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THE AMIABLE AND GRACIOUS MEMORY 6F 

EDWARD THE SEVENTH 

# 

KING' EMPEROR 

WHO SOUGHT PEACl? AND PREPARED AGAI^^Sl WAlf 
WHO DISLIKED EXAGGERATION AND l^ETESTKD MISCHIEF-MAKING'’ 
WHO BELIEVED IHERE IS GOOD IN ^LL MEN AND 
WHO DID NOT DESPAIR OF HUMANITY 


THE BEST OF HIS tOUNTRYM^N 
WILL ALWAYS HOLD HIS MEMORY iIN HONOUR 
AND THINK Ot HIM W iTTI AFFEC^'KJN 



This* I kno^v, that your country, where I have lived 
so lon^ and seen so much, is on its way eithei to a 
great transformation or to a great disaster. 

Friendships Garland 



PREFACE 


• t 

/ N their well intentioned efforts to rouse the t energies of this 
country^ certain speakers and %u?^'ters in England have sue- 
ceeded in conveying to neutral nations^ to our kinsm^ across 
the seas^ to our allies^ and even to our enemies^ an impression of 
Great Britain which / feel is not merely mideading^ but monstrously 
untrue, • ^ , 

/ desire to set the charactisr of this great country in a truer light, 
and to show its achievement to the present generation in some such 
aspect as I venture to think history will show it to posterity. 
This desire does not spring from any feelings oj vainglory, but 
from a spirit of justice, a spirit which inspires me with he faith 
that a righteous pride and a well-fbunded enthusiasm are powerful 
forces in a nation's life, and forces 7vhich we in Great BHtain shall 
need in the days ahead, * • 

In such a spirit 1 ha\fe entered upon this stud^, looking up *con- 
stantly from the documents of yesterday to the horizon of to-morrow, 
striving always to see in things 7vhich have happened* guidan*e for 
things which are to come ; and the conclusions I have reached hi the 
course of my inquiry have been fortified and enlarged by conversations 
with men of great eminence, not this country alone, but ift Russicp, 
Scandinavia, and America, who are also mindful of that which is 
to come, and who are convinced that o^y a retiolution in the human 
mind can dvert a repetition of the ff^esent tragedy. * • 

It IS my hope that a reading of ^his book may he I pi, in however 
modest a degree, to create an international mi^d " in those of my 
countrymen who neglected%ihe warning%f Matthew Arnold in 1870 to 
prepart themselves for a war of 7nin^ against mihd, and who remain 
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to this hour th^ pathetic ahd dangerous victims of newspapers con- 
ducted\y men whose honesf add intense ^rtisanship prevents thentt 
I thinks from seeing the truth of 'great and even Critical matters 


which belong neither to a pcgtymor to a nation^ but to humanity, 

• ^ 

The future is in ^he ka^ds o/the average person. ^Right-thinking 
in Vie multdtude of capital importance to the well-being of States, 
Jt is apparent from^ the events which led up to this war and from 
the terrible feelings ^released by the war itself that wrong-thinking 
is the supreme peril of civilization. All that civilization means to 
the highest oj tJte sons of men is in the hands of the innumerable 
?nass. r 

t 

Unless the intellectual and moral character of the average person 
in Great Britain is powerfully changed for good by this most 
ruinous ahd crued war^ and unless we drive out from among our- 
' selves that ^spirit of strife and contention which in this country has 
?nade for wasteful faction and in the * world at large has turned 
Europe 'into a bear-garden.^ victory over the enemy on foreign 
fields will avail to save us from defeat at our own door. 

It is a choice not between Conservative and Liberal., not even 
directly*b€^wee?i Progress and Reaction, but definitely and inescapably 
a direct choice between Good and Evil. It is a choice between right- 
thinking and wro?ig- flunking . We must either range ourselves on 
the side of truths goodness, and beauty, or go over to the destroying 
armies of selfishneiis and greed. In the moral arena there is no 
neutrglity. 


I )iave reason for the belief Chat at the conclusion oj peace the 
Emperor of Russia will renew his proposers for an extensive 
limitation of anna?nents j-an objeePupon which his heart is as greatly 
set as on the conquest for Chilstianity gf that great city to which 
the eyes ^of Holy Russia are fgr ever tinned as the birth^ace of her 
Faith. The future of civilization may very largely be determined 
by the reception given to this ^proposal. 

Let us ask ourseives whetlier we are yet in the frame of mind to 
conr.der it, and whether our ^irit is in ^harmony with the spirit 
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from which it f>roceeds — a spirit which seriously and very earnestly 
believes that the brothet^ood humanity is the divine Yvent to* 
which the whMe evolution of history has moved^ the divine consum- 
mation to which always the soul df hiemanity has tended, ^ 

Do we really belieT^»^ that the wo^il can be made better and saner, 

^ ^ 0 0 • 
or are we so ^Prusstanixed as to hold *tkat war is a biolo^cal 

necessity f • * 

But such a proposal, however successful, nevertheless ivill still 
leave standing in our midst the spiritual armies* oj covetousness, self- 
ishness, and ignorance. No constructional reforfnation in human 
society, however beneficent and fa 7 '-reaQhing, can disarm thosf forces 
in the individug .1 soul of man. To each man is it ordained0 to fight 
a world way in the silence of his own spiyit, and ufon the issue of 
that individual conflict, more than upon any changes in the political 
region, depend the only lasting peace of fhe wortd, and our only , 
enduring security against reaction and anarchy. 

Each mayt among us is now helping this coiqttry, cohsc(ously or 
unconsciously, either to a great transf<^mation or to a great disaster. 

“ . . . The war which is going on is hot the only struggle in 
which this country is engaged. There is a larger rivalry, a rivalry 
ynore peaceful, less obvious, less rapid in its progress, bntfnot less 
decisive in the end, in which we h(fue to hold our owyi, if we are 
to maintain our place; and that rivalry is onm ip which knowledge, 
skill, and foresight ay'e required as urgenUy as they are in the u^r.” 

This rivalry is a rivalry of Mind against •Mind. It extends 
beyond any one phase of intellectual activity, and on its conduct and 
its spirit depends the evolution of the hu?nan race. » ^ 

• 

HAROLD BEGBIE 

# m 

Septetnber, 1916 t , 
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THE CAUSES OF. THE WAR 



Your newspapers are every day solemnly saying that 
the great lesson to be learned from the present war 
(1870) is so and so,— always something which it is 
not. . . ,*I will ^pll you what is for you the great 
lesson to be learned from it : — obedience. That 
instead of , every man airing !iis self-consequence, 
thinking it bliss to taljc at random about things, and 
to put his finger« in every pie, you should seriously 
understand that there is a right way of doing things, 
and that the bliss is, without thinking of one’s self- 
consequence, to (k) them in that way, or to forward 
their being dijne. . . ♦ 


Frmuiship^s Garland 



INTRODUCTION 


• • • * 

THE CAUSES OF THE* WAR' 

• • 

T he average person, who takes his opinions from 
popular newspapers, is quite sure that he^knows 
all alDout the causes of the. war. And he holds 
this belief so sincerely, and with so hot? a patriotism, 
that it is almost impossible to 4Tiak^ him IjsteiT with the 
least degree of attention, much Ibss with an. unpreju-* 
diced mind, to any arg^ument which runs counter to his 
convictions. • 

Because he has not thought* himself into his convic- 
tions, it never occurs to him that •he should challenge 
himself as to whether they are right convictions. And 
because his reason has had qo part either in th«/orma- 
tion of these ideas or in their development to anything 
in the likeness of a logical conclusion, his reason deserts 
him when he is asked to consider wfielher his convic- 
tions are not conceivably wrong.* Questioned in J:his 
way, he does but hold the more vehemently to those 
borrowed and unassimilated convictions, protesting with 
all the passion of an irrational mind that any man- who 

* I deal only with the political or contemporary causes oi the war. 
These causes, of course, have th^ir roots in history. We maiy tra«e 
from the German sentiment of the Middle ^ges, when the Emperor 
was almost apotheosized, in spite of hi^ rather powerless condition, 
down to the personality of the present Kaiser, a nicfvement of the 
German mlind very signijfican^for the rest of the world.* Romanticism 
began this movement, the philosophers gave it logical form, and 
Emperor Wilhelm II, with his emphasis on militarism ‘and his con- 
stant identification of himself with th^ deity, s^med to promise a 
fulfilment of German hopes. There ip«io nation in the world half so 
emotional as the Germaif^, as their fire-eminenc^ in music, the %rt 
nearesjl to unconscious nature, attests. 
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presumes to disagree witlv him is gither a great fool or 
^ a trait( 3 r to his country. 

These war convictions of the average perSon may be 
sumps arized very briefly, atid without doing them the 
smallest injustice, since it is the genius of popular error 
to curt and Howmaght* The Gernfkns, ye are told, 
wanted war, prepared for war, and made this particular 
war with malice, aforethought. Every German, we are 
assured, is at heart a liar, a hypocrite, a barbarian, and 
a beast. And /urther, every British Government which 
had dealings with this unholy nation from the reign of 
Queeii Victoria to the .last days of July 1914 was 
tricked? hoodwinked, and outwitted by the .astuter and 
utterly unscrupulous German.^ 

It is to^ the credit of Mr. F. S. Oliver, who advances 
brilliantly some sucl\ fantastical thesis as this in his 
popular work Ordeal by Battle that his strictures are 
applied with a fine impartiality lo both Unionist and 
Liberal* Governrnents. This is a point which I rather 
think has escaped tl'^e attention of the more violent of 
Mr. Oliver’s disciples, who would certainly like to hang 
every Liberal and to shoot every Irishman south of the 
Boyne.^ ‘But, manifestly, if Germany has for many years 
been planning war behind a mask of peace, the Unionists 
are as guilty as tjie- Liberals in not doing what Mr. Oliver 
tin'nks they ought to have done. It does not, however, 
seem to strike Mr. Oliver that he himself is in a some- 
what, cramped and inconvenient position when he takes 

* Na.idea could be more false than the popular idea in this country 
concerning German character. Jt is the Frenchman (as witness his 
incomparable diplomacy and the brilliancy of his Higher Command) 
whose intellect is cold, logical, and deadly in its precision. The 
German, in truth, is governed by his’^ emotions. He has always been 
the most sentimpntal of me;i. Suicide is commoner in Germany 
than in any other country, particularly arAong children. The songs 
and litesature bf Germany are all char3k:teriz^d by an enjutionalism 
which very often degenerates into^sentim^ntaliBm. It is the very lack 
of intellectual strength which has made the German nation at one 
moment soft to the point of flabbiness and at the next ferocious to the 
extreme of barbarity. Pnissliui domination has failed in its supreme 
eflbrt to make this sentimental Germany a mation because it had no 
ojher ideal to give"^ it than the ideal of Force. 
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for his chief national hero a distingfuished soldier who ^ 
presided fort certain years rat the War Office and feft the 
British Army, despite his gre^t opportunity, in no Ijetter * 
a condition for a gregt Europe&n conflict than thai: in^ 
which he found if* *; , 

The truth* of this matter is, as I hope to show to 'Jhe 
satisfaction of all reasonable minds, that'^he entire ar^- 
ment of the average person is**vitiatad from >ts very 
beginning by a notorious fallacy against which Burke 
warned mankind in a memorable isentenee. I do not 
know,” he said, the method of drawing u^ an indictment 
against a whole people.” 

It sounds hot only reasonable but^ perfectly true,^nd in 
the fierce light of this inhuman war absolutely incon- 
testable, to say that Germany ^wanted war ; but when a 
statesman so eminent and interacted aS* M. Sazonoff, 
announces his conviction that even the Imperial Chan- 
cellpr of Germany did not want war, reasonable men will 
at once perceive that it is botlj slovenly and unscientific 
to say that “ Germany ” wanted warp 

It sounds not only reasonable but perfectly true to say 
that the Germans are savages of a most horribly nature ; 
but when Germans like Prol?^ssor Forster of Muiflch are 
cheered by their pupils for denouncing the Bismarck- 
Treitschke tradition, reasonable people nvill at once agree 
that it is not just or true to describe every German as a 
savage. • • 

So long as British opinion is convinced that “Germany*^ 
wanted war, and that the term “ Hun ” is applicable to the 
whole German people, so long will the very interesting 
historical truth of this matter remain in darkness for our 
people, and so long also, a fiar more serious consid(Sfati(5n, 
will the causes which produced this war continue to exist. 

We admit that it fs singularly difficult to think dis- 
passionately about* the* German people. ft is •almost 
impossible to think chafitablyK)f them. So shameful have 
been the actions of the German, Government, so atrocious 
the behaviour of the German^ iVrmy aifd German Navy, 
and so disgusting thft language of German newspapers, 
that*a man may well be pardoned for uttering the mqgt 
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cordial and righteous detestation <jf the entire German 

people* refusing to listen for .a single monjent to any 
argument which suggests that there are virtuous men and 
women among thi^ arr^gaht, decjeitful, and barbarously 
^ cruel nation. •* 

A telling instance ©f tHis difficulty ls to tbe found in 
a^'recent issue (July 29, 1916) of one of the most reason- 
able ofrour newspapers^u Liberal paper which has always 
steered a middle* course between the violence of extreme 
Radicalism an<^. the klank obstruction of extreme Con- 
servatism. On the day which brought the news to 
England that Captain Fryatt of the steamship Bmsscls 
had bien shot in Germany, this newspaper published a 
leading article which Expressed sentiments of indignation 
and judgment such as the following : 

The nrme of tfhe rhurdered seaman takes its place 
with 'those other terrible names — Louvain, Lusitania^ 
Caveil, Witjtenberg — which tHe last two years have 
brknded on the brow of the modern German nation 
like the mark of Cain. No blood and no tears will 
ever wash such branding out ; there are some deeds, 
sonje courses of action, which leave no place even 
for *irepentance. * 

And yet in another cofumn of this same issue, the 
newspaper, whiQh* had just branded the whole German 
nation with infamy, printed the narrative of an English 
lady’s experiences who had lived for over seven years in 
Germany and who was only . released and allowed to 
return to England in 1916, which contained continual 
expressions of gratitude for the great kindness and con- 
sideration she had received at German hands, and which 
t(5ld‘-i9Dw her German friencfs implored her to see Sir 
Edward Grey on h(!r return to England and beg him 
to stop thij? bruel war^. Let the following paragraph 
speak /or itself: • ‘ i. c 

I was the only EngVshwofnan, I believe the only 
foreigner, in a town of 35,000 inhabitants when war 
broke out, ^id I hej^S to sign a paper promising to 
« remain there until th^ war ended. I had no idea 
^ what other* foreigners were doing in different parts 
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of the country, ^nd my ^isolation ma{le me wish 
sometimes that I had been interned, for then 1 should i 
have been with my own people. , It w&s such a , 
strange sensation to fed that I belonged to the 
enemy in a ceuntr^ where; I had been so happy, *and» 
had received *80 much kihdness, and I was long, in 
getting accustomed to the fact. After signing ^e 
paper promising to remain in Germany till* the war 
ended, I had to report myself tsyice ldaily*at the 
police station. This was gradually ^lessened till it 
was reduced to a bi-weekly visit, and from first to 
last I received the utmost kindness and courtesy from 
the inspector and his underlings. When ^t was 
known that I intended to leave Germany, general 
regret was expressed, and I was told* that I should 
“be safer in Germany because, of th^ datiger from 
Zeppelins in England/^ I onfy learnt — by accident* 
— in December tlfat Englishwomen might leave on 
the 6 th of any month, and I delayed my departure 
in order to have the spring for travelling. When I 
left in May I was regretted by many — by some sin- 
cerely, by others because they hoped I would stay 
till the end of the war, 60 that they could afterwards 
boast that an Englishwoman had remained in the 
Fatherland of her own free will, and they hoped I 
would mention this to my English friends so that 
the English should see they arfe not sych barbariags as 
they think. The epi.thet “ barbarians ” has cut them 
to the quick. They cannot forget it, and refer *to it « 
most bitterly. 

Thus clearly do we see how extreme is the difficulty of 
ordering our thoughts with truth and justice wh^rj^^ild 
passion is abroad and the whole ai* is quivering with the 
flames of hatred. Instances of the same kind might very 
easily Ijp multiplied, irjstances^in which w 4 witness the 
condemnation of a* whqle people by one who tell^us with 
the next breath of something heroic and fine -and humane 
. in this same people ; but the instance quoted above 
must suffice. My purpose Ixf referring to this difficulty, 
a difficulty which I myself feel* most acutely, is to persifade 
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the reader whose heart is,at present filled with indignation 
and anger against Germany, that if he wou^ think truly 
in the m*atter, jf he would live up to his highest as a 
moi*!al and rational bekig,*he must perpetually and per- 
sislently remind fiimself that there men and women 
/a Germany ]^^hose notions of morality fire not very 
Afferent from fyis own, and who will feel as much indigna- 
tion an5 anger againsj# the perpetration of heinous deeds 
as he himself fe^ls, when the true facts are explained to 
them or when ^hey a^e freed to express their opinions. 

• 

M.« Remain Rolland, who has condemned German 
atrocities far more effectually, because of his profound 
spirituality, than anybody else in France or in England, 
believes ^assfonately in the regeneration of Germany. 
He says in his fam 4 )us book Above the Battle \ 

He who has lived in the intimacy of your old 
Gergiany, who has clasped her hand in the twisted 
streets of her heroic and sordid past, who has caught 
the breath of l^er V:enturies of trials and shames, 
remembers and waits : for he knows that even if she 
has never proved strong enough to bear victory 
wjfliout wavering, it is- in her hours of trouble that 
she reforms herself, afnd her greatest geniuses are 
sons of sorrow. 

And he says : 

, I know already feveral (Germans) who are beginning 
to champion the rights qf the spirit against force. 
*Many a German voice has reached us lately in 
letters protesting agajnst war and deploring with us 
the injustices which we deplore.. . . Not very long 
I told the “ Fair'’ wjiich obstructed Paris that it 
was not lAance.*^ I say to-day to the German Fair, 
“You are» not the true Germany.” 

There exists another Germany, juster c^nd more 
hifmane, whose ambitjon is,, not to dominate the 
world ‘by force and guile, but to absorb in peace 
everything great in the thought of other races, and 
in return to reflect the harmorjjy. 

Sermons have been preached in Germany, even when 



9 


THE C/VUS^S OF TMC WaR , 

wrath against Englatid was a^: its highest, rebuking 
national egoi^, castigating nr.tional vices, and dqpouncing 
the spirit of hate. And these sermons, .let us bear in 
mind, have proceeded from * men who believe Wljat 
authority tells therar, and who •are therefore convinced 
that England plotted and planned thiS war for * the 
destruction of German prosperity.^ *, . 

It is by assuring ourselves of existence of. such 
Germans — such Germans as the pastor, who wrote so 
beautiful a letter to the mother o£ the young British 
airman. Lieutenant Savage, who was buried with military 
honours by his enemies — it is by thinking of these better- 
minded, kinder-hearted, and cleaner-souled Germans^that 
we shall not only arrive at the truth of this whole matter, 
but best serve the highest interests of those who come 
after us. Utterly and mercilessly to (;Jestroy the war-caste 
of Germany is our bounden duty, dereliction of which 
would be a crime of the first magnitude. But it is no less 
our duty, and no less our wisdom, to rescue and free* from 
the deceits of this tyrannous war-c^ste^those many millions 
of German people who hate war as heartily as we hate it, 
and who would as greatly shrink from committing the 
unholy barbarities which hare been committed at the 
orders of that caste as we oul'selves. For the moment 
these many millions of Germans are silent ^pd in ignorance 
of the full truth. When they know all, and when they are 
free to speak, Europe will know *that there is stilU a 
conscience in Germany. 


To understand the diploma^ of this country from 
the days of King Edward to the breaking ‘off of relations 
with Germany in •August 1914, it is above all thia.§c 
necessary to realize that there are two Germanics and 
not one Germany. Unless this (Antral fact is seen and 
accepted ^ is quite hopekss to understand th« polky of 
Great Britain, and, furthermore it is equally hopeless t6 
expect the emergence of good from the wreckage of war. 
The immediate harvest of war i^ devastart:ion and death, 
suffering and sorrow, ^waste ai^d* ruin ; but the furth^ 
• * See Appendix, Note A. * 
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harvests Europe will, also be hate harvests and blood 
harvests,,with an endless prospect of anarrfiy, unless the 
people of this, country, recognizing that there are two 
G^ermanies, labour with all their ^might and with all their 
nlain to make the victory of the one Germany over the 
oth^r as complete and nnal as their owif victory over 
•the twfi armed Germanies combined. 

« r 

There is an arrogant, stupid, coarse, and immoral 
Germany — a .Germany which is black of soul and base 
of heart, a Gssrmany which cares neither for God nor man, 
whith loves war like a mistress, which holds that force is 
the rsupreme weapon of advance, and which believes itself 
to be the elect of the nations. This Germany, the organ- 
izing and dominant Prussian war-caste, has been as much 
hated by the other* .Germany as by the rest of the world ; 
and it is this Germany which has now outraged the con- 
science « of mankind and which' has made the name of 
Germany a byword and a scorn. The other Germany, 
if not very lovable^^ or ‘ modest, if not very charming or 
refined, is at least peaceful. And it is this other Germany, 
which struggled to subdue the warmongers in its midst, 
it is* this Germany, and not the other, which has made 
Germany one of the first dountries in the world. It is this 
Germany, not,, giilitaristic Germany, which has enriched 
science and philosophy, which has carried its trade into 
aU lands, and which has solved some of the most desperate 
social questions which are still the despair of more demo- 
cratic countries. It is a Germany of extraordinary in- 
dustry and remarkable seriousness. It is a deep-thinking, 
restrained, thrifty, highly emotional, and domesticated 
Ccarmany. It is not the Germany of fifty years ago ; it is 
a Germany corrupted by prosperity, rather coarse in its 
fibre, and^v^ithout th6 deep awd solid foundations of 
morality which made ancient Germany so poj/erful and 
so likeable ; but it is not ^ warlike feermany. With very 
little of the courage of enterprise which is almost essential 
to trade, it has* nevertlfeless by sheer assiduity and dis- 
cipline so far captured fhjs smaller ^things in world-trading 
as to make Germany one of the richest of the nations. 
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I And there seeims to be \^ry little question among our own 
jf principal busihtss-men that, had the labour of this peace- 
^ ful and industrious Germany Ijeen permitted to go.pn 
without the violent interruption of ^ar, Germany in a few 
years would have begh the riche^ country in the world.^i 

« • 

One of the forces which placed this peaceful Germany' 
in the hand of militaristic Germafiy, to be used •as a 
tremendous weapon against the world's peace, was that 
very force here in England which hasf persistently misled 
and misguided the opinion of the average person. It was 
the patriotically honest but internationally ignorant news- 
papers of this country which finally drove peace-loving 
Germany into the arms of war-loving Gerrnany. Here 
in England, working up hatred against Gerrujany by 
extracts from the writings of men like-minded to them- 
selves in Germany, these newspapers gave to tho’se very 
men an endless illustration for their chief girgum^nt that 
England’s main interest in foreign politics was the destruc- 
tion of German power. And it does «ot need very much 
imagination to understand how such an argument would 
finally prevail with peace-loving Germany whep the 
geographical situation of that*cpuntry is considered,* and 
when we reflect that this argument was applied at a time 
when war was assuming an ever more threatening attitude 
on both of her chief frontiers. 

Those newspapers which have most misted opinion in 
this country, however patriotic their intention, are oijly 
second in responsibility for the anguish and desolation 
of the war to those evil militariste in Germany who made 
use of their threats and their warnings to deceive the 
German democracy. • 

• 

* A remarkable witness to the existencoof this peaceful Germany is 
Mr. F. W. Wile, the Berlin correspondent of the Dait^ Mail^ who 
for thirteen ^years lived ^in Germany, alid made many true friends 
there. Mr. Wile, who is an Americjin, says in his book The Assault 
(Heinemann), that he saw with his own eyes the German people 
“ literally dragged into the fight against their wiU^ fears^ ana judg- 
ment I know jrom their own lips that they considered it a cruelly 
unnecessary war and did nit want it ' They crave^ a continuance 9f 
the simple blessings of peace. ...” 
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No one will say that the GerAians, speaking generally, 
areToote. Therefore, when *we find the vlst majority of 
Germans assenting that ^this war has been forced upon 
tiiem — and they* macfe this panticul^r assertion from the 
very beginning of the dfisis — we must either assume that 
“every German, not being a fool, is a hypocrite, or endeavour 
to understand* what they mean. It is not conceivable that 
every Germaw is a ♦hypocrite. No man of intelligence 
would dream of making such a preposterous charge 
against a whole p(?ople.^ We must, therefore, endeavour 
to ^understand what an intelligent and honest German 
means, a man like Eucken for example, when he 
assorts that this war has been forced upon his country. 

He means that the alliance of Russia and France so 
threatened his national existence that it was necessary 
for Germaily to sWke while her arm was strong and her 
enemies were not yet ready for their blow. It is a war for 
him both offensive and defensive. He is not only honest 
with’ himself but perfectly logical when he asserts that 
a war of offence ifiay be a war of defence. And, if we 
grant his premise that the alliance of Russia, France, and 
Great Britain was an alliance aimed at the destruction 
of Germany’s national prosperity, we must agree, if we 
ai e just men, that this war, which seems to us so palpably 
a war of German aggression, may very well appear to 
German eyes as a war of defence. 

• On July 24 , 1914, Professor Hans Delbrlick, a minister 
and a friend of the Kaiser, ‘gave publicity to an “open 
letter ” received from a Russian colleague. Professor 
Mitrosanoff, wjiich contd^’ned the following passage : 

It must not be forgotten that Russian public opinion 
plays a vastly^ different^ role than it did a decade ago. 
It has ^now grov^n into a full political force. Ani- 
mosity towards Germans is m everybody’s heart and 
<noutfi. Seldom vfas publfc opmion more Unanimous. 

Almost simultaneousl}^ witlf the |publication of this 
menacing letter, Professor Schiemann, the Kaiser’s confi- 

* “ I do not think the preKentage of hypocrisy much higher in 
Germany, man f(y min, than ‘elsewhere fn the world.” — F. W. Wile 
(Special Correspondent of the D.iily Mail) in The Assault. 
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dential adviser on worW politics, heaped fresh fuel, as 
the Daily Mctl correspondent ift Berlin put it, on ^ the 
anti-Russian file. He declared ; ® 

We have reason to think tlmt the underlying purpose 
of President Poin^ard’s visit to the Tzar was to expand 
the Triple Entente into a i^^adruple Alliance by the 
inclusion o*f Roumania against Germany. ^ 

“ The Bourse closed,” telegraphed Mr. Ffederick*' Wile 
to the Daily Mail, “ amid undisgulised a>arm and* the 
wildest fears for what the week-end may bring forth.” * 
And let it be known that Mr. Wile has*" the coiyage to say : 

** I douBt if one man in ten thousafid in Get'inany ever heqrd 
of Bernkardi before A ugust 1 gi4.l' 

Professor A. ¥, Pollard has recently explained to* us 
what the Germans mean by saying that this war is a 
war of defence : . * 

The combination of offensive ‘s 1 ;rategy‘ wijh de- 
fensive tactics mean.^ that you strategically put the 
eneniy in such a position that he is bound to*attack 
or to acquiesce in the certainty of ultimate retreat 
or surrender. In a sense our comitiand of the sea and 
the geographical situation of Russia and France put 
Germany in that position^ from the start ; and that 
is what she means at bottcwn by complaining oF our 
pre-war “ encircling ” policy and insisting that, despite 
her ultimatum to Russia and France *and invasion 
of Belgium, the Allies were the • aggressors : she had 
to attack, she contends, to defend herself against this 
nightmare in which Nature has enveloped her. So 
Charles I went to the scaffold in defence, he said, of 
his liberty, because he was Viot allowed to do what 
he liked. 

The point is that even a militaristic perman may quite 
honestly believe that his war of offence is a w\r of defence. 
He may dr^am of great conquests : far off in tin^^e he may 
see his nafion the m^ghtie'st and the supremely decisive 
Power of the world ; and ''of th^se things he may bluster 
and boast like a coward who sings in the dark to keep his 
heart up : but much more immediate to tlie concern even 
* The Assault, by Frederick W. Wile (Heinemann). • 



14 THE VINDICATION JF G^EAT BRITAIN 

of a jingo German in the jlays befoijp the war were the legions 
of t$e Emperor of Russia pn one frontiel, the unbroken 
spirit of^ gallaqt France on the other, ana the matchless 
Fl^et of Great Britain behind the diplomacy of Downing 
Street ‘ , ^ 

. Those newspapers in ‘England whfch p^petually drew 
attention to the utterances of the war party in Germany, 
and which ever since^the war, instead of asking for pardon 
at the grave oT slaughtered youth, have been crying, “ We 
told you so — as ai] aid to circulation — not only played a 
powerful part in bringing the war about, but by their 
attkude at the beginning of the war flung the whole 
Gegnan democracy into the arms of the war party. 

Mr. Branting, the Socialist leader in Sweden, and a very 
true friend ^ to thi.\ country, whose services we shall one 
day acknowledge with the gratitude they deserve, told me 
in the spring of the present yea%* (1916) that our supreme 
mistake has Been the cry instantly raised in England at 
the beginning of the war for the invasion and destruction 
of Germany. He told me that he receives many letters 
from his Socialist friends in Germany defending them- 
selv^^ for their alliance with the war lords by quoting 
these threats of the most violent of our politicians and 
journalists. “ How can we help ourselves,"' these German 
Socialists argue, “ when England declares that she will 
iqvade us ai\id destroy our trade? This is what our 
Junkers have always told us, and now we see that it is 
trfle.” Mr. Branting assured me that if we had kept our 
heads and had issued a manifesto asserting that we had 
no quarrel wHh the German people, that we had no 
ll ip ught of destroying German prosperity, that we had 
no intention of violating (jerman homes, but that our 
quarrel was solely with*the tyrants of German democracy, 
whom wejntended to fij;ht till J:hey surrendered, we might 
havefsplit the German nation and ifiade it impressible for 
the war k)rds to retain tfieir power. But English news- 
papers, which ^weakened the peace propaganda of the 
German Socialists before the war, at the very outbreak of 
Var entirely destroyed the enorfcous power of German 
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social democracy by driving it stpight into the arms of 
the war party. I Instead of fighting a war machir^e, there- 
fore, we have liad to fight a highly intelligent, completely 
disciplined, and wholly united •nation, stung with raigjs 
and fury by the convictibn th^^ Engla*nd had deceived 
them.^ ^ • • • ' . 

While these newspapers in England were^triumphantlyi 
crying, “We told you sol** the waj: party in Gerrpany 
were using the same taunt to the German Socialists. They, 
too, had warned : they, too, had preached ; and here was 
the proof of all their warnings. England had#wanted this 
war, England had prepared (diplomatically) for this war. 
With Russia and France to fight with her and for her, ^he, 
the arch-enemy, was all the time putting forth her right 
arm to destroy the prosperity of a Power which had dared 
to rival her in commercial greatness. ^\lVe toliiyoii so !** 

The German Kaiser i9> neither a fool nor a hypocrite. 
He is unstable, emotional, and easily subject to fear^ and 
suspicions ; but he is not a fool and he is not a hypocrite. 
This German Kaiser, who probably strove for peace, and 
who went against the war party in his country again and 
again, even to the peril of his place, was intellectually con- 
verted to the views of the war party in the summer of 
1913. Something occurred to convince him that the war 
party was right and that the peace pa*rfy was wrong. 
From that moment, ridden by a greater fear than the 
fear of China’s millions, wjiich had formerly oppressed 

* “The Germans have been taught to regard poor Sir Edward 
Grey in a light so ludicrously wide of ^he truth that we can hardly 
believe any one seriously accepts it. But the legend is repeated too 
naively to leave any doubt that it is firmly and honestly believfitcl, 
The credulity of an ignorant people, bred to accept authority un- 
questioningly, seems to have no bounds. To them our Foreign 
Secretary is the very figure of evil personified, fie; is a dark, 
P^erful personage, equally unscrupulous andr> astute, the 
Mephistophfles of diplonSacy : he controls the policy of the iJnited 
Kingdom, leads the other Allied Powell's by the nose, and* lives only 
destruction of Germany. Such, is the picture sketched by 
authority, filled in by industrious pamphleteers, obSfiiently reproduced 
by the newspapers, and imnlicitly accepted by the people.”— Dr. 
Shadwell In th# Hibbert Journal, % 
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his mind for a number years, this impulsive and haunted 
man% waited and watched for his opportilpity to strike. 
When he struck he believed in his soul of souls that he 
w^as striking for the security of his country against the 
menace of Russia and Fi;ance, and thfc ultimate menace of 
Gr^t Britain. * His conversion, which Ve sl^ll examine at 
greater length.in the history of its period, may be taken as 
typical of that far njore fatal conversion of the average 
German Socialist to the gospel of the war party. The 
going over of the Kaiser to the war party was the con- 
version of a« individual German to the idea that the 
Ent?ente was not to be trusted, and that in swift and 
violent offence lay the only remedy against slow and 
merciless destruction. 

Let tlie reader, before* he begins a study of this history, 
reflect upon the records of those English newspapers 
from \yhich the average Englishman takes his easy 
opinions, and on whose testimony the average Englishman 
relies for the historical truth of all events, even events of 
the very greatest national importance. 

At ‘the outbreak of war •wc were threatened by labour 
strikes which seemed if they would paralyse our 
power to fight. The miners, the engineers, and the 
railwaymen appeared to consider their grievances of more 
inaportance thun the issue of this tremendous struggle, not 
only for liberty but for the future character of civilization. 
We were confronted by such a spectacle as I suppose 
the world has never before witnessed, the spectacle of 
free men refusing to lend their essential aid to a struggle 
wlh hateful tyranny, and, ^hile that tyranny triumphed 
over a neighbour •democracy, and even threatened to 
destroy theiF own sons® and their, own brothers, standing 
out for a .matter of a (ew pence in wages. 

Later we w^ere confronted by.anoftier spectacle, not so 
serious, itot so inconceivaole, but in many ways sad, and 
surely as symptomatic ‘^as the other of grave trouble in 
the national life. We wefle confronted by the spectacle of 
young men h<ylding back from enlistment in the fighting 
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forces of their country, jvhen that^country not only offered 
them an infinftely higher recompense than the soldi^s of 
Germany receive who fight for a tyranny, but called them 
in tones of urgency. • 

Now, what was th^ attitude of the popular newspapers 
in England to theso^appalling phenomena ?• It was one of 
indignation and scorn. They would have shot strika 
leaders right and left; they would have conscripted 
labour ; and they would have set up marfial law. That 
is to say, they would have attempted to Prussianize the 
democracy of Great Britain. But it was. these very 
newspapers which more than any other influence in 
English life had brought about this tragic condition ir^the 
minds of labour. It is unthinkable fthat labour would 
have behaved as it did behave in those hours of severe 
trial if it had been an instructed, a prospe|;ou5, and a 
contented labour. But every effort df the Liberal party 
to improve the mind and? the lot of democracy has been 
opposed by these very newspapers. The Liberal party, 
not very intelligently perhaps, but at least earnestly and 
eagerly, has struggled for ten or twelve years to make our 
democracy an efficient, educated, healthy, and contented 
democracy. But every effort .made in this direction by 
the Liberals has been opposed by that party whose news- 
papers are the chiefest evidence in our midst of what 
Matthew Arnold called with righteous ?f)ntempt “ the 
English middle-class mind.'" , , 

The control of the liquor. traffic was opposed by these 
newspapers. Housing reform was opposed by these new*s- 
papers. Educational reform wa^ opposed by these news- 
papers, The insurance act and old-age pensions were 
opposed by these newspapers. Every effort which the 
Liberal party made to beautify ihe hideows conditions under 
which the working-classeg live ; every effort te add to the 
comfort and well-being of tjiese dim millions ; ev,ery effort 
to save tHem from ^ignorance and temptation ; eVery 
effort to strengthen them in body, mind, and soifl ; every 
effort to spread contentment and prosperity among those 
who are at once the chief source of our wealth, the greatest 
contributors to our natiotial revenue, and the^final defence^ 
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of this country against enemiei — was opposed with the 
utmost .violence, bitterness, and politicalldishonesty by 
these same newspapers. 

, 'And when labour rebelled in an hour of crisis, the 
remedy of these' newsp^ers \fras «either argument nor 
apjf)eal, but th^ Prussiarl argument forc^. 

^ Is }t safe (pr a man to take his opinions from such a 
source ? Will it be ^fe for him to place his political con- 
science in such hands as these when, after the war, we set 
about the perilous, work of reconstructing the ruins of 
European ©ivilization ? Already these same newspapers, 
ev^ with the awful lesson of this war still being written in 
letters of blood before their very eyes, are making violent 
war upon one who* raises his voice to warn us to prepare 
for a new and spiritual struggle in the days of peace. 
The story, of Lor^ Haldane will be an essential part of 
this history, for he is indeed the chief protagonist in this 
partici,ilar asj^ect of the world dtama ; but it is wise to ask 
ourselves at the present point what must be the mental 
condition of those newspapers in England which assail as 
if he were the very lowest of his species a man of whom 
Lord French has said that this country owes him an 
immeasurable debt of gratitude, and who was entrusted by 
so wise a sovereign as Edward the Seventh, whose confi- 
dence he enjpyed more than any other contemporary 
iiiinister, with the most difficult of all offices, and with 
schemes which were perhaps nearest of all to the heart’ of 
that lovable and far-sighted tCing. 

I take the abuse of Lord Haldane by these newspapers 
to be the most serious a^od the most disquieting symptom 
of our natioital unintelligence. I cannot conceive of it 
being possible in any otjier European country that a 
statesman so wise* and so distinguished, a man who more 
than any other man in this nafion prepared the weapon 
which bioke the purjjose of permany at the, very outset, 
ancf who has laboui^d with such ^eminent distinction in 
other directions for the greatness of his country, should be 
so scandalously and so disgracefully attacked by popular 
newspapers. The abuse of a few journalists is a small 
thing ; but the acceptance of this* abuse by so many of the 
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more or less ^educated classes of this country, who allow 
these newspapers to think for them and to decide* for 1:hem, 
is, as I say, a most serious anj^ disquieting symptom of our 
national unintelligence. t • ^ 

The friend and tj^usted a 9 vis^C of Edwa^-d the Seventh, 
a Lord Chancellor, a great minister of state, a philosopher 
of distinction, a great scholar, and a public!^ of worM-wide 
reputation, is allowed by^the so-calidd educated peof)le of 
this country to be treated as if he deserved hanging for 
treason, to be treated as if he were a veritable Judas, 
treated publicly, continuously, and brutally in this mapner 
by a few journalists, whose names are utterly unknown 
outside the back streets of the Press., ^ 

What a sad moral and intellectual state must a country 
be in where such a thing can happen as the driving out 
of office by a pack of such journalists, even !n tjie very 
midst of his greatest triurnph, of a man whose preparations 
for war saved the French coalts from invasion, Enabled 
France to complete her preparations, and provided this 
country with resources capable of rai^’ng immense armies 
of volunteer soldiers. Lord French, who says that the 
British Army of August. 1914 was the finest army that 
ever the sun shone upon, cfegcribes Lord Haldane as 
‘‘that grgat and distinguished statesman.” Wherever I 
went in Scandinavia and Russia I founcWt agreed that 
the glorious and immortal British Army of August 1914 
had saved the world. Sir Alfred Keogh, wTiose adminis- 
tration of the Royal Army* Medical Corps is one of the 
greatest triumphs of organization in this tremendous war, 
attributes everything he has beftn able to, accomplish to 
the sympathy and enthusiasm of Lord Haldane, saying 
“it was not until fhe advent^of Lord^ Haldane that the 
triumph of Army Sanitation was complete.” But all 
this makes no difference* whatever to the jourr*alists who 
have received their ^ instfuctions* to abuse, Vilify,# and 
destroy Lord Haldane. "The placards are printed, the 
facts are garbled, the headlines aje prepared, the violent 
leading articles are written, and t^e vulgarfans of England 
are hypnotized to believe that this “great and distin* 
guished statesman,” who, if any one^man^may be said 
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to have saved Europe from tlie curs^ of Prussian 
domination, saved the situation in the only days of real 
and actual peril, is a Gejman-hearted traitor whose very 
Ijresence in this, country is an^ offence and a menace! 
Lo|*d Haldane^ rises to ^ak in the* House of Lords on 
the question of education, and he is* at oace challenged 
*by a. duke to clear himself of charges formulated by 
irresponsible ^urnalists ^ ; and that same week the whole 
country — this modern England of ours, this England of 
the twentieth century — is placarded with bills bearing the 
legend “ W 5 tch Haldane/' At the beginning of the crisis 
in I914 the placards of this same journal (posted all over 
ther country from one end to the other) bore a very 
different legend. *In those days the legend was not 
“Watchr Haldane,” but “To Hell with Serbia.” 

It is not*a good«^cuse for the average person to allege 
that he' has no time to go into these questions. He ought 
to have neit^ier the time nor* the disposition to read 
disgraceful newspapers. And the very existence of such 
newspapers, which co*uld hardly live in an educated 
community, but which flourish exceedingly in this, is in 
itself,^ a sufficient condemnation of the average person. 
At the door of the average person, who buys, reads, and 
permits himself to be misfed by these ignorant newspapers, 
lies the guilt uf all those things which make us inefficient, 
insular, and stupid. Instead of being on the side of 
progress, the'* average vulgar person in this country is on 
the side of darkness and retrogression. 

The average vulgarian is often extremely good-natured, 
and, in his own sphere, the may be capable, even intelli- 
gent ; but he is deficient in ideas, he allows his prejudice 
to ride him, and he not merely expresses loose opinions, 
but often acts upon those loose opinions in matters 
outside own re^onsible sphere of activity. He 
upbfaid^- the Liberalst for not averting war adopting 

• “ TheVudeness of the rebuke to Lord Haldane when, after a lone 
silence, he rose the upper chamber of the British Parliament to 
speak on a subject, educational reform, upon which he is a recognized 
c authority throughout the world, will aiouse sympathy with him in 
other countrief besides his own.”— -AVw VorJ^ 2'tmis, 
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those very measures which he ne^•er ceases to condemn in 
the Germans. ^ He denounces the war-makers of Germany 
as righteously and scornfully as^he frustrated the work of 
those in this country wh(j were labouring for peace. H# 
damns the working-classes of this* country for their lack of 
discipline and ^ees 3i the discipline of the German people 
nothing but the cowardice of the slave. He is foj ever* 
invoking the law and condemning violence, ljut encounaged 
Ulster to arm itself, even from Germany, against the law 
of his own land. He praises the loyalty of South Africa, 
to whom he would have denied self-government, and ex- 
presses horror when Ireland, from whom he has so •far 
succeeded in withholding self-government, grows mutinous.* 
He chastises the German Chancellor for describing a 
solemn treaty as a scrap of paper, but calls upon ^n Irish 
minority to tear up an Act of PjLsliamenk At one 
moment he cries for Lord Kitchener to save the country, 
and at the next would have him shot for ipcomp^^tence. 
He decries the War Office, the Air Service, and -the 
Government in a manner which • grc^vely troubles our 
allies and very powerfully encourages our enemies, and 
in the same breath calls for a propaganda in foreign 
countries to show that England is playing her full 
part in the struggle. He beliOves the working classes 
to be drunken, idle, dishonest, and with^it any sense 
of patriotism, and would prevent Lord Haldane from 
improving our system of education. He dees not think 
our educational system can stand in need of im- 
provement, because, as one nobleman actually argued 
in the House of Lords, Englishruen have fought bravely 
and shrewdly on the field of battle. He de*clares with an 
absolute conviction ^hat the Englishman is in every way 
the superior of the German, but would*raise a tariff wall 
against the invasion of the English market German 
trade. He hails a labour politiciap from Austf?>lia as a 
heaven-sent genius, bift copld not hcftig quick enougff the 
“agitator’' in his own country. He covered with calumny 
and abuse the venerable minister of religion who declared 
at the beginning of the war that ^Idiers were drugged by ^ 
,, ' See Appendix, Note B. 
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women of the street ; bi^t raised aC cry for the suppression 
of thf illegal traffic in cocaine when the misiphief had been 
done. He accepted the night-club and the music-hall 
lounge as necessary evil^, till they interfered with the 
j^ysical fitness o*f men j;ip was ^payitig to fight for him. 
Everything evft is to him a necessary ‘'evil yntil it touches 
his sa^fety or^ his pocket. He is entirely ignorant of 
literature, of art, of scjence, of nature, and of other nations; 
he has no feeling for beauty and no reverence for holiness ; 
he lives in a villa which is a degradation of architecture, 
surrounded by furniture which is a crime against aestheti- 
cism, and he is so entirely self-satisfied with his way of 
dressing, eating, behaving, and bringing up his family that 
everybody else whose life is conducted on other principles 
appears in his eyes as an impostor, a poseur, or a crank. 
And because his sgn does not run away on the battlefield 
he believes that this son is perfectly equipped for all the 
exigencies of^ modern life. <• 

It is the existence of this self-satisfied and second-rate 
Englishman, the vulgarian of the nation, who is to be 
found in all classes of the community, the highest and 
the lowest, which most seriously threatens the develop- 
ment of our national greatness. But for the silent 
influence of the English Sahib, that cultivated, just, 
honourable, and modest-minded man, perhaps the finest, 
tis he is certainly the most agreeable specimen of the 
human race — but for this influence, and the earnestness 
of the Labour party, and the enthusiasm for moral reforms 
which characterizes the jvumen’s movement, a man who 
knows the intellectual condition of this country might 
almost be tempted to feel Jn despair^ of its future. For 
in spite of the ma^iificent qualities of English character — 
qualities acquired in centuries of tremendous earnestness 
and nobje* simplicity, qualities which manifest J:hemselves 
in gteat emergencies and which wilWiever be licking even 
in the rheanest and most ignorant of us when there is a 
call for courage and endurance — it must be agreed by 
every one who has studied the literature, the drama, the 
“music, the |K)litics, the morals, ^d the manners of this 
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period, that as a natioif we are inferior to the enormous 
needs of the age in which destiny has called upbn ys to 
play a deciding part. Even th^ great war has failed to 
make the whole natior^ sober, serious, and unselfisl>» 
There is still an elelnent in oui; midst *not merely light 
and frivolous,# but “arrogantly s*elfish and unashamedly 
ignorant. • . • 

• • • 

Nevertheless, so fine and splendid are many of our 
qualities that if we can bring ourseVes to see, as the 
best of our nation have seen from the first, the true and 
enduring character of this terrific struggle with the Cerftral 
Powers, we shall at least have the heart and will »for 
the critical duty which even now ’is laid upon us — 
the duty of rebuilding what war is every day destroying 
here in uninvaded England, even in the invaded 
territories of France, Poland, Serbia, and Belgium, fiamely, 
the moral structure of civilization. And if, once ;ve can 
but get back the heart and the will for that great task, 
the talent will swiftly follow. No iiation is composed 
of greater stuffs 

This war is a moral struggle. For all students of 
history and philosophy it is onl/ an episode in the eternal 
conflict between those two vast spiritual powers in the 
world which we call ignorance and knowledge, evil and 
good, hate and love. It is the flaming upf of a volcarpo 
whose concealed and slumbering fires have been fed Ijy 
the thoughts, words, and actions of mankind for all the’ 
generations of the world. We 4Df the present generation, 
with a long and disastrous history to warn us and teach 
us, and in whose wHl it actually lay to weaken and damp 
and destroy those infernal fires, are ^f all generations 
the most guilty. It is ^our genei*ation which ^ has most 
violently fed the volcancj. We , might have* deft the 
ancient mes to smdlildej; out, but* instead we flun*g to 
the invisible demons of hate, slaughter, and death every 
thought and word which were •most certain to bring 
calamity upon our children. ^ And now, while our^ 
* See Appendix, Note C. 
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children fight for us, SLtffer for ui, bleed for i^s, and die 
for u^, tke German sings his Hymn of Hate, and the 
Englishman calls his conference for the destruction of 
Qerman trade. Not yet nave y^e learned the greatest 
lesson of this war. , , • 

C C c 

( 

• From the economic point of view, this war may right- 
fully be called a^ struggle between England and Germany — 
“ between these two Empires, both the descendants of 
the war*god Odin, and yet, because of that, doomed to 
this great conflict” (Cramb). But there is a greater God 
than* Odin, One whose purpose a nobler German than 
Trebtschke strove to follow in the mysterious advance 
of humanity towards truth, beauty, and goodness : there 
is the God of Love. And he who looks below the surface 
of things, agd who .knows that industrialism and money- 
profits and swelling revenues and imperial grandeur cannot 
be the ^im arjd purpose of the ‘Absolute, will surely see 
that .this is a struggle — a struggle to the very death — 
between the Spirit pf Good and the Spirit of Evil. And 
studying with awe and reverence the physical appear- 
ances of this colossal warfare, he will not say glibly that 
it is a fight between England and Germany for the 
trade dominion of the world, but rather a struggle between 
the Russian Christ and the Prussian Satan. 

Englishmen, T think, have hardly yet begun to realize 
that of all the nations of the earth Russia alone has 
preserved the secret of Christ . . Latin nations have endea- 
voured to preserve the forms and discipline of religion : 
Protestant nations have, magnificently striven for the 
ethic of religion : but Russia alone has guarded and 
preserved the sacred flame pf Christ’s simplicity, Christ’s 
unique contribution^ to the human race. Russia believes 
before everything else* that God is Love. This is not 
a mere phrase with her. It is ^the burning centre of her 
existence. And, beliedng that God^s Love, slife believes 
that all iifen are destined to become the children of God, 
that all the nations and races of the earth will one day 
be a brotherhood of lover Her teaching is not Do this ; 
*but Love. She is so consumed Ify the joy, beauty, and 
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satisfaction of love thit she pay* little heed to morality. 
If a man love God, he will be good. To flty to be 
good without this love is to attain something that is poor, 
something that m^ b^ even hard aijd repelling. 
love^ pursue the ic?ea of love^ •think of ^love, dream of 
love, hunger and t&irst after love, drown the soul in the 
thought of absolute love, and to behave meanly or.baselj^ 
will be impossible. • • 

Bernhardi says that the meaning of “ Germany ” is strife 
and war. “ He is a fool,*’ said Frederick the Great, “and 
that nation is a fool, who having the power \o strike his 
enemies unawares, does not strike and strike his deadliest.” 
What does England answer to this satanic creed ? Lord 
Roberts said : “ Germany strikes when Germany’s hour 
has struck. ... It is an excellent policy. It is should 
be the policy of every nation preparec^ to play a great part 
in history.” What docs Satan say?- — “ All these thfngs will 
I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me.’*’ And 
what does Russia say? — “ Tzargrad (Constantinople) cannot 
be separated from the idea of the Kingdom of God.” 

Russia, who has fought more wars for the liberation of 
little peoples than any other Tower, Russia who aloQe has 
stood up against the Turkish oppressors of humble Christ- 
ian races, Russia who establishecl Bulgaria, who withstood 
Napoleonism, and who refused to see Serbig, humiliated — 
this great Russia, once herself the most oppressed and 
persecuted of little peoples, has ever striven to proclaim 
from Constantinople (Tzargrad — the Town of Towiis^ 
the hegemony of God’s children and the peace of the 
world.* « 

Compare the satanic boastfulness of Bernhardi with the 
Christlike longing ^f a great ^Russian, Prince Trubetzkoy. 
The Prince says : • 

Humanity united by the "Spirit of Gpd in one 
whole, and in this f«rm become like God — this is 
the highest exfjresi^on Gt>d’s project^ for the 
world, and this is what must eventually *reign in 
the world. ... • 

“ She is entitled to the g^ratitude of the world ” (Professor Morfillf 
of Oxford). 
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But as yet humanity is tor(i in pieces ; it is not 
one humanity. Nation fights against nation; even 
their faiths are at waf. Restoration of the broken 
whole of hunjanity and so pf all creation — for this 
burn the ^earts oC « those who have seen the 
Spirit. ... * 

• Constantine saw that heathen Rome had power 

over the uationsM'n its own name. His wish was 
that his town should have as the foundation of its 
power the unic^i of the nations in the name of 
Christ . With its position in the centre of the 
highways of the nations, Sophia” means just what 
should unite all nations and serve as the beginning 
of their united* kingdom. . . . How then did St. 
Sophia fall into Turkish hands? . . . By the fact 
that the Christiap Empire lost its essential spirituality, 
and* the real “ Sophia ” lives no longer in Christian 
souis. The material loss Sf the Temple to the 
Turks was only the symbol of the ideal spiritual 
loss. ... r * 

Only as the general liberator of the small nations 
agd as their helper can Russia get Constantinople 
and the Straits. This act can only be thought of as 
the last stage in the liberation of the peoples. Only 
in the nai^e of this universal liberation has Russia 
the right to be crowned with the crown of Tzargrad. 

• ... For this purpose she must get the victory over 
, . her own national egoism, and find in herself a spiritual 

power higher than that of the nations whom she is 
fighting. . . , c 

‘‘Sophia^' is the im?ge of God in the individual 
and in humanity. Ha who has^the image in his 
soul, who see^ it in every individual and nation, 
cannot; bear any lessening of human dignity. All 
i[ijus#ice to humaryty rou^s wrath in the^ heart of 
him , who in de^otiijn underst?lnds “Sophia.'' If 
Russia is willing to suffer for this and is ready for 
great deeds, it sho\t^s that she has raised the altar 
to “Sophia" in her* soul. . . . Sooner or later we 
will heai^this song {Christ is risen) in the Temple 
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itself. St Sophi^ hepself, who lives in the soul of 
the people, will lead thither the Russian Arnfy. ^^Then 
the hymn of the Holy Resurrection will announce the 
great day of the liberation of nations.^ 

Englishmen, I venture to think, do* not yet begin to 
realize how great •is that evertt to whicTi we are now 
approaching — the Russian occupation of Constantinople. 
It means nothing short of a new epoch in Jhiuman history. 
It means a new world. And we are called upon, more 
than any, other nation, by Russia herself, to help in estab- 
lishing these new foundations of the Christian kingdom. 
Are we ready? Are we prepared in mind, in heart, •and 
soul? It will be for us at one end of Europe, as M. 
Sazonoff told me, holding the seas of the world, and for 
Russia at the other end of Europe, with a hundred million 
peasants living on the soil, first to get, upon our feet from 
the economic ruins of war; and it will be for us, with our 
moral earnestness, and for Russia, with her ^irituaj vision, 
to proclaim with one voice to all the nations of the earth, 
Germany included, the end of hate, greed, and cruel war. 
Never to any nation came so great an opportunity as now 
comes, swiftly and appealingly, to the people of the 
British Empire. 

It was said to me not long-ago by one of the Coali- 
tion ministers, a Unionist, that supreme issue of the 
war is the repentance of Germany. This profound saying 
is at the very root of a rightful understanding of tke 
whole matter. Even if we destroy the armies of the 
Central Powers, and invade their territories, and impose* 
our own terms upon them, the ^rue victory of our forces, 
the true compensation for all our sufferihgs and bitter 
loss, will still be jio seek, 'fhe only victory which can 
make this awful struggle of physical force glorious in the 
eyes of our children is the victory which* achieves a 
repentant - Germany. are not fighting* to wreak 

vengeance, or to take territor)^ on to wring an irfdem- 
nity from a beaten foe, but to destroy the* evil in 
Germany and to release the good. We are not fighting 

Prince Eugene Trubet/^oy in The Re-Awakening of Russia, 
Professor J. Y. Simpson (Constable). « 
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to leave ^he world as we‘ found it, iut to leave it purged 
of th 0 possibility of murderous war. And we can only 
^.^hope to reach this consummation by repenting in our- 
sdves of all those dispositions ^ivithjn our souls which 
make for darjcness, igporance, evil^ and hate, and 
encouraging within ourselves all those dfspositions of 
tfte soul which* make for light, knowledge, goodness, and 
love. • It is for us a* moral and spiritual obligation to 
do everything in our power to help Germany to throw 
off the modern machicss of her Prussian violence and to 
restore her to that old and noble condition of idealism 
whicn was once her glory and the blessing of mankind. 

A study of the {political history which culminated in 
this world war of 1914 should help us at least to acquire 
the temper in which alone we can hope to approach 
this spintud warfare with any confidence of victory. 

Germany, said Matthew Arnold, is a nation which has 
never truly lived. And Momrnsen exclaimed in 1903, 
“We* are no longer free citizens.'’ Unhappy a people 
of whom its own ^ poets and philosophers have said 
bitterer things than its enemies. Since 1870, as Lord 
Haldarfie once said, I'rance has had her revenge. Germany 
has absorbed not what is finest in the Gallic spirit, but 
what is lowest. Germany has degenerated without the 
fineness of theuFrench spirit to keep her strong ; and with 
a highly emotional nature which has always exposed her 
to* delusions, sVie has fallen from frugality and power to 
luxury and weakness. One of her historians in America 
said before IQM l^hat it was generally recognized in 
Germany that^^ in the e;ent of a war, successful or 
unsuccessful, Germany would become a republic.^ 

i 

* Of all nations Germany is the least democratic and the most 
snobbish. Ki spite of its reverence for culture, the professor in 
Germj^y not admitted qn terms of equality into Junker society. 
Readers of Werthcr will iteme^piber tl)e scene in which the hero is 
dismissed from a drawing-room on account of his birth, and how he 
very nearly “ripped up his teart” in consequence. The same gulf 
still exists between the landowning class and the professors of culture. 
Jn Russia, on the other hand, the most^^ eminent professor, perhaps 
the first thinker 4n that Empire, is a Prince— Eugene Trubetzkoy. 
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Before we proceed to a stud}^^ of that historv, let me 
venture to insist upon the vital importance of right think- 
ing, Truth is of the very essence of morality, A nia^ 
who gets drunk ma^ be^a more disgusting object than hi^ 
wrong-thinking neighbour, but* he is not §o dangerous to 
the State. Il is an immoral ac! to accept as a true thing 
that which we have not examined with out* reason^ and ft 
is a highly Immoral act to advance* as true^ seeking* sym- 
pathy for it and converts to it, any opinion or idea of 
whose truth we are not entirely and rationally convinced. 
Vice is a sin against the body, loose thinking is a sin 
against reason. God is not only Beauty and Goodness, 
He is also Truth. We oppose the Divine Will when we 
engage ourselves in the spiritual kingdom of opinion on 
the side of ideas which are not true ideas. Life,*whatever 
its origin or purpose, is development • We mrove and we 
change and we become. If we are not moving away from 
ignorance, if we are not changing our garments of preju- 
dice, and if we are not becoming every day more right and 
more true, we are a hindrance to"the^ function of life, and 
we may be guilty of great sin. It is our bounden duty, at 
whatever cost in social convenience or in popuIarity»or in 
riches, to place ourselves absohitely on the side of truth in 
the moral conflict of the worlS. Only when we deeply 
convince ourselves that truth is of twin inaportance with 
goodness, only when we feel ourselves as profoundly 
ashamed of holding a false opinion as of doing a dis- 
graceful act, only when we are conscious in ourselves o L^^ 
hunger and thirst for unerring accuracy of thought and 
will and desire, only then can i/e call ourselves rational 
and moral beings. 

** Knowledge,’^ says Mr. Clititton-Brock in TAe UltimaU 
Belief, “ is always a means to an end,*" and that end the 
truth j so that without the desire foir the truth tt.,is like the 
technique of an art used for* some purpose not artwtic,^^such 
as mone3rmaking — alid the result, in both cases;, is non- 
sense.” The Germans, he says, could not be so docile in 
their beliefs “ if they had not been* trained to believe what 
is convenient rather than what is*true.” Remain Rolland 
has said that of all the snortcomings of Prussmn Imperial 
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ism, the ^orst and the vilest is to have concealed its crimes 
from*its people, “for by depriving them of the means of 
\^rotesting against those Crimes it has involved them for 
ever in the responsibility ; it hasiabuied their magnificent 
devotion. . . . One cannt)t pardon thpse whose duty it is 
to seek truth in the midst of error, and to Iftiow the value 
of interested \^itnesses and passionate hallucinations.” 



EDWARD THE SEVENTH A’S. 
STATESMAN 



You have said that the strength of North Germany lay 
in this, that the idea of science governed every depart- 
ment of human activity there. You, my dear friend, 
live In a country .where at present the idea of clap-trap 
governs every department of human activity. Great 
events arfe happening in the world, and Mr. Goldvvin 
Smith tells you that “ England will be compelled to 
speak at last.” It would be truly sad if, when she does 
speak, she should talk nonsense. To prevent such a 
disaster, I will give you this piece of advice, with which 
I take my leave: “Get'Geisl” [infclli^^cnce), 

, Friendship's Garland 



CHAPTER I 


EDWARD THE SEVENTH AS STATESMAN 

I HAVE heard Sir Sidney Lee’s well-known article on 
King Edward the Seventh, which appeared in the 
Dictionary of National Biography^ criticized, by a man 
who lived for a great number of ye^rs in close intimacy 
with King Edward, and •who certainly knew him both as 
sovereign and individual far better than any of the King’s 
biographers. • , 

With the help of this criticism, it is possible to form 
from Sir Sidney Lee’s article, which is otherwise, I think, 
very misleading, an extremely clear notion of iKing 
Edward’s personality, and also^to gather a distinct idea 
as to the part he played in the politics of his period. 
And since the notions gained in this ma'ffner agree in 
substance with the opinions of other men of.my acquaint- 
ance who enjoyed the King’s friendship, and since they 
are also, on the whole, in agreement with Lord Esher^ 
published essay on The Infiueftc^ of King Edward, I feel 
myself justified in the assumption that ‘the following 
estimate of le roi cJiarmeur, to ^se Lord Rosebery’s phrase, 
is one which the future historian will •confirm. 

King Edward was a n:\ost amiabie type of tte educated 
man of tbe world. He had very few prejimi^^es, was 
averse fmn anything in fhe natilr^p of fanaticism,*’ and 
took a generous pleasure in being kind and charming. 
He was not a learned man, he iiad no intense feeling 
for beauty in art, and he had little enthusiasm for 
the literature of those^ languages which i\p spoke so * 
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admirably well. But it« is not tnie, as Sir Sidney Lee 
would have us think, that “ apart from newspapers he 
practically read nothing iij mature years,” and absolutely 
Mntrue that “ his natural buoyancy of disposition and his 
numerous social * pleasures ana interests outside the 
political sphere? effectuafly counteracted tj:ie depressing 
influence of pu^jlic affairs.” The King was a conscientious 
king, ^nd from the h<?ur of his accession to the day of 
his death made it a solemn part of his duty to follow 
public affairs with , sympathy and intelligence ; and he 
certainly laboured hard within the limits of his constitu- 
tionfdl office for what he earnestly and truly believed to 
be the welfare of his people and the good of the whole 
world. 

He wa,s one of the best conversationalists in Europe, 
thanks to .a well-ordered memory and very remarkable 
powers ^of intuition.* “In his presence,” says Lord Esher, 
“much^of the^ ordinary kind of knowledge, mere informa- 
tion,. was apt to drop into unimportance. The things he 
knew seemed majestic and significant, and common learn- 
ing appeared a mere accomplishment. Lord Beaconsfield 
had noticed much the same quality in the talk of Queen 
Victoria.” King Edward, this authority insists, was 
“ beyond all question in the category of the great” Per- 
haps it would be more accurate to say that in him were 
many elemeifts of greatness, and wiser to insist on the 
attractive nature of his remarkable personality. 

Lord Esher does not tell his reader anything about the 
"Iving’s humour— his persiflage, his wit, his love of chaff*. 
But this roistering side fo his nature, so reminiscent of 
Henry VHI, - was an essential quality in the King’s 
character. In the days of, his youth it could be a little 
unkind, almost cruel, but as he advanced in life it became 
nothing rnore than tke spontaqeous good-humour of a 
thoroughly frank and cordial nature. I h^ve heard 
numVirous stories illu^frating 6ie quickness of wit and 
the playfulness of his humouf. Very often he would 
employ chaff* to put his ministers in a good mood, and 
sometimes a neat mof of the King was a check to bump- 
tious people in society. He lo\»ed to surround himself 
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with witty people who could see* a joke quickly and who 
could t^ amusing stories without tediousness.^ ^ 

The King’s shortcomings wgere neither numerous nor 
grave. His virtues^ wer^ many and great. He loved to 
make people happy, and was perfectly at Jiis ease with all 
sorts and coaditiofls of men. He had great sympathy 
with pain and suffering. He wanted to improve the b^d 
conditions of human life. And he had an almost unerring 
instinct for the right remedy. He saw the heart of a 
problem when abler men were stil> fumbling with the 
circumference. He broke through the officiSl difficulties 
of diplomacy and got as soon as possible into human 
contact with the lives of men and women behind diplo- 
macy. He believed in settling problems over a dinner- 
table, and was for ever trying to get quarrelsome people 
away from the cold region of controversy into Irhe warmer 
and more generous atmosphere of hospitality. He had 
a singular genius for perSuading enemies to see the good 
in each other. He had an immense store of natural 
courage, and would face the most* difficult and unpleasant 
situation with so fine a grace and so winning a charm that 
one might have thought he courted the ordeal for ^ dis- 
play of his skill. Nothing ever daunted him. He had 
unbounded faith in the common* sense and the good-nature 
of humanity. He believed that with time ^nd tact every 
problem in politics and diplomacy could be solved by 
honest men who sincerely sought, not for their own ends, 
but for the peace and happiness of mankind. There 
nothing in his nature mean or narrow, and to a very* 
considerable degree he had an international mind. 

There were three chief political enthusiasms in the 

• 

* The King was very particular about clothes, and it amused him 
that his two organizers of defence, Lord% Fisher and t^rd Haldane, 
were notoriously indifferent fo such matters. Lord Fifeer has told 
me how the® King once insisted#that he should buy himstJhf a^tweed 
suit for vTSffts to country* houses, merciles^y chaffing him^ about the 
old blue serge suit in which he always made his appearance. Lord 
Haldane once arrived at a country housg in a brown felt hat of suit- 
able shape and quality, but of a somiewhat pronounced antiquity. 
“Ah!” cried the King to the people' surrounding him, “here he « 
comes, wearing the hat bequeathed to him by Goethe !” 
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King’s life — housing reform, education, and peace. These 
three jsnthusiasms, if we think about them, are at the very 
foundation of social welfare. The genius of the King 
carried him straight to the es^entij|ls of progress and 
reform, lie kgew that men and women, housed as the 
vast majority of people are housed in thesccislands, could 
iTot be. a happy, healthy, or contented people. He knew, 
too, that with all its splendid qualities, English democracy 
is the worst educated of the chief European democracies ; 
and he saw that igrforance and stupidity are this nation’s 
greatest enemies. He knew, also, that if the fires of 
natfonal animosities were fanned by politicians and 
journalists, Euroj^e must burst into flame. 

King Edward sought with real earnestness to encourage 
housing peform, to improve our whole system of national 
education, •and to Ipring the nations of the world into 
friendly harmony. He was seriously and deeply inter- 
ested in these three things, th^ last of them gaining a 
finahascendancy in his mind. If he had enjoyed greater 
political power, and«if he had lived a few years longer, it 
is quite possible that the great scheme of national educa- 
tion, vwhich was the dream of Lord Haldane and which 
took tentative shape in the Budget of 1914, would now be 
in operation. 

It is a mist^^ke to suppose that King Edward brought 
about the entente with France, but a far greater mistake to 
shppose that he endeavoured to direct that understanding 

the heart of Germany. All his serious biographers are 
agreed, and all his friends whom I have consulted concur 
in this, that the King merely added the grace of his 
personality to* the diplomacy of his ministers, both 
Unionist and Liberal, wliD were seeking for a better 
understanding witn France. He did not initiate this 
movement^ but he lent it the very powerful aid of his 
persijna^ influence. i^,nd it i$ more or less accepted by 
most mgn who had Miy^hing tp do* with forei^ politics 
during this period that the King’s influence, the mere charm 
and urbanity of the fnan, very substantially minimized 
, the difficulties of the diplomatists. 

When th« King went to RevalSn June 1908, it was not 
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to draw Russia into an anti-German alliance, as some 
people supposed, but merely to heal, by his friendshijp and 
affection, the very natural soreness which certain people in 
Russia felt at Britain’s alititude during tl^e war with Japan, 
It was characteristic of his grac(^ and tact*that he refused 
to let the Nitvy s?nd with the*royal yacht an imposing 
escort ; he did not want to dazzle but to -soothe Russia. 
He was followed by only two smcfll cruisers — two •small 
cruisers, however, which drew deeper water than could be 
found in the Kiel Canal, through wMch he had to pass, 
so that two other cruisers had to wait for hTim off Kiel, 
where Prince Henry of Prussia represented the Kaiser ; 
but that was a stroke of the Admiralty : the King knew 
nothing about it. One who journeyed with the King, and 
who was present at the first luncheon-party at Reval, tells 
me that he will never forget the glooni and restraint of the 
proceedings during the meal itself, nor how all this gloom 
and restraint gradually *gave way before •the infinitely 
patient tact of the King’s manner and the irresistible 
charm of the King’s personality. The function, which 
began so awkwardly, ended in an arm-and-arm walk of 
the two sovereigns on a beflagged deck, with the cjieers 
of a vast multitude gathered* about the harbour ringing 
in their ears. 

The object of the King in going to Russhj^ was exactly 
the same object which had taken him to Paris and also to 
Cronberg and to Ischl. It was the peace 'of the world. 
He sought by his presence and his friendship to strcngthojri ^ 
the efforts of his ministers, who were likewise seeking the 
peace of the world. If he went fo Paris with this purpose, 
he went with no other purpose to the German Emperor 
at Cronberg and to the Austrian Emperor at Ischl. He 
desired to show these monarchs by thc*courtesy of a visit, 
and by his warm fricndh'ness durmg these vi1^(?ds, that he 
was on the side of his n^'nisters ^in seeking th(r> world’s 
peace, •'fo think ‘that^, he initiated any diplomatic 
ventures is absurd, but to suppose that his visits were 
without serious and noble purpose is also absurd. It 
was the King’s faith that as good an understanding 
could be reached by fairness, patience, ai>d tact with 
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Germany and with Austria as with Russia and with 
Francp. 

Lord Esher has stated# the King's attitude towards 
Germany in the qjearest possible# language: 

The absurd Press campaigns in Great Britain and 
in Germany, carrie(^ on by men* with honest and 
patriotic mtentions, but ignorant and misguided, 
saddened and annoyed him. He disliked exaggeration 
and detested mischief-making. His mind was singu- 
larly free from •insular prejudice. He never yielded 
for a moment to the feeling of panic, and was unmoved 
*by the loud-toned declamation of those who read 
nothing but sinister menaces in the legitimate 
strengthening of their armaments by the Great Powers 
of the world. On the other hand, no one was more 
deterntined thap he that no stone should be left 
unturned to render the defensive forces of his own 
country powerful and efficieht, for he was aware that 
the immunity of the British Empire from attack is the 
greatest safeguard df that European Peace which was 
the main preoccupation of his later years. 

King Edward was far too shrewd, his knowledge 
was too profound, and" his appreciation of the con- 
ditions of European commercial rivalry too keen, not 
to realize fully the true meaning of the efforts of 
the German Kaiser and the German people to 
^ strengthe'h the German Fleet, and to broaden the scope 
of German colonial enterprise. He was acquainted 
with eminent business men of all nationalities, and he 
was intimately conscious of the novel conditions of 
that international commercial struggle for the open 
markets of the world v/hich was ^slowly but surely 
taking the plrfce of the somewhat aimless national 
rivalrif^ of the years immediately following the 
ipaknng of the German Empire and the kingdom of 
Italy. ... I ^ ^ 

No one could be long in the vicinity of King 
Edward without discovering that he liked Germany 
and the German peddle. No one could have watched 
the King and the Kaiser together without noticing 
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that the two men, in spite V>f difference in tempera- 
ment and divergence of ideals, bore a curious likeness 
to each other, that blood, is thicker than watfer, and 
that not only^ mujual respect, but real admiration 
underlay their intercourse.^ 

There^are 5 ome who re<?all that fn January 1910 
the King mentioned with grave emotjon that^he Imd 
written warmly to the Emperor on his birthday, 
expressing a strong wish that Germany and England 
should always work together Jn the interests of 
European Peace, which acting together they can 
always ensure.^ • 

Lord Esher makes it perfectly plain that the ambition 
of Edward the Seventh was to bring Germany into the 
Entente of France, Russia, and Great Britain. “With 
this policy, liberal, progressive, and yet eminently con- 
servative, and noble because of its pacific tendencies, 
its unselfish aspects, and its aspirations ,for the future 
of mankind, must ever be connected the name of. King 
Edward VII of Great Britain and Ireland, who presided, 
if not over its inception, over its partial triumph.” 

The popular idea that King Edward was a political 
strategist who sought to isolate Germany and ring her 
^;:Qund with enemies is as false* and monstrous as the idea 
which Sir Sidney Lee would seem to suggest, that the 
King loved his pleasures and his ease t^o well to be 
bothered by the business of a tiresome wiorld. He was 
above everything else a conscientious king, an intelligent 
king, and a serious king, ' 

Not only were the Pri\^ Councillors and citizens 
of London, who were present in the Banqueting Hall 
of St. Jamesjs Palace January 23, 1902, moved to 
admiration by the noble words — written by the King’s 
own unguided h^nd — in which he announced his 
determination, so long as there was breath in his 
body, to work for *the ^oftd and amelioration of 
his people, but tho^je who stAod nearer to* him still, 
and were for the succeeding^days in close touch with 

* The Influence of Kinz Edward^ •by Viscount Esher, pp, 54-56. 
(John Murray.) • ^ 
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the labours of State as they accumulated hour by hour 
at Marlborough House, realized immediately that in 
fidward VII the country had come into possession 
of a great monarch. t f 

So far /rom his 4)revious life, with its want of 
concentrated energy,* with its so-cSlIed /rivolities, and 
with what men, always prejudiced and sometimes 
insincere, •call its ceremonial inanities, proving an 
obstacle to kingship, the sheer humanity of it had 
left him unscatlied of soul and most extraordinarily 
^ well equipped for dealing with the gravest problem 
* with which a sovereign has to deal, that is to say, the 
eternal problem of making good use of the average 
man. Few have equalled, and certainly no one has 
ever ^surpassed. King Edward in handling, not dex- 
terously, because the word implies overconscious- 
ness, but with grace past understanding, his fellow- 
man.^ « • 

To say, or to hint, that he did not take his kingship 
seriously, that he did n6t strive with genuine earnestness 
to fulfil his vow of working for his people “so long as there 
was breath in his body,” is to traduce the memory of 
a most lovable, kind-hearted, and gracious king. He 
worked industriously and* with real sympathy to fulfil 
his vow, to §£i*ve his people, and to leave the world as 
his chief legacy the hope of European Peace. 

•“No one,” Says Lord Esher, and the fact is notorious, 
J*SOu\d be long in the vicinity of King Pldward without 
discovering that he liked Germany and the German people.” 
What was it, let us inqufre, that he saw as likeable and 
attractive in Germany and the German people. 

If he had been a philosopher or an •ardent enthusiast 
of music, we could ‘easily understand why he should like 
Germany a^sd the German people,* But since he lived his 
life outside the borders of culti^re, we must condude that 
he saw iij German people something that was quitFsimply 
and humanly likeable, and found in Germany something 
that rested and refreshed*' his mind. This would not seem 
^,to any travelled Englishntan an astonishing or a remark- 
* T/cc Influence of King Edwcu d, pp, 40, 41. 
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able thing, if the horror of war nad not made us think 
of Germany with repugnance and of the Germans ^with 
disgust Other English people besides King Edward have 
liked Germany and^^ the •German peopl^. Every year a 
host of refined people from this country# have gone to 
Germany in search* of something that was lacking here, 
and have returned with pleasantest memories of thS 
German people. ^ Before the war ho man would have 
been upbraided, even by the most ignorant of our news- 
papers, for calling Germany his spiritual home. ^ Germany, 
it may be said, is the spiritual home of every philosopher 
and every idealist. 

King Edward saw the good in Germans as well as the 
bad. He loved their well-ordered cities and towns, their 
simple habits of life, their notable efficiency, And their 
respect for refinement, learning, and authority.* He dis- 
liked their touchiness, their swagger, and their boastful- 
ness. The scaremongerIn*g journalist in Gertnany was as 
obnoxious to his mind as the scaremongering and equally 
vulgar journalist on the Thames.* Ahd he detested the 
self-sufficiency and the rather insolent vanity of the German 
jingo. 

But the King was a far-seeiitg and shrewd man of the 
world. He knew that it was impossible to repress a highly 
intelligent people numbering between sixty seventy 
millions. Moreover, he was wise enough and tolerant 
enough to believe that contact with a natioif so efficient, 
industrious, and disciplined would be for the good of other 
peoples. His policy, having seen the entente of his own 
country with its ancient enemies, i^ussia and^ France (con- 
cerning whom our jingo Press had quite recently been 
uttering the most ferocious hatted and scorn), was to per- 
suade Germany, thus isolated and^ imperilled, to make a 
fourth party in this grand alliance of the Great '^.^owers for 
the peace of the world, l^t cannqj be too emphati^rall}^ 
stated or*1too widely Idiowq that F>dw|.rd the Seven^li never 
suggested, never supported, and never once entertained the 
notion of isolating Germany. Hi^ mind was not destruc- 
tive, but constructive. He was sd little of a militarist or a 


See .Appendix/ Note D. 
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jingo that he had no fai^h in the moral or material advan- 
tages of victory by physical force. It was with him a 
commonplace, says Lord Esher, that in a war between 
Germany and Great Britain “ victory jfo either nation would 
spell disaster ^or both.” * Fighting was repugnant to him. 
He loathed the very idea of arbitra^nentiby the sword. 
•And Jie regarded an armed conflict between Great Britain 
and ‘Germany as one of the most terrible calamities that 
could afflict the world. 

Palmerston said? “England and Germany have naturally 
a direct interest in assisting each other to become rich, 
united, and strong, and there ought not to be in the mind 
of any enlightened man of either country any feeling 
of jealousy as to the progress made by the other country 
in civilijfation and prosperity.” And every Conservative 
statesman of ai^^y eminence, including Mr. Joseph 
Chamberlain, has said the same thing. 

This sensible view was the \fiew of King Edward, and 
the* ambition dearest to his heart towards the end of his 
life was to bring the 'enlightened men of both countries 
to take this view. He desired with all his heart to silence 
“ the absurd Press campaigns in Great Britain and 
Germany, carried on by men with honest and patriotic 
intentions, but ignorant and misguided,” which “ saddened 
and annoy^ him ” ; and he desired, also with all his 
heart, finally to draw the German Empire into a working 
alliance with Russia, France, and Great Britain for the 
welfare of all nations and the good governance of the 
entire world. 

«• 

This noble aim of a noble king was frustrated by forces 
in both countries which l«ve darkness rather than light, 
and which are without either generosity of heart or clear- 
ness of yision. In Germany there were men who would 
not^ h# persuaded that King Edward was konest, who 
assert^ that England’^ traditionai policy is to egg on 
other Powers to fight the Power which most seriously 
threatens her own commercial supremacy, and who saw 
in the entente of Great?* Britain with Russia and France, 
irrefutable evidence that England was compassing the 
I 
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destruction of Gemiany.^ And m England there were 
men who refused to believe that Germany desired friend- 
ship with this country, who igrtored the Socialists,* the 
philosophers, and thdk peace party in Germany, and who 
insisted that firebrands like Bernb^rdi spok^ for the entire 
German nation* THbse men, in both countries, frustrated 
the policy of King Edward. Instead of insisting .upotT 
the good elements in each nation,* instead of seeking 
sympathy between the excellent qualities of the two 
peoples, they each fastened with hysterical exaggeration 
on that which was bad, second-rate, and suspicions in 
the other, insisting that behind all the courtesies *of 
diplomacy and all the make-belief of “ peace cranks,” 
was the deadly intention of war. 

* 

There was one man among his ministers more than 
any other in whom King Edward trusted for wisdom, 
imagination, and organising thoroughness.* This, man 
was Lord Haldane. Sir Sidney Lee says of the King : 
His attitude to measures Was always conditioned 
to a large extent by his interest in the men who 
framed them, and his liking for Mr. Haldane, dhe 
War Minister who created the Territorial Army, mainly 
inspired his personal patronage of the movement. 

He also says of the 1905 Cabinet, after mentioning a 
few of the ministers whom the King liked 

Mr. Haldane, Secretary for War, vfhose genial 
temper and grasp of German life and learning ap- 
pealed to him, quickly became a persona grata. 
With the ministers in oth^ posts he found less in 
common, and he came into little contact with them, 
save in ceremenial functif)ns. 

The late Lord Redesdale, who, besides being a friend 
of King Edward’s, was«a very capable obser^^er and a 
reliable student of public ^affairs, also tells us, 4*jn his 
MemoneSy of the King’s associa1^*oi?.with Lord PIal 3 ane, 
The passage in which Re mentions the matter is de- 
serving of quotation, and may weil be reflected upon by 

* A Russian diplomatist once said Professor J. Y. Simpson, 
“ England has never made a permanent alliance.” 
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those numerous people^who have accented ignorant and 
abusive newspaper opprobrium of Lord Haldane as just 
and *true. Lord Redescfele says on p. 1 84, in the ^ first 
volume of his Memories, after# refe^'ring to the King’s 
earnest and ^ympatheti|p interest in home politics, and 
taking his support of Lord Haldane’^ scheme of a Terri- 
torial, Army for an illustration : 

‘ Right c nobly ‘have the Territorials justified their 
existence and the confidence of the King in the 
great War Minister who was responsible for them. 
I have been privileged to see a letter from one of 
the greatest of our Generals at the front. It would 
be difficult to imagine a finer tribute to Lord Plal- 
dane’s administration of the War Office. It is now 
generally acknowledged that but for him and for 
the measures which he initiated, our position at the 
beginning of the war would have been very different 
from what it was. He eliabled us to send out a 
* force which, if still insufficient to break the German 
legions, was yet worthy of England. The rest will 
follow. I hold no brief for Lord Haldane, nor should 
, I be guilty of the impertinence of attempting any 
estimate of his work.*' He is too great a man, and 
can afford to be judged by results. 

There is. a suggested error in the statement of Sir 
Sidney Lee that Lord Haldane “ quickly became a 
persona grata ” with King Edward. This sentence, taken 
with its context, implies that the King did not meet his 
minister till the year 1905. The truth is that - Lord 
Haldane was on terms of cordial intimacy with the King 
while that monarch was still the Prince of Wales. This 
intimacy began long before^ Lord Haldane was a minister, 
and it began ovfcr a great question in which both men 
were seripusly interested, the qimstion of education. 

In *^he year 1898, at a tirne when the Unionists were 
in povver. Lord HaldAnq was working in agreement with 
his friend but political opponent, Mr. Arthur Balfour, 
to save the London r University Act from destruction. 
This incident, which is<very little known outside political 
circles, is one of those pleasurable and surprising proofs 
€ 
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that in the artifi'^al and often dishonest wrangling of 
political parties there are men in either camp who will 
join forces, undertake thankless* tasks, and spare tfiern- 
selves no pains, to dhve iiomething which they believe is 
for the good of the community, from th^ accidents of 
partisan warfare. • 

Supported by enthusiasts for education like Mr. •CeciT 
Rhodes, Lord Haldane laboured at this sanje time Ifke a 
giant to set up in London a Technical College that should 
rival the famous Fligh School at Chark)ttenburg. It was 
while seeking a site for this college, having securcd 
enormous sums of money for his purpose, that he first 
came into contact with Edward the Seventh. The Prince 
of Wales, as he then was, sent for Mr. Haldane, whose 
speeches on the need for provincial universfties and 
technical colleges were beginning to attract attention, and 
inquired whether the Imperial Institute, then in difficult 
circumstances, would nof be a good building for the 
London University. 

Over this proposition the two mefi appear to have drawn 
near to each other, and when Mr. Haldane proceeded on 
another occasion to discuss the question of a site for -the 
new Imperial College of Science and Technology, this 
intimacy became closer. J 3 efore*the year 1905, which was 
before Mr. Haldane took office, the two„ men were 
constantly together — a sure sign, if Sir Sidney Lee 
wanted one, that Edward the Seventh todk a serious 
interest in public affairs. It was on the King’s personal 
suggestion to Lord Salisbury, when he ascended the throne, 
that Mr. Haldane, a private merrfber of Parliament and a 
member belonging to the Opposition, was hiade a Privy 
Councillor. Everybody at th» time was aware, men of 
both parties, that Mr. Haldane was freqifently at Bucking- 
ham Palace, Windsor, and Balmoral, and that the King 
constantly -included his name in the list of those pe(ft|D^e he 
desired to meet at dinner or d acini' a week-end yisit. 

What is not so well kno^n, and what may surprise some 
of Lord Haldane’s traducers, is the fiict that it was the wish 
of King Edward himself that Lord Haldane should go to 
the War Office. How i^ord Haldane fulfilled the con- 
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fidence of this wise sovereign we sh^ see in the next 
chapter ; for the present there is something more to be 
said* about the associalSon of these two men in the 
sphere of foreign politics. f f 

During the j/isit of the German Emperor to this country 
in November 1907 Lord Haldane >^as a#guest of King 
lid ward at VWndsor Castle, The War Minister was in the 
King's completest cdnfidence concerning foreign affairs ; 
he was also the closest friend of Sir Edward Grey, the 
Foreign Secretary* and he was more conversant than any 
other Englishman with the political situation in Germany. 

was earnestly hoped by King Edward that in the midst 
of the festivities at Windsor this trusted minister would 
be able to remove* from the minds of his German guests 
that unhappy element of suspicion and distrust which 
alone, as he thougl\t, stood in the way of an understanding 
betwe'en the two countries. 

The Frenoh Ambassador was Ware of this hope of King 
Edward, and there was not a minister in the Cabinet, nor 
a responsible statesman among the Opposition, who did 
not desire the success of Lord Haldane. How very nearly 
thk great and distinguished statesman succeeded in his 
difficult undertaking, how very nearly the peace of the 
world was secured during those few days at Windsor, will 
one day bejold by the historian. Suffice it to say, at this 
point, that he did succeed in disabusing the minds of 
important C?brman personages of the idea that this country 
sought the hemming-in of Germany, and that he earned 
the thanks of the King and the gratitude of statesmen 
in allied countries for ^,he great step he had been able 
to take towafds the ideal of a European Peace. 

« «• 

King Edward*’ believed that the real menace to this 
country pame, not from the military ambitions of Germany, 
but^fpom the superior education of the average German 
citizen^ He hoped /and believed 4 :hat diplomacy could 
accommodate Germiny in that country’s desire for Eastern 
expansion, and he wjt.s most careful to avoid giving the 
impression that Great Britain saw anything unnatural or 
inimical in this German ambitiofl. What he really feared 
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was the keener inftlligence, the ceaseless industry, and the 
intense earnestness'of the average German citizen ; and he 
was drawn to Lord Haldane fai more by their cotrfmon 
enthusiasm for an iShproj^ed system of national training 
than by anything else. ^ > 

But the Kin^ wa5> sensible of a Spirit in Germany which 
at least threatened the peace of the world.*. He savy thaf 
the work of diplomatists was slow, and thaf even inr the 
process of working for peace war might suddenly emerge 
from the very conflicts of compromis^e and adjustment 
He was in some ways a great optimist, but he \^as never a 
fool. It became, then, a matter of the first importance to 
him that the British Navy and the British Army should be 
brought to the highest degree of perfection. ‘‘ No one,” 
Lord Esher has told us, was more determined* than he 
that no stone should be left unturned to render the defen- 
sive forces of his own country powerful and efficient.^ Sir 
Sidney Lee would have u!5 believe that he was only inter- 
ested in the work of the Navy and Army because of 'the 
personalities of Lord Haldane and* Lord Fisher ; but this 
is a very gross misstatement. It is perfectly true that the 
King knew nothing about army organization and nothing 
about naval administration, but Lord Haldane and Lord 
Fisher have both told me on mafty occasions, Lord Fisher 
with the greatest possible emphasis, how much they owed 
to the constant interest and sympathy of the King. 

There was a time when Lord Fisher hac> scarcely a 
friend in the world except the King, and when, but for the 
King, it would have been well-nigh impossible for him to 
have completed his naval revollition. And it was the 
King’s express wish that Lord Haldane ishould go to 
the War Office because he had faith in that minister’s 
industry, seriousness, pertinacity, and gefiius for organiza- 
tion. He was not an e; 5 cpert, and* naturally enough, he 
could not ,concern himself with the infinite amo^jjit of 
detail which falls to j;he lot*of ministers engaged in naval 
and army organization ; btit so weir*aware was the King 
of the most serious condition of tljings both at the Ad- 
miralty and the War Office (as we#shall see later on), and 
so anxious was the King for the security of these islands, 
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that he took the greate^ care to suppom the two men who 
more than any others in the country^he trusted to bring 
ordeY and efficiency outiof chaos and muddling. 

The policy of King Edward \^as t(/ prepare this country 
for defence, ^nd to remove every possible obstacle to 
the peace of the world? He saw that Germany was the 
greatest thre^-t to the world’s peace, not because she was 
wickeder or^ more • covetous than other nations, but 
because she had come into the world a hundred years too 
late. At the sama time he hoped and believed that it was 
possible tb avert war by candour and fair-dealing, by 
sympathy and co-operation, and by a frank and hearty 
desire for peace. He never despaired of his fellow- 
creatures. 

Such was the policy of the King, a policy inherited by 
him fronv his father, from Baron Stockmar, and from Lord 
PalmGrston. It was the policy of a good man, a wise 
man,^and a far-seeing man. And it was the policy of all 
that is best, safest, and least unworthy in the country 
of which he was the «overeign-lord. That it failed was 
not the fault of the King, nor is its failure a proof that the 
pQlicy was false. It might have succeeded, and if it had 
succeeded Europe would not now have been drenched 
with blood, deluged with tears, and laid waste by ruin. 
Let those who criticized this policy think upon the 
devastatioTf and bereavement of Europe, and ask them- 
selves on their conscience whether they are free of guilt 
for all that dreadful mass of suffering and death. And 
let those who followed that policy, and worked for it with 
the enthusiasm of ideatsts and with the wisdom of sane 
and moral men, not lose heart, and not despair, but 
continue to see in that policy of the dead King the only 
reasonable hope «for the world’s enduring peace when this 
tyranny is overpast. 

The point I desire to establish [n the present chapter 
is this, that while ahere are men in our country whose 
blood-guiltiness is pnly second to the guiltiness of 
the German war part}^ England can most truly say that 
she herself, by the hand of her lining and the hand of his 
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most trusted servknt, very earnestly and very patiently 
sought to avert tne horrors of war and to remove ^from 
the mind of that Ppwer which by its late entrance^ into 
world-politics most &riouely threatened the world's peace 
the last reason for suspicion and unrest. » 

I can also w?th assurance lhat Russia and France 
were equally desirous of peace, and equally* satisfied witfi 
England's policy. Neither France n6r Russia wanted^war, 
neither France nor Russia considered themselves as allied 
to destroy Germany, and neither France nor Russia would 
have supported England in a wanton attack upon Germany. 

There was in the world only one menace to peace, and 
that menace was the increasing population, the increasing 
prosperity, and the increasing unrest of the German Empire. 
Those people in Germany who preached thaf France, 
Russia, and Britain were making a ring, of steel found the 
German Empire intensified this menace to peace ; and 
those people in England v^ho never lost an opportunity of 
suggesting that France, Russia, and Britain were allied in 
enmity against the German nation played directly into the 
hands of the German war party. 

War came because neither Germany nor England had 
faith in each other’s honesty ; and it came in spite of Herr 
von Bethmann-Hollweg’s desperate efforts to avoid war and 
in spite of the British Government’s heroic efforts up to the 
eleventh hour to convince the German war party that 
Britain was passionately desirous of peace. * 

Europe was turned into a bear-garden by the average 
vulgarian in Germany and England. The war is a 
gigantic retribution on wrong-thiilking. 




THE BRITISH WAR MACHINE 



You know I do not join in the common dislike of your 
nation, or in the belief in its certain decay. But 
no ‘nation ^can, without danger, go on stuffing its 
mind with such nonsense as is talked by the news- 
papers which you are stupid enough to quote with 
admiration. 


Friendship's Garland 



CHAPTER II 

THE BRITISH WAR MACHINE . 

L ord ESHER, who has a special authority for 
speaking on this matter, tells us that po one was 
more determined than King Edward that no stone 
should be left unturned to render the defensfve forces of 
his country powerful an^ efficient. 

Since, then, it was at the wish of this determin6d King 
that Lord Haldane became Secretary of State for War at 
the end of 1905, we may justly consider that the King, who 
had a shrewd eye for capacity and character, consider^ 
that Lord Haldane was a man who would labour to make 
the British Army powerful and efficient. 

And since Field- Marshal Lord French, with better oppor- 
tunities of judging than any other man in •the country, 
declared in the year 1912, when Lord Haldane’s work was 
completed, that this “great and distinguished statesman,** 
as he subsequently called him, had “ inaugurated and made 
a military fighting machine and^i system of national defence 
such as this country never had before.” : and since a 
military authority like General Knox, in his book The 
Flaw in our Armour^ spealcs of Lor^ Haldane, differing 
from him in policy, as “ the gneatest War Minister we 
have had since the days of Cardwell *’ : and siiiK:e so con- 
scientious a critic of military afffjirs as Lord Sylfenham 
declares that this •country ne\ er entered upon •war in a 
better state of preparedness than in August 1914: and 
since so thoroughgoing an anti-German as Mr. Arnold 
White, who has since abused Cord Haldane, said in 1909 
that his achievement stamps him as one of the master- 
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minds of our era*^ and since a techni^l organ like the 
United^ Service Gazette sajd in Augusj 1914 that Lord 
Haldane was *‘the most * able of tlie War Ministers 
^England has ever, had” — we mig^t almost conclude that 
to attempt anything in the nature of ^a justification for 
Lqrd Haldane’s work at the War Office v^ould be not 
only an impertinence, as Lord Redesdale has said, but an 
act of completbst supererogation. 

Vast numbers, of people in this country, however, believe 
that Lord Haldane betrayed the British Army. How is 
this* possible ? How do all these masses of people arrive 
at so astonishing a conclusion — a conclusion the very 
opposite to, and the absolute contradiction of, that which 
experts like Lord French have publicly pronounced in the 
ears of all men ? The answer is that they have been 
told to think so by the only newspapers they read. 

But what will these deluded pepple think of their autho- 
rities when they learn that these very identical authorities 
were ‘saying in 1912 almost the same thing of Lord 
Haldane’s work at the War Office as Lord French had 
jLhe gallantry and honour to say in 191C? What trust 
and^ confidence can they have any longer in the intelli- 
gence, the candour, or the honour of newspapers which, 
two years after acclaiming a minister as one of the 
greatest organizing geniuses who ever served his King and 
his country, revise a street-arab’s howl not only to drive him 
from the service of the nation, but to prevent him from 
again opening his mouth in public? 

I will not insult the intelligence of my reader by 
quoting the utterances of the lowest and most unprincipled 
of these newspapers which so powerfully affect the 
judgment, not only, of the cl'erk and the shop-girl, but of 
the gentlemen of Kensington and the ladies of the 
Primrose League ; it shall be enough for my purpose to 
cite asr witnesses in favour of Lord Haldane two news- 
papers so respectable and so , self-«?onscious of their 
position in the world that they have not yet brought 
themselves to contemplate the halfpenny as a possibly 
sufficient reward for their daily service to the nation. 
I will quote from The Times and frbm the Morning Post 
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On July 1 1, 191:^, the military correspondent of The Times 
said of Lord HaldCxne : 

He has mad^ the General Staff a power in the* Army 
and throughout the* Empire. He .has perfected the 
Expeditionar}j Force and ^as backed it with the 
Special •Reserve. He has created the Territorial 
Force, has initiated the Officers' Trailing Corps, and 
has been a warm friend and adviser ta those private 
citizens to whose energy and enthusiasm is due the 
National Reserve. 

And in a leading article in the same issue the editoj-ial 
mind declared that the changes which Lord Haldane “ had 
effected in our military system, so, far at least as the 
auxiliary forces go, have been so extensive that he may 
be said to have relaid its foundations. . . . On the whole 
we are disposed to believe that what he hsfS byilt will 
in its main lines endure^ Its distinctive characteristic is 
that it admits of expansion." And the Editorial mind 
pronounced judgment in the following sentence : “ As a 
statesman Lord Haldane has done* good work for this 
country in circumstances of peculiar difficulty." 

On March 25, 19 ii, the Morning Post declared Itrt* 
leading article : 

As Secretary of State for War, he has accom- 
plished more in five years than any pf his pre- 
decessors since Cardwell. He found the military 
forces a mighty maze, with hardly a *plan, just as 
they had grown up sporadically, in consequence of 
successive fits of popular interest in matters of de- 
fence. He has given them an organization. That 
represents a ^feat work. 

Such were the opinions of •two respectable Conservative 
journals in the years 1911-12 — two respectable Conserva- 
tive journals which sinte the outbreak of war hj^ye aligned 
themselves in a hue and ^ry against Lord Halda:^ with 
the Daily Mail^ tlte Evenmg Meivs^ the Daily Express, 
and that greatest of all the triuVnphs of the English 
middle-class mind, John BulL | 

• 

Before summoning Lord Haldane to speak in his own 
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defence I would ask the reader to examine the counts 
in the indictment which charges this/“ great and distin- 
guished statesman,” this “ most able ot the War Ministers 
England has ever had,” this fellofv'-creature whose achieve- 
ment “stamps* him as of the master-minds of our 
era,” with betrayal of his sovereign's confidence and with 
betrayal of the British Army and the British people. 

Lord Haldane stands charged before the bar of public 
opinion (a) with reducing the Regular Army, {b) with 
reducing the Artillfcry, (c) with abolishing the Militia, and 
most serious crime of all — with opposing Lord Roberts 
in that distinguished soldier’s campaign for National 
Service. Later on we shall examine in their proper place 
those other charges which have grown out of these, those 
charges which actually amount to treachery in the sphere 
of diplomacy. For. the present we limit ourselves to an 
examination of the charges which we have enumerated 
above,** and which are intended to suggest, as we have said, 
that ‘Lord Haldane deceived his King and his countrymen. 

(a) When Lord Haldane took office the troops which 
cxi^ called the British Expeditionary Force, the most 
important of our land forces, numbered 80,000 men. 
When he had finished his work, this number was increased 
L 170,000. In place of a reduction, then, we find 
that Lord ftaldane more than doubled the most important 
of the CrovJn’s land forces. Furthermore, we shall dis- 
cover that Lord Haldane had given to this great army a 
cohesion and a subdivision of authority which had never 
existed in the British Army before, and which rendered 
it not only as ‘powerful and as efficient as his sovereign 
desired, but which rendered it, as Lofd French says, the 
finest army that eVer t^e sun shone upon. And further 
still, we sj;iall find that in every sisigle detail of efficiency, 
from ^he most important matter of sanitation and 
surgery^ down to the 'scarcely less important matter of 
transport services, this army Was so perfectly prepared 
by our “great and (distinguished statesman” that to 
the wonder of the whbte world it was moved with an 
absolute precision of detail, equipped in every single 
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particular, and without one smallest casualty, from the 
shores of this country to the battlefields of France. 
Instead of reducing the striking power of the Regular 
Army, Lord Haldane niore than doinJ^led it, and in 
doubling it rendered it infinitel}^ more efficient than it 
had ever been before. “ He inaugurated and made,” said 
Lord French, and those two words are wcft'th repetition, 
^^inaugurated and made a military fighting •machine and 
a system of national defence such as this country never 
had before.” 

The charge that Lord Haldane reduced the Regular 
Army has its origin, which I cannot persuade myself is 
not a malicious origin, in the fact Jhat he disbanded 
certain battalions in order to increase the fighting effi- 
ciency of the new machine. If the reader wiR bear in 
mind that what Lord Haldane achieved at the War .Office 
was not a reform but a veritable revolution he will be 
quicker to see the absurcfity of this charge. * Let n>e put 
it in this way. 

Suppose that an architect is set the fask of converting a 
ramshackle community of scattered houses into one self- 
contained edifice : suppose that out of those old buildings', 
disconnected from each other ^pd with no real coherence 
of plan, he is instructed to produce a single building 
equipped with all the improvements and advantages of 
modern science : suppose further that in this task he is 
obliged to use the bricks of the old houses because more 
bricks cannot be got voluntarily or obtained in sufficient 
time (time in this case is of the essence of the contract) by 
compulsion. 

What must he do? His only course is* to assort the 
bricks obtained by'pulling dovfn the old dwellings, reject- 
ing those that are unsuitable for the new structure, and 
exchanging these unsuitable bricks, which are quit-^ useless 
for his purpose, for other njaterial which i§ deficient but 
essential to the new* building. In this way scienqg may 
enable him to construct a new building of much greater 
capacity than the old buildings. ^ 

It was in this way that Lord Haldane got rid of eight 
weak battalions abroad. They were useless for the struc- 
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ture of the new Expeditionary Force. They could not be 
fitted into that perfect weapon of inst^t offence. And by 
getting rid of them he was able to^ build up additional 
artillery, cavalry, and auxiliary services which were 
required to niake that /orce a machine of great rapidity 
j^n mobilization and of double the sizo and military 
efficiency of*' any expeditionary army that had been 
created before. 

Under the readjusted terms of service the reserve avail- 
able on roobilizatfon rose from 85,000 to 135,000, so that 
fti^en allowing for the 22,000 men whom he was alleged to 
have reduced — most of them useless troops overseas, who 
added nothing to pur fighting efficiency — the forces avail- 
able on mobilization were largely increased. In his book 
on The * British Army of To-day^ Captain Atteridge, an 
independent writer and a very able military critic, works 
out the increase obtained in this way, an increase of the 
forces available on the outbreak of a serious war, as 
equivalent to 100 per cent. 

{b) The question of artillery was left to the experts, 
tiiat is to say the General Staff, who decided that the 
requirement of the Exj^editionary Force in this respect 
was 66 batteries of Horse and Field Artillery. In order that 
there shqiild be no mistake in this important matter, Lord 
Haldane being very sensible of the value of artillery in 
modern warfare, the number of available batteries, which 
in 1905 was only 42, was increased to 72 and ultimately to 
81. And this addition effected by the introduction of 
new howitzer^ guns which were of the greatest service to 
the Expeditionary Force and, as we shall presently see, to 
the French Army, which Tims entirely' without heavy guns 
at the outbreak of wan. “Not a single battery,'’ says an 
expert in the Daily Chronicle^ a newspaper whose war 
newfi has beeq consistently tlje most reliable, ahd entirely 
free, fj^om the very Hegiwning, of panic and rumour, “not 
a single battery wa 3 ever reduced.” Further this expert 
continues as follows : ^ 

On the contrary more batteries were rendered 
capable of being put into the field. Owing to the 
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new plan of definitely allocating a smaller number of 
batteries for training purposes instead of keeping 
a larger and fluctuating number at home, it was 
possible to put into the field 72 batteries instead of 
42, as had befcjf'e been the %case. All these were 
additional the Indian and Colonial establishments^ 
of artillery. In all the nonsense talked by ill-in-^ 
formed persons there is no more ridiculoas statement 
than that the Regular R.H.A. and R.F.A. were 
reduced. On the contrary, the artillery fojxes were 
substantially increased and made much more efficientr 
through the reforms described. 

Much more could be said under this count of the 
indictment, but the rational man hitherto misguided by 
his newspapers, and already somewhat gravelled!* to find 
{possibly for the first time) that so great a soldier as 
Lord French has described^ Lord Haldane’s achievement 
as a military fighting machine such as this country never 
had before, will be satisfied when he knows that in the 
case of the artillery, as in the case o*f tlie Regular Army, 
Lord Haldane’s “ reductions ” amount to very substantial 
increases^ and increases with the additional value of far"' 
greater efficiency. * , 

(c) Lord Haldane abolished the home-serving T^Iilitia in 
order to provide for that enormous wastage in modern 
war which his foresight prepared him to expect, when his 
critics were only thinking how to trip the Government out 
of power. ^ Lord Haldane got rid of a force which was 
entirely without a war organization, and which was only 
recruited foi^ervice at home, and substituted in its place 
the Special Reserve," for the creation of wjiich he received 
at the time the commendation of the military correspondent 
of The Times — a force which is enlisted for foreign , service, 
and which lls not only an integral part, but one of ^he 
most valuable parts, of this country's war organization. 

It is not too much to say that but for the perfect efficiency 
of the British Expeditionary Force^ with its invaluable 
backing of the Special Reserve, the^ winter of 1914 would 
have found the German armies encamped along the coasts 
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of France with Calais as firmly in their iron clutch as 

Antwerp. / 

('^ The last count in the \ndictment, and the one to 
which every* violent-try nded person appears to attach the 
^ most importance, is the charge that Lord 4 -Ialdane opposed 
Lord Robefts’s campaign for National Service. Because 
he opposec^ it, every one who thinks either that National 
Service would have prevented war, or would have given us 
the victqfy withift a few months of fighting, is naturally in- 
clined to conclude that Lord Haldane most shamefully 
abused his trust as Minister for War. 

The newspapers read by these people only tell them 
that Lord Haldane “rebuffed,” or “snubbed,” or “insulted” 
Lord Roberts, who himself had enjoyed unique powers at 
the ,War Office, far greater power than Lord Haldane’s, 
when we consider his immense prestige and the fact that 
Britain had only just emergecf from a prolonged war with 
a 'Small people which had greatly humiliated her in the 
eyes of Europe, 'but who left the British Army “in a 
condition of chaos and weakness.” These newspapers tell 
'-'^their readers that Lord Haldane, the greatest War Minister 
since Cardwell, rejected Jhe scheme of Lord Roberts, who 
effected no reforms of any kind during his reign at the 
War OQice, and for that reason they would hang him ; 
but they^do not tell their readers why those schemes 
were rejected. 

Lord Haldane, who knew Lord Roberts very well, and 
had a great admiratioij for him as a commander and a 
great liking for him as a fellow-creature, never insulted 
Lord Roberls. Indeed, he went out of his way, during 
his first speech in the House of Lords, to use expressions 
of affectionate regard for the distinguished soldier. But 
as a sjatesman, as a master oL organization, as the man 
responsible 1;o his countryn\en for the fightirlg efficiency 
of ^e British Arrrly, lie did mee^ the critieftms of the 
National Service League with the vigour they deserved, 
and in discharging tlys duty he certainly inflicted wounds; 

I attribute the disgraceful attack upon Lord .Haldane 
which broke out in 1914 entirely to his attitude on the 
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question of National Service. I will not believe so ill of 
my misguided countrymen as to entertain the conjecture 
that this wild and unscrupulous campaign had its origin in 
vulgarian contempt for philosophy and literature, I do 
not believe for one moment that all the •forces of the 
vulgarians were marshalled to destroy this great minister, 
this ripe scholar, tliis quiet, dignified, and noble,gentleman, • 
only because he remarked jto a Gernvan professor at a 
London dinner-table that he almost regardec^ Germany 
(the Germany of Goethe, and Hegel, and Lotze) as his 
spiritual home. Nor can I bring myself to belidve that 
these scurrilous attacks, these mean, venomous, and 
servants’-hall aspersions on the fame of a great public 
servant, hinted here, whispered there, and presently bruited 
about without shame and without pity or pain wherever 
the vulgarian speaks at random, arose from the fact that 
Lord Haldane went to Berlin in the hope of averring 
a European conflagration, • # 

It is more reasonable, and a kinder judgment on my 
miseducated countrymen, to suppose 4:ha4: all these mean 
and unworthy whisperings had their rise in something less 
contemptible. 

My own view is, after listening on a number of 
occasions to private-house abuse c5f Lord Haldane, that 
the sole origin of the crusade to crush him and drive him 
out of public life is the attitude he presented as Secretary 
of State for War to this question of National Service, 

The idea of National Service as a duty which every 
citizen owes to the State, and a duty which neither begins 
nor ends in military service, is a fine idea and ^ true idea. 

As it happens, Lord Haldane had been a preacher of this 
luea long before it was narrowed down to military service ; 
and he favoured the idea of national fraining as a part of 
the educatioft of young *men. It was the particular 
application of this great idea adopted by a particular set 
of people which Lord Haldane rejected — rejected, as Hve 
shall see, on the advice of his military experts. He has 
always held that every man owes duty to the State 
which gives him home and security ; he appealed to the - 
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young men of all classes in the country on this very 
ground when he was forming his Territorial Armies ; and 
thuoughout all his speeches on national duty this inspiring 
idea is to be found — the idea a duty owed by every man 
to the State* whose traditions should be in his blood and 
whose welfare should be his first nate'onal^concernment. 

• Lord Haldane thought that under a voluntary system, 
zi/M a thoroughly thought-out oiganization^ expansion 
would provide all that might be requisite in case of need, 
without imperilling those great, urgent, professional, long- 
service armies in distant places which the island-centre of 
''a vast empire absolutely necessitates. And when we 
reflect that over five million soldiers have been raised by 
voluntary enlistntent for this war, and that by the volun- 
tary accession of more millions of skilled workers, men 
and women, including doctors, men of business, and 
muftition workers, a tremendous organization has also 
been created behind that liKge army, all without com- 
ppfsion, it is clear that there is at least something to be 
said for this opiieiou. Lord Haldane, let us never forget, 
created that thoroughly thought-out organization which 
made expansion possible. 

Men of sense and judgment feel convinced that the 
discipline of the nation (a most important matter) would 
be greatly improved by National Service. They deplore, 
as everybody must deplore, the ugly temper manifested by 
masses o^ men during industrial conflicts, and the horrible 
intemperance which still disgraces the great centres of 
industrialism, and the physical slackness, carelessness, and 
coarseness which are such distressing features in vast 
numbers oLthe young men of huge cities. Rightly de- 
ploring these things, they come to a conclusion for which 
there is a very* great deal to be said, namely, that com- 
pulsory service in the armed forces of the Crown would be 
a moilil advantage to the natiort. Sensible people such as 
these, however, woi\ld not assail Lord Haldane as a traitor, 
although they very deeply regret *that he did not adopt 
National Service during those wonderful six years in which 
he revolutionized tho War Office. 

But let me ask reasonable people who hold such an 
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opinion as this to consider one governing fact in the 
present discussion. King Edward^s Minister for War, who 
was in that office to leave no stone unturned in providing a 
powerful and efficient Arftiy, had nothing whatever to do 
with improving the moral character of the* people. For 
him, as Minister fot War, there Vas one duty and one 
obligation — to place behind the word of sovereign « 
force well able to see ^hat that word* was honoured. His 
duty was to adopt what he conceived to be the best means 
for solving a very complicated military problem. His 
business was to get the best Army he could for flie money 
granted to him by the State ; and since we have the word 
of Lord French for it that he inaugurated and made a 
military fighting machine and a system of national defence 
such as this country never had before, we must •conclude, 
there is no escape from it, that Lord Haldane honoured 
his master’s trust and fulfilled his duty to the nation. 

• # 

If he did not adopt Compulsory Service, or Conscription, 
or National Service, we may conclude ‘that he had excel- 
lent reasons for not doing so ; and the smallest inquiry 
into this matter would satisfy us that this conclusion is 
right. Lord Haldane did not refuse to consider the hypo- 
thesis of National Service. On th*e contrary, having formed 
the best brains of the Army into a General Staff (one of his 
most useful achievements at the War Office), ht handed 
this idea of National Service over to his military advisers 
and instructed them to report upon it as soon as possible. 
The whole business of military ^organization was in fact 
considered de novo at that time, the time of the Agadir 
incident. And after full consideration National Service 
was rejected by the General Starff of the British Army. It 
was rejected by the General Stafl^ after a most careful 
examination, on rational military grounds which com- 
mended themselves to the shrewd and careful judgement of 
King Edward’s War^Minist^r, Ij; was defihitely rejected 
because such a change wcxild have utterly weakenei^ de- 
ranged, and probably destroyed our organization for war. 
Above everything else, while the cjifenge from one system 
to another was being made, there must have been a long 
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and most perilous hiatus, a period of confusion, a time of 
neither one thing nor the other, which would have been 
extremely tempting to a jealous enemy. In a time of 
profound peace such a change ncfight have been attempted, 
but in a timet when Europe was constantly disturbed by 
political unrest no cliafige of that kind could be made 
without the g^ravest danger. This we shall see later on, 
when I come^ to quote Lord Haldane’s own words on the 
matter. I 

It is a fcurious and interesting fact that Lord Haldane 
should be charged, years afterwards, with the very same 
crime in his administration of the War Office which was 
brought at the tim*e against that other friend and servant 
of King Edward, Lord Fisher, in his administration of the 
Navy. These two men, to whom our country owes an 
immecLsurable debt of gratitude, in seeking to obey their 
King^s order%that the forces of the Crown should be made 
as powerful and efficient as possible, both got rid of 
rubbish in the cours^3 of building up greater strength. Lord 
Fisher was abused up hill and down dale by enemies only 
a little less evil-minded than those who now abuse Lord 
Haldane, because he scrapped any number of obsolete 
ships in the process of bililding an incomparably superior 
fleet than the country had ever had before. But nobody 
dares to iJay that Lord Fisher reduced the Navy. Lord 
Haldane strapped a few weak temporary battalions raised 
in the emergency of the South African War, exactly as 
Lord Fisher scrapped obsolete ships — he scrapped these 
battalions in order to increase and strengthen the British Ex- 
peditionary Force. His enemies, however, less scrupulous 
than the enemies of Lord Fisher, fasten upon the dis- 
banding of these few^ battalions and tell their deluded 
victims, day after day, week after week, till the thing 
becopie^ incontrovertible nonsense, that Lord Haldane 
reduced the Army. < Why tlfis rancour, why this venom, 
why,-4:his dishonest}’'? It is,« I bdieve, because Lord 
Haldane frustrated the darling scheme of the middle-class 
mind for keeping the vforking-classes in their proper place. 

* See Appendix, Note E. 
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And Lord Haldane only frustrated that scheme on the 
advice of intellectual and responsible soldiers who 
pronounced it to be, the times being what they weife, the 
most dangerous adventure on which it^was possible for 
this country to enter. * 

Few people* realfze, I think, tne great intellectual im- 
provement in the British Army during tAe last ten or 
twelve years. Before Lord Haldands advent to the War 
Office, the British Army was governed by what may be 
termed the field-marshal mind — an irfheritanc^ from the 
days of the Duke of Cambridge. Field-marshals cam^ 
field-marshals went, and the confusion at the War Office 
remained very little disturbed by the process of exchanging 
one field-marshal for another. The field-marshal mind in 
military matters was not unlike master-of-arts Cfhristianity 
in religion. Master-of-arts Christianity is attrgictive, 
picturesque, and sometimes extremely benevolent, but 
it is not Christianity. Th^t is to say, it is riot the<om- 
plete dependence upon God, the utter and unquestioning 
love of mankind, commended by Christ. In like manner, 
the old field-marshal mind had many excellences and 
attractions, but it ^as not a military mind. It had several 
intensely interesting ideas concerning discipline, and the 
facings of a scarlet coat, and the behaviour proper to a 
British officer ; but of the science of war it knew nothing. 
The frightful scandals of the Crimea were repealed in the 
South African War ; and after the South Atrican War, 
another field-marshal was installed at the War Office, 
under a Conservative Government, to put matters right 
for all time. But, as one critic tells us, when a Liberal 
Government came into power at the enif of 1905, the 
British Army was •“ in a condition of chaos and weak- 
ness ” ; or, as another critic puts ij ; “ there were many 
grave defects in our Arm^ system,” This second critic 
proceeds : • ^ • 

The primary Refect ^as ^e absence of any real 
organization for war.* And organization for wSh- is 
only possible if the plans and details and the necessary 
provisions are made in peac^, so that there is no 
necessity to change the organization or improvise an 
w 
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organization on the occasion of Van That was the 
great principle which Moltke laid down sixty years 
ago, and it is the basis of all military efficiency. 

This great principle, which neher existed before in the 
British War Offici, was brought into governing existence 
by Lord Haldane. He ‘set up a thinking ^nd reflecting 
department ; lie- gathered about him the best brains of the 
Army ; and in. the closest association with these thoughtful 
and able soldiers, during a period of six years, he corif- 
verted the entire .British Army into an astonishingly 
perfect organization for war, and at the same time backed 
this incomparable professional army with the Special 
Reserve and the Territorials. In the brief period of six 
years Lord Haldane brought into existence an Imperial 
Staff, an Expeditionary Force which was able to hold up 
the flower of the German Armies, changed the old home- 
service Militia into an integral part of the British Army 
called the S^Jecial Reserve, foun^ded the Officers’ Training 
Corps,* converted the dwindling and unpopular Volunteers 
into the flourishing Territorials, and saw to it that in 
every single particular, and not least of all the particular 
of medical arrangements, these great ‘organizations for 
war should be absolutely efficient. 

All the facts in this whole matter could not be better 
stated th^n they were stated by a writer in the Fortnightly 
Revieiv eariy in the present year. This writer compares 
certain statements of Mr. Arnold Forster, after the Boer 
War, with the military situation in August 1914. Mr. 

* M. Maurice Barres, the distinguished Academician, visited 
Oxford during hii visit to England and expressed admiration for the 
spirit of the University. He dells us in hU articles VAngleterre 
Pendant La Guerre (khe answer he received : “ Oui, me repondent ces 
messieurs, cette guerre a ntontrc de la fa^on la plus eclatante ce que 
nos univqrsites peuvent fournir a la natiqn dans la plus grande crise de 
son Iristoire. Nos jeunes gens furent les officiers de eette guerre. 
Grace a Lord Haldane (celui-la qi5i etait ministre au moment de la 
decl^tion de guerre), il^ y avait dans^, chaque universite un noyau de 
jeunes etudiants qui etudiaient serieusement Tart militaire. Ils for- 
merent le cadre pour la grande armee Kitchener. Sans eux, com- 
ment aurait-on pu fournir yn cerveau et une direction aux armees 
britanniques ? ” 
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Arnold Forster said that under our present system not 
a single regimenty battery^ or battalion is ever fit to take 
the fieldr It took us six months at that time t© raise 
a force of 146,000 men.* “ There were actually not guns 
available enough in the country to furnish ^the batteries in 
the field.” “ The ^est which thfe country could do,” says 
the writer of the article, “ was to dribble out men to Softth 
Africa, many of them hardly trair>ed, and, most of them 
inadequately equipped.” And he concludes his summary 
of attempts to reform this appalling condition pf things in 
these remarkable words : “ Mr. Balfour's nerveless and de- 
tracted and feeble Government went out of office leaving 
the British Army in a condition of chaos and weakness. 
It was well for us that Germany did not strike then.” 

So excellent is this writer’s summary of •subsequent 
events that I ♦:ake the liberty of quoting several pages 
from the article, venturing on the remark that* if the 
average person in this country paid moref attention to 
periodicals of the character of the Fortnightly Review he 
would be less easily deceived and frequently in a con- 
dition of mind to be doped with the misrepresentations of 
partisan journalism. 

The writer of the Fortnightly^ article proceeds as follows 
from the point of the chaos artd weakness ” in which the 
British Army was left by the last Government at the end 
of 1905 : ^ 

In these circumstances the Liberal Government 
came into office and power. If it be a secret, at least 
it is one which can now be divulged without indiscretion, 
that King Edward regarded the state of the military 
forces of this country with the gravest disquietude, 
and he was r;ot satisfied ^as to the condition of the 
Fleet It was apparent that international relations 
on the Continent were in a liquid state, and the 
shadQw of the present war was dimly di^er4;iible. 
If hostilities occurred, it was realized that neither the 
British Fleet ndr the, British Ai^y was prepared for 
hostilities. Since His Majesty’s' death discussion has 
arisen as to the part which he had in forming the 
Dual Entente, At the least^it is admitted that the 
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King, by his charm of manner and his statesmanlike 
outlook, contributed powerfully to the healing of the 
differences which had for so many years divided us 
from France. But His Majesty did more than that. 
From the *daj^ that the Liberal party obtained its 
immense majority in^he country, KSng ]^dward deter- 
mined tha^ no effort on his part should be wanting to 
secure reforms in -our naval and military affairs, so as 
to enable us to take our share, if necessary, in any war 
which ^he future might have in store. His Majesty 
never wavered in his support of Lord Fisher during 
the period when that officer — in face of bitter criticism 
and some unscrupulous opposition — was carrying into 
execution his series of naval reforms, which shifted 
the cehtre of our naval influence from southern to 
northern waters ; gave to the country new ships pecu- 
liarly 'suited to the new conditions, officers and men 
ir\ touch' with the latest developments of physical 
science as applied to naval warfare, and a system 
of rapid naval mobilization. 

The work of naval reform had been initiated by 
Lord Fisher shortly before the change of Government 
occurred ; it was contirKjed under the new administra- 
tion, and with the support of the King. The army 
organization was still in a “ rotten ” state ; we were in 
a worte position than when the South African War 
occurred. What could the King, as a Constitutional 
sovereign, do ? Among the ministers who were certain 
to be invited to take office by the new Prime Minister 
was Mr. (now Lord) Haldane, who was not only 
familiar with German conditions, but spoke and read 
German. He was therefore in a peculiarly favourable 
position for slMdying the German military system and 
extracting from it any guidance which might be useful 
ifnproving the British mfiitary machine. King 
Edward suggested to the new Prime Minister that 
fcord Haldane sl\oul(5 be asked td^accept the portfolio 
of Secretary of State for War. The suggestion was 
accepted. Lord Haldane must have realized that he 
was accepting a thankless task. Where Lord Lans- 
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downe, Lord Midleton, and Mr. Arnold-Forster had 
failed, could he hope to succeed? The War* Office 
was in a state of •chaotic disorder ; there was no 
General Staff ; the Army was Tacking in warlike 
form ; t^e Volunteers we*re shrinkmg rapidly in 
numbers if not in efficiency. At the desire of •his 
sovereign, and with the promised jjupport of his 
colleagues, Lord Haldane agreed to fill the position 
which Mr. Cardwell had occupied wit|^ so much 
advantage to the nation under a Liberal Adminis- 
tration many years before. 

This is neither the time nor has the present writer 
any inclination to embark upon* a technical explana- 
tion of the work carried out by Lord HaTdane. But 
this must be said : he realized that the first necessity 
was a General Staff. Such an organization ha5 never 
before existed in thif country. He crea*ted it. .Then, 
supported by the General Staff, he tackled one problem 
after another. It was determirTed that never again 
should the military organization be so defective as to 
compel this country to dribble out, under panic condi- 
tions, troops inadequately organized and not too well 
equipped. He was fortufiate in having among his 
advisers Field-Marshal Sir William Nicholson and 
other officers of distinction, who worked wiiTi him cor- 
dially and whole-heartedly in the varidUs tasks to 
which he set himself. Above all, the new military 
administration based its plans on the historic prin- 
ciple that, as this country consists of islands, and the 
Empire is a maritime Empire, the first line of defence 
must be the Navy. Loi^l Haldane, before he could 
have had a thought that destiny fvould lead him to 
the War Office, had become known by his speeches as 
an advocate, in a^ociation with Mr. Asquith ajjd Sir 
Edward Grey, of a strcwig fleet. . “ The*two things this 
country most n6eds, he remarked^ on one occasiom^ are 
an instructed people and an invincible Navy.” Lord 
Haldane^ indeed, was the firvt statesman publicly to 
advocate the formation of a ^North Sea Squadron^ at 
a time when practically every new ship of the British 
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Fleet was concentrated in the Mediterranean, and a 
man-of-war under the White Ensign was very infre- 
quently seen in the North Seh.^ Lord Haldane at a 
City meetitig,* which many business men may still 
remember,, urged thal: in view of the n^val measures 
» which GeiVnany was taking, this country could no 
longer afford to continue to ignore the new centre of 
danger. He spoke to the unconverted, who remained 
unconverted. The country did not realize the danger ; 
nor did the Unionist Government, then in office. He 
was right, as events have shown. On the basis of the 
maintenance beyond challenge of ournavaJ supremacy 
as against Germany and any other Power, and in 
knowledge of Lord Fishers work, Lord Haldane and 
his advisers took in hand the reorganization of the 
Army! A chaotic crowd of regiments was converted 
ir\^o an sfrmy. Expansion Was carried out in some 
directions and contraction in others until all the 
pieces fitted togVither, and the scheme of forming an 
Expeditionary Force, not of 40,000 but 160,000 men, 
thus took shape. 

It was realized that^the size and character of the 
naval forces which weVe being organized in Germany, 
and the efficiency of the German naval organization, 
increased the danger of invasion. The Volunteer 
Force, as it then existed, was a collection of companies 
of ill-trained men, without an apology for field or- 
ganization or proper equipment It was transparently 
unsuited for home defence, and was unavailable for 
other purposes. In circumstances of not a little 
embarrassment the organization was changed. A 
new impulse vfas given to the patriotism of the young 
men of the nation ; they were asked to make further 
sg-crifices. The foundations wfere laid of a field force 
for home* defence, organized and trained as no 
VjOlunteer force p tlie wo\jld hdd ever before been 
organized and trained. Lord Haldane and his 
advisers confided tn the spirit of the nation, and 
events showed that^ their confidence was not mis- 
* The italics are mine. — H. B. 
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placed. Who to-day speaks in derision of the 
Territorials? • 

Thus during Lotti Haldane’s comparatively short 
term of office the Expeditionary Fo^e was formed, 
the Voliyiteeris were transfcJ^med into Territorials, an 
Imperial Staff was created, the Ofncers’ Training 
Corps was founded, and improved schejgies of training 
were inaugurated. Those tasks were carried through 
with lightning speed, and the essential wo^ had^been 
completed when Lord Haldane left the War Office 
take his seat on the Woolsack. During the latte? 
period of his administration Field-Marshal Viscount 
French was Chief of the General Staff and the principal 
adviser of the Secretary of State. On fhe night of 
the day when Lord Haldane delivered up his seals 
of office, Lord French, speaking in the City,'remWked : 

• • 

Lord Haldane took up the position of War Secretary at a time 
of great stress and trial, a time when most important problems 
of national defence were waiting Solution, and problems which 
appeared to be well-nigh impossible of solution with the 
means which ihe country placed at the disposal of its military 
administrators. , 

To the eyes of many ihe task^ was almost a superhuman one. 
But Lord Haldane’s great brain, his desire for work, and his 
imperturbability to opposition were triumphant over every kind 
of difficulty, and he left the Army having, he Ihoi^hthe mi^ht 
fairly say, inaugurated and made a military figJiting machine 
and established a system of national defence such as this country 
never had before, and which was far more suited to our present 
needs than anything had been in the past. 

The military correspondent of Th^e Times referred 
to the change at the \^ar Office on the following 
morning, and again, four d^ys la#er, reverted to the 
work which had been accomplished by Lord Haldane. 
In the latter artide he recalled the conditions^ which 
existed in December* 1905, wjien thb Liberals were 
returned to pf)wer ^ 

The nation and the Army were disheartened and in despair 
owing to the fruitless efforts wld?h had already been made to 
apply the lessons of the South African campaign. Recruiting 
was in a state of chaos owing to changes in the conditions of 



72 THE VINDICATION OF GREAT BRITAIN 

service, which between 1902 and 1905 succeeded one another 
with startling rapidity. . . . The distribution of the then existing 
Auxiliary Forces, their want of hcmogeneity, the lack of proper 
staffs, of field artillery, and of adequate administrative services 
for them, w®re Ull factors which precluded any serious attempt 
to organize them scientifically for war or- to tram them properly 
in peace. ^ ' 

As for the Militia, it bad been freed from all obligation to find 
drafts for the Regular Army in war. The old Militia had been 
abolished, and as a result there was every prospect of the 
Regular Army finding itself at no distant date once more in the 
parlous and reserveless condition that obtained in the Crimean 
War. To add to the troubles of the new War Secretary, the 
party which gained an overwhelming majority at the polls in 
January 1906 was deeply pledged to retrenchment all round, 
and especially in rfiatters of military expenditure. 

Dunijg the past six years the immediate readiness of the 
Expeditionary Force for overseas action has been the primary 
oljjective of the General Staff and of the War Office administra- 
tion, ahd the restored feeling of self-confidence that prevails in 
the Army ts the best evidence of vhe success of the efforts made 
ifi this direction. 

• c 

War was soon to test the new organization. What 
was the result ? There was no long period of warn- 
ing, as was the case before hostilities broke out in 
South Africa. Down to the very eve of the sending 
of the British ultimatum the issue as between this 
countcry and Germany hung in the balance. During 
that interval Sir Edward Grey, as Foreign Minister, 
made it plain that the French Government was fully 
possessed of knowledge of what we could and could not 
do in case of war. No pledge had been given. We 
could throw our Fleet into the scale and we could 
launch the Expeditionary Force, , which under the 
new regime hgd been converted into an instrument of 
war of unparalleled efficiency — a razor-like weapon. 
Germany, by the invasion of Belgium, tuj-ned the 
balance. Suddenly the na/.ion, which but a few days 
before had had no suspicion thatn war was probable, 
found itself involved in a great European struggle. 

On August 4tl\ the ultimatum expired. The 
country was then left in ignorance of what military 
measures were being taken, except that it learnt that 
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Field-Marshal Earl Kitchener had become Secretary 
of State for War at a moment when the probable 
intervention of her Army in Ireland was the sifbject 
of the hour. On August i6th, th^ <^y before the 
Belgian Government was foi;^:ed to fly to Antwerp, 
it was drafnatically announced that the e.fi tire Expedi- 
tionary Force — not 40,000, 160,000 mm — had 

been safely landed in France, withc^ut a single 
casualty.! Five days later its concentration been 
completed, and it had occupied thfh positioii assigned 
to it on the line from Cond^ to Mons. 

In this manner the work of Lord Haldane and 
his advisers was put to the test. Never before had 
any country transported so large a force in^so short a 
time. The exploit, in which the Navy, the mercantile 
marine, and the Army all shared, completely lUpset 
the calculations whicl^the German General Staff had 
made, with the^ assistance of their active agents in 
this country. Events showed th<^t Viscount French, 
the Commander-in-Chief of tbis Army, had spoken 
with full knowledge and accuracy when he had 
declared that Lord Haldane, during his term of office, 
had inaugurated and made a military fighting 
machine and a system of national defence such as 
this country never had before.” If ever an aj^my took 
the field “ complete to the last button,” with splendid 
arrangements for the commissariat, the medical 
services, and supplies generally, that army was the 
Expeditionary Force thrown across the Channel like 
a thunderbolt, to the complete derangement of 
Germany’s plans. What would have' happened to 
the French Republic if, v^en the jlie was cast, the 
British Army had been in thef^ condition it was when 
the South African \yar occurred, or if it had remained 
in the state of greater chaos which .existed when 

Lord Haldane- went \o the War Office? Small 

^ • 

% 

* It is not clear that the Sixth Division had actually been sent off 
by August 1 6th ; but it was mobilized with the others on August 3rd, 
and followed at the moment which Lor(> Kitchener considered mo»t 
appropriate a few days later.— H. B, 
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though the force was — this country in the past had 
never had a completely organized army one-quarter 
*its size ready to move — itt proved sufficient, so fine 
was the 4 material and so efficient the organization, 
to save civilization from a threatened doom. The 
British Vilxpeditionary Force, launch*ed against the 
hosts of Germany, turned the scale at the critical 
o^omenf.* 

x 7 ^t that does not exhaust the record. Foundations 
had T)een laid on which Lord Kitchener, who proved 
in the emergency a supreme recruiting agent, could 
build up new armies. Lord Haldane merits some 
credit for the smoothness with which the new armies 
were^raised. In the history of warfare there has been 
no exhibition of patriotism and no demonstration of 
organizing ability to approach the effort put forth 
when the character of the war became apparent. 
•Recruits poured in. The military authorities pro- 

* ceeded with spleqdid resourcefulness to organize the 
new armies of peril — the armies of Europe^s peril. 
This country was ill-fitted to meet the strain which 
the equipment of the.new armies involved. Supreme 
in the elements of s^a-power, its capacity for creating 
military munitions was strictly limited — had always 
beeij strictly limited, and necessarily so in view of our 
smalUmilitary effort. Within eighteen months of the 
beginning of the war the Prime Minister was never- 
theless able to announce that this country, in spite of 
the many casualties which had been suffered, had 
operating in the various theatres no fewer than a 
million and a half of men. Consider that figure ! 
Contrast it with any former military effort which this 
country has ever^ made, even in its day of direst 
crr\prgency. We had 30,000* men only at, Waterloo! 
‘Must we ‘blush for our generation ? What should be 
^id of the JereVnia:^is who told •js on the eve of the 

i 

* We shall see in a later chapter, on the witness of a Harmsworth 
publication, that the British Expeditionary Force assisted French 
armies very handsomely by* lending them some of its big guns, with 
which armament none of the French armies was provided. — H. B, 
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war that this England of ours was decadent ; that we 
could exert no influetifce if the war-cloud on the Con- 
tinent burst ? When The Prime Minister spoke of a 
million and a half of men on the fighting fronts, there 
must have been about a million and a l^alf of other 
troops in tnis country either trained or' in training. 
And not a conscript amongst them ! T^Je raising of 
these new armies, their training, and their equipjifent ; 
the transport of these new armies ^nd theiryeupply ; 
the fighting of these new armies, wherever they have 
confronted the enemy, constitute a series of triumphs 
which stand unparalleled in the history of this or any 
other race. 

• 

Nothing more need be said. Indisputable for all honest 
men, for all men willing to be convinced, for all inen*who 
realize the moral duty of holding right and true opinions, 
are these facts of the whole matter : First, that Ring 
Edward, in seeking peace, was not unmindful of the hazard 
of war. Second, that the King did not err in giving his 
trust and confidence and friendship to Lord Fisher and 
Lord Haldane. Third, that both by land and by sea this 
country most faithfully fulfilled it^ obligations to its allies. 
And, fourth, that the British Army of August 1914, 
which twice met and broke the furious onset of 4 :he Ger- 
man legions, not merely proved itself an army of 4 mperish- 
able glory, but, in giving France time to mobilize her vast 
army and make those changes in her strategy necessitated 
by the German invasion of Belgium, saved France, saved 
England, and perhaps saved the whole world from a 
calamity such as few men hav^ the vision to imagine. 

And now Lord Haldane shall ^spealf for himself. I 
make no apology for printing one of his speeches almost 
in full, firat, because it is a very wise speech, a vesy noble 
speech, and a speech whicl^ the average person will find 
good for his reason ^to dwell upon, 6ut because I do not 
suppose that a single word of this Very important and 
instructive speech was ever printed in those newspapers 
which provide the vulgarians of this country with their 
political opinions. Let the reader, who is already be- 
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wildered to know why his newspaper did not tell him 
of Lord French's tribute to tht unique work of this War 
Minister,, and who is still utterly amazed to find that, 
instead of treckicing the British Army, Lord Haldane 
enormously increased ks fighting efficiency, let him further 
H^flect upon^ the strange fact that the speech which now 
follows was never pointed in his paper, which has room, no 
douli^, for murders, divorces, and fashions, and certainly 
roomrV misleading the opinions of its readers. 

Lord Haldane spoke on National Duty on July S, 
1915, at a meeting to which the Prime Minister sent the 
following message : 

Lord Haldane is the oldest political and personal 
friend that I have in the world. For the best part of 
•thirty-five years we have been associated in close and 
unbroken intimacy. We*have worked together, and 
"fought side by side through *vmany vicissitudes of 
* fortune in th^ p^irsuit of what we have believed to 
be great and worthy causes, without (so far as I c^n 
recall) more than a passing shadow of difference in 
opinion, and always with the same ideals in view. I 
can never adequately express the debt which I owe to 
the breadth of his outlook, to the large range of his 
varied knowledge, to his acute perception of political 
perspective, and, above all, to his selfless loyalty and 
devotion. It has been given to few men to find and 
to keep such a friend. 

But quite apart from and beyond these person- 
alities, I wish to put on record my sense of the 
inestimable value of the work which in many different 
spheres he «has done for the State. A profound 
and accomplished lawyer, he has worthily sustained 
thq best traditions of the •Woolsack. Inter arma 
^silent leges. And now ,that we are engaged in the 
greatest war in*ouf history, or lin that of the world, 
I should wish ^y countrymen to realize that it is 
more due to hinj than to any other man that our 
Army was ready tio undertake the mission to which 
it has been called. 
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The Territorial Force, which is winning its laurels 
and covering itself with glory in every theatre of the 
war, is his creation. The magnificent work whicb is 
being done by the Srafif is largely the result of his 
initiative and inspiration. Long >^arfe of patient 
and unobtrusive effi^rt, conducted under l>is guidance 
and stimulus, are bearing their fruit, with the addi* 
tion every day of fresh chapters to the glorious 
annals of the British Army. ^ 

I may take the opportunity of contradicting a 
statement which I am told is still believed in some 
quarters — that at the outbreak of war Lord Haldane 
claimed or desired to return to the War Office. 

There is not a word of truth in this silly story. 
I was myself at the time Secretary of State, •and Lord 
Haldane was good enough to assist me for a few days 
at the office to cope with the overwhelming ^pressure 
of business. He was from the first momait a strong 
advocate of Lorci-Kitcheneris appointment. 

Let me add that no man irk our time has made 
more fertile and lasting contribution to the recon- 
struction and better organization of national education 
in its best and broadest sense ; a reform which has 
already done much, and wh^n developed and com- 
pleted is destined to do far more to enable this 
country to hold and better its own in the growing 
rivalry of the peoples of the world. • 

You do well to-night to honour him, and I predict 
with undoubting confidence that your recognition 
of his character and services will be ratified by 
history and posterity. 

Lord Haldane spoke as follows • 

... I have noticed the tone of Job and Jeremiah in 
certai% sections of the Press. I am entirely in* favour 
of rousing up the natic^i. We have been sluggish 
and unconscious^ and any oile who has turned our 
attention to the real danger, and ‘made us think, has 
rendered a public service. But. you can overdo that ; 
you can produce depression beyond what is cjesirable. 
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The situation is serious enough without our making it 
worse. 

Now, just let me ask tjr is question : Are we the 
*only ^nation that has been» taken aback by what has 
happened, atid has been in that sense unprepared ? I 
always try when d am looking at a situation such 
as this'’to follow the example of th6 great military 
leaders who ought to be our guide in such a case — 
wen lik‘e Hannibal and Napoleon, whose habit it was 
antoys to endeavour to look over the enemy’s ramparts 
and define wliat was in his mind. 

If we were to look into the mind of the German 
General Staff, what should wc find at this moment ? 
We can only conjecture, but I expect they have some 
Jobs and Jeremiahs. Was Germany prepared to find 
her old ally Italy ranged amongst her enemies ? Was 
•she j^repared to find a torrent of criticism on her 
methods from the vast majority in the United States? 
• Was she ready to see her conicaerce and her armed 
cruisers swept from the seas by the British Navy? 
Did she count upon India vying with the rest of her 
enemies in loyalty and help? pid she reckon on 
the Mohammedan vforld outside Turkey remaining 
neutral ? Did she Ahink General Botha would lead 
the Dutch to victory in South Africa, and did she 
suppose Japan would speedily extinguish her posses- 
sion,^ in the Eastern world? If these things had been 
in the mind of some of those in command of the 
German General Staff they would probably have 
said, “The gamble is too much for us, even with our 
magnificent army.” 

Do not^(magine that in saying that I am in the least 
underestimating the 'grave situation with which we 
are confronted. The armies of the Central Powers 
ar^ not only extraordinarily powerful, bi^ they are 
‘magnificently organized. The problem for us is 
tiow we are to tieal with the situation. The simple 
fact on which we must bciild is this, that taking the 
Powers that are ^ most immediately concerned, the 
Allies have 280 npillions of population to organize 
for war against 120 millions. 
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That is a great fact if we can make adequate use 
of it ; and the question is how we are to make use of 
that bed-rock fact, because if we can make use of it 
we win this war. It'is not only men that, we want 
to accomplish this end ; nor is it (5nl>^ munitions ; 
nor is it only money. Thoe was a l^ook which, 
when I wa^ at the War Office three years ago, I used 
to be very fond of. Probably very few of you know 
it. It was a bock written by a brilliant F.^rJnch 
soldier before the war of 1870, Colonel Ary^ant du 
Picq I think was his name, who was killed at Metz 
in that year, and who wrote a book on the moral 
factor in war under the title of jktudes sur le Combat, 

In that book he laid down the effect of the moral 
factor which I think has been the foundation of the 
principles of that magnificent General Staff which 
our French allies possess to-day. It is noj me?rely 
numbers and munitions and resources, it is not only 
energy, although^ gnergy is absolutely essential; but 
it is energy directed. And that means organization, 
and organization necessitates thought, and calls for 
the application, of mind. What we have to do is to 
create organization, resources, and munitions, and 
bring men into the field ; and bring them always 
under the direction of that supreme condition. 
Thought must be at the back, so that we .get the 
staying power, that moral effect which comes from 
certainty of purpose, and which only concentrated 
thought and will can give. And it is there that 
the nation comes in. 

We want, in the nation, mind in the form of direct 
and concentrated and thouj^ht-out pu|^ose, which is 
the foundation * of the staying power of the nation, 
not only in our own case, but *in the case of each of 
our aUies. That is* my first and basic proposition 
which I want to develop to you to-night. Now let 
14s look at our f>wn real difficulfies. Our real diffi- 
culty, the source of th6 confusion ‘and the reproaches 
that haye taken place, is the ^fact that we are not 
naturally or ordinarily a reflec^ve n^ition. Long ago 
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a great man, Matthew Arnold, pointed this out in 
words which have a great application to the problem 
,of to-day, in a book calfed Friendship's Garland, 
That was published over forty years ago, and 
Matthev\^ Arnold called his country to reflection. 
But yQu cannot ^Iter a nation in a day, and you 
cannot, when the emergency corned, develop in a 
man wbat the Peflective habit would have given you 
'fc^ily. That is where we are at some disadvantage 
cohiparcd with our enemies. 

On the other hand, we have great capacities in 
this nation — we have a great capacity in certain 
departments — for reflection. There is the British 
Navy. That is a thought-out organization — but it 
depends on a tradition which has been historical 
‘with/ us, which has always been there. The nation's 
mind has concentrated itself in the case of its Navy. 
With the Army it was never .^Q»easy, and yet in the 
case of the Army some things have been done which 
are very striking. 

I am going to speak of one here. I speak freely 
because, though it happened in my time, it was done 
by a man whom I did no more than set free and help 
to do it, and I did not meddle with him. I mean 
that extraordinary Army Medical Service, first 
org&nized on a territorial basis in connection with 
the territorial forces, which has been used in France 
with such an extraordinary etTect that I am told 
that to-day the Germans are busily engaged in trying 
to imitate it. I mean the Army Medical Organiza- 
tion, creaked by Surgeon-General Sir Alfred Keogh. 

Now, it ic well we should remember that case as 
an illustration of what can be done in a comparatively 
short time by a man who really knows what he , 
means, and sets himself to do it. Gentlemen, that 
is not the only ca^e of reflection. There has been 
some criticism of the Committee of Imperial Defence 
of late. Well, I know the work of the Committee 
of Imperial Defence very well. I sat on it and 
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worked on it first under Sir Henry Campbell-Banner- 
man, and I have sat on it and worked on it under 
the present Prime minister, and I will sj.y this to 
you : We may have thought wrong* or* we may have 
thought right, but we thought very j;iard on the 
Committed of Imperial Defence. • 

First of all the Committee Qf Impe|;ial Defence 
had to settle the basic principle of the protection 
of this country. So far as we were concerned the 
problem was easy if we alone anci in isolation had 
been attacked alone by Germany. We had a fleet 
which was double the size of the German Fleet, and 
an expeditionary force with which at home invasion 
would have been out of the question, a^art from 
the Territorial l^orce, which was in reserve behind. 
But, of course, we had to consider more thjngs ’than 
the case of our being engaged in an isolated war 
witn Germany. ^ 

We knew that vve had another factor in our favour 
in the case of attack on us alone, that whereas the 
German Army and Navy are raised by compulsion — 
that sons, brofhers, uncles, .nephews, and fathers are 
taken away from their businesses and cannot remain 
a long time away without great suffering to the 
German nation — under the British system* with a 
professional Navy and Army, war can go ^ for a 
dozen years. 

It was one of the great principles of the Committee 
of Imperial Defence that we refused to look at the 
question as though it could only be a home defence 
question. We realized that other /nations were 
creating great ‘navies — we* realized dtnat we should 
have closely and carefully to consider what part we 
might bear if we were drawn into a continental* war. 

Now, gentlemen, there were three alternatives before 
the Committee of Imperial Deferfce. There wasithat 
of developing our existing system, which was a very 
highly trained professional army, small compared to 
the vast continental armies, but very large compared 
to what they could send and keep in distant regions 
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for a long period. There was that professional army 
with behind it expansion in ithe shape of a territorial 
arnty.^ The other alternative was a plan which was 
put forwaVd for a compulsorily raised home defence 
army — sjiort trained and not under obligation to go 
abroad. 1 can only tell you that the experts of the 
Defence^ Committee would not look at that plan, 
because, they said, “It is not designed either for one 
thing or another. We can make sure of home 
defence without it. We cannot make sure that with 
an army, the very basis of which is that it is only 
raised for home defence, we should be able to do what 
may be required of us on the Continent.” 

1 ha^e seen it said that might have had 6oo,000 
men under that system in place of 1 50,000. 
Gentlemen, it. is not true that w^e have only had 
i50,ooo«for the Continent. * We have at this moment 
^m France over 600,000, and we h(ive got a good many 
*more in other opar^ts of the world. Therefore, apart 
from other drawbacks which were very great, we 
rejected that system because we did not think we 
could get out of it nearly as much as we could out of 
the Voluntary system. 

V^e are quite aware of the drawbacks of the 
Vohmtary system if you only look at one thing, 
but we had to consider the defence of the Empire as 
well as the defence of these shores, and the necessity 
for a great expeditionary force such as w’^e were 
advised we could not get if we tried to mix up in one 
a Compul^ry and a Voluntary system. Now, that 
brought ust to the *third alternative. It was my 
business to give rhy mind as closely as I could to 
ev^ry alternative, and I gave ^ny mind to tl^e question 
of raising* a continental ^rmy of 2,000,000 men two 
years trained. 1 considered thg^ — I was bound to 
consider everything — looking to the great increase of 
armaments on the Continent, and I did consider it, 
and there was a fatal difficulty in days where the 
situation was one which might pass or might mature 
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and prove full of peril. It was the old maxim against 
swopping horses wl^n you are crossing the stream. 
To raise an army like this, even if you^couid have got 
the nation to assent to it either in 1912 or 1906, would 
have taken a generation. • , 

The gr^at armies of the Continent have taken •at 
least two generations to build* up. Hpw could we 
have built up sucn an army in the time that was at 
our disposal ? Even ten or fifteei^ years would have 
been too late. Unless we could have got that army 
into existence at once, by waving a wand, we should 
have been in a situation of extraordinary peril, because 
at once our professional army would have begun to 
disappear, and before we could have got anything 
approaching even the beginnings of the second army 
into an efficient state the enemy would .have* had 
good reason for choosing his moment and attacking. 

At that tirrv^^ the armies of Russia were not 
organized as they are to-day.. ISk^r was the French 
Army as it is to-day ; and we should have becii at 
the mercy, aad they all w'ould have been at the 
mercy, of the German Army. And then there was 
another difficulty. There were then, at any rate, 
three parties in the German State. There was the 
great German nation, in some respects very 4 ike our 
own people, but with this difference, that the}»had no 
part in politics, and therefore if the Government raised 
its hand they were constrained to follow. 

Then at the other extreme there was the war party, 
the German General Staff, and those who surrounded 
it — what is called the Junker party-^^hat had been 
maturing war and preparing ^ tremendous machine, 
and was always endeavouring to persuade the German 
nation that it would# be a good thing to use it# And 
then, in between, the Ijalance was held by a third 
party, the gre^t middle patty m Germany, which 
included many of the diplomatists^ and a great many 
of the business men, and was v^ry powerful, and that 
party did not want war — at aay rate did not want it 
then ; wanted Germany, at any rate, to be richer and 
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stronger before she embarked on any policy of 
adventure, and, above all, |Wished to develop the 
rnater^al prosperity of Gernrany. 

Now, trfat f)arty had a suspicion rooted in it which 
I do no{ think we this country generally realized. 
We are not an imaginative nation, and* we could not 
conceive^ of anything so far from the truth as that it 
Siould be supposed that we had entered into a secret 
combination with France and Russia to ring round 
Germany and Tall upon her unawares and crush her ; 
and yet that was a superstition which was widely 
spread at that time in Germany — a pernicious error 
which the war party did the utmost to foster by 
circulapting every speech and article they could collect 
from this country which seemed to argue this kind 
Af indentions. Perhaps you will realize why I felt it 
incumbent on myself to ,do all I could to make 
* friendly speeches. 

I know son?etl]ing of Germany. I knew when 
August last came the meaning of what had happened 
despite all our efforts. The moment the war party 
in Germany dominated and unsheathed the sword it 
was with me a questii")!! of far more than even 
Belgium, and I said, We fight for our lives.” I had 
no doubt of the necessity of our taking part in this 
wa** Had we stood out, with the war party of 
Germany in the ascendancy, I think our shrift would 
have been very short. 

I pass that by. At any rate you see the principle : 
a great navy and a highly organized expeditionary 
force, expansion from a national territorial 

army beyoud, which Should be able to render assis- 
tance if required iii the protection of common interests. 
W^^ did not want to be don\inated by Germany, and 
we had to take the necessary means to prevent it. 
Jt was our principle to have a strong navy, with 
such an army as I have described, and that was the 
judgment on which we acted. I will only add that a 
vast amount of iiijnsense has been written by people 
who appear to have very little understanding. 
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It remains to be seen whether we have been right 
and whether we ha\^ acted so as to meet the case. 
I am pretty sure no 6ther estimate would have p\it us 
in a better position. I am pretty 'ceAairf it would 
I\ave put us in a worse position. You cannot swop 
horses in tihe middle of a stream, and we* had been jn 
the middle of the stream for the jast fifteen years. 

Now, let me pass to the important point which was 
raised in 1912. We were made iTneasy in that year 
because we were made acquainted with a new feature. 
It was known in the Press and generally, but it fell 
to me to get early news of it. Germany introduced 
a new Fleet law, which meant a great naval increase. 
It was communicated to my colleagues, and we at 
once took action. Mr. McKenna had laid down an 
increase in ships, and ^Mr. Churchill, buikjing on that, 
raised the Bridsh Navy to a point of size ‘and 
readiness for war Tn which it was .something like^wo 
to one against the German Navy. Well, that is an 
answer to people who say that nothing was done. I 
am far from suggesting to you that in the light of 
what we know now we might not have considered 
whether even more was not possible, but I am not 
sure that we should have come to any different 
conclusion. The nation could only do jvhat it 
could do. We might all have been better prepared 
in other ways of which I have not spoken, but not, 
I think, much better in the direction of which I 
have spoken. 

Gentlemen, the difficulty which w^ have to con- 
front is the difficulty whidi arises fr/im our national 
habit. Our national habit i!^ to be content with 
things as they are. We have great energy and great 
resourcefulness. No man is fetter in, a tigfit place 
than a citizen of the Bfitish#Errrpire. But, generally 
he has not beefi thinking about it much beforehand. 
Well, when I look back, the most difficult of all 
campaigns is not the campai^fi about the Army, not 
the campaign about the Navy — that is easy — but the 



86 tHE VlI^DiCATtON OF GREAT BRITAIN 

campaign of trying to get people to educate them- 
selves into the reflective habi^, 

'I have been since the year i 8 g 8 engaged in a 
campdign' ob education ; and my friend and late 
colleague, Mr. Pea.?,e, who has done more thari any 
Education Minister to make our ideas (mature, knows 
how extraordinarily difficult it is to wake up the 
interest of the nation in education. Not that some- 
thing was not done. Not merely were there the 
reforms which “he made and which are very valuable, 
but between 1898 and now ten new teaching uni- 
versities were created in this country. They have 
radiated out their influence in all directions, and if 
they had only given us the Officers’ Training Corps 
they would have given us a service which we may 
well be grateful for to-day. 

The ..education campaign is only typical of the 
' extraordinary difficulties whichJ everybody has to en- 
• counter who fries to waken *this nation before it 
chooses to be wakened to the business of organizing 
itself The efforts of the Education Department, the 
application of science to industry, and all the ques- 
tions which are agitating people’s minds just now, 
would have been easier if, fifteen years ago, we had 
begun to think of these things and applied our minds 
to fhem. 

But I have not asked you to come here and weep 
with me. My eyes are fixed on the immediate 
future, and the future beyond that, and I want to 
urge you to work with me in this. I think we can 
do a grejft deal in this war. We can win if the 
national c^ort is ^rightly organized. We and 
our allies have got splendid chances of co-opera- 
tion, and we must see to it that we distribute the 
burden a,nd the task and bear our full share, each 
alike, in his own way. 

Three years .ago, when I was'' at the War Office, 
and in the years before that, the new General Staff, 
which contained .^ome of the most brilliant generals 
that are now fighting at the front, taught me various 
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things. They taught me that for success in war 
clear conceptions |Were absolutely essential. You 
must know exactly what it is you wish to accomplish 
in war if you are to succeed. At gres^nti^ve are face 
to face with two alternative possible ways of beating 
the enen^, and everything turns on our having a 
perfectly clear conception and distinction betwGefi 
these two ways, and not con fussing them, because if 
we confuse them we shall not only fail in energy, 
but we shall fall between two stocJs. 

One way that people talk of is to pour troops 
into Germany. Now, Germany has a very great and 
highly organized"* g.rmy, and also a network of 
strategic railways, and it is a very difficult business 
to pour men into Germany, invade and crush her, 
unless you have gone through the prelirnin-ary process 
of wearing down tlfb enemy by attritfon. Tl\^t is 
where your p< 5 p«lation of 280 millions against 120 
millions comes in; and it ‘is •that superiority in 
numbers which gives room for a clear conception of 
what you want to do. It is that that we want to 
get into the national mind*; and if it is in the national 
mind it will be in everybody’s mind, and it will be 
done. 

If you choose the mode of attrition fou must 
realize its obligations and prepare now. JTnd here 
it is necessary to give a word of warning. You must 
not turn out isolated brigades, and attempt what I 
may term firework feats. You must not lose men in 
taking positions you do not intend to hold or cannot 
hold. You must save aiJ your forces, and take care 
that you wear down an energy whd^is trying to wear 
you down. You must prepare your positions, your 
entrenchments, and your artillery, ordinary ar#d heavy, 
for the purpose, and y«u must foncenlrate in getting 
that ready, however long a time it takes. • 

You must not grudge any time that gives you 
the result. The method of. attrition may turn out 
to be a real method in this^war. I am not dogma- 
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thing. It is not for me to express military opinions, 
but only opinions on matters of common sense, and 
^ch ally must play its part. The French are playing 
their (?wnl splendid part and the Russians are playing 
a part that is too little understood. 

We are, indeed, "" an unreflective pation. I see 
proposals put forward to mobilize the men of science 
^nd mobilize even the Royal Society. Now, no man 
has insisted more strongly than I have on the 
necessity of science and its application to industry 
. . . but to mobilize science in the abstract is to 
mobilize a mob, and a mob of scientific men is not 
much more useful than a mob of soldiers. You want 
to determine the precise problems which you desire to 
see sofved, to summon exactly the right men to do 
that, to associate them with the experts, military and 
naval,'- whose necessities they have to deal with, and 
,to organize in as careful a way as you would organize 
in any ordinary department of eVeryday business. . . . 

Before 1 sit down I want to say a word or two not 
only about war. but about peace. ‘I don’t mean the 
terms of peace. I don’t mean to discuss that, but 
it is about the situafion in which we .shall find our- 
selves when peace comes. 

Dt't us take care that we are not as badly prepared 
for ^eace as we were for some of the exigencies of 
this war. What will have happened to us? We 
shall have very little capital left. There will be a 
tendency to transfer business to the United States, 
and we shall have thrust back upon us a vast number 
of soldiers (]^)me back «from the war who will have to 
be employed. Let*us see that we don’t find ourselves 
a huge discontented island in the North Sea as the 
resiflt. Much can be done by*attacking that problem 
early. If you think ^bout it now a great deal can be 
done. ‘ 

They will be difficult times. Much will be changed. 
We shall have to build up again the ramparts of 
wealth and prosperity, and it will be essential that 
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our manufacturers should have thought of the situa- 
tion ahead, and wet should have thought systemati- 
cally and scientifically how to build up chancres of 
employment. Vast numbers of makers of* munitions 
will be unemployed, and manufacturers will not be 
sufficiently re-established to employ them. ^ , 

The War Office and the Board, of Trade are thinking 
of it, but it is a problem so vast that we ought to be 
thinking of it — the whole nation. Tnat brings me 
to another point. On 26th June last, about two 
months before the war, I came here to make a speech 
with Mr. Lloyd George on the inwardness of the 
Budget. We developed prospects arising out of the 
Budget which were -not on the face of the Bill but 
were latent in it. We spoke of building up a better 
race. A system of national education was in* that 
Budget ; and beside.^ there was someth^fig that is 
vital at this moment — I speak in the presence ^f a 
great expert on this subject, my^ friend Mr. Herbert 
Samuel, who was the minister m charge of the public 
health. He and his experts and the Board of Educa- 
tion had ascertained that of all the children who were 
born, 10 per cent died in tli^ first 12 months, and of 
the w^ole of the children who might have come into 
the world, 15 per cent died who need not have died. 
Nearly the whole of that wastage, 25 per cer^ and it 
was more if you work out the figures actuarially, can 
be saved. And yet here we are with a falling birth- 
rate ! It is an urgent problem. 

I am well aware of the necessity of saving every 
penny we can save. But jio not let us be penny-wise 
and pound-foolish. The^ reformjy are almost as 
vital as the supply of munitk)ns of war. We dare 
not flinch from them. Set to work to see that these 
things I have mentioned and indicated are done, arid 
done at once ! . . . * • • 

The examples which I have given you are examples 
which are only isolated ones. •The problems abound. 
What is the moral ? We mfbst not look merely to 
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the Government ; we must organize ourselves. Men 
must think and work too, ^because they will play a 
tremendous part in some of these social problems of 
which I i-'have spoken. We must set ourselves to 
learn to think and to act as we never thought and 
acted before. Then it may be that tjie war and the 
convulsion which has awakened us out of our slumbers 
*may prove to have been a blessing. At least let us 
make the most of such an opportunity as we have. 
Wc needed in -the lethargy into which we had got an 
intellectual and spiritual awakening. Perhaps it has 
come ! Ah ! gentlemen, our one mind must be the 
mind not only of the nation, but of the awakened 
nation. Our leaders cannot do everything, and we 
must not leave it to them. Each one of us is deeply 
responsible individually for doing what he can to save 
his co^mtry in the greatest emergency in which it has 
<‘been for many a generation. We support a Govern- 
, ment which is in reality and ifi Effect a Government 
of Public Safely. ' Well, do not let us lose courage. 
Do not let us flinch from this great effort. Let us 
turn the necessity of it to our profit'. Let us feel that 
what has happened may be the making of us as a 
race, aye ! and our salvation from the state of indif- 
ference into which we had fallen. There are some 
olcPwords of Robert Browning which come into my 
miffd, and I will quote them to you as I conclude : 

There are flashes struck from midnights; 

There are fire-flrimes noondays kindle ; 

Whereby piled-np honours perish, 

WJiereby swollen ambitions dwindle ; 

While just this or (hat poor impulse 
Whmh for opce has play unstifled 

Seems the sole work of a lifetime 
^ That away the rest have ^trifled. 

The midnight.call, has t,ome. Let us see to it that 
our lamps are trimmed. • 

In the course of his reply to a vote of thanks Lord 
Haldane said : * 
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; Gentlemen, I am deeply nfoved by this occasion. 
Ih some ways I ha\% always felt myself lacking in 
the gifts of public life, I am no orator^ I have not 
the capacity for stirring great masses of men. My 
political life has been in some.ways a lonely one, and 
would haws been more so but for deyoted friends. 
But I have tried during these Iqng ydars to think 
closely as I could — to think out ideas which might 
bear fruit. And yet to-night in your attitude, in the 
generousness of your response, in the kindliness of 
your welcome, I feel that my life has indeed not been 
wasted. You have crowned it with a prize, and I am 
grateful to you. . 

Can any man read this ca^ and quiet speech, so full of 
wisdom, modesty, and vision, \dthout coming to the con- 
clusion that it were a far hcalthiCT thing for such .a coilntry 
as Britain to listen more often and more willingly to the 
utterances of a mind* like this, than to lend its undisciplined 
feelings so greedily to the claptrap of the demagogue and 
the hysterics of a conscienceless Press? In this speech 
of the great minister I am aware of an unexaggerating 
common sense, a practical wisdom, and a quiet and 
disciplined imagination which e-^plain for me why he was 
so trusted by that shrewd king who disliked exaggeration 
and detested mischief-making.” » 

Lord Haldane has returned to his early love, the Law.* 
He is to be seen daily sitting from early morning until 
late in the afternoon taking a leading part in the de- 
liberations of the two supreme tribunals of the Empire 
— the House of Lords, which hears the appeals from 
England, Scotland, and Irelarld, and th^ Judicial Com- 
mittee of the Privy Council, whioh, in the name of the 
sovereign, dispenses ultimate justice to the rest of the 
Empire. It was his dream a quarter of a pentur/ earlier 
to build up these great tribulials into* one Supreme Court 
of the Empire. The House of Lords Remains unchanged 
still as a judicial institution, and in form this dream 
remains still unaccomplished. But in substance he ac- 
* See Appendix, 
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complished it when, as Lord Chancellor, he carried the 
recent Act which strengthened •the body of Law Lords, 
who* sit in divisions between which the members are 
interchangeaole.* By this Act he added two paid Law 
Lords of the highest Jearning and ability to that corps 
of judges. ' He also prevailed on two other highly 
d’stinguished lkwyei;s to accept peerages and to devote 
theft* lives, unremunerated, to this great work. 

The Judicial Committee in particular has been Lord 
Haldane's special care. To-day he sits there interpreting 
the constitutions of the Dominions and Colonies which 
make up the Empire. One of its most real links is the 
Privy Council in its Judicial. Committee, a body that 
commands high respect and, confidence among the four 
hundred millions of the ^’'/ojects of the King — subjects 
of every nationality and /very colour, and under systems 
of law which range from those yi the Western world, based 
on -the customs of old France, to others in the Far East, 
based on the Shastras and traditions of India. In that 
dominion of the King-Emperor Lord Haldane’s name is 
held in deep respect, for he has played a great part in 
holding the scales of justice impartially between the 
Government and the natives. There is a story told 
about the Supreme Tribunal which sits in Downing 
Street in the court with the shabby entrance which I 
will rescue from oblivion. A traveller in Northern India 
found a hill tribe assembled for the religious purpose of 
a sacrifice. “ To what god do you make your offering?" 
he asked. " We know not his mystery," was the reply, 
“ but he is a god so great and powerful that he has made 
the British Raj [the Government at Calcutta] give us back 
the land it hadv taken from us. And we know the name 
of him to commemorate whose justice we make sacrifice ; 
it is the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council." 

A m'ember.of Lord Haldane’s* family once told mean 
interesting story aboutt his ^childhood. He had an old 
Scotch nurse, who .took him, aged si:^, to see the House 
of Lords, which was in recess. She led him through the 
chamber and asked the attendant to let her place the boy 
on the Woolsack. Whfen she returned w^th him she told 

\ 
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the Highland butler of the family what she had done, and 
added, “ One day the bairn will sit there in his own 
right ! ” “ Aye, Mrs. Ferguson,” was the reply, “ but your 
heid will be weel happit by then.” He was right. The 
old nurse, to whom Lord Haldane was devoted to the day 
of her death, parsed away before the goal of htr ambition 
for him had been bravely reached. 




LORD HALDANE’S MISSIONS TO. 
GERMANY 



, . , The melancholy scei)'' i had just gone through had 
shaken me, and I needea sympathy. I told Sala what 
had happened. “ The old story,” said Sala ; “ /(fe a 
dream! Take a glass of brandy.” He then inquired 
who my friends* were. ‘‘Three admirable members of 
Parliament,” I cried, “ who, donning the cross of 

charily ” “ I know,” interrupted Sala ; “the cleverest 

thing out ! ” 


Friendship's Garland 



CHAPTER III. 


LORD HALDANE’S MISSIONS TO GERMANY 


\In view of the rece7it a7iswcr given by Mr. Asquith m the House of 
Coui77W7is^ it is apparefit that we can7iot hope to see the full record of 
the Berlm conversations before\the wa7 ends. What appears m the 
text of this chapter relative to tk'o' substance of these con^jersations is 
the result of a collatio7t fro7/i a va, fty oj sources., Germa7i as well as 
English, As., however, accuracy m isuch a matter is of the highest 
wtporta7tce, I thought it right to cof7i7jiunicate with Lof'd Halda7ib a7id 
ash hi77t to look at the proof ofjlhis particular chapter^ I have his 
authority for say mg that^^ hi no pohit is it in ac curate * 

T he Liberal Government/’ *says Mr. Oliver in 
Ordeal by Battle, not very accurately, “came 
into office fn the autumn of 1905. Ministers,” 
he continues, “ can hardly have had time to master the 
contents of their various portfolios before German aggres- 
sion burst rudely in upon them.” He then proceeds to 
suggest, with the complacency of a good Conservative 
(whose Government, having left the War Office in a condi- 
tion of “ chaos and weakness,” had just departed amidst 
almost universal derision), that this German aggression 
was dictated by the fact that a Liberal Government had 
come into power ! 

“ It is a highly significant fact,” says he, following up 
this complacent hint, “that early •in 1906, only a few 
months after Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman's advent to 
power, ^ he found himself faced with the firospect of a 
European war” — and mark*whal follows, without even 
the decency of a fifil stop to mitigate, its complete con- 
tradiction — “which was only averted when our Foreign 

* As a matter of fact it was in the very next month. 

H # 97 * 
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Minister” — that is to say, Sir Edward Grey, with the 
full concurrence of his Liberal colleagues — “ made it clear 
to Germany that in such an event this country would 
range itself uport the side of France.” 

1 desire* to treat Mr. Oliver with courtesy and respect. 
He is sinceri:, he is courageous, and he writes like a gentle- 
His main offence, it seems to me, Hes in this, that 
he\ventured% to write* a book on a subject of the very 
gravest nature, and at a time when Britain’s good name 
was of ])rice]ess worth to her, without being perfectly 
certain of his facts and without taking the greatest trouble 
to see that he was not doing violence to those facts. But 
at this point it does seem to me that Mr. Oliver has 
treated his reader’s intelligence with a degree of rough- 
ness which* deserves particulaX Reproof. For immediately 
after this statement that By/mn had delivered an emphatic 
ans\\'’er to the “ warning ’’-of Germany, he proceeds to say : 
“ The Brit^“Sh answer to it was to utter renewed pro- 
teslations of friendly confidence”! And yet, saying this, 
he 'actually quotes- in, a footnote the following sentence 
from Mr. J. A. Spender’s Foundations of British Policy : 
“It was the general belief at the time t[iat nothing but the 
support which the British .Government gave to the French 
averted a catastrophe. . .” 

Let me tell Mr. Oliver and his numerous disciples — a 

host oi intelligent people who, fascinated and hypnotized 

by a wvery seductive narrative style, have accepted all 

Mr. Oliver’s facts and all Mr. Oliver’s conclusions from 

those facts — the true story of what are styled in Ordeal 

by Battle the warnings of Germany, the story of the 

three principal warnings — the ivarning of 1906, the 

warning of 1908, and the^ warning of 1911. 

« 

The “Warning” of 1906 

• • 

The Libentl Government was formed, with some diffi- 
culty^ in December 190^. Tfie trouble which had divided 
the party over the South African VCar was over, but a 
certain amount of friction still remained. The section led 
by Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman and the section led 
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by Lord Rosebery, which included Mr. Asquith, Sir 
Edward Grey, and Mri Haldane (three close personal 
friends), were only drawn together by whajt they judged 
to be the menace of Protection. Lord 'Rosebery did not 
take office, but the three North countrymen who most 
emphatically represented the strength, dignity, and elo- 
quence of Literal Imperialism accepted the invitatfcn * 
of Sir Henry Campbeh-Bannerman to join*the Govern- 
ment. Sir Edward Grey became Foreign Secretary, 
Mr. Asquith went to the Treasury, and, at King 
Edward’s express wish, Mr. Haldane accepted the seals 
of the War Office.^ Thus, in this Liberal Government 
which on Mr. Oliver’s supposition invited an attack by 
German aggression, were .three of the strongest intellects 
in the House of Commons, three men whose principles 
of a strong, rigorous, but rational imperialism must .have 
been very well known at the German Embass3^in London, 
if not to the statesmen ot the Wilhelmstrasse, and three 
men who had never*utfered a single word which suggested 
either pusillanimity or betrayal cJf international under- 
takings. 

Early in January the trouble between France and 
Germany was very serious. • The Germans, who in 
the region of foreign politics have the touchiness of a 
parvenu, felt that their dignity had been flouted by the 
French Foreign Minister. They insisted upon M. Del- 
cassd’s resignation. .Naturally enough, after this evTdence 
of German feeling, the French became wisely anxious, and 
in the field of their anxiety was the question of British 
support. If France were wantonly attacked by her neigh- 
bour, would Britain lend the aid of her land-power as well 
as the aid of her sea-power ? — tliat is to say, would Britain 
land an army in France, and if so, of what size would that 
army be ? 

The British Foreign Secretary would not pnter iflto any 
engagement which might bind Jiis •country improperly. 
But he consulted #with the British War Ministei^ and 
having gained the assent of the Prime Minister, Mr. 

* “Nobody else,” Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman once said, 
“would touch it \5jith a pole.” • 
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Haldane made arrangements at the War Office for a 
conference between his military advisers and the French 
General Staff. ^ It was made perfectly plain that in no 
case whatever w6uld Britain lend her support to an 
unprovoked attack on Germany, but the military men 
wejje told to consider in what way the, two friendly 
"(Countries could best aijt together in the event of a German 
atta^ on France, No one was to be bound, but possible 
military eventualities were to be thought out. And the 
British War Minister did something more. He set his 
generals to work on a complete investigation of the 
condition of our military forces, with the direct instruc- 
tion to report on the greatest number of troops we 
could land in France if emergency arose, and how quickly 
the landing could be effected. 

Thjis, during all the distractions of a General Election, 
and certainly, before he could have mastered his portfolio, 
did-Mr. Haldane meet this first warning of German 
aggression. Mr. Oliver will hardly ^u^gest that he could 
have done more, seeing* that he had succeeded to the Con- 
servative Government’s British Army of “ chaos and weak- 
ness.” To have flung that poor arnry at the head of 
Germany, or even to hav’e strutted and blustered and 
worked himself up into a fine music-hall passion of indig- 
nation, might have satisfied the hot feelings of gentlemen 
like Mr? Oliver ; but it would hardly have been kind to the 
British Army, to France, or to the British Empire. What 
Mr. Haldane did do, on the other hand, was of the very 
greatest service both to the British Army and to France. 
He began to put the chaos into such order that it pre- 
sently became a military fighting machine such as this 
country never had before. * 

The result of the investigation by the generals was, of 
course, most disquieting. Only a very small force could 
have been senj; to France in those days, perhaps 8o,ooo 
men, and even so only after a delay that would have been 
fatal. * This appalling state of things, we may say, was one 
of the chief contents left by Mr. Oliver’s political leaders in 
the portfolio of the minister, and we may also say that it 
was this appalling slate of things which tl\e War Minister 
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so completely, so triumpjiantly, and so mercifully mastered 
to the great satisfaction of his generals. 

Lord Haldane saw at once that the; master sedret of 
modern warfare was rapid mobilization. The Germans had 
discovered that secret. His business was to meet Moltke- 
ism with Moltkeism. The Germans have since complained . 
that he stole this secret from them during his. friendly visit 
of 1906. But the truth is that rapidity of mobilization as 
the key to the whole question of modern war was no secret 
to any one who took the trouble to look into military science. 
Nevertheless it is significant that a layman like Lord 
Haldane initiated the British Army into this secret. It 
was he who revolutionize the military science of Great 
Britain, who did away wfth sprawling incoheSiveness, and 
who knitted together, by meaps of the greater unit com- 
plete in itself, a striking force which could be set in nfotion 
with a minimum of delay. We shall see Idter on how 
extraordinarily succes^ul he was in this revolution, and flow 
that revolution begun in 1906 saved Europe in the autumn 
of 1914. 

But this was nojt all that the War Minister did in those 
perilous days. Faithful to hi^ wise master and to the 
highest principles of his own n^nd, while he laboured as 
War Minister to get order and efficiency out of chaos and 
weakness, Lord Haldane strove with all the keenness of 
his intellect and with all the fire of his soul to bet*-^ our 
relations with Germany. In the light of subsequent events, 
of course, the Germans now regard this admirable diplo- 
macy of Lord Haldane as the trick of King Edward’s 
blandest, silkiest, cleverest, and most dishonest trickster ; 
but in honest truth it was notlyng of the kind. It was a 
genuine effort made by a very wise man and a perfectly 
upright man to save the peace ot* Europe ; and while it 
certainly did enable us, to put our house in order and to 
come to a working understanding with Frarrce, it was never 
intended as a policy for gaining^time, and never u^ed in 
after-years in the cfirection of offence. • 

Before proceeding to relate what Lord Haldane attempted 
in the field of improving our relations with Germany, it may 
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be well, seeing that slander and calumny have not refrained 
from assailing his family honour, asserting among other 
mattefs that ht' hjjs German blood in his veins, to give the 
reader somb brief idea of the minister’s credentials. 

Richard Bardon Haldane was born on the 30th July 
^1856, the son of a Scottish gentleman, Robbrt Haldane of 
Clo^, who .married * Mary Elizabeth Burdon Sander- 
son, a sister of Darwin’s friend. Sir John Burdon San- 
derson. The family is an ancient one, dating back to the 
thirteenth century. There have been Haldanes at Glen- 
eagles ever since those days, and the present owner of 
Glencagles, Lord Camperdown, is a Haldane in the 
female line. Among the notable people connected with 
the Haldan6s are Admiral Duncan, the hero of Camper- 
down, and Sir Ralph Ahercromby of Aboukir. Two 
grand-uncles of Lord Haldane are famous in the religious 
history of Scotland and Switzerland. On the mother’s 
side he was the great-grandnephew of a previous Lord 
Chancellor, the famous; Lord Eldon, and his not less 
distinguished brother, the famous jurist, Lord Stowell.^ 

One of Lord Haldane’s brothers, Dr^ J. S. Haldane of 
Oxford, is an eminent phy^siologist with a European repu- 
tation, whose services tO' the nation in providing masks 
against the German gas-attacks was only an episode in 
a life cf .devotion to science which has been of the greatest 
blessmg to workers in mines ; his service to the British 
Admiralty both before and during the war has been of very 
considerable national advantage. Another brother. Sir 
William Haldane, is a well-known citizen of Edinburgh, 
and the Crown Agent for Scotland ; his sister, Elizabeth 
Haldane, a doctor of laws^ a translator of Hegel and a 

* “Gleneagles House, biiiH in 1624 . . . can only be reckoned a late 
edition of the house of the Haldanes — a race not scintillating along 
the maroli of history like the Lords oTGraham, alternately lost in 
shade or glittering in the sunshine, bi^t holding, through troubled, trying 
centuries, a calm, dignified, uTiobtrusive state, till, reaching the ages 
suited to their high morjl development, they fljfshed upon the scene — 
here ‘ a minister of peace to guilty man,’ and there the world-famed 
hero of Camperdown. . . .• As for the Haldanes proper — those of 
Airthrey — their fame is in ,pll the churches and at every fireside 
where religion is a matter of lively interest.” — H^igh Miller, 
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biographer of Descartes, js one of the most practical, and 
certainly one of the most persuasive women- in what may 
be called the higher branches of the Wopian’s Movement. 
The mother of this distinguished family, a friend of many 
notable men and women, is still in the enjoyment of an 
excellent merrfory at the age of ninety-one. Perhap.s 1 
may be allowed to say that it is whan I thinly of this very 
gracious lady, in all the dignity and beauty of her extreme 
age, that my indignation is most deeply stirred against 
those scurrilous journalists (few of whom a man of breed- 
ing would admit to his dinner-table) who have attempted 
not only to blacken but to blast the honour of the most 
distinguished of her children. 

At the age of sevente(!n Richard Haldane*went in the 
summer session to the Unive/sity of Gottingen, on the 
advice of Professor Blackie, Professor of Greek in the-Uni- 
versity of Edinburgh.^ This eccentric Professor of Greek, 
who taught everything, else except Greek, had the greatest 
hopes of his pupil, and wished tl\e young man to Gome 
under the influence of Hermann Lotze, Gottingen’s famous 
professor of philosophy. Richard Haldane, who, like 
Aristotle, is a man breathing Jibraries, was interested in 
German literature, even as wwere such irreproachable 
patriots as Carlyle, Coleridge, Matthew Arnold, and Pro- 
fessor Cramb (he is also deeply interested in Frenc]j^ litera- 
ture) ; and he himself wished to study philosophy undoj^the 
influence of Lotze. In one of his numerous addresses to 
University students which have been so extraordinarily 
helpful and inspiring, he spoke many years afterwards of 
that noble teacher: 

Thirty-six years ago \ was bidden to choose for 

myself whether I would go to Oxfoiti or to a German 

» 

* It has been pointed out to me by a famous professor at Edinburgh 
University that Scotland has always had closer cultural relations 
with the Continent than England has had in all hei^history. Scotland 
and France were devoted to eaT:h otifcr centuries ago. Carlyle was 
the first British interpreter of German thought. And it is fVom her 
relation with Germany that Scotland has advanced in religious intel- 
ligence at so much greater a pace than England. The intellectual 
condition of the Scottish churches is of a high order, and the early 
doctrinal narrowifess has practically vanished, 
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University, and I chose Gotf ingen because Lotze was 
there, I was only seventeen, little more than a boy. 
I remember^vividly how spiritually as well as intel- 
lectually anchorless I felt in the early days of niy 
residence in the old University town where lay the 
«. Hanoverian centre of learning. Gottingen was, in 
those days, full of great men. Gauss and Riemann 
and Weber were dead, but Wohler was there, and 
Ben fey and Sauppe and von Jhering and Ritschl — 
names that stood in the “ seventies ” for what was 
highest in Germany in science and classical learning 
and jurisprudence and theology. Yet the figure that 
stood out above all the others was that of my old 
master,'d-Iermann Lotze. I had the privilege, boy as 
I was, of seeing him gften in his study as well as of 
listening in his lecture-room, and to the end of my 
life 1 slvall hold the deep impression he made on me — 
* of a combination of intellectual, power and the highest 
‘moral stature. . I have often wondered whether 
Browning had not visited Gottingen before he wrote 
his CJirist)Jias Eve^ and whether it ^was Lotze he had 
in his mind when he^ describes how the spirit took 
him from place to place, until at last — 

Alone by the entrance door 
' Of a sort of temple — perhaps a college, 

Like nothing I ever saw before 
At home in England to my knowledge. 

The tall, old, quaint, irregular town — 

It may be — though which, I can’t 
Aftirm any, 

Of the famous middle-age towns of Germany ; 

Is it fl^alle, Weimar, Cassel, Frankfort 
Or Gottingen, I have to thank for ’t ? 

It may be Gottingen — most likely. 

Then he describes how he enters the lecture-room and 
sits down among the stikdentk, and a professor comes in : 

I felt at once as if there ran 
A shoot of love from my heart to the man, . . . 

Who stood surveying his auditory 
With a wan, pure look, well-nigh celestial, 
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Those blue eyes ha^ surveyed so much, 

While under the foot they could not smutch 

Lay all the fleshly and bestial.* i » 

t 

Some of the results of his study at Gottingen may be 
seen in those two volumes Pctthivay to Reality which 
contain his GMfbrd Lectures at the University of St. . 
Andrews in 1902-4 — philosophical lectures which show 
the influence of Kant and Hegel on his mind and Lotze 
on his character — lectures full of moral earnestness, the 
highest idealism, and a courageous and unflinching devo- 
tion to truth. 

On his return to this country he continued his Uni- 
versity career at Edinburgh, winning the Ferguson 
Scholarship of 1876, which* was open to all the Universities 
of Scotland (Edward Caird was.at Glasgow in those days), 
and taking a First Class Honours degree. This was a 
time when Hutchison Stiniing was introducing Hegel to 
the- English mind for. the first time, and when T. Id. 
Green at Oxford and Edward C^ird at Glasgow vVere 
beginning to fire the minds of British students with an 
enthusiasm for German philosophy. He went to the 
Bar at the end of 1879. Ten .years afterwards he took 
silk, but long before that he wa» a marked man among 
the lawyers of the day. In 1885 he entered Parliament 
as the Liberal member for Haddingtonshire, ^^X)n- 
stituency which never played him false for the 
of his House of Commons career — a term of five-and- 
twenty years — although its member was never a Whip’s 
man and freely exercised his own discretion in party war- 
fare. A Conservative Government was in power when he 
entered Parliament, and with this Government Mr. Hal- 
dane, who has never been an intolerant partisan, worked 
in closest co-operation for the changing of London Uni- 
versity from a merely examining into a teaching Univer- 
sity ; ten years afterwards another Government asked 
him to take the chair of*the •Royal Commission on 
University Educatif)n in London. This Commission sat 
for four years, and Mr. Haldane managed to preside over 

* Universities and National Life, bv Lord Haldane, pp. 26-8. 
(John Murray.) ' 
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it, so keen and unabated was his^^enthusiasm for education, 
even when fie was War Minister in 1906 and Lord 
Charfcellor iri 1911. No other man in the country has 
done more to encourage and establish universities and to 
broaden the* whole character of our educational system. 

'From the first he was known as a greax lawyer, a tre- 
mendous worker, an entirely disinterested and honourable 
politician, and above everything else as an enthusiast for 
clear-thinking and rational progress. He defined his idea 
of Liberalism in a preface to a volume of addresses called 
Education and Empire : 

There is a Liberalism which some of us believe 
to be the Liberalism of the* future. It holds that the 
faith Which it has made hs own cannot stand still, 
but must advance with the advancing needs of new 
'‘generations. To-daiy, at the beginning of the 
twentieth century, we a.s nation have to face the 
problem of preserving our gr^at commercial position, 
" and with it the great empire w'hich the great men 
of past generations have won and handed down to 
us. That empire it is our bounden duty to hold as a 
sacred trust, and to ,pass on in such a fashion that 
those who come aftier may be proud of us, as we are 
proud of the forefathers who did their work before 
• c:iir time. The duty we have to discharge requires 
— -an effort. That effort must assume the formi neither of 
swaggenng alojig the High Street of the world, 7 ior 
of sitting down with folded hafids on a dust-heap. 
It is rather to be sought in clear views and activity 
of the kind that is at once unhasting and unresting. 
Around us is surging.up a flood of new competition. 
If we are to hold the ground which our predecessors 
won before the days of that competition, we shall 
require above all things enlightened views about the 
common constitution which unites us with our colonies 
g.nd dependencies. * 

This Liberalism, nvhich is perhaps rtie politics of every 
educated man in the country, never mind what party he 
belongs to, is not the Liberalism of the smoking-room, 
the club, and the local committee. Lord Haldane, like Mr, 
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Arthur Balfour, never gave^himself to the man In the street. 
He had friends — great and true friends — chllefest of all 
among politicians, Sir Edward Grey, Mr. A^^qt^ith, an(i Mr 
Balfour ; and every man who ever worked with Jiim, from 
Lord French to Mr. Sidney Webb, «ame under tthe spell of 
his naturalness, 4iis candour, his honesty, his good-humour, 
his indifference to cheap popularity, and his solid intellec- 
tual greatness ; but he never had a crowd of henchmen at 
his heels. He was too busy to bother about such matters. 

Many of his holidays were spent in Germany, where 
with Professor Hume Brown he went to bathe himself 
in memories of Goethe, that exalted spirit, that profound 
thinker, and that sublime *poet, admiration for whom will 
be for ever felt and expressed in this country with or 
without the permission of our vulgarians. In this manner. 
Lord Haldane not only kept up his German language, 
deepened his love for Goe4;he, and broadened* his know- 
ledge of German philosophy, but he made hims^f 
acquainted with what was taking jplace in the mind of 
Germany. Better than any man in this country, better 
perhaps than any other man in the world, he knew the 
psychological changes in modern Germany ; and from 
1906 onwards, when he came to know the true and awful 
state of the British Army, he saw that only the most 
delicate statesmanship, only the most ceaseless vip- ilanc e. 
could avert a calamity. 

Lord Haldane’s admiration for German literature was 
shared, but with infinitely less discrimination, by that fire- 
eating prophet of force, the late Professor J. A. Cramb. The 
professor tells us that ‘‘ Goethe i;s, perhaps, the most serene 
artist in words since Sophocles,” and sefys of him that 
“amongst the children of men nof one has striven with a 
loftier purpose to divine^ even though darkly, the bond of 
the Many and the One, and thus to justify the ways of 
God to man, and of man to* God?” Further, he says that 
“ German scholarskip has not left a .'#ingle period in its 
annals uniilumined by some work which is marked by dis- 
tinction or powei^” And this ; 

There is mo such stainless fnirror of a nation’s soul 
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as German literature. Ir>. every age it is racy of 
Germarl earth, going the round of its rivers and moun- 
S;ains arid valleys. In the thirteenth century it is in 
Thuringia, the feudal castles ; in the sixteenth, Saxony 
gives its tone to ^Reformation literature and hymns ; 
the varied art of Silesia dominates the seventeenth, as 
that of Suabia the eighteenth century. Romanticism 
has its home in Berlin ; the fatalism of Vienna and 
Munich succeeds “Young Germany”; and in the 
twentieth century Berlin again leads in this, one of 
the greatest world-literatures.^ 

His contempt for English ignorance is very great. “ A 
few weeks ago,” he says, “ the head master of one of our 
public schools exhumed a letter of the late Mr. Gladstone, 
in which that eminent politician cast a slur upon the whole 
of German literature. . . . The astonishing thing is that 
in the second decade of the twentieth century an English- 
man should have been found who,iiaving exhumed such a 
verdict, did not from yery shame instantly cover it again in 
complete oblivion. Instead of this, he incontinently pub- 
lished it in The Tivies, not once only,. but in two different 
issues. The publication ^of this letter is discreditable at 
once to the critic, to the exhumer, to the Press, and to the 
nation.” He hopes that “ during the next few decades ” — 
LorcU-Northcliffe should pay attention to this hope of the 
giTiiSfct English militarist — “ there may gradually arise here 
in England a wall, as it were, of cultured opinion, which 
should make the blunt enunciation of such judgments by a 
prominent politician all but impossible by the ridicule to 
which they would at once expose him, and their ratification 
by the head master of one -of our public schools absolutely 
unthinkable.” 

Finally : 

Germany has one of the greatest and most profound 
schools of poetry — yet how many Englishmen have the 
secrets of its high ^places, or access toedts templed 
wonders ? SiNce the decline of Alexandria there has 
been no such group of daring thinkers as those of 
Germany in the late eighteenth and early nineteenth 
‘ See Appendix, NoteiG. 
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centuries : yet to most English men and. women the 
Critique of Pure RAzson and the largJr vision of 
HegeFs Logic are sealed as the Enneads\o{ Plotifius. 

If an English militarist who could hafdly contain his 
feelings of adoration when one day in the street/of Berlin 
he saw Treitscl^ke remove his soft grey-felt wide-awake 
hat '"—for the day was hot — if such a worshipper of mili- 
tarism and strife and war, and such a hater ofTLiberalism 
and Pacifism, may express admiration for German litera- 
ture, surely Lord Haldane, whose contempt for the 
Treitschke school is born of true scholarship and what 
Sainte-Beuve calls an iinmovahle evenness of soul^ may be 
allowed to acknowledge hi6 debt of spiritual gratitude to 
the real and enduring maj^ters of German cul|ure. 

With the Morocco crisis in his mind he began to make 
several speeches, one of them in* German to the Germans 
in London. His object was to gdt rid of German touclii- 
ness, while he and his generals worked night and da^*- 
to save the British Arfny from “ chaos and weakness.” 
These wise, temperate, and entirely statesmanlike speec^les 
attracted attention in Germany, and in 1906, the very year 
of the crisis, he went to Berlin, as War Minister of Great 
Britain, to be the Emperor’s guest at the September 
manoeuvres of the German Army? Lord Midleton, one 
of his Conservative predecessors, had received such an 
invitation, and although some difficulties were put fTi^e 
way of this visit, King Edward, the Prime Minister, and 
Sir Edward Grey thought that the invitation should be 
accepted. The King’s only anxiety, apparently, was 
whether Lord Haldane, as a beginner at the War Office, 
might not be somewhat ill at ease among Germany’s 
professional soldiers. The minister, who saw the King at 
Marienbad on his way to Berlin, where he encountered 
Prince Ferdinand of Bulgaria,* was able to reassure His 

* An amusing story is told of tl^is eng[)iint£r. Ferdinand wanted 
to discuss a great coup with which his mind was bubbling over.. The 
King refused to hear a/word of it, and as a constitutional monarch 
waited for his minister’s arrival. When Lord Haldane did arrive, he 
put him into a room with Ferdinand, and there left him. Lord 
Haldane, who had nO instructions on Calkin affairs from the Foreign 
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Majesty ve^ good-humouredly on this point, and with 
the best wiskes of everybody, the King most of all, he set 
off for Berlii|, accompanied by Colonel Ellison, who had 
served as secretary to the Esher Committee on the War 
Office, an8 knew a very great deal about the armies of 
foreign Powers. Frorf many sources of information, both 
• p\iblic and private, both British and foreign, I will en- 
deavour to' reconstruct the narrative of this important 
visit to Berlin. 

The British minister was received in state on his arrival 
at the railway station, and was escorted to his hotel by a 
detachment of the Guards. Several state servants and 
two officers of the General Staff were attached to his 
person, an(^ he was installed with Colonel Ellison in a 
suite of rooms which the Emperor reserves for his guests. 
The atmosphere was correct but frigid ; the newspapers 
were polite but not cordial ; and the general reception of 
our minister seems to have ex'jDressed very accurately the 
feelings which then characterized Anglo-German relations 
— uncertainty and suspicion. 

On the following day the Emperor arrived from 
Potsdam to present new colours to his troops, and Lord 
Haldane, who had previously called at the French 
Embassy and visited tne German War Office, received 
from him at this ceremony an open-air welcome. Next 
dg ^at the great parade, which Lord Haldane attended as 
a civilian in plain clothes, the Emperor sought him out, 
and, his face shining with pride, spoke of his splendid 
troops. The scene was one of some impressiveness. The 
citizens of Berlin in vast numbers crowded the parade 
ground ; in the reserved positions were representatives 
of foreign Powers, most of them in uniform, and many 
of them accompanied .by ladies ; and there in the midst of 
his magnificent army, surrounded by his princes and 
generals, and mounted on a great horse brilliant with 
trappings, was the little;^, palc.-faced man with the withered 
arm in whose hands— hands which were often shaky or 

Office, at once began to talk about chemistry, and went on talking 
about chemistry till Kin^ Edward opened the door and let him out. 
The King always told this Ltory with a great reliyti. 
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threatening with the emotions of fear and anger — lay the 
issues of peace and war. | Suddenly this chi^ figure was 
seen to break away from his soldiers and to g^lop towards 
the spectators, reining in his horse before a carriage in 
which a civilian was standing, dressed in ta^ hat and 
frock-coat, Mr. Haldane, the War* Minister of England. 
It was an almost unprecedented compliment, and augured 
well for the hopes of the peace party: Photographs have 
preserved the scene. The Kaiser leaned forward from his 
tall horse, and in the presence of a number of people, and 
without lowering his voice, asked Mr. Haldane what he 
should do without that great army, situated as he was 
between the Russians and the P'rench, apologizing for 
the remark wkh good-hunaour since France was the ally 
of Great Britain. And Mr. Haldane also fbpHed with 
good-humour, saying that he ^would rather be behind 
that army than in front of it. This incident was noted 
by many people, and industrious ladies in neighbouring^ 
carriages made haste Jto take snap-shots of the scene. 
It was taken to mean that the Kaiser had paid England 
a public compliment. 

That night Lord flaldane and Colonel Ellison dined 
at the Schloss, • wAere he met. Prince von Biilow, the 
Chancellor. Instructed by Sir Edward Grey as to what 
he might properly say. Lord Haldane appears to have 
made a good impression on the German ChancellQs^^^n 
impression of Britain’s wish for a better understanding 
with Germany, of Britain’s realization that such an 
understanding could not be hurried, of Britain’s deter- 
mined and unbreakable loyalty to the Entente with France. 
After dinner he saw the Emperor alone, and the Emperor 
certainly concluded from that; conversation, which was 
brief and friendly, that Lord Haldane truly and honestly 
represented the mind of King EdA^ard. At this period 
the Emperor was firmly persuaded that Delcassd had 
sought to drag England into a war with Germany over 
Morocco, but he was nevertlteless*seelving friendship, with 
France. As for England, he had faith in her good 
intentions. / 

As an eviden^ of his confidence, the Emperor gave 
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Lord Haldane the most generous opportunities of studying 
the work oflthe German War Office. Accompanied by 
Colonel Elli^n, our minister went day after day to the 
Germ'an War Office in the Tiergarten. The Chief of 
the Genef.'jl Staff, von Moltke, was perfectly frank to 
the two ref)resentativeS of Britain, and not only allowed 
» them to see the mechanism of the Germaii war machine, 
but with Lord Haldane discussed the political situation 
without bitterness of any kind. According to Mr. Wile, 
von Moltke was a Christian Scientist and, like Dr. von 
Bethmann-Hollweg, belonged to the peace party in 
Germany. Of Prince von Billow's attitude I shall speak 
at greater length a little further on in this narrative. 

The result of Lord Haldane^s visit was ^^f real service 
to Britain. In the first place it gave us time to rescue 
the British Army from its, condition of “ chaos and weak- 
ness,” it provided the two representatives of this country 
^ ^ith several most valuable ideas for the improvement 
of the British War Office, and it also helped to establish 
very much better relations with Germany. It is perfectly 
true that certain sections of the German Press were 
uneasy, disliking Lord Haldanes visits to the Great 
General Staff, and hinting pretty plainly that behind 
this polite and prying visit of the British minister was 
the figure of “ Uncle Europe” weaving his web of intrigue 
albi^‘- the frontiers of Germany. But there is no doubt 
"That most people in Germany welcomed the visit, and 
no doubt whatever that the Emperor, who stood between 
the war party and the peace party, was immensely pleased 
by it. It need scarcely be said that King Edward was 
as pleased by Lord Haldane’s success as the Prime 
Minister and the Foreign* Secretary. 

The whole of Mr. Oliver’s argument in Part HI of 
Ordeal by Battle is vitiated by the premise that through- 
out her diplomacy, Germany, the all-wise and the all- 
strong and the all- knowing, was hoodwinking the rest 
of the world, and^ in particular throwing dust into the 
eyes of Britain. On this premise, whyun Heaven’s name 
should she be so extravagantly foolish a^^to give England 
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six warnings y beginning with this first warning of 1906 
— warnings so emphatic* that Mr. Oliver almost loses 
his patience over the crass stupidity of man like King 
h'dvvard, Sir Edward Grey, and Lord *Haldane for not 
seeing them ? Why, in Heaven's name, should she be 
so stupid? 

Look at this*matter with more reasonable eyes. Instead 
of seeing in the six occurrences cite’d by ML Oliver the 
six deliberate warnings of a Machiavellian power (when 
was Machiavelli ever so kind ?), regard them as exhibitions 
of nervous anxiety, as symptoms of want of control. 
Regarded in this light, the whole policy of Germany 
becomes explicable and . consistent. Regarded in this 
light, there is no need for the footnote of contradiction 
or the parenthesis of absurdity. The entire thesis can 
be stated without the interruptions and inconveniences 
of a violent antithesis. 

Germany, with a populafton of 65,000,000, found herscl^- 
for the first time in her very brief history as an empire, 
surrounded by 170,000,000 Russians and some 40,000,000 
Frenchmen who had come to a political understanding. 
It was a saying of the Emperor that he had no Himalayas 
between himself and Russia ; and he also held that the 
war of 1870 had left in the heart *of France a desire for 
revenge which had not yet ceased to influence her foreign 
policy. He spoke of both these matters quite franfk-y^o 
a number of people, some of whom I know very well. 
The understanding between France and Russia was a 
menace which could not be ignored. Forced by this 
threatening situation to look closely to her armour, 
Germany made prodigious efforts to increase the efficiency 
of her war machine. The uncertain and rather shadowy 
figure of King Edward behind Jhis understanding of 
Russia and France was another cause for uneasiness. No 
other course was possibly open to Germany — a Germany 
that would not listen to any ide§ of* disarmament — than 
to increase her forces by land and se^ Now, let us ask 
ourselves how (^rmany could best discover the true 
feelings of these j/reat world Powers towards her position 
in the world. Behind the politeness of diplomacy, what 
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was the real Aruth ? — and diploniacy, let us say and there 
leave it, was not always polite to Germany. We can 
imagine how^very activity of these three Powers, in which 
Germany was not consulted, would heighten anxiety and 
increase shv"picion. Surely the best way to test the truth 
v(ould be from time to time to assert Qermany’s right 
to be consulted by these associated Powers in their 
arrangements and agreements, wherever by any stretch 
of imagination Germany’s commercial interests might 
be said to be concerned. By such methods she could 
at least see which way the wind of the Entente was 
blowing. 

From the date of the Entente two parties in Germany 
rapidly grev^ up and developed, in sharply divided camps. 
The first party was led by the Junkers, and commanded 
the sympathies of the Army : this was the war party. 
The war party refused to believe that King Edward was 

peacemaker, and, like a great host of people in this 
country, believed that our amiaBle King was the most 
astute and dangerous ‘diplomatist in Europe. They were 
as furious with their peace party as the anti-German 
jingoes in this country with our peate .party. It made 
them rage to see their Errtperor and their stupid merchants 
so easily duped by the ‘charms of the English King. For 
them, Lord Haldane was a python, and their Emperor 
a ^^Sbbit. They wanted their All- Highest, their great 
Supreme War Lord, to throw off the habits of a lepus 
timidus and save his country from the ever-increasing 
menace of invasion. Russia was making ready, France 
was making ready, and England, who intended to let 
these two Powers do the butcher’s work for her while 
hgr Navy kept the ring dnd she herself waxed fat with 
industrial profits, was. merely soothing Germany to sleep 
with these missions and embassies of friendship. They 
saw it all so clearly — as clearly a^ Mr. Oliver sees warnings 
in jumpiness. ' * • 

Oil the other h^nd, the peace party was inclined to 
trust King Edward. It hated th^ idea of war, it 
saw the madness of war, and it de^^'red to come to 
an understanding with England, so \hat the menace 
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of Russia and Francei might be lifted) from their 
frontiers. It preached that war was both ^ an economic 
mistake and a crime. It encouraged the idea of 
conquering world-markets by the improving^ of educa- 
tion. It wanted to be left undi»turbed with its pretty 
considerable income from an ever-increasing commerfe. 
This party consisted of some of the first men in Germany, 
and it comprised the majority of the nation. 

Behind these two principal parties were two others. 
Behind the peace party was the growing force of social 
democracy, which proclaimed, whenever the police let it, 
that the armaments of the war party not only pressed 
upon the wage-earners, but were actually provocative of 
war ; and behind the war party, which chiefly regarded 
war as the sharpest and shortest means of defence, was 
a flaming body of almost drunken imperialists, a body 
not wholly unlike the^most violent of our own jingoes, 
which, loathing the Socialists with^ an abysmal loathing, 
and despising the fat merchants with the profoundest 
contempt, shouted Jtself hoarse in the honour and glory 
of Pan-Germanism. This party-, which eventually suc- 
ceeded in bringing about war, J^lthough very powerful 
and utterly unscrupulous, was not at any time a numerous 
party. The special correspondent of the Daily Mail An 
Berlin has said : “ I doubt if one man in ten thousand 
in Germany ever heard of Bernhardi before August 1914.” 

In the midst. of this modern Germany, seething with 
alarms and contentions, a Germany suddenly self-con- 
scious and only lately a Gr^at Power, there was one 
man, a man with English blood in his veins, who 
the power to choose between peate and war. At one 
moment a man like Prince von Biilow was at his ear ; 
at the next a man like Dr. von Bethmann-Hollweg, 
At one moment he read of Kffig fidward’s triumphant 
reception in Paris,. and at the next, of u German Socialist . 
meeting which c^demned armaments. He had friends 
among his marilftials and generals, and friends among 
his bankers and merchants. He* heard at one moment 
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what the Ar^y was thinking, ar^d at the next what prac- 
tical men of ^ffairs, like Herr Ballin, were thinking. And 
for this strange, .impulsive, rather able, and remarkable 
man, who Ijeld in his hands the issues of peace and war, 
and who b^eved himsejf answerable to God for the welfare 
ofchis Germans, and who was beset on both sides by the 
champions of the two great parties in his Empire, there 
was one question above all other questions which he had 
to answer, he and none other. Could he trust King 
Edward ? 

Did King Edward really represent the mind of England? 
Did Sir Edward Grey really represent the truth of British 
diplomacy? Did Lord Haldand really speak the absolute 
truth when 'he said that England desired better relations 
with Germany, and would not support Russia and France 
in an unprovoked attack upon Germany ? These ques- 
tions haunted the Emperbr^s mind, a mind zvhich has never 
^een free of an obsession, and until the summer of 1913, 
that is to say for seven years, he answered them on the 
whole in England’s favour. So long as King Edward 
lived there was no war. For seven years human life was 
lived in Europe as if there were no ‘royal autocrats to 
decide for it whether its' children should be butchered, 
its fields laid waste, ancT its heart broken ; as if there were 
iiQ diplomatists to lay mines of death under the hearth- 
stones of domestic happiness, while they smiled and shook 
hands like cheats at a card table ; as if men were moral 
and rational beings who had outgrown the savage and the 
pirate. Seven years of happy peace for the private person, 
for the contented peasant in Saxony, arid for the brave 
crofter in Scotland, but seven years of watching, waiting, 
fearing, and trembling for ihe diplomatists of Europe. 

• 

Lord Haldane helped to convince the Emperor that he 
could trust Great Britain. He ‘returned to England in 
1906 (having removed Mction and laid the foundations of 
a better feeling) vwjth the conviction that so long as the 
German peace party could be kept iK the saddle there 
would be no war. And he set to w^k, as no British 
minister before him ever set to work, and opposed by 
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many men in his own| party, some of worn are now 
national heroes, to inaugurate and make for this country 
a fighting machine and a system of national defence such 
as it had never had before, hi case the tjernian war party 
should ever get into the saddle, ^ y 

• # 
The “Warning” of 1908 , 

No man of intelligence will dispute the proposition that 
if it was in the highest interest of this country to preserve 
the peace of the world, no course of conduct could be wiser 
or more hopeful than a course of conduct which tended to 
keep Germany’s peace panrty in power and Germany’s war 
party out of power. . , 

This was the policy of Sir Edward Grey, and it was the 
only Anglo-German policy to* which King Edward, who 
detested mischief-makers,^ lent his encouragement. The 
King, who was kept very well posted in these matters, and 
who knew every incident in the Haldane visit to Berlin, 
desired to deepen the good impression of his minister by 
personal politeness to the Emperor, He shared entirely 
the view of Lord Haldane that if once suspicion gave the 
war party an excuse to climb into the saddle, the peace of 
Europe would be gone. • 

Let me caution the reader from confusing this war 
party with the fanatics of Pan-Germanism, who ^^hly 
cheered from behind. The war party was composed of 
able men, cool-headed and unemotional, who held the 
opinion that every year the Emperor delayed a war of 
defence the more doubtful would be the issue of a conflict 
with France and Russia, and perhaps Britain, who were 
drawing at every turn into a* closer understanding, and 
who would most assuredly (so they argued) one day fall 
upon Germany. 

It was to keep this party out of power (a party which 
had a good deal to say fc^i* its<^f) that Sir Edward Grey 
laboured, with his sovere^n always, in the mosfr loyal 
support. And ^le labouR of Sir Edward Grey were 
perfectly well known and entirely approved of, both in 
Paris and in rctrograd. Never^ once, so far as I am 
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aware, did Edward Grey take a step of even moderate 
importance without consulting Russia and France. His 
labours, it will be easily imagined, were not lightened by 
those journalists, and also those private individuals, in this 
country wV) persistently propagated the malignant false- 
h^od that the policy of this country, de^vised by King 
Edward, w^s to hem Germany in and presently to fall 
upon and destroy her. But, hindered as he was by these 
mischief-makers. Sir Edward Grey, very loyally assisted 
again and again by Lord Haldane, laboured with all his 
heart and with all his brain to avert the calamity of war. 
That is to say, he sought on every possible occasion to 
convince Germany that our desire for peace was sincere, 
that we should never countenance any unprovoked assault 
upon her, and that we were perfectly agreeable to working 
with her both in Europe' and in Asia. But while the 
foreign ministers talked, the n^ival attaches, the military 
“Tittach^s, the permanent officials, and the journalists of 
both, countries, whis}:Kired to their friends that war was 
inevitable. 

In November 1907 the German Emperor paid a visit 
to King Edward at Windsor Castle. Lfe brought with 
him Baron von Schoeli, who had succeeded Herr von 
Tchirsky as Foreign Minister, and his Minister for War, 
Geiirral von Einem. The newspapers of the world, 
always excited and suspicious when Anglo-German 
relations were in evidence, jumped to the conclusion, 
merely from the character of the Emperor^s entourage, 
that the visit was not merely an act of ccfurtesy. In this 
conclusion they were right. But few of them guessed at 
the time how very nearly the peace of Europe was secured 
for a generation during those brijliant junketings at 
Windsor Castle. Later on something of the truth leaked 
out, but the whole story has not even yet been told. 

It is possible to ffirnirL the reader with an outline of 
what occurred. Sir ^Ed ward Grey was at the Castle for the 
reception of the Emperor. Lord Halda\ie remained after 
his departure as minister in attendanc^, Conversations 
took place of a serious character, and conversations directed 
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to something more than |t general understaniding between 
the two nations. It seems quite evident from what was 
disclosed a few months later that the German Emperor 
was less interested in the state banque*ts, the theatrical 
performances, and the brilliant pjigeantry oi - his uncle’s 
Court than in .his own pet scheme of a railway far awjy 
in Bagdad. There in the midst qf all this glittering 
ceremonial, attended by two of his ministers, his am- 
bassador, and his helmeted guardsmen, was the impulsive, 
eager, and dreaming Bagman of the German Empire 
fighting for his permanent way across the ancient pastures 
of Persia. The beautiful ladies looking at each other’s 
diamonds and the gentlemen of England rather bored by 
the crush of fashion littlejmagined that this i:entral figure 
of the pageant, who joined in all the gaiety of the occasion 
with an apparent abandonment to its transient excite- 
ments, was only happy because bne of his dreams for his 
own country appeared to be coming true. 

It seems that somi kind of verbal agreement, was 
reached in Windsor Castle during*those days of festivity 
concerning the Bagdad Railway. Apparently Great 
Britain had ej^pre^ssed her willingness that the German 
Emperor should go ahead with* his railway, provided that 
her own obvious interests were safeguarded, and that her 
partners in the Entente, not omitting the Russian partner, 
were consulted before any agreement was ratified. Prom 
what followed it is quite certain that some such stipulation 
as this was made by Great Britain and agreed to by 
Germany during these informal conversations at Windsor 
Castle. The Ehiperor was to get his railway. 

This may seem to the reader a small matter, but in 
truth it was a matter of considerable importance. It 
showed the Emperor that our attitude was not hostile, and 
it might have shown him, if he had been wise enough 
to see it, that here \va.^ a door by which Germany could 
enter the Entente. So far as I ctin g^alher,*he himself was 
not averse from the proposition of a .conference between 
his country and Ae Entente Powers, but he would have 
been more plea^d apparently if the agreement had been 
one between England and Germauy. This is not difficult 
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to understand It irked him to (ind that he could move 
nowhere in the world without first consulting the other 
Great Powers. Wherever he turned, except in the least 
desiratle parts of Africa, he was met by opposition and 
by barriers; But unions I am seriously misinformed he 
did on this occasion express his willingness to enter into 
a conference with Russia and France as well as with 
ourselves. 

But the Emperor, as we shall see, had counted without 
his Chancellor. In his eagerness to get his railway and 
to feel that he was expanding Eastwards, he had forgotten 
that Prince von Blilow’s policy was to weaken, not to 
consolidate, the Entente. He had imagined himself, in 
his almost feverish desire for this railway, to be in sober 
truth an absolute monarch, 

Lhave good reasons for 'saying that King Edward was 
highly delighted by the resultfof the Windsor visit, and 
those who were about the King at that time can testify 
that, his satisfaction amounted almost to enthusiasm. 
The minister whom he trusted, and who was already 
building up a great military fighting machine at the War 
Office, had so conducted his business ofdiplomacy that the 
German Emperor was like 'a schoolboy in the affection he 
manifested towards his“uncle, and all seemed merry as a 
marriage bell. 

F^r the first time since the beginning of strained 
relations, a feeling of confidence seemed to exist between 
Germany and England. It looked as if the Kaiser had 
definitely made up his mind to trust the fair word of 
King Edward and to shake off the obsession of a Franco- 
Russian understanding. He was cheerfulness itself, spoke 
freely to everybody of his satisfaction with the negotiations 
for his railway, and made a number of suggestions which 
he thought would add to the strength and security of 
Britain. 

'' <» ( 

In the followings year came what Mr. Oliver calls the 
second warning. The bright promised of the Windsor 
Castle negotiations faded away with the\autumn of 1908, 
and once again the two •nations were plunged into feverish 
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discussions concerning ar|iaments. What hid happened ? 
The explanation is simple enough. Prince von Biilow, 
who was not altogether suspicious of E^ngland, and did 
indeed on occasions (as I have personal reasons for 
knowing) attempt to establish a friendly feeling with this 
country, was .suspicious about the Entente. Courft 
Bernstorff will allow me to say, I hope, that. Prince von 
Biilow was working him at this time very hard indeed to 
improve Anglo-German relations, and that he himself 
really did take considerable pains to obey his instructions. 
A visit which I paid to Berlin assured me of two things, 
first, that Germany was living in a high state of nerves 
concerning the alliance of ‘R^issia and France, and, second, 
that ' there was grave suspicion of Britain’s <*eal attitude 
towards Germany. But Prince von Biilow put himself to 
considerable trouble in order to Convince every Englishman 
he encountered that he desired to establish a working 
arrangement with this ^country — a working arrangement, 
however, which seemed to me as if he aimed to detach 
this country from Russia and France. Germans never 
doubted that they could deal with Russia and France ; 
what they feargd tvas that France might drag England 
into a war against Germany, even perhaps against 
England’s will. The diplomatists df Germany are perhaps 
the most stupid in the world, but they have sufficient 
intelligence to recognize that the diplomacy of Fr^cb 
is matchless in quickness of perception and brilliance of 
inspiration. 

Prince von Biilow appeared to feel that while he could 
trust this country alone, he could not trust it in con- 
junction with our allies. He appeared to think that 
while England quite honestly desired peace and friendly 
relations, her engagepients with France and Russia might 
presently entangle her in a war against Germany. That 
is the real explanation ctf his quarrel with tlje Kaiser. He 
seemed to me to be working very hafd indeed to improve 
Anglo-German relations and to • weaken Ehtente 
sympathies. In any case his policy was to do nothing 
which could possibly strengthen the Entente, and in a 
conference over the Bagdad Railway, which brought in 
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Russia and plance, he saw a stepf which would go very far 
to make that Entente a more formidable menace to 
German peace. ^ We can imagine the unhappy Kaiser, 
with '^on Billow on one side of him and von Schoen on 
the other, striving to saye the Windsor Castle negotiations 
fj^m collapse, and finally, after many montjis of argument 
and counter-argument (he was not just then very popular 
with his people), yielding to his masterful Chancellor. 

What was the inevitable result of this failure ? The 
very fact that Britain refused to come into a conference 
without Russia and France tended to prove that the 
Chancellor’s position was welf-gtounded. It enabled him 
to say very .emphatically to Baron von Schoen, “ I told 
you so ! ” and to say in politer language much the same 
thiijg to his royal and imperial master. The Emperor 
could not save himself ‘from ,the inevitable conclusion. 
He still clung to his faith in Kin^ Edward’s word, but in 
case. that word should be false, in case the Entente was a 
deadly preparation for war against Germany when the 
hour was ripe, he must increase his defences. Just as 
Lord Haldane and Lord Fisher were 'toijing to increase 
the fighting forces of Gfeat Britain m case Germany 
should play us false, ^o Germany fell to strengthening 
her military resources m case the Entente should play her 
fals6; And while the Entente Powers were increasing 
their forces without fuss and without excitement, Germany 
set about increasing her forces in a spirit which suggested 
panic. 

Let me at this point say something about the German 
Emperor, since in no very inconsiderable degree the fate of 
Europe rested in his hands. If it bp possible to arrive 
at some truthful idea of this man’s mind, we shall be less 
likely to go astray in deciding the causes of the war. 

I remember very 'well that Mr. W. T. Stead remon- 
strated with me a *few months before his death in the 
Titanic^ because I had ventured to rebuke the Kaiser 
for cheapening the idea of God by cor^tinual reference 
to the Supreme in speeches which struck me as odiously 
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tribal and ferocious. I 42 niember that I qtibted in my 
article the phrase of Mach, '' God is a great word.*^ I 
hated to think of the Kaiser, with skull and crossbones 
decorating his busby, employing the great worcf God 
so that brutal-minded people and^shallow-minded people 
made a mock pf religion. Mr. Stead remonstrated with 
me very earnestly for my article, .because Jthat article 
betrayed, he said, a total ignorance of the Emperor’s 
personality. He told me that the Emperor groaned in 
secret over the moral condition of the Germans, convinced 
that he would have to answer at the bar of heaven for the 
soul of his people. He had received from the hands of his 
ancestors a simple, thrifty, (Jod-fearing, and quiet people, 
a people notable throughout the world for their sobriety 
and plainness, their indifference to the follies of the hour, 
their contempt for luxury and •ostentation, their devotion 
to the sentimentalism of Jheir poets and the idealism of 
their philosophers. But, visible to the Emperor’s eyes, 
visible to the eyes of every visitor to modern Gernr^any, 
was a change, almost a revolutioh, in these Germans. 
Luxury had become a passion with the commercial classes, 
atheism and socialism were pervading all classes of the 
democracy, and imitation of othSr peoples had become the 
mania of the whole nation. Mr. Aead assured me that 
the Emperor himself had told him how he groaned in his 
soul over the condition of his people, how he sought*ort^ 
every occasion to recall them to the noble memories of 
their mighty ancestors, and how he shuddered to think of 
the question of God, to which he was perfectly certain 
he would one d&y have to reply, ‘‘ What have you done 
with My German people?” 

Such was the impression made upon Mr. Stead by the 
German Emperor. t"rom other men who have had many 
opportunities of studying the Kaiser in the^ intimacies of 
social life, but not men with whom Re would be likely to 
talk about his soul (some one has said ,that a letter shows 
not only the character of the man by whom it is written 
but the character of him to whom it is sent), I gather the 
following ideas concerning this naysterious person. He 
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is what is called a man with (a temperament — a sensi- 
tive, changeable, emotional, and easily excited man, a 
man who at one moment is in the clouds of serenity and 
at th 4 next in the abyss of despair. When he is pleased, 
and he is not averse fr9m flattery, he shows a most cheerful 
iace to the world, laughing and joking wi^h all the hearti- 
ness of a s^chool boy,, released for an unexpected holiday ; 
but when something occurs to depress him, he is sullen, 
morose, and occasionally vindictive/ 

From his youth up he has never been without a ghost. He 
is one of those men, common enough, of whom it is really 
not an exaggeration to say that they could not be happy 
without some miserable, depre^ising, or haunting thought 
to darken ap.cl occupy their minds. The Kaiser has been 
dominated from youth up by these obsessing fears. During 
hisi reign he has been afflicted in this manner by three 
principal obsessions : th 6 first, ^that fear described by Mr. 
Stead, or as some would call it a fear of the Socialists ; the 
secQnd, a fear of China and the £.ast, the Yellow Peril as 
it is called — a fear vvhi'ch really ruled his mind for a number 
of years and filled him with nightmares of anxiety ; and 
the third, the last and the most potent, “a fear of Russia, or, 
as it is described, the SlaV Peril. 

In the year 1908 thT^ last obsession was only beginning 
to take form and to gain power. It was in no shape at that 
't'lirre to enable the war party in Germany to play upon the 
War Lord^s feeling ; but it was there, subconsciously influ- 
encing his actions, and occasionally making him dream. 
1 1 is fear that the whole of Europe would some day be 
swept away by an invasion of swarms, ^hordes, and un- 
countable millions of Chinamen, had exhausted itself. 
China had now become for him a convenient market and 
also a stage for imperial dis{)lay ; he liked to think of him- 
self as God’s protector of those yellow millions, and German 
Kultur’s first ^apostle to those poor heathen. Rut with 
these pleasant and roinanWc dreams in his mind, the 
shadow of another^ fear began to fall across the peace of 
his soul. These barbarous Russians, these despised and 
hated Cossacks, these uncivilized Muscovites swarming in 
vast millions on the frontier of Prussia, which way were 



LORD HALDANE ’3 GERMAN MISSIONS 125 

they looking for expansion? To his neighbour Austria 
the Slav Peril had existed for years : had indeed flung 
Austria into his arms : had ruled and dominated Austrian 
diplomacy to the exclusion of everything else ; but for him, 
the Prussian King, this Slav Peril had only been the fear of 
a small brother^ he was well able to look after Austriaf 
let the Russian Tzar keep his handsr off the 4*amshackle 
Empire or he would smash him to powder. In such a mood 
the Slav Peril had no* terrors for the War Lord’s soul. 

Prince von Biilovv seems to have dropped the first 
poison of this fear into the Kaiser’s mind during the 
year 1908. Nothing must be done, in that statesman’s 
view, to bind Russia and PVance and England closer 
together. The safe thing to do was to treat P'rance as 
an equal in reduced circumstances ; to treat England as 
a friend, more or less weli-?tieaning, but opportunist ; and 
to ignore Russia as njuch as possible, treating her in 
consultation with other Powers as a^ nation too barbarous 
and uncivilized for decent peoples either to associate 
with or to trust. Nothing has struck me more forcibly 
in my recent joyrneys in Europe and America than the 
almost passionate distrust of Russia which I found to 
prevail wherever I went. Nations most friendly to us and 
to France in our struggle with Germany shake their he ads_ 
over our association with Russia — and yet Russia, ''as^ 
every student of history knows, has fought more wars for 
the deliverance of smaller nations than any other Power. 
Prince von Bulow knew very well that Russia is one of 
the most refinecl, gentle, and peaceable nations under 
heaven ; he knew, too, that her infinite resources presented 
a most convenient field for exploitation by thoroughgoing 
scientific Germans ; ^nd he played the wisest game a 
suspicious German statesman could play in striving to 
keep Russia as far away ks possible fr^m French influence, 
because, succeeding in thisf he hot only weakened the 
danger of an armed attack by these two partners ih the 
Entente, but he preserved the undevelopment of Russian 
resources for the exclusive profit of his industrious fellow- 
countrymen. * 
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It seems evident from what tollowed t^t Prinde von 
Billow was more or less willing for his royal master to 
make^ friends wUh King Edward, while his entire diplo- 
macy was directed to breaking up the Entente, danger 
from which oppressed* his mind to a very acute degree. 
Yie risked war to make trouble with the Entente over 
Persia ; he «nsked the countenance of his royal master by 
publicly rebuking him for speeches which could only tend 
to strengthen the Entente ; and finally, in pursuing his 
policy, he sinned himself out of his impulsive master’s 
patience. The Kaiser got rid of him in the year following 
the failure of the Bagdad negotiations (1909) — a failure 
which was a really grievous disappointment to the 
Emperor. At his departure, William the Second, who 
had been on good terms with his English uncle all this 
time, summoned to his sid& a Chancellor who was disposed 
to accept the Entente as an unalterable fact and who was 
very much more decidedly a peaqe man than Prince von 
Biilew. Dr. von Bethmann-Hollweg — “ an earnest apostle 
of peace and friendship with Englandl^ as the Berlin corre- 
spondent of the Daily Mail assures us — became the fifth 
Chancellor of the German Empire. 

King Edward’s de^h, which moved the whole world as 
no other monarch’s death in all history moved it, fell upon 
an hour when the world was at peace. His greatest 
"ambition had not succeeded : Germany still remained out- 
side the Entente, suspicious, nervous, self-assertive, and 
occasionally provocative ; but although the strength of 
Germany was very great, she picked a quarrel neither 
with Russia nor France, and behaved with a very fair 
propriety towards Britain. King Edward had helped to 
keep the world’s peace ; he had been a real and 
affectionate peacemaker ; but he ha<^ not been able to lift 
the fear of war from his beloved Europe — every country 
of which he knew ^nd loved an‘d found very good. 

At the King’s death the ^diplomatic relations of the 
Great Powers were correct, but behind the diplomatic 
relations were the forces of hatred, jealousy, suspicion, 
and fear, working with all their evil might to bury the 
grave of the great peacemaker under the ruins of Europe. 
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In Germany the war party watched the Entente with fear, 
hatred, and suspicion ; and among the Entente nations 
were many who saw in Germany’s feverish preparations to 
be stronger than the Entente the lust of world-dorAinion. 
King Edward, with all his amiable qualities, and served as 
he had been by most able and devoted ministers, had 
failed to remove from the German mind one little, second- 
rate, and rather pitiful failing, that distrust of another 
which in a parvenu* makes for bad manners and in a 
self-conscious nation makes for war. 

The “WAftNiNG” OF 1911 

• 

Before we examine the most serious of all these 
“warnings,” I must ask the reader to put out of his 
mind the conviction fostered* by his newspapers that 
the statesmanship of Germany desired, planned, and 
brought about the dreadful war of 1914. I would ask 
him to approach this matter with as open and aS' un- 
prejudiced a mind as possible, telling himself that it 
is more rational to search for truth than to accept 
without questiop the ready-made judgments of other 
people. And to prepare his mind for such an examin- 
ation, I would ask him to read "most carefully the 
following statement, made so late as June of the present 
year (1916) by M. Sazonoff, at that time the Foreign* 
Minister of Russia. M. Sazonoff, who of all public men 
I have ever met is the most gracious, the most refined, the 
most deeply religious, and the most charming, and who 
has been infinitely the best friend of this country in Russia 
for the last twenty years, is a man whose loathing for the 
worst elements in Prussian character amounts to a spiritual 
disgust, and whose love for the character of the best 
Englishman, with his moral earnestness and his modest 
demeanour, amounts to 'a spiritual epthusiasm. History 
may record, it as a curious fai:t that at the outbreak of this 
tremerfdous catastrophe, which we ca'll the world’ war, 
there were two men at either end of Europe watching 
over the foreign affairs of their two countries to whom 
mystical religion was the central fact of life. Sir Edward 
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Grey, who loves music, spends dne day of every week in 
complete solitude, meditating in the woods and fields, 
seeing no one, speaking not a word, and emptying his 
mind ^)f world *business to receive the strength which 
comes from commiinioij with' the invisible and the eternal. 
M. Sazonoff is also a man who loves nature with a reli- 
gious enthusiasm, an4 is deeply convinced of the nearness 
of the spiritual world. 

In the very important statement of -which I am speaking, 
M. Sazonoff said : 

In seeking to exculpate himself in the eyes of his 
compatriots, Dr. von Bethmann-Hollweg, in an excess 
of zeal, surpassed all that he had said hitherto. The 
Chancellor declared znler^ alia that Great Britain, 
France, and Russia had been closely bound by an 
alliance against Germany. Only the Germans could 
believe this absurd asserti(^n. As a matter of fact, the 
Imperial Chancellor knows as well as I that before 
^the war no pact united Russia, France, and England. 
Herr von Bethmann-Hollweg pretends that France 
and Russia would never have risked a defiant reply to 
Germany if they had not been sure of the assistance 
of Great Britain. Now, the real c6urse of political 
events was this? Despite their completely pacific 
feelings, France and Russia decided to destroy the 
arrogance of Germany and to render her incapable 
once for all of the custom of treading on the corns of 
her neighbours. The crude German policy had as a 
result that the Triple Entente, which for a long time 
was without material and definite form, became a 
powerful political alliance having as its object the 
protection of the rights and interests of its members 
and the maintem'yice of European peace. 

Herr von Bethmann-Hollwegt accuses Russia of the 
guilt of the war by a hasty mobilization. Now the 
Chancellor cafefully ayoids mentioning that the 
Russian mobjlization took place after the Austrian 
and after the mobilization of a considerable part of 
the German Army. Moreover, the whole world 
remembers the premature announcement of this 
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mobilization to the people of Grermany by the Lokal- 
anzeiger. 

I am ready to admit that Herr* von Bethjnann- 
Hollweg did not wish the war and was not the direct 
promoter of it, but nume?ous persons in th^ 
Chancellor’s entourage did ardently desire it The 
ultimatum to Serbia was drawn up unde/ the direct 
influence of an epiinent German diplomat, and it was 
submitted to the approval of William II without the 
knowledge of the leader of German foreign policy. 
This fact proves that Herr von Bethmann-Hollweg 
was not master in his own house, but, on the other 
hand, it is difficult to admit that the Chancellor was 
not well aware of the intrigues of the* enemies of 
European peace and that Ije knew nothing of them. 
The present war is exclusively due to the canker of 
Pan- Germanism which lias preyed upon Germany for 
twenty years and ^hich has now reached her vital 
organs. % 

Nothing more important concerning the origin of this 
war has been said by. any other statesmen of the belligerent 
countries. Examine it closely, .and the whole story is 
there — a story which explains why Germany talks almost 
as one man as if .she was fighting a war of defence, and 
which explains also the amazing violence ^nd the unbridle^^., 
hatred which the Kaiser and every one of his subjects feels 
for this country. 

To begin with, we have the statement : “ Despite their 
completely pacific feelings, France and Russia decided to 
destroy the arrogance of Germany and to render her 
incapable once and for all of the custom of treading on 
the corns of her neighbours.” And to end with, the 
statement : “/ am rea.{y to admit that Herr von Bethmann- 
Hollweg did not wish the war and was not the direct 
promoter of it^ but numerous persons in the^ Chancellor’s 
entourage did ardently desirrf it.” ^ . 

In other words, there are^ two parties in Germany, a 
war party and a peace party ; the war party, having at 
last not climbed but sprung suddenly into the saddle, 
determined to strike Russia and France while the forces 
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of Germany were stronger than the forces of those two 
great countries on either side of her. And, for their part, 
Franee and Rtissia decided to destroy the perpetual 
menace of German aggression. 

^ Here is the whole story of the war. 

It is a story of one single human failing — the story of 
suspicion. ' Germany was suspicious of Russia and France : 
Russia and France were suspicious pf Germany. Neither 
the one party nor the other could trust each other. And, 
in the end, when this suspicion had crushed all three of 
them under a frightful burden of debt, all three of them 
determined to put an end to suspense, anxiety, and the 
fear of financial ruin, by a war to the death. 

Herr von Bethmann-Hollweg, the German Emperor’s 
own Chancellor, did not ivish the war and was not the 
direct pro^noter of it. . .. . Let the reader keep this very 
emphatic and keynote statement in his mind while he 
reads the story of Englatid’s effort to preserve the peace 
of the world. 

In the year 191 1 the German Emperor came to London 
on a visit to King George, who was chligently following in 
his father’s footsteps as a constitutional monarch who 
earnestly desired peace of the world. The Emperor 
had the best reception he ever received in this country, 
'‘.nd was something of a popular hero among English 
people. He made speeches of a most friendly character, 
showed himself to the crowds in the streets, and went out 
of his way to be simple, unaffected, and agreeable. To 
some of us it seemed that he had a genuine desire to wear 
henceforth on the world’s stage the mantle of his dead 
uncle, Edward the Peacemaker. One of his simple and 
friendly acts was to signify to Lord Haldane, who was 
entertaining some of his general^ to luncheon, that he 
would like to be of the party and when Lord Haldane 
inquired wholm he would wish to meet among Englishmen, 
the. Emperor rej^lied that ne would like td meet those 
whom otherwise he might ,iot be likely to meet. The 
result of this intimation was a party which attracted news- 
paper attention — a party which consisted, among others, 
of Lord Kitchener, Lord Curzon, Lord Morley, Admiral 
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Sir Arthur Wilson, Mr. J. A. Spender, and Mr. Ramsay 
Macdonald, the leader of the Labour party. In this 
company, the German Emperor came off his high Jiorse, 
showed himself in an agreeable mood, and so far as I can 
gather made a pleasant impressiorf on the guests. / 

When he left England the newspapers were full of good 
wishes and felicitations ; all that our public mt!?n had ever 
said in favour of the Emperor or his people, from 
Lord Lansdowne, Mr.* Cecil Rhodes, Mr. Joseph Chamber- 
lain, and Mr. Bonar Law downwards, seemed as if they 
were really true. Even Lord Northcliffe’s newspapers 
were apparently without suspicion down to as late as 
October 17, 1913, when one of them said : 

We all acknowledge the Kaiser as a very gallant 
gentleman, whose word is better than many another’s 
bond, a guest whom we are always glad to welcome 
and sorry to lose, a ruler whose ambitions for his own 
people are founded^ on as good right as our own. 

While in that very year of igj .1 the special corre- 
spondent of the Daily Mail in Berlin wrote in one of 
Lord Northcliffe’s most popular magazines an enthusiastic 
description of the Emperor, speaking of the “ deep 
personal attachment that binds hirn^to Britain and to 
British hearts,” and protesting that “ none of the countless 
innuendoes levelled at the Kaiser causes him greater ^ 
impatience and distress than the charge that he is the 
enemy of England. ... It has been his dream since 
youth that England and Germany should march shoulder 
to shoulder. . . .” 

And yet, after this magnificent reception in London, in 
July of this very same year, came what Mr. Oliver calls 
the ''fourth strident warning from the gong of the German 
Chancellory.” The (german cruiset Panther suddenly 
appeared at Agadir in Morocco, as though to flout France 
and sting her into action! Perhaps it was decided to see 
how far England was comm^^tted to France, the England 
which had just shown her^lf in so excellent a mood 
towards Germany. If that were so, the answer was soon 
forthcoming. Three weeks afterwards, in a memorable 
speech at the Mansion House, Mr. Lloyd George an- 
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nounced amidst the greatest enthusiasm that England 
would not suffer France to be attacked by another Power. 
This speech, be it noted, could not have rung with so 
.emphatic an emphasis of conviction but for the fact that 
sjthe military organization of the country was at that time 
in really working order. Lord Haldane was perfectly able 
to dispatch an expeditionary force to the Continent ; and, 
thoroughly aware that the situation was threatening, he 
stopped the usual manoeuvres and devoted all the money 
for that purpose to completing arrangements for instant 
mobilization — an action which did not escape the attention 
of Germany. Germany was, rnoreover, perfectly aware of 
the conferences which then -took place under Lord Hal- 
dane’s administration between the General Staffs of France 
and Great Britain. 

Although the crisis passed away, thanks in some measure 
to the vigorous action of the British Government, the good 
relations between Germany and England were to all 
intents and purposes /destroyed. Britain became violently 
suspicious, and the German war party influenced German 
national feeling by saying in various keys, “ I told you 
so!” The Kaiser found, himself attackeyd on all sides by 
this war party. He was told that to trust England any 
further would be an act of suicide ; England was behind 
France and behind Russia, egging on the two Powers as 
hard as she could to attack Germany ; it was futile to 
dream of breaking up the Entente ; the Entente, indeed, as 
they had always said, was King Edward’s instrument for 
smashing Germany. It was a good and^logical argument, 
but quite untrue.^ 

’ The special correspondent ot The Times at Amsterdam sent the 
following information to iiis paper on July 31, 1916 : 

“ Count Reventlow, addressing a large fleeting at Munich on the 
development of Anglo-German relations, said it had been clear to 
Admiral von Tirpitz that English and German paths crossed. For 
twelve or thirteen years Engliah policy sought tp constitute a 
Continental coalition^for the annihilation of the German Empire. He 
did not doubt that England had ( striven for and organized this war 
with all reflection, and that she was seeking with all her power to 
render annihilation a fact. 

“ ‘ Only against, and not with, England shall we attain that security 
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For the present the Kaiser stood firm. He sent a private 
message to one of our ministers, not Lord Haldane, by a 
personal friend in England, saying that h^ was concerned 
about the cloud which had gathered over our rel^ltions, 
and suggesting that the two Cabiaets should confer to- 
gether. The initiative came from Germany. Herr Ballin,^ 
who was a peace man, with every reason for* being so, 
played a part in bringing the views of the Emperor 
before this minister, and it was in some measure at least 
due to his influence, and his evident desire to avert a war 
which, whatever its results on land, must infallibly destroy 
Herr Ballin’s prosperity as a shipowner, that Sir Edward 
Grey began to build up ag^in the hope of establishing 
good relations with Germany. • 

It was thought that the best possible way of establishing 
these good relations would be to* send a minister to Berlin 
able to speak with authc<*ity df our determination to 
support France and abl^at the same time to find out what 
was passing in the German mind. Instead of using, the 
ordinary means of diplomatic communication, which might 
have deepened the Kaiser’s suspicions and appeared in the 
nature of a rebuff the Government most wisely decided to 
send a minister who spoke the* German language very 
perfectly, who was personally acquainted with the Kaiser 
and his chief ministers, and who was also well informed as 
to the working of the British Foreign Office. Lord Haldane ' 
was chosen for this most difficult mission, and after Sir 
Edward Goschen, the British Ambassador in Berlin, had 
come over here to discuss matters. Lord Haldane, osten- 
sibly as a private* citizen interested in education, set out 
for Germany. He was accompanied by his famous brother 
from Oxford, Dr. J. S. Haldane, who knew Germany, who 
was interested in education, and who was to act as private 
secretary. ^ 

So much hope did Germany attach to thi^ visit, that on 

for the future which is vital for tire strength of the German people. 
Let us not deceive ourselves. Enjland stands to-day still unbroken. 
The much-taiked-of financial collapse of England will not take place. 
We must wage the war with a single purpose, and because our fife is 
at stake we can and will have no consideration.^ ’’ 
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a rumour reaching the Bourse in Berlin, which gained 
credence for a brief time, that Lord Haldane’s visit had 
nothing to do .with political questions, there was an 
immediate fall in the prices of stocks. 

Lord Haldane arrived in Berlin on February 8, 1912. 
Yhis time there was no guard of honour, no^ ceremony, and 
no imperial suite of rooms at his disposal. He arrived as 
a private individual, and as a private individual was met 
by Sir Edward Goschen’s motor-car and by a considerable 
body of journalists resident in Berlin. He was driven to 
the Hotel Bristol, where rooms were engaged for him. 
That same morning he had a private conversation at the 
British Embassy with the Qerman Chancellor. On the 
next day, followed by journalists, he saw the German 
Emperor and Admiral von Tirpitz together. And on 
the third day, still followed by journalists, who reported 
every one of his movements, h^, saw the Chancellor again. 
In addition to these conversations he saw many high 
officials, though of minor importance ; and throughout his 
visit and for some time afterwards the German Press 
discussed very little else except Anglo-German relations. 

The Vossische Zeitung was fairly friendly. “ England,” 
it said, “ has prevented Germany from going forward ; but 
it has been of no colfifort to her. We do not grow fat on 
the pleasure we take in other people’s misfortunes.” But it 
“added, “ Those Englishmen who come to seek our friend- 
ship we will welcome ; we shall greet them with a sympa- 
pathetic esteem.” The insisted that England’s policy 
had necessitated increases in Germany’s armaments. The 
Berliner Neueste Nachrichten fiercely wai ned the German 
Government against trusting English diplomacy, and 
declared emphatically, “ There is only one way of assur- 
ing our future and of assuring the peace of the world : to 
augment energetically and at all '-points the forces ot 
our army.” ^ 

The P'rench newspapers were interested but reserved. 
The general attitude among French journalists was that of 
the Daily Graphic in LondoiPi, which one of them quoted 
with approval. This quotation was to the effect that if in 
the opinion of the British and German Governments the 
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moment had come to r!egotiate for an Anglo-German 
understanding, ‘‘ England could not confide the care 
of such a rapprochement to a more able and sympathetic 
personality than that of Lord Haldane; there ^ is no 
Englishman who knows Germany better than he, who 
possesses more than he the confidence of the Germar> 
people : he stapnds in the first rank of our statesmen ; 
in case there should be an entente ^ no one woulfl be better 
able than he to safeguard our interests. But is the hour 
as propitious as the personage ? (translation). 

Less than a week after that visit, on February 14th, 
Lord Lansdowne said in the House of Lords : 

... It is lamentable that these misunderstandings 
and these apprehensions should exist, and it is the 
duty of all right-thihking people to endeavour to 
dispel them. In any effort to do this His Majesty’s 
Government will, I am convinced, have the support of 
those who oppose thefn in regard to other questions. 
. . . And may I be permitted to say, seeing the Sec- 
retary of State for War (Lord JHaldane) in his •place, 
that if his genial presence at Berlin on a recent occa- 
sion has at all contributed to so desirable a result, if 
he has come back with anything in the nature of an 
olive branch in his buttonhole, we shall congratulate 
him on this side as warmly as he will be congratulated 
by his friends on the other side of the House. 

Mr. Bonar Law, speaking in the House of Commons on 
the same day, said : 

. . . No man in this House is more anxious for a 
good understanding with Germany than I am, and no 
one would regard with more horror a war between this 
country and Germany. I am quite sure that the 
Foreign Secretary is just as anxious as I am that there 
should be a goo^ understanding with Germany. 

And when a new German Ambassador arrived four 
months afterwards, The 'Times welcomed him in the follow- 
ing mannet : I 

The main features oj the situation as between our- 
selves and the great Empire Baron Marschall von 
Bieberstein comes to represent are so plain that we 
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can hardly suppose he will *not grasp them immedi- 
ately. He has only to reflect upon the statements 
which our leading statesmen of both parties have been 
continuously making for the last ten years in order 
to master those features without delay. Those state- 
ments are all marked by the same characteristics. 
They all reveal in the plainest and mdst direct terms 
our gehuinely national desire to live on the best of 
terms with our German neighbours. Nobody who 
knows England can doubt the sincerity of that wish, 
and all Englishmen who know Germany are confident 
that it is reciprocated by the great majority of the 
German people. 

There was no question of a desire on both sides of 
British politics for good relatiorfs with Germany ; nothing 
was felt in either political camp but the very heartiest 
wishes for Lord Haldane*^ mission ; and, if we may believe 
The Times, there was no doub't whatever in the English 
mind that the great majority of the German people, not 
merel}^ a few, not merely peace cranks and commercial 
opportunists, but //// great majority of the German people, 
desired to live on the best terms with their English 
neighbours,* 

The time, you will^bserve, had not yet come for abusing 
Lord Haldane for going to Berlin to try and improve 
. ,Anglo-German relations, nor was the time come to say 
that “Germany” had always wanted war and had been 
deceiving our foolish ministers for a number of years. To 
read the newspapers then and now is to be reminded of 
that interesting instance of journalistic volte face recorded 
in Friendship'* s Garland, when The Times, having violently 
and righteously denounced a French pamphlet, which 
argued that treaties are not binding, denouncing it as 
“ the dreams of an agfitator in the lajjguage of an acade- 
mician,” very soon afterwards justified the action of 

‘ This view is over and over again categorically expressed by the 
Daily MaiPs correspondent at Berliji. In The Assault, for example, 
he says : “ At a liberal estimate, no* one can ever convince me that 
more than one million five hundred thousand Germans really 
wanted war.” 
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Sardinia in the war of Italian independence with these 
words : It is very irregular, it is contrary to all diplomatic 
forms. ... Yes, but there are extremities beyond all law, 
and there are laws which existed before even sociej^y was 
formed” — language not unlike th^ German Chancellor's, 
when he apologized for the invasion of Belgium. “ KinjJ 
Victor Emmahuel and his sagacious counsellor,” said 
The Times ^ “ have achieved success by remembering that 
fortune favours the bold.” Whether the moral principles 
and logical consistency of British journalism have improved 
since then, let each newspaper reader, who studies his 
journal intelligently, decide for himself.* 

What was the purpose* and what was the outcome of 
Lord Haldane’s mission to Germany in February 1912? 

The purpose of this enibassy, as we now know, was to 
ascertain why good relations b^^tween the two countries 
had become overclouded, and .to assure the German 
Government that the British policy of goodwill which had 
characterized King Edward’s reign still persisted. It was 
a mission, we must be careful to ranember, whichTiad its 
origin in Berlin. The German Government desired direct 
conversations between the cabinets of St. James’s and 
Berlin. They A^ished to get rid of misunderstandings. 
Lord Haldane was sent to Berlin, as an answer to this 
invitation, not to make treaties, but simply for frank and 
friendly conversations which might clear the air. 

It is understood that in his opening conversation with 
the Chancellor, Lord Haldane established a most friendly 
confidence. Dr. von Bethmann-Hollweg declaring with 
absolute truth that for two and a half years the aim of his 
policy had been to come to some agreement with England, 
Dr. von Bethmann-Hollweg, says the Berlin correspondent 
of the Daily M ail^ “ is an earnest apostle of peace and 
friendship with Engjand.” He sp*eaks of his “ singular 
high-mindedness and rugged integrity.” Everybody who 
has the least acquaintance with German affairs knows 

• ; 

* Our extraordinary equanimity in making these changes causes 
foreign people to think that we Ae either exceedingly stupid or pro- 
foundly hypocritical. “To Hell with Serbia^’ one week, and soon 
after “No Peace Piffle,” is more than most foreigners can understand. 
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perfectly well that this is true. Dr. von Bethmann- 
Hollweg was an earnest peace man, and, as M. Sazonoff 
says, as everybody knows, he did not want war} 

Lord Haldane made it perfectly plain to the Chancellor 
that the Triple Alliance had given Germany tremendous 
Strength, and that any increase in her fighting forces was a 
very serioug matter for other Powers. So far as we know, 
Lord Haldane did not question Germany’s right to in- 
crease her armaments, but it is known that he asked the 
Chancellor to consider whether an increase in the German 
Navy, which must unquestionably be met by a double 
increase in the British Navy, could facilitate friendly 
relations. The whole course of his negotiations turned 
on that point, The Chancellbr made a tentative proposal 
on the subject, a proposal to see how far he could go in 
making an offer to spread German shipbuilding over a 
number of years ; in the meantime he referred to a 
particular proposal on the question of British and German 
action in the event of war which Re had already made to 
the British Government. This proposal, we now know, 
was a formula of absolute neutrality, which bound both 
parties not to enter into any combiwation against each 
other. Lord Haldane pointed out the obvious objections 
to the wording of tl >46 formula, and suggested the British 
Government’s alternative of mutual undertakings against 
aggressive or unprovoked attacks and against all com- 
binations, military and naval agreements, and plans 
directed to the purpose of aggression and unprovoked 
attack. The Chancellor was not satisfied with the 
extent of this counter-proposal. t 

From an interview which was given by Lord Haldane 
to the London correspondent of the Chicago Daily News 
on March 7, 1915, and which was stated publicly to have 

* The moral downfall of the Imperial Chancellor, his contempt for 
treaties, and his unscrupulous brutality towards Belgium, can only be 
accounted for by ‘the violent necessities of German nationalism. His 
case, I think, is likelY become 0iistoric. In a few •hours a man 
notable for his rectitude and for hislbeaceful intentions, a man of real 
culture and steady goodness, was wansformed by the exigencies of 
his nation into a ruffian, a prevaricator, and a deliberate perverter of 
truth. 
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been given by the desire of the Prime Minister and 
Sir Edward Grey, who revised its text, a good deal was 
made known of what passed between the British envoy 
and the German Chancellor and the Emperoi>. The 
information derived from the neport has since been 
supplemented by official and semi-official statements ofi 
the subject made in Berlin. ^ From thesQ sources it 
appears that Lord Haldane's conversations took place on 
the basis that his first duty as representing the Govern- 
ment here was to make it plain that he could only speak 
on the footing that absolute loyalty to the ententes with 
France and Russia must be the condition of any further 
progress towards an understanding with the German 
Government. He went pn to say that we* could not be 
reckoned on as neutrals if France were attacked or if the 
neutrality of Belgium were violated. He also insisted 
that if Germany entered^ on a* policy of increasing her 
naval development we should lay down two keels to 
every one she laid down. When, shortly afterwards, she 
proceeded to introduce a new Fiecft Law, this course was 
at once adopted, as a reference to the British Naval 
Estimates, which *were increased from 36 millions to 
51, and to* *the discussiorfs in Parliament shows. 
There was no delay, and there is no doubt that Lord 
Haldane communicated to his colleagues in the Cabinet 
and the Committee of Imperial Defence the whole of 
the valuable information he had obtained in Berlin, 
where he secured an advanced draft of the new German 
Fleet Law which was afterwards promulgated. There 
was still hope* that Germany might modify her policy 
in view of the frank statements he had made while there, 
and the assurance of complete absence of intention on 
the part of Britain to enter into ^gressive combinations 
against Germany. But he appears to have been rendered 
uneasy by the uncertainty whether the pacifically minded 
Bethmanr^-Hollweg would retain his a*scendancy, and 

I % . . • 

^ See also a long account froi.i the German point of view of these 
negotiations, and of their subsequent developments in the hands of 
Sir Edward Grey, in the last edition of Count von Reventlow’s recent 
book on German foreign policy from 1888 to 1914. 
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whether the war party would not insist on the idea of 
further naval increases. While he pointed out to Germany 
the grave consequences which must ensue if they did so, 
he firmly and at once refused the formula proposed to 
him of unconditional neutrality, which would have 
hindered his country in the fulfilment not only of its 
own treaty obligations, but of its duty to maintain its own 
interests by protecting the northern coasts of France from 
hostile occupation. 

There was nothing in this conversation which darkened 
the clouds, and it soon became apparent that the friends 
of peace in Germany were aware of the good turn events 
had taken. It was generally understood that while the 
British envoy had made it perfectly plain to the Chancellor 
that Britain would put an extra shilling on the income 
tax rather than hazard her absolute security at sea, he had 
nevertheless made it equally plain that Britain had no 
thought in the world of lending her support to any 
aggression on the part of France and Russia. 

The conversation with the Emperor and his admiral 
was even more hopeful. The Emperor wanted an agree- 
ment with England, and in order to get that agreement 
he was willing, under some pressure, to delay the develop- 
ment of his navy. Admiral von Tirpitz was not quite 
so willing, but Lord Haldane’s insistence that an agree- 
ment which was accompanied by rivalry in shipbuilding 
would make no impression whatever in England, influenced 
the Kaiser to decide against his admiral. At this time, 
there is no doubt that the Emperor w^as on the side of 
the peace party, still wearing, if a litde loosely and 
awkwardly, the mantle of Edward the Peacemaker. And 
the fact that Germany dropped a battleship from her 
programme may be taken as evidence that the Emperor 
was not at that time completely urwder the domination 
of Admiral von Tirpitz.^ 

Hopes rose higher and higher in Berlin ; the good news 
spread from those in the secret*Jthat Germany ancl England 

* We shall see presently, in a very'remarkable statement by Count 
Reventlow, that as a result of Lord Haldane’s visit Germany dropped 
not one battleship, but four. 
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were coming to an agreement, and that the clouds over 
Europe were beginning to show signs of drifting away. 
A visit paid by Lord Haldane to the French Ambassador 
did not affect the good spirits of Berlin. No ono^of any 
consequence suspected that England was breaking awa}^ 
from France oy Russia, nor did the statesmen of Germany 
expect an entente with England. But it seemed likely 
that obstacles to a ditente were being got over, and that 
peace was assured. * ^ 

Dr. von Bethmann-Hollweg was known as a peace man. 
To one of his German friends in Berlin he used at that 
time the phrase that it was ‘‘ the dream of his life to 
come to an agreement witb England. Some people in 
Germany knew, too, that .peace had only been kept after 
the Agadir incident by the hard work of this Chancellor, 
helped though he was by the Emperor, and also it must 
be said by M. Jules Cambon. Df. von Bethmann-Hollweg, 
it must be repeated till.it gets into the English mind, was 
a peace man — a man who would not listen to the^ainblers 
among the war party, and who cordially detested the 
nonsense of Pan-Germanism. When war came he aban- 
doned his priqcjples, threw honour to the winds, and in the 
defence of his country ceased toTdefend morality. But there 
is overwhelming evidence that till nationalism destroyed 
his soul in the crisis of war, this man strove for peace. 

Lord Haldane came to the conclusion that so long as 
Dr. von Bethmann-Hollweg was Chancellor and in real 
power war might be regarded as an improbable con- 
tingency ; but he does not seem to have formed so 
pleasant an impl*ession of Admiral von Tirpitz, or to have 
been altogether happy concerning the activities of the 
war party. He saw some of his German friends while 
he was in Berlin, and no doubt gathered from them, if not 
from the Chancellor •himself, that powerful influences were 
at work to prevent an agreement with Engjand. 

“ Lord Haldane,” says the astonishinfe Mr. Oliver, “ would 
have acted more wisely haef he . ., . riever entered ’Berlin 
at all.” It was made clear to him, he says, “ that Germany 
desired a free hand to establish herself in a position 
of supremacy astride of Europe. So Lord Haldane 
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returned profitless from his wayfaring. . . Such words 
as these could never have been written if Mr. Oliver had 
put himself to the pains which the gravity of the matter 
morally and intellectually demanded, to ascertain the facts. 
Alas that such random 'words should pass muster, among 
large sections of the English people, for sober history. 

It is interesting to know, as I can vouch for, that the 
Emperor of Russia expressed his particular gratification 
at the success of Lord Haldane’s visit to Berlin. The 
Emperor of Russia was, and is still, a man entirely 
devoted to peace. His satisfaction over Lord Haldane’s 
mission was the spontaneous expression of a good man 
for something which seemed to restore the feeling of 
confidence between the Great Powers. If certain of the 
French newspapers were anxious at first as to the exact 
nature of this mission, that anxiety soon disappeared 
with the formal assurance that Lord Haldane had made 
it perfectly plain in Berlin that Britain would have nothing 
to do- with any proposal for absolute neutrality. Both 
Russia and France were pleased with this effort to restore 
confidence. 

It is not history, it is not even romance, it is wild 
nonsense, to suggest that the German Government was 
not striving for peace at this moment. The Emperor 
wanted peace, the Chancellor wanted peace, and rap- 
prochement with England was the ideal, as the Daily Mail's 
correspondent at Berlin assures us, to which the Foreign 
Minister, Herr Kiderlen-VVaechter, was devoting his 
energies. The war party, of course, was working for war ; 
but the responsible Government of tfte country was 
earnestly working for peace. 

The two Foreign Offices found themselves in a better 
position, with their -elations sensibly eased. But the 
Chancellor was unable to promise cL restriction in ship- 
building which satisfied this country, and the formula 
for neutrality could not be a^greed upon in terms which 
commended themselves to bovh nations.^ 

* One of the great difficulties in dealing with Germany lies in the 
fact that she has three Foreign Offices. This fact is very often over- 
looked. The Imperial Chancellor has his Foreign Office, the Foreign 
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Any one, we should have thought, might have concluded 
from the fact that Mr. Winston ChurchilFs extraordinary 
activity at the Admiralty did not check on Lord Haldane’s 
return to England, but increased, that the envoy brought 
back from Berlin certain intelligerfce which confirmed hi^ 
earliest view gf German politics, namely, that vigilance 
can never be relaxed in our relations with that Power. 
Careful students of events must have been amused, 
knowing of the gre 5 .t changes at the Admiralty, when 
they read in their newspapers two years afterwards that 
Lord Haldane returned from Berlin in 1912 with nothing 
but dust in his eyes. Lord Haldane returned with the 
new German, Naval Law .in his pocket, and with the 
knowledge that certain dangerous elements in German 
life were working against the Chancellor. 

As before, everything depended on the continued 
ascendancy of the peace ^arty.* The fact that Dr. von 
Bethmann-Hollweg was finding it difficult to resist the 
pressure of Admiral von Tirpitz^ told .eatery body who 
had ears in his head that the war party was gaining new 
influence. It told Lord Haldane, of course, that Prince 
von Billow w^s, exerting pressure, and that Admiral von 
Tirpitz was beginning to dominate the Kaiser. Like every 
other Cabinet Minister, and like every other responsible 
politician, he saw that there were only two things to do — 
to increase the efficiency of navy and army, and to make 
no speech and to take no single step which could entitle 
the German war party to claim the reins of power. 

The reader slrnll now be presented with an opportunity 
of seeing what sort of a figure Lord Haldane cuts in 
German eyes. The mere fact that execration of England 
is the strongest passion in Germany might have told our 
newspapers that D:)rd Haldane was a very efiective 
envoy ; but apparently the blindness^ of party spirit pre- 
vented many of them from .seeing thejobvious significance 
of that passion. If the deader .will put on fferman 

Secretary presides over the Foreign Office proper, and the Emperor 
has his own personal staff of diplomatists who compose yet another 
Foreign Office. 
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spectacles for a moment or two, he will be able to see the 
facts of the mission in a truer light. 

In the latest edition of his recent book on German 
foreigrh policy (^Deutschland's Auswartige Politik, i888~ 
11914, 3rd edition), Cohnt Reventlow gives a great deal 
of fresh information, from the point of yiew of official 
Berlin, aboht Lord Haldane’s two visits to that city. He 
appears to have had access to official sources of infor- 
mation, and I hazard the opinion' that into the sym- 
pathetic ears of the Count Admiral \^on Tirpitz has poured 
the full flood of his overburdened heart. The picture he 
draws of Lord Haldane is, however, none the less as untrue 
as the picture drawn by the hostile critics, here. But it 
is untrue in very significantly different sense. Instead 
of Lord Haldane appearing as one who was soothed and 
duped by Germany, he isr, on the contrary, depicted by 
Count Reventlow as a ' Machiavelli by whom innocent 
and confiding Germany was soothed and duped : “ In 
him thi?* .GftTmt'n Government saw an upright friend of 
peace and an upright friend to the German Empire. He 
has revealed himself as the opposite of both.” 

Count Reventlow, in the first place, giyes an account 
of Lord Haldane’s visit to the Emperor in 1906. Sir 
Edward Grey, we are told, had announced himself ready 
for an improvement in the relations between Great Britain 
and Germany, if Germany was willing to put no more 
difficulties in the way of France in Morocco. “A suitable 
person to initiate the new departure,” says the Count, “was 
Lord Haldane, later so well known in Germany as the 
promoter of friendship and good understanding. In 1906 
he was War Minister and had set himself the task of 
bringing about a thoroughgoing reorganization of the 
British Army. Haldane belonged to those in the Cabinet 
of Great Britain who were not only^ instructed as to the 
content and a^m of the British-French-Belgian military 
conversations and conventions, but had taken a leading 
part in them. He regarded 'it as his problem to create 
an organization which should be capable of dispatching 
to the Continent, in case of the outbreak of war, the largest 
possible expeditionary army in the shortest possible 
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time. In order to solve this problem, which was rendered 
a specially difficult one by the peculiar conditions of the 
British Army, Haldane succeeded in getting permission 
from the German Government to investigate in /Berlin 
the military system in Germany, with assistance from her * 
military authorities. This permission seemed as though 
it might be given safely, and was gladly conceded on 
account of the proof it apparently offered of an approach 
to friendliness on the part of England. In this fashion 
the British War Minister obtained an opportunity, not 
often afforded to the War Minister of a foreign country, 
of getting a thorough grasp of the German military 
system, and of getting it at the highest source. This 
turned out to *^have been for Great Britain "and her ally 
France, who both really looked on Germany as their 
future enemy, of high importance. Moreover, Haldane 
was able by his study of the German military system to 
procure valuable experience and knowledge which enabled 
him to organize the British Expeditionary^ppree which 
was destined to fight in the coming’ war against German 
troops. When he returned to British shores, Haldane 
made speeches in which he declared that the relations 
with Germany Vere improved. * In Germany there pre- 
vailed, as is always the case when things like this take 
place, easygoing confidence and hope. People thought 
that there had only been some misunderstandings between 
the two countries which might easily be cleared up by 
calmness and goodwill, except so far as concerned the 
wicked violence of the chauvinists on both sides, become 
so for individual or industrial reasons.” ‘ 

“ The knowledge and experience,” says Count Revent- 
low, ‘‘which Lord Haldane obtained on the occasion of 
this visit bore fruit.” Indeed it did !. But it is ridiculous 
to say, as he does, that Lord Haldane’s attitude was in 
reality unfriendly or that* it concealeci^ini.^ter purposes. 
The Germ^s knew at this time that^ngland regarded 
the peril of France with ap^jrehen^on; and that, inr her 
own interest, she was disinclined to be a passive spectator 
of any attempt to dismember France. But it is wholly 
‘ Page 295. 
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untrue that either then or afterwards there was any 
military convention or secret alliance, or anything more 
than a willingness to make a study of the situation which 
would i?.rise in France and Belgium in case of an attack 
by Germany, a study ‘which was requisite in order to 
enable England to prepare her forces ^for a possible 
military emergency. 

Count Reventlow attributes to King Edward and his 
ministers an intention to join in encircling Germany ; such 
an intention never existed. This was one of the mis- 
apprehensions which Lord Haldane did his best to destroy 
when he next visited Berlin. Count Reventlow devotes 
much space to what he calls fhe “ mission ”^of Lord Hal- 
dane to Berlhi in 1912, its attendant circumstances and 
consequences. He quotes the subsequent speech of Lord 
Haldane in 1915 at the National Liberal Club already 
referred to, and contrasts ‘the \wew set out in it with that 
of the German Chancellor. The letter said in his speech 
in the I^ichstag that Lord Haldane assured him in 1912 
of the ^‘genuine desire of the English Cabinet for an 
understanding.” Count Reventlow declares that this 
so-called genuine desire was a mere* figure of rhetoric. 
Lord Haldane had, as thd result of years of work, based 
largely on knowledge obtained in Germany in 1906, 
“ powerfully reorganized the British Army, and espe- 
cially the Expeditionary Force,” with serious results 
from a German point of view, inasmuch as Germany 
had now the prospect of an attack, by forces organized like 
her own, on the flank of her army if it advanced. And 
yet Lord Haldane ventured to come agaift in 1912 to pose 
as the known and trusted friend of Germany. He asked 
for confidence, and it was given him. Count Reventlow 
says that the Imperial Chancellor, of whom he is a keen 
critic, reported that Lord Haldane v/as unfavourably im- 
pressed by the; nem that a new German Fleet Law was 
vimpending. The Chancellor, according to thi§ critic, was 
too efasygoing. The .Germah Admiralty, as the result; 
of the Morocco crisis of 19H, were then pressing for an 
increase of the German Fleet, and wanted the addition of 
six battleships besides more armoured cruisers, but he 
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declares that Lord Haldane urged the inexpediency for 
both Germany and Great Britain of provoking a race in 
shipbuilding, and succeeded. The result of the pressure 
he brought to bear was that when the new Fleet was 
brought in shortly afterwards, in Mhrch, it provided only 
for three battleijhips, and of these only two were to be 
completed in definite years, the third being put t>ff indefi- 
nitely. The result of these and other modifications, says 
Count Reventlow, was that the Fleet got almost nothing of 
what it so direly needed, great armoured ships. '‘^During 
the visit of Lord Haldane the plan for adding to the Fleet 
by new construction was cut down by more than halfP * 
Although he had obtained’ this result, he complains that 
Lord Haldane nevertheless .refused to accept •the German 
formula for an absolute neutrality of both countries in case 
of war, and set off for London, having only proposed the 
limited formula for good rel^ions Which Sir Edward Grey 
afterwards offered officiaUy. The negotiations then passed 
into the hands of the German Ambassador ip. 
the British Foreign Secretary. With them were taken up 
the threads of other negotiations on topics about which 
Lord Haldane h^cl conversed freely, but yet without pro- 
posing any detailed heads of agreement. Among these 
were the Bagdad Railway and the extension of the treaty 
relating to Delagoa Bay, entered into between Germany 
and Great Britain in 1898. Count Reventlow says that 
both the Prime Minister and Sir Edward Grey had inti- 
mated in December 1911 that Great Britain did not desire 
to prevent Germany from expanding in Mid-Africa. Lord 
Haldane opened a general conversation with the German 
Chancellor on the topic, but only as a nebenzweck (sub- 
sidiary object). The discussion was handed over to the 
German Ambassador, with whom it w2tS pursued in London 
by Sir Edward Grey. • But whereas the old agreement of 
1898 had been based on* the idea thUat tte Portuguese 
Colonies wo«ld come into the market, nyich had happened 
in the meantime. In the dayi of King Edward the British 
Government had assisted Portugal financially, and her 
colo»ies were, as the result, unlikely to come into the 
* Page 438. 
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market Still, the Portuguese colonies in Africa would 
require money for their commercial development Rail- 
ways would become very important In this way Germany 
and C^reat Britain would gain new positions of great 
^ influence if they couldr' agree to apportion definitely their 
spheres of influence. ** This was approximately what the 
British Government wanted people in Berlin to believe in 
and hope for, and it had a corresponding result Well on 
in the year 1913, when the agreement had for some time 
been concluded and signed by the representatives of the 
two countries, the German public was still believing 
that negotiations were being carried still further, and was 
waiting with expectation for their outcome.^ They did not 
understand v/hy the result did not appear' and could not 
explain to themselves the silence of the German Govern- 
ment. The real truth was that after the negotiations had 
been concluded and the signatures and paraphrasing had 
taken place, the British Government had insisted on the 
transaction being kept secret. The moment was not 
propitious ; the German entry into Portuguese colonial 
territories must first progress and be correspondingly 
supported by German capital, so as to create real German 
* interest.^ Thus the agreement was doomed to remain in 
the cupboard, a costly but not utilizable treasure. To-day 
it is impossible to doubt any longer that these negotiations 
were only entered on and the agreement was only con- 
cluded in order to hold back the German Empire, and at 
the same time to suggest to the German Government the 
idea that an intimate co-operation with Great Britain was 
in prospect. The British Government desired to per- 
suade the German people of its goodwill and peaceful 
intentions because it wanted to gain time for its plans as 
regards the East and for the completion of the armament 
of Russia.” * 

This story is, of course, a travesty of the real course of 
events, as Sir Edv^ard Grey will doubtless reveal in due 
timev Count Revtntjow, it (will be noted, abstains from 
reproaching Lord Haldane hi^mself with having to do with 
these particular negotiations, although he endeavours to 
* Page 434. 
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fix him with having cast dust into the eyes of Germany in 
the earlier diplomatic conversations. 

The verdict of history will be passed on the charge with 
which Count Reventlow's apologia of 477 pages condudes : 

** The lust of Great Britain for ext*ension of her rule and * 
her commerce have been the motives which have led her 
to organize the world, and to set it in motion in order 
to start a war of annihilation against a friendly people.” * 

The situation in 1912 was this: With slightly better 
relations between Downing Street and the Wilhelmstrasse, 
there was in the minds of pien in both countries a feeling 
that any provooative word or action might bring to Europe 
the awful calamit}^ of wan*. The British Government had 
done its best. The head of the German Government and 
other high personages in Gerrrfany had done their best. 
But suspicion was not des 1 :roye 3 ; mistrust and jealousy 
and fear were still at work ; and these mean movements 
in the heart of man, dignified by grander - names in the 
case of empires, began from this moment to express them- 
selves with less shajne and more hardihood in the news- 
papers of the two countries, spreading an ever-widening 
sense of anxiety and distrust among the peoples, to the 
growing satisfaction of those Germans and those English- 
men who wanted war and who have ever believed that war 
is inevitable. 

No honest man, looking back to those days and faith- 
fully examining his own conscience — remembering that 
thousands and hundreds of thousands of young men have 
been slain, mutilated, blinded, and driven mad by this war, 
and also that thousands and hundreds of thousands have 
lost in this war the most beautiful %and sacred objects of 
their human love — nt> honest man, ^ say, looking back 
to the year of^i9i2 but fnust thank C^od i^he then strove 
for peace, and was not upon the side ofj those who spoke at 
random or uttered the sentiments of hate. 

“By opprobrious epithetfe,” says Sir Thomas Browne, 

“ we miscall each other, and by an uncharitable logic, from 
» P?ge 477. 
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a disposition in a few, conclude a habit in all/' And he 
warns us that “ by a word we wound a thousand, and at 
one blow assassine the honour of a nation." He con- 
tents yhimself, in detecting faults in other people, with 
an admonition or in’structive reprehension ; “ for noble 
natures, and such as are capable of goodness, are railed 
into vice,«that might as easily be admonished into virtue ; 
and we should be all so far the orators of goodness as 
to protect her from the powers -of vice and maintain 
the cause of injured truth." 

Dostoevsky tells us in a beautiful passage beginning, 
“ Every day and every hour, every minute, walk round 
yourself and watch yourself, and see that your image is 
a seemly one,” that, passing by a child with a scowling face 
and black thoughts in our minds, we may implant upon 
his “defenceless heart”/ that which will grow up and 
perhaps harm him. * 9 ^ 

By a word we wound a thousapd. What an inscription 
for the newspaper offices of Europe ! 



LAST EFFORTS FOR PEACE 



. . . I remember Mr. Frederic Harrison beginning to 
harangue, with his usual fiery eloquence, on the enerva- 
tion of England, and on the brute mass of us who are 
not Comtjsts. Arminius checked him. ^‘Enfcrvation ! '* 
said he ; “ depend upon it, yours is still the most fighting 
people in the whole world. Malignancy! — the best 
character of the English people ever yet given ... is 
still this of Burke’s : “ The ancienf and inbred integrity, 
piety, gQodrnature, and good-humour of the people of 
England.” Your nation is sound enough, if only it can 
be taught that being able to do what one likes, and say 
what one likes, is not sufficient for salvation, , Its dangers 
are from a surfeit of clap-trap, due to the false notion that 
liberty and publicity are not only valuable for the use to 
be made of them, but are goods in themselves, nay, are 
the summum bonum ! ” 


Friendship's Garland 



CHAPTER IV 

LAST EFFORTS FOR PEACE 

G reat Britain was perfectly prepared in 1912 to 
fulfil al> her engagements ; she more ready 
than any of her Lillies ; and at the outbreak of 
hostilities in 1914 she alone was in a position instantly 
and entirely to substantiate eV^ry word of her under- 
takings with armed force. 

It IS, therefore, a trave?sty of reason to say that the British 
Government were taken by surprise, or tef assert, as some 
base people have had the hardihood and the extreme 
wickedness to suggest, that Lord Haldane did not 
sufficiently warn his colleagues, of the dangers ahead. 

Because he and his colleagues made speeches which 
were aimed to strengthen the peace party in Germany, 
aimed, that is, to avert the awful calamity of war, it is 
concluded by stupid and evil-minded people that no pre- 
parations were made for an armed struggle either then or 
in the future. Those preparations had already been made. 
There was nothing to do but stand by and wait for the 
hour, if the hour should come. A reasonable man will see 
that if ministers in this country had made provocative 
speeches. Dr. von Bethmann-Hollweg — who did not, as 
M. SazonoflF says, want war — would^have been dismissed 
from his high office. The war party vnpre doing everything 
they could to compass this dismissal. The swagger- 
ing Crown Prince went about openly manifesting im- 
patience with his father and the Chancellor ; Admiral von 
Tirpitz was pressing his plblicy relentlessly ; and in the 
background was Prince von Biilow, who had always feared 

153 
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the Entente, watching every move oil the European chess- 
board, and, among very powerful sections of German 
opinion, expressing his criticisms of the Chancellor's 
diplon^acy. 

The idea that Germany would never have made war if 
she had been perfectly certain of British intervention needs 
to be very thoroughly examined before il is accepted as 
truth. Germany, it seems probable, would not have risked 
a war with France and Russia if she had been certain that 
Great Britain would support her allies ; and so long as she 
was absolutely certain that Great Britain would support 
those allies, she refrained from war. Lord Haldane in 
Berlin, and Sir Edward Grey in London, njade it so trans- 
parently clear that Britain woyld not permit France to be 
attacked, made this fact the unalterable postulate, the 
irrefragable condition, the everlasting sine qua non of all 
their efforts towards an understanding with Germany, that 
so long as there was nothing \o prevent Britain from 
keeping her wprd, Germany held her hand. 

From 1912 to 1914, although the Germans knew how 
industriously this country and her allies were at work to 
perfect their organization for war (an ‘industry which made 
the war party in Germany exceedingly busy with their 
tongues and pens), the peace was kept. Because Ger- 
many knew that Lord Haldane meant what he said she 
dared not attack either Russia or France. Suspicious, 
troubled, doubting, and sore afraid, she looked on and saw 
the preparations which were being made in France and 
Russia for the hazard of war ; but because of England 
kept the peace. So far, then, the understanding estab- 
lished by Lord Haldane and Dr. von Bethmann-Hollweg 
had worked for good. Two years had passed since those 
conversations, and tl^iere was still peace. 

Let an Englishman put on German spectacles and see 
how the history of those years presents itself to his eyes. 
France had made a loan to Russia to which ^certain very 
important military conditions were attached; Russian 
railways were to be built t9wards the German frontier, 
and that frontier was to be strengthened. France had 
replied to a new ruilitary law in Germany by a new 
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military law of her own. Great Britain, standing sted- 
fastly and honourably to her engagements, had brought 
her small but admirable new army to a state of almost 
exquisite perfection for expeditionary purposes, and was 
making gigantic increases to her already overwhelming fleetf. 

Of course, from our point of view all these increases 
were justified :* they sprang entirely from Gernfan provoca- 
tion ; but to the German in the storm centre of the world, 
particularly those Germans who distrusted England and 
believed that this country would one day precipitate war 
on the Continent in the interests of her trade, these tre- 
mendous preparations could only intensify suspicion and 
dismay. 

The Britisli Government, who had many other sources 
of inspiration besides Lord Haldane, though none more 
wise and dependable, believed that the peace party in 
Germany was preponderant, and hoped that it could be 
maintained in prepon(^erance by two definite strokes of 
British policy — the continued declaratioi; that in no case 
would this country allow France or Russia to be wantonly 
attacked, and the faithful assurance that Great Britain, 
desiring to maintain friendly relations with Germany, 
would not lend herself to aggression on the part of her 
allies. With these two declarations made quite simply 
but with the earnestness of their sincere intention, silently 
and ceaselessly this great country increased the strength of 
her fighting forces by land and by sea. 

Was this policy a false policy ? and did it really fail ? 
It was the policy of King Edward, the policy to which he 
had devoted his reign, and it was the policy of the Con- 
servative party and the Liberal party. No man even 
questioned it at the time. There was a suggestion for 
National Service from outside political parties, a suggestion 
which would have introduced the utmost chaos into our 
military machine at a critical hour, an\l migjit have plunged 
the whgle^ country into industrial conflict ; but no respon- 
sible party in British politics questioned the wisdom* of th^ 
British Government in declaring its wish for friendly rela- 
tions with Germany and its determination to stand by 
France and Russia in the case of a wanton attacl^. 
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No man at the time said that this was a false policy : 
and no man of any sense or position has questioned it 
since the outbreak of war. And did this policy fail ? 

It failed only when the conditions were so violently 
V:hanged 'that the Germans doubted, not the will or the 
truth of England, but her physical ability to fulfil her 
engagements. It failed, that is, when important people in 
this country and in the north of Ireland sent to Germany 
for rifles, spread mutiny among the' armed forces of the 
Crown, and openly boasted that an Act of the British 
Parliament would be opposed to the point of civil war. 
Not till that hour, that most evil and unpardonable hour 
in the history of modern and constitutional England, did 
the German Junkers dare to take the risk of a European 
war. So long as this country was in a condition which 
suggested that above every other consideration she would 
support France in the event df an aggressive attack upon 
her, so long did Germany hold her hand. And directly 
this country was involved in a most serious internal dispute, 
Germany struck with all her might.^ 

In 1912 died Marschall von Bieberstein, who had suc- 
ceeded Metternich in this country, arid vvho was perhaps 

* No less a person than Lord Derby, and as late as August 1916, 
has admitted that the Unionist party contemplated the possibility of 
civil war in 1914. He said to a meeting in Lancashire : 

“I am a firm believer in Sir Edward Carson. Two years ago, 
when Home Rule looked as if it might result in civil war, it was Sir 
Edward Carson who placed his case before the people of Lancashire. 
... I believed in him then — I believe in him implicitly now — as I 
believe what he strove to achieve would have t>een for the benefit 
of this country and for the Empire as a whole. 

“ I want you to look at things as they are, and not as they were, 
because the difference is extremely great. What was the position 
before the war? To have achieved success for the Ulster Unionists 
meant two things — mone> to pay and men to fight for Ulster. Has 
not the country somew^iat altered since fnen? No doubt money 
would be subscribed ; but there is one thing absolutely certain : when 
peace happily comes you are not going to get the men of th'S country 
^o engage in a civil war. . 

“ If we searched our hearts a few years ago we should probably 
have looked upon every Nationalist member as a rebel to this country. 
I venture to say that nobody with a spark of honesty in him would 
now say so.” 
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the ablest of living Germans ; he was succeeded by a sin- 
gularly agreeable but not very brilliant ambassador, Prince 
Lichnowsky, whose wife was devoted to this country and 
made many friends in the more educated and refined circles 
of English society. There is no reason to doubt th^t Prince » 
Lichnowsky came to this country as an earnest of the 
Emperor's desife and Dr. von Bethmann-Hollwfegg's desire 
to improve Germany’s relations with Great Britain. 

At this time Lord* Haldane succeeded Lord Loreburn 
as Lord High Chancellor of England, a distinction which 
some of the ablest judges in the country, men like the un- 
bending Tory Lord Halsbury, had desired for him in 1905. 
He left the War Office, as I^have already shown, not only 
with tributes of the highest’praise from soldiers like Lord 
French, but with laurels presented to him by all the news- 
papers, some of which have r\ever ceased from 1914 to 
blacken his name with infamy. • 

From this time forward Lord Haldane had less to do 
with foreign policy, and he paid no .further visit to 
Germany. He had left the Army in a state of great 
perfection, he had placed our relations with Germany on a 
better footing, and he was now free to devote his remark- 
able powers to'tlie exacting duties of his new office. His 
oldest and closest friend. Sir Edward Grey, had successfully 
conducted the negotiations connected with the Balkan 
War : the diplomatic sky was all but cloudless ; the 
doubtful German Ambassador was dead ; the peace party 
in Germany was still in the saddle ; and our great allies, 
France and Russia, were easier in their minds than they 
had been for a considerable period. 

But gradually a spirit manifested itself in England’s 
home politics which changed the whole atmosphere of 
Europe. Europe knew well enough that our intense 
individualism exposed us at any rnpment to the incon- 
veniences and dangers of great industrial conflicts ; but 
Europe^d not know, had never guessed, that a nation so 
devoted to constitutional procedure, a nation so proud of 
its position as the mothej of parliaments, would ever 
proceed to the anarchy of civil war in a partisan resistance 
to the Statute Book. All through 1913 the fight for 
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and against Home Rule was conducted with a bitterness, 
a vulgarity, and a want of reason which would have been 
disgraceful to a third-rate debating society. Responsible 
statesmen called the most eminent minister in the House 
6f Comrnbns a liar ; the vocabulary of Billingsgate was 
ransacked for the most offensive epithets ^o hurl at the 
head of his opponents by a man whose fortune had been 
made at the Bar, and who had held high legal office in 
a British Government ; the House of Commons was dis- 
graced in the eyes of the whole world by a meanness of 
mind, a narrowness of heart, and a vulgarity of temper 
such as seldom exhibit themselves in the youngest parlia- 
ments of the most uncivilized people ; and behind all this 
turmoil at Westminster was the wild, frantic, and irrespon- 
sible raving of a Press which had raved in exactly the 
same spirit, though in a m-ilder degree, against the grant 
of self-government to South Africa. 

It was during this time that the German Emperor went 
over, not body and soul but nervously and tentatively, to 
the war party. 

In the summer of 1913 a different spirit manifested itself 
in Berlin. Dr, von Bethmann-Hollweg kept his place — it 
was convenient for the Kaiser to keep him — but society 
knew, politicians knew, and the newspapers knew, that the 
Emperor’s mind was beginning to consider the wisdom 
of striking right and left before his neighbours grew too 
strong for him. Only the fear of England held him at 
this moment; and then began the campaign for the 
Emperor’s soul by those very close to him, an insidious 
and yet confident campaign, which aimed fo convince him, 
first, that England was the moving spirit in the threatening 
Entente, and that this same wicked and cowardly England 
was decadent, undiscip}ined, and degenerate. 

Dr. von Bethmanrv-Hollweg might strive to maintain 
good relations with this country : it was not merely a 
harmless but a very useful office for so weak senti- 
mentaramind; but let' the great War Lord listen to the 
voice of Austria — the voice of Austria telling him as if an 
angel of God were at his ear that the Slav Peril which 
threatened her, threatened him also ; and let the great 
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War Lord give heed likewise to the voice of his mightiest, 
and most confident, and most faithful generals, who said 
that to strike now at Russia would be safe, but to strike in 
two years’ time would be too late ; and let the great War 
Lord consider what his statesmen are saying, tha^ a man 
of the blood of Frederick the Great would not abide the 
hour of his jealous enemies, but for the safety, honour, 
glory, and welfare of the Fatherland would strike in his 
own hour. 

I confess that the Emperor’s position was as difficult as 
any autocrat’s in history ; if he waited he might see hi^ 
empire burst suddenly in upon from both sides ; and if he 
struck well and, surely in hi^ own convenient hour, not 
only might he destroy th^ threatening enetnies on his 
frontiers, but add to the greatness, the glory of the Hohen- 
zollerns. • 

In the spring of 1914 c«:curr«d the incident at the 
Curragh. The Comman^er-in-Chief issued certain orders 
which, tactfully given or not, were the orders of a superior 
officer ; they were not accepted by those under him. 
Ladies in London drawing-rooms were as elated by 
this act of mutiny as the great and little newspapers 
which representecf the interests df the privileged classes. 
A chorus of delight was raised. Wherever one went 
people cackled of nothing else. I said to the daughter 
of a nobleman, “ The talk at your table is like a servants’- 
hall ! ” ; she laughed and replied, “ But it is the servants'- 
hall.” Scandals about ministers multiplied, and scandals 
about ministers’ wives intensified in stupidity and 
malignity ; and through it all was the savage, godless, 
and hilarious joy at the prospect of breaking a Government 
devoted to social reform. The greatest people in London 
chuckled and rubbed their hands with, the rarest pleasure. 
It was the chance of a lifetime. Ra^tjcals had said that 
the Ulster Movement was bluff” — let Jthe Curragh 
incident -igiaLch them to look for another word. Bluff? It 
was going to be civil war ! They spoke of anarchy as if 
it were a picnic. , 

To these numskulls, to the lowest dregs of plutocratic 
society, and to the newspapers of law and order, this 
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incident at the Curragh meant dishing the despised 
Radicals, destroying the power of the most loathed and 
detested demagogue, Mr. Lloyd George, and the social 
defeat of a lady, the wife of a minister, more hated than 
^any otft^r person in London. It meant something else 
to Sir Edward Grey at the War Office. And it ^meant 
something else to Lord Haldane on the Woolsack. 

To Sir Edward Grey this incident and the subsequent 
passion it aroused, meant watchings Germany with more 
anxious eyes. Certain people in this country and in the 
north of Ireland sent a large order for rifles to Germany. 
The German Government is said to have cleared the 
traffic in the Kiel Canal in order to let the steamship 
Fanny^ carrying these German rifles from Hamburg, steal 
into the North Sea round Denmark, in order to escape 
capture by the British N^vy. Why should the German 
Government he interested' in t^ie Orangemen of Ireland? 
And while the German Governmjent was thus manifest- 
ing its sympathy with the Ulster Volunteers, France was 
disturbed by the discovery of mismanagement as regards 
her stores, also by the circumstance that her new system 
of service with the colours had not come into operation, 
and also by the threatening condition of affairs in 
England. 

As regards the British Expeditionary Force, whether it 
had been as closely geared up during the two years in 
which Lord Haldane had ceased to reign at the War 
Office may be open to doubt ; the machine itself was as 
perfect in its mechanism as the great minister had left it, 
and relations with the Admiralty could not have been 
better. Nothing was wanting to set this expeditionary 
machine in instant motion. But it would have been a better 
thing for this country if the minister who made that 
machine had been there to work it with the soldiers whose 
intelligence hq had tried and not found wanting. 

In July of this fatal year came the first declg’*ation of 
war, and on August 4th Great Britain was involved in it 
Sir Edward Grey, who was Ijving at the town house of 
Lord Haldane in Queen Anne’s Gate, during the whole of 
those awful days, wrestled in an agony of soul to preserve 
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the peace.* King George, faithful to his ministers and to 
his father’s memory, did everything in his power tb bring 
the German Emperor to reason. But all effort was now in 
vain. The Emperor had become the tool of the war party, 
and peace fled from the fields of Europe. / * 

Professor Holland Rose has replied to the criticisms of 
a friendly neutral that Germany would have shrunk from 
making war if she had been perfectly convinced that 
England would not stand aloof ; and also to the contention 
of Dr. von Bethmann-Hollweg that France and Russia 
“ would never have ventured on a defiant reply to Germany 
if they had not been sure of the assistance of Great 
Britain.” So admirable is this reply of Professor Holland 
Rose, which appeared in the Daily Chronicle on August 3, 
1916, that I shall venture to quote the greater part of it ; 
only remarking on the rather curious fact that, although 
Professor Rose had under bis eyes the recent statement of 
M. Sazonoff referred to in the previous chapter of this 
book, he does not comm*ent upon the significant statement 
of M. Sazonoff that Dr. von Bethmann-Hollweg did not 
want war. It is a statement which so far as I know has 
entirely escaped the attention of the English mind. 
Professor Rose *says : • 

Both these sets of charges collapse when brought 
into contact with the known facts of the case, as I 
will try briefly to show from the Official Correspond- 
ence of the British and French Governments. That 
England did nothing to encourage France and Russia 
is clear from the British dispatches 6 and 17, which 
show that those Governments tried hard, on July 24th 
and 25th, to induce England to proclaim her soli- 
darity with them as regards the Austro-Serb dispute. 
The British Ambassador at Petrograd, Sir George 
Buchanan, refusecj to do so, and>^iscount Grey con- 
firmed his refusal (No. 24). France and Russia then 
deplored our independent attitude as involving a risk 

* Because numerous ambassadors called frequently at Lord 
Haldane’s house during those daysi, many newspapers concluded that 
the overworked Lord Chancellor was conducting the diplomacy of the 
country. They came, of course, to see the Foreign Secretary, 

M 
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of war ; but their regrets prove, at any rate, that we 
were in no respect committed to them, and that we 
intended to persist in this non-committal policy. 
Even on August ist, when hostilities by Germany 
andvAustria against Russia and France were hourly 
expected, Viscount Grey assured the German Ambas- 
sador,'’ Prince Lichnowsky, that Our hands were still 
free, and we were considering what our attitude would 
be.” This dispatch (No. 123) proves that it was the 
question of preserving the neutrality of Belgium (on 
which Germany refused to give any assurance — see 
' No. 122), which alone caused the British Government 
acute anxiety for the immediate future, anxiety which 
it clearly manifested to the German Government. 

These facts suffice to disprove the charges that 
Great Britain encourajgcd France and Russia to “defy” 
Germany. But there remain the other charges, that 
the British Government was too pacific, and thereby 
lured Germany to her doom;' that our policy shrouded 
itself under the cloak of peace in order to deal the 
dagger-thrust on August 4th. This theory has at- 
tracted minds of a certain order, ^ even in this country. 
But does it fit the facts? They are* these : Though, 
on July 24th and 25th, Sir George Buchanan and 
Viscount Grey took steps to warn P'rance and Russia 
that they must not count on British support, yet our 
Government, on July 27th, made it clear that Germany 
and Austria ought not to rely on our neutrality in all 
circumstances. A very significant fact was the counter- 
manding on that day of the orders for the Great Pdeet 
assembled at Portland to disperse for manoeuvres. 
Viscount Grey believed that step would create a 
great impression (Nos. 47, 48); and in the new school 
of Realpolitik^^'Supreme at Berlin such an act must 
have weighed far more than verbal warnings, however 
official. 

« But verbal warnings were given orf^that day. 
Viscount Grey then cautioned the Austrian Ambas- 
sador that the consequences of Austria’s threatened 
action against Serbia “would be incalculable,” He 
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also stated to Prince Lichnowsky that that action 
might “ bring other Powers in, and the war would be 
the biggest ever known ” ; but he would keep in 
touch with Germany so long as she “ would work to 
keep the peace.'* Further warnings were^hen giveh 
to the German Ambassador by Sir Arthur Nicolson, 
Permanent Under-Secretary of State Tor Foreign 
Affairs. The precise terms which he employed are, 
unfortunately, not known ; and, if an official and 
contemporary minute of that conversation exists at 
our Foreign Office, it might with advantage be pub- 
lished. But the tenor of that conversation is clear 
from the account given by the French Charg6 
d'Affaire*s in London to his Government : “ Sir Arthur 
Nicolson m'a dit que, cependant, le Prince Lichnowski 
ne pouvait, Rprhs la conversation qu’il a eu avec lui 
aujourd’hui, conservor aucun doute sur la liberty 
qu’entendait garder le Gouvernement Britannique 
d’intervenir, au cas ou il le jugerait utile.’* He also 
described Viscount Grey’s w*arnings to the German 
Ambassador (“ French Yellow Book,** Nos. 63, 66). 

In the light of these facts (reinforced by the sig- 
nificant hblding in readiness of the great British 
Fleet), how is it possible to assert that our Foreign 
Office left Germany completely in the dark? True, 
its language did not partake of the brutal incisive- 
ness that enlivens many a town council meeting. 
Diplomacy is always polite ; and politeness has 
helped to tide over many a crisis peacefully. Besides, 
there was# nothing up to July 27th that warranted 
the adoption of threatening language by Great 
Britain. The Austro-Serb dispute did not directly 
concern us. But, from the outset (i.e. from July 23rd), 
Viscount Grey Ijad discerned tH^ danger of a far wider 
conflict, and had striven to avert it by the well-known 
sy^gestion that France and Great Britain should seek 
to moderate the resentment of Russia, while Germany 
and Italy pacified Austria. On July 27th Prince 
Lichnowsky assured fiim that the “German Govern- 
ment accepts in principle mediation between Austria 
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and Russia by the four Powers.” Not until July 
28th did the o\itlook become almost hopeless. On 
that day Austria declared war on Serbia, and Germany 
declined Viscount Grey’s suggestion of mediation by 
' the f^ur Powers. The fact that the Central Empires 
simultaneously adopted courses of action which 
gravely imperilled the peace of the world sciims to 
show that they had all along been acting in concert ; 
it certainly shows that those * Governments were 
resolved to ignore the serious warnings which their 
Ambassadors received from the British Government 
on the previous day. 

Further, when Viscount.Grey suggested to Germany, 
that, even ‘though she rejected his proposals, he would 
accord a friendly reception to pacific proposals of her 
own, none whatever were forthcoming. The intention 
to ignore the British Gca^ernment, and to treat its 
proposals with disdain, could ^ not be more signally 
demonstrated. The only question on which there 
can be any doubt is whether the German and Austrian 
Ambassadors sufificiently informed their Governments 
as to the warnings of the British Foreign Office. The 
terms of the telegram ‘of His Majesty,* King George V, 
to the Kaiser, on August ist, prove that Lichnowsky 
had either misunderstood Viscount Grey or had not 
apprised his Government correctly as to the situation 
here (French Yellow Book, Appendix II). 

There were considerations of a wider nature which 
forbade anything like sword-rattling at London. 
Firstly, a constitutional minister mifst be very sure 
of the support of the Parliament and nation before 
he uses language at all approaching menace. Now, 
both Parliament and nation were indisposed to take 
vigorous steps a question ^hich primarily con- 
cerned Serbia, Austria, and Russia. A newspaper, 
which has since been remarkable for its fl^Boyant 
{Jatriotism, then put forth the headline,** To Hell with 
Serbia ” ; and, if its sulpljurous signal had been dis-i 
regarded, would have added, **To Hell with Grey.” 
And more important considerations than these 
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rendered caution imperative. With labour troubles 
rife in Great Britain and a civil war imminent in 
Ireland, a Foreign Minister who played a game of 
bluff against two great military empires armed to 
the teeth and inflamed with passion wj^uld havt? 
deserved impeachment ; and assuredly those who 
impugn Viscount Grey for “want of plainness’* 
would then have been the first to clamour against 
him for dealing* in threats which he could not make 
good. The charges flung at him during the debate 
of August 3rd, even when the independence of 
Belgium was at stake, reveal the nagging temper of 
a large section of the Jdouse. Surely, then, he acted 
wisely in not posing as the arbiter of the Continent. 
A statesman who speaks like Palmerston needs to 
have “ Pam’s ” Parliament and nation behind him. 

Critics who assert that the war would have been 
averted if, on JuJy 24-27, Viscount Grey had well 
seasoned his dispatches with invectives, assume that 
he knew a great European war to be inevitable. 
Of course, he knew nothing of the kind. The crisis 
then did ^njot seem to be worse than those of 1909 
and 1913, also arising otit of Balkan affairs. His 
statesmanship had largely helped to solve that of 
1913. Why not that of 1914? Clearly he hoped to 
do so by his suggestion, on July 24th, that Germany, 
France, Italy, and Great Britain “ should act together 
for the sake of peace simultaneously at Vienna and 
St. Petersburg,” a suggestion at once accepted by 
France, Rifesia, and Italy. His policy of conciliation 
held the field until July 28th, when the actions of 
Austria and Germany negatived it. But, meanwhile, 
how could he in any way have threatened them ? He 
was bound to gp on with his conciliatory procedure, 
until the Central Empires rejected it, thereby drawing 
Qsa^ themselves complete responsibility for the failure 
of pacific efforts. Incidentally, his policy had the 
advantage of facilitatijig a change in that of Italy. 
The Cabinet of Rome, being joined to the Triple 
Alliance only so long as it was of a defensive char- 
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acter, was free to break loose so soon as it became 
offensive. Now,^ the actions of Austria (always 
abetted by Germany) became more and more aggres- 
sive on the days July 23-28. Italy strongly dis- 
' approved those actions. But, if the Central Empires, 
on Jul]^ 25-27, had been confronted by a jpioC 
declaration of Russia, France, and Great Brifain, 
they could have represented it to their hitherto 
doubtful ally as a deliberate men'ace, which imposed 
on her the duty of rallying to their side. In that 
case it is very doubtful whether Italy could honour- 
ably have refused. Certainly, it would have been 
extremely difficult for h^r to decide,, as she did 
by Augusf 1st, not to suppprt Austria. The fire- 
eaters, who claim that Viscount Grey should early 
have ranged England ,.on the side of Russia^ and 
France, forget that suCh a proceeding would probably 
have ranged Italy on the side of Austria and Germany. 
The defensive attitude of the British Foreign Office 
was in reality far stronger than the offensive attitude 
adopted by Austria and Germany. The policy of 
Vienna and Berlin broke up the Triple^ Alliance. The 
policy of London closed up the ‘‘ open order ” of the 
Triple Entente and enabled it to develop into the 
largest and firmest league of all time. 

Finally, did Germany, on August 4, 1914, show the 
slightest regard for the British remonstrance against 
her violation of the neutrality of Belgium ? Herr 
Zimmerman then assured the British Ambassador, Sir 
Edward Goschen, that Germany “ couJd not possibly 
give the assurance required, either that night or any 
night*' This almost contemptuous refusal gives the 
measure of Germany’s respect both for her own 
international obligations and for, our endeavour to 
induce her to respect them. If she brushed aside our 
protest on August 4th, even at the cost of encoy43,tering 
out immediate hostility, what ground is there for 
supposing that she would ^ have heeded any warning 
whatever that we might have given on July 24-27? 
The supposition that we could then have averted 



LAST EFFORTS FOR PEACE 


. 1^7 

war is entirely at variance with the known facts pf 
the case. In truth, the more closely British diplo- 
macy is examined, the more worthy it will appear of 
the eulogium passed by Professor Stowell, of Columbia 
University, New York — ‘*one of England’s glories, and* 
% a pattern for generations to come.” 

The history of the negotiations immediately preceding 
war could not be more fairly and overwhelmingly pre- 
sented in brief form. Britain neither drove Russia and 
France to war, nor left Germany in any reasonable doubt 
as to the attitude of this country in the event of aggressive 
attitude on her part towards either Russia or France. 
These things can no more* be gainsaid tlmn the laws of 
nature or the proposition^ of Euclid. 

How, then, can we explain the gnashing rage and fury 
of almost the whole Germaji nation whenever the name of 
England is now mentioned? It is folly to suppose that 
this hatred is pretended, or that it is unintelligent, or that 
it is infamous hypocrisy. It is so deep, so general, and so 
intense that we must conclude there is some rational 
explanation to account for it. A whole people does not 
go suddenly nl^d, or at a stroke become the finished actor 
of hypocrisy. There are many people in Germany who 
are hypocrites, and many who are mad with baffled fury ; 
but there are others neither mad nor hypocritical whose 
hatred of England is just as passionate and indignant as 
those who pretend and those who are only hysterical. 
What is the explanation ? 

Let us igncire the fanatics of Pan-Germanism, and 
consider the interesting and typical case of the German 
Emperor. William II, surrounded by enemies, had at 
last made up his mind to fight a swift and crushing war 
of defence. Before God and hickory,” he said a year 
after hostilities, my conscience is clear. I did not will this 
war.”^ France was to be knocked senseless and left bleed- 
ing in di week or two, and then, swinging eastward, the dis- 
orderly Russian legions, the legions of the Slav Peril, were 
to be scattered like sheep before the drilled cohorts of the 
Prussian War Lord. With Russia humbled, shattered. 
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and cowed, the War Lord could breathe again ; and as 
for France, who would certainly never forgive England, she 
would not soon disturb his dreams again. His blow there 
was to fall like a cataract. In this way, with his frontiers 
% cleared, the Entente dismembered, and the rest of the 
world qu^lking before the might of Germany, what cq^ld 
prevent expansion towards the East? Austria be 

his vassal, Bulgaria was already in his pocket, and Turkey 
could be had for the asking. It was*a war of defence, but 
in a war of defence, when the enemies who threatened our 
peace are conquered, we stretch ourselves more freely in 
the sun. Certainly until France was beaten to her knees, 
and until Russia was rolled howling back far beyond Polish 
territory, the German Empirb could not feel itself safe. 
There were those behind the Nvar party who dreamed 
wilder dreams than these, but I am convinced thc^t for 
the great multitude of the Gerqpian nation this is how war 
presented itself. They wanted to breathe freely. They 
wanted to be free from the Slav Pertl and from the menace 
of the Entente. * The* Emperor did not go to war as a 
proud world conqueror whose plans were laid and whose 
path of glory is shining in the sun. He went to war like 
an irritable and terrified man who has made’urp his trembling 
mind at last and is venturing much on a gigantic hazard. 
He went to war protesting that his enemies had forced war 
upon him, blustering to his people in the language of 
Cromwell and Falstaff rolled into one man. From the 
very first he was in this mood. 

The account which Mr. Frederick Wile, the Berlin 
correspondent of the Daily Mailj gives of »the last days of 
peace does not suggest that “ Germany '' planned, plotted, 
and hungered for this war. Of the fateful Council of War 
at Potsdam on July 29th, he says in The Assault \ 

Its precise details have never leaked out. So much 
I believe can be nere set down w’lth certainty — it was 
not quite S. harmonious council which finally voted 
fo/ war. At the qutset, at any rate, it was^Wvided 
into camps which found themselves in diametrical 
opposition. The “ peace party/' or what was left of 
it, was said, loath as the world is to believe it, to 
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have been headed by the Kaiser himself, Bethmann- 
Hollweg supported his Imperial master’s view that 
war should only be resorted to 'as a last desperate 
emergency. . . . Von Falkenhayn and von Tirpitz 
favoured war. Germany was ready ; her adversaries 

^ were not ; the issue was plain. Von Moltkefwas non- 
^Cv.m43[iittal. He is a Christian Scientist, and otherwise 
pacific by temperament. 

Of the Kaiser’s arrival in Berlin on FViday, July 31st, 
he says ; 

The brass-helmeted War Lord . . . was the per- 
sonification of gravity. . . . He did not seem a happy 
man, nor a tithe so haughty as I always imagined he 
would be In the midst •of war deliriuni. It was an 
unmistakably anxious* Kaiser who entered his capital 
on that afternoon of deathless memory. 

The afternoon of August jst, Tie says — 
passed amid almost insufferable anxiety. Unter 
den Linden and tlfe Lustgarten, the sprawling area 
around the Castle, were choked wfth people tense 
with expectancy. Dread, rather than war fervour, 
inspired them. . It was six o’clock. The doleful 
chimes of •the Cathedral . were summoning the 
people to the service of intercession ordained by 
the Emperor earlier in the day. Solemnity hung over 
the multitude like a pall. Men and women knew 
now that Russia’s answer . . . meant war, not peace. 
They had not long to wait for confirmatory news. 

. . . The deed was done. “ Gentlemen,” the Kaiser 
is said to liave remarked to Moltke, Falkenhayn, 
and the rest of the military clique, after affixing his 
signature to the document which meant not only 
mobilization, but war, “ you will live to regret 
this.” 

He tells the followifig remarkable siory, vouching for its 
truth : ^ * 

T can vouch for the literal accuracy of a hitjierto 
unrecorded piece of ante-bellum history which bears 
out my doubts of the Ksfiser’s immediate responsibility 
for the war, though it does not acquit him of supine 
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acquiescence in, and to that extent abetting, the war 
party*s plot 

On the afternoon of Saturday, August i, 1914, the 
wife of Lieutenant-General Helmuth von Moltke, then 
Chief of the Great German General Staff, paid a visit 
to a certain home in Berlin which shall be namej^s. 
The Frau Ge 7 ieralstabschef was in a state ot<JSvious 
mental excitement. 

Ach, what a day IVe been through, Kinder she 
began. “ My husband came home just before I left. 
Dog-tired, he threw himself on to the couch, a total 
wreck, explaining to me that he had finally accom- 
plished the three days’ hardest work that he had ever 
done in his whole life — he had helpe(i to induce the 
Kaiser to sign the mobilization order ! ” 

Examine the two words dsffensive and offensive, and 
see what you can make of them. Did the British in Egypt 
and South Africa and in the Him*alayas fight offensive or 
defensive wars ? When Lord Roberts went to Kandahar, 
was he conducting a defensive or an offensive campaign? 
When Lord Kitchener set out across the Arabian waste, 
was he fighting a war of offence or defefide ? And when 
Sir Redvers Buller landed in South Africa, was he the 
leader of an offensive or a defensive expedition ? In every 
one of those instances, surely we reply confidently that 
our country was fighting a war of defence. And the 
German Kaiser, believing that the Slav Peril which 
threatened Austria likewise threatened him, believed and 
still believes that he is fighting a war of defence. 

The fury of the war party against this country is not 
difficult to understand, except by those amongst us who 
have persistently upbraided the Government and traduced 
the character of ojir working people. Prussia’s rage 
against Englat\d is the rage of a bafifed and frustrated and 
ruined gambler. The entrance of England ugon the 
battlefield was the end of German hopes. From the first 
moment when our diplomacy made it plain to Berlin that 
we would intervene if she ‘violated the neutrality of 
Belgium, bitterness of the most acrid kind entered the 
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Prussian soul; and when we actually declared war upon 
Germany on August 4th, the storm of ra^e descended upon 
us — a storm such as never before has been known among 
nations. 

And yet Mr. Oliver has the boldness to say in Ordeal 
by "Battle that the Germans only hate us because they 
despisellsH^ I hardly know in all literature a more glaring 
exhibition of prejudice than this statement solemnly made 
by a man who sat down, when the pillars of civilization 
were rocking and when the floor of Europe was drenched 
with blood, to write a book on his fad. Let me quote the 
actual words : 

It is not ^ paradox, but merely a statement of plain 
fact, to say that Germany’s chief griev*ance against 
ourselves was that we were not prepared to withstand 
her attack. Her hatred, w|;iich has caused and still 
causes us so much amazemen^, was founded upon the 
surest of foundations — a want of respect. 

Mark well, that these words were written after battles 
which covered British arms with a glory greater than they 
had ever known — battles in which the soldiers of Britain 
shattered for ever th^ dream of German conquest. Lord 
French, coolly smoking a cigarette* among his incomparable 
soldiers, had held up the massed legions of the greatest 
fighting machine the world has ever known, held them up, 
shattered them again and again, and had finally sent them 
reeling from the coasts of France. The seas of the world 
were swept clear of German commerce : our war vessels and 
the vessels of our mercantile marine went where they would : 
the colonies of Germany were falling into our hands : and 
France was calmly and without haste making her prepara- 
tions for recovery and advance. 

Mr. Oliver falls into the same error as the late Professor 
Cramb — he mistakes tf^e rage ofjealo74.sy for the cold passion 
of contempt “ Everything with man,” says .Frederick the 
Great, iJdepends upon the time when he comes into the 
world. Although I have come too date, I do not regret 
it : I have seen Voltaire. . . Cramb saw that Germany 
had come too late, but he mistook the chagrin and bad 
temper of the late arrival , for the contempt of a superior 
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mind. If you examine the work of von Treitschke you 
will find that his feelings for England are far too hot and 
frenzied for genuine contempt. Contempt may certainly 
be informed with the passion of righteous indignation : 
but authentic contempt does not froth at the mouth, does 
not stam'p its foot, does not gesticulate, and does nc^talk 
nonsense. 

The true nature of Germany’s feeling for this country is 
now manifest. So long as we sought peace we were the 
successful burglar retired from business who desired the 
protection of the police ; but directly we moved our 
mighty fleet and armed 5,000,000 of our free citizens 
we were a brutal tyrant. The contempt for the retired 
burglar was Gimulated ; the fear of the policeman was 
real and genuine. 

Our own militarists exhibit a like inconsistency. 
Professor Cramb, for example, regards Pacifism with a 
fanatical rage. He will not believe that humanity can 
ever escape, or ought to want to dscape, the fatality of war. 
He hugs Bernhardi to his breast because that masculine 
soldier replies to his own question, “ What is Germany?” 
with the answer “It is strife ; it is* war.” And yet we 
read in Germany and England such a phfa‘se as this ; “ The 
first dark roll that announces the coming dreadful storm, 
the coming war.” But why “dreadful”? If Pacifism is 
contemptible, why not say glorious, or delightful, or 
beneficent ? And why, when war comes, and when it is 
accompanied by those horrible excesses and atrocities 
which have ahvays accompanied war, why should our 
militarists be the very first to howl out aigainst the inhu- 
manity of the warrior nation which they have never ceased 
to hold up for our admiration and our model? 

The Germans, we were told, loved that bitter saying 
of Nietzsche’s, “ Man, after all, docs not really desire 
happiness ; only tlie Englishman Hoes that ” — a saying 
which adroitly places the Englishman “ outside the pale 
of humanity altogether.” But directly the EngfTshman, 
growing somewhat weary of these gibes, proceeds to make 
the German nation very unhappy indeed, more unhappy, 
in fact, than they have ever been before, instead of thanking 
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us, instead of expressing gratitude and love to this 
country, the German warriors almost explode with hatred. 
There is no pleasing a militarist. • 

As for England’s alleged supineness, cowardice, and 
degeneracy, the matter does not now call for discussion. 
History will discover at the end of Treitschke’^ works, 
at the"on<d^of Bernhardi’s pamphlets, and at the end of 
poor Professor Cramb’s neurotic lectures, one simple and 
decisive sentence written by the greatest maker of history 
that ever lived : — This is not true, (signed) Thomas Atkins. 

It is one of my fond dreams that just as Charon was 
conducted by Mercury to a place from which he could 
see the world, so some angel of peace may have conducted 
the pale ghosts *of Treitschk^ and Cramb, hand in hand, 
to some convenient place above the River Marne when the 
British soldiers, in a Harmsworth phrase, were kicking 
the finest armies of the Kai.ser ’across three rivers. 

That any man in his senses could solemnly write in 
those amazing days, whefi this country was saving its ally 
on foreign soil, that we were not prepared to withstand 
Germany’s attack, passes my comprehension ; but that he 
should go so far on the road of nightmare and madness as 
to say that Gernisfny — Germany bleeding and bruised and 
broken by our troops, Germany gnashing her teeth with 
rage and anger against us, Germany disillusioned, balked, 
and utterly discomfited because of us — to say that this 
raging, yelling, screaming, and maddened Germany hated 
us because she could not respect us, this is so staggering 
and bewildering that it can only be repeated and preserved 
as a monument o£ monomania. 

I would ask Mr. Oliver and those who share his opinions 
to read what a special correspondent of The Times had 
to say of this matchless British force so late as August 3, 
1916. He says: 

It is almost * a commonplace that our First 
Expeditionary Force was probably the ’finest fighting 
army for its size that the world jever saw. Our gillies 
do — our enemies will — allow so much. Either France 
or Germany, perhaps, riiight have taken the pick of 
all their millions and made another army of the 
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same contemptible dimensions and unconquerable 
spirit, but such another army was not and never 
has been in existence. 

There are those who fear that the splendour of 
the old Army may be forgotten in the majesty of 
the^new. There is no danger of that. The honour 
of the old Army is secure to all time, ^nii^ was 
its example, its precedent and achievement, which 
made it possible for these n^w Armies to be what 
they have proved themselves. 

It was the entrance on the scene of battle of this British 
Expeditionary Force, inaugurated and made by a man 
whom Mr. Oliver insults without a blush, which told the 
Germans, as* nothing else told them at the time except 
the British Navy, that their war of defence was in very 
sober truth a war of defence, and such a defence as would 
try them to the very §Oul. . M. Venizelos is reported to 
have said that Germany was beaten on the Marne, but 
that it would take her two years to realize it. 

Far from despising us, Germany feared us more than 
anything else in the world. Some of her fanatics did 
indeed endeavour to prove in a string of words that we 
were decadent, just as people in this country attempted 
to prove that Germany was dissolute and her army over- 
trained. But the cool heads of Germany judged truly 
that of all the Powers she had to fear England was most 
to be dreaded, and that what her discipline had to meet 
before she could ever dream of world dominion was that 
“ unconquerable British courage which is never so sedate 
and stubborn as towards the close of a doubtful and 
murderous day.” 

The Kaiser’s rage, the rage of tne peace men in 
Germany, the rage of pastors and professors and poli- 
ticians, came from the bitter taunt of the war party, “ We 
told you sol” Germany 410W believes almost to a man 
that King Edward did plah to surround her with enemies 
and , did plan the triple attack against which th'^y knew 
at once that Prussian strength, Prussian courage, and even 
Prussian brutality could notf in the end prevail*^ 

• See Appendix, Note H. 
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Germany, it is probable, would never have risked an 
attack on Russia and France if she had been perfectly 
certain that Britain would fight. She took the risk of 
that attack, believing that Britain was so entangled in 
Irish affairs as to be incompetent of fulfilling her obliga- . 
ti^ns abroad. Because Britain put away the madness of 
civil war and took her place at the side of France, Germany 
believes fhat the supreme end of our foreign policy was 
the destruction of hqf commercial prosperity. 

In the next chapter I shall endeavour to present the 
reader with some idea of the part played by this great 
and steadfast country in a war for the freedom of man- 
kind and the feign of internpational law. Tihat part, mag- 
nificent and glorious as >t is, must not so absorb us that 
we forget the honourable, straightforward, and vigorous 
diplomacy of Great Britain, whjch, still preparing for all 
the chances of war, laboured with clean hands and un- 
flinching soul to preseiwe the peace of the world. Only 
by insisting again and again upon»that historical fact can 
we vindicate the memory of a gentle king and bring the 
better part of Germany to its senses. 
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You imagine that your ^ords must have weight with 
us because you are very rich and have unbounded 
liberty and publicity ; you will find yourselves mistaken, 
and you will be bewildered. Then you may get involved 
in war, and you imagine that you cannot but make war 
well by dint of being so* very rich ; that you will just add 
a penny or two to your income tax^ change none of your 
ways, have claptrap everywhere, as at present . . . 
and thus, at a grand high pressure of expenditure, 
bustle, and excitement, arrive at a happy and triumphant 
result. But authority and victory over people who are 
in earnest means being in earnest oneself, and your 
Philistines are not in earnest ; they have no idea great 
enough to make them so. 


Friendships Garland 
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PARS BRI V^NNICA 

N othing was so remark^^/1e in this country 
during* the first ^ week of August 1914 as the 
quiet dignity and* silent confidence of the British 
nation. The dreadful spirit which had distressed every 
friend of this country at the time of the South African 
War, a spirit which expressed som ''f the most crude and 
offensive emotions of nurnan naU , o^as entirely absent. 
Quietly, soberly, and sternly this great and steadfast people 
settled itself down to fight the world’s fiercest engine of 
War and the world’s greatest menace to individual liberty. 
There was no drunken exaltation and no panic. 

A man who went about England at that time could not 
but be proud of his people. A wonderful dignity clothed 
the whole nation and an almost religious seriousness 
appeared even upon the surface current of its, daily life. 
The hideous pandemonium of class hatred and party 
rancour which had disgraced us for so long ceased At a 
stroke. If the German Emperor could claim that his 
whole nation was at his back, and that from that hour 
forward he knew only Germans, the King of England, had 
he been in boastful mood or had he felt it incumbent upon 
him to state the self-evident, might have said that the 
entire British Empire was of one heart ^nd one mind^ 
B'or a few days this admirable condition of things 
characterized the British nation’s* attitude towarde cala- 
mitous war. The railway^ were taken over by the State ; 
the Royal Navy, so silentlj^ mobilized, held in undisputed 
supremacy the sea-ways . of the world ; the British Expe- 

179 
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‘■ionary Force, withr^ yr $ train of subsidiary services, 

. transported to^# Ace without a check and without a 
■1* Ic Apared machinery of the Royal 

^al Cor^ :was set in motion both here and 
and from every class and community of the 
sprang an innumerable host of people offering their* 
services to the State. Finally ^ lift us up, to strengthen 
and glorify us, to touch our^/ jarts to tears, tlTe distant 
dominions of the Commor//ealth, ^he ruling princes of 
India, and the sorely tried < ieople of Ireland close at our 
door, immediately laid the . ^ word of their manhood at the 
feet of the British soverdgn. Such a spectacle, the most 
impressive in the ''^li/rld's history, made for dignity and 
confidence. The spirit of * the British" Empire was 
vindicated before the eyes of all mankind. 

A change, however, in the spirit of the nation manifested 
itself before this glory of Grieat Britain had struck wonder- 
ment into the soul of^the world. The men amongst us 
who can never be h- ^ /or feel th^t they are truly serving 
the State until the^^Pnave a muck-rake in their hands 
began their evil and depressing work of fault-finding. 
Their first object was to shatter •confidence in the 
Government. Whether they seized an opportunity to pay 
off old political scores, or whether they were genuinely 
shivering in their skins at the thought of Prussian feet on 
their office stairs, we do not know. All we do know for 
certain is that a conspiracy to get rid of the Government 
was set on foot, and began instantly to manifest itself in 
several places. In order to put the nation into the mood 
they desired — a mood of excitement, hysteria, and fussy 
activity — these people struck with all their malignant 
strength at the public confidence. 

Some men who took part in this conspiracy were honest 
and patriotic. They believed that the Liberal party was 
not fitted to conduct a greats European war. They knew 
that there had* been dissensions in the Cabinet about 
goings to war at ail, dissensions which had eventuated in 
certain resignations. There was real excuse for the desire 
of the best of these Unionirts to destroy the Liberal 
Government ; but no excuse at all, either in morals or in 
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political wisdom, for the methods they adopted. In order 
to destroy the Government and to undermine public 
confidence, a campaign of personal slander was set on foot 
directed at some of the most responsible, some of the very 
strongest, and some of the very wisest of the King’s 
ministers. 

In particular, this campaign of caluniny, as humiliating 
as it was treasonable, directed / against the Lord 
Chancellor. Of all m*en in the GoVci nment he was most 
hated by the unreflecting zealots for National Service. 
He had dared to withstand Lord Roberts. He had torn 
the dialectic of these conscriptionists to rags and tatters. 
This was the head and front of his offence. He had been 
most instant in the House .of Lords in his rebuke of Ulster s 
rashness and in his chastisement of revolutionary and 
obstructionist peers. He more than any other (because 
it presented an incomparable opportunity for improving 
education) had removec^the Bill for the Disestablishment 
of the Anglican Church in Wale^ from the spliere of 
ecclesiastical squabbling and set it unassailable and digni- 
fied in the region of high statesmanship. Whenever the 
vigorous, rather ^lap-dash, and not very carefully prepared 
rhetoric of Mr. Lloyd George gave these furious pens of 
the opposition an opportunity for scratching ironical abus’ 
about demagogues and class-hatred, Lord Haldane, tf 
profound scholar and the far-seeing statesman, appear 
upon the scene, and from the eminence of the high 
position in the State revealed Liberalism to 'his feh 
countrymen in its true spirit, as the rational action o^ 
human mind seeking to discover the true method 
improvement and the straight ways of progress. T 
offences, however, might have been forgotten and forg.* 

But who could forgive his exposure of National Ser, 

He was hated by ^he scribes of a political opp(?; 
because he had refused, on j:he advice of the mos* 
soldi'^rs in the country, to take theft* counsel at 
counsel of Lord Roberts in the matter of National ^ 

It is important tp repeal here what I have alre? 
that National Service wasVejected by Lord Hal 
the advice of his military officers. They would n 
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it. To have adopted National Service would have been, 
in their deliberate judgment, to dislocate the military 
machine of this country, to create a dangerous hiatus, and 
to tempt an enemy to attack us in the confusion which 
such a change obviously must have involved. They re-, 
jected National Service, and concentrated all their efforts 
on strengthening the army which a former Government 
had left in a notorioj^^ 'ondition of chaos and weakness. 

Of what followed it is difficult to write without the 
hottest indignation and the most burning shame. The 
Prime Minister, a man of great restraint and almost im- 
movable reserve, declared in August 1914 that if this 
country was prepared for war it was to Lord Haldane 
more than to any other man that it owed that position. 
Lord French had already said of him that he had 
inaugurated and made a njilitary figliting machine and a 
system of national defence such as this country had never 
had before. The Times and the Morning Post had 
offered him, even in the midst of most bitter party war- 
fare, their tributes of praise and gratitude. King Edward 
had trusted him with the greatest of his political ideals. 
He was known as the closest friend of Sir Edward Grey, 
whose host and constant support he had been in those 
’ays of agony which preceded the declaration of war. 
'is character no man had ever dared to assail. His 
votion to his country, for which he had made many 
rifices, was as unquestioned as his scholarship, his 
yrity, and his extraordinary powers of organization, 
utterances on education, on peace, and world-politics 
attracted the attention of enlightened men in every 
itry on both sides of the world. He was the highest 
mbject in the land ; he was a great statesman, a dis- 
ished author ; he had been the Lord Rector of one 
-principal Universities ^nd was Chancellor of another; 
s a personal friend of t,he most able of the Unionist 
s, and one ofnhe few men in contemporary politics 
ood cleanest frofn the mud of party controversy — 
his availed him nothing. 

ipegoat was wanted, an excuse was needed for 
id this man was marked .down for the hue and cry 
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of England’s greatest enemies — her misleaders of the vul- 
garians. He had been in charge of the War Office. He 
had rebuffed Lord Roberts. He had entertained the 
German Emperor in his house. And he had been known 
for years as a devoted disciple, of the highest and noblest 
German literature. Mr. Asquich, apparently, could not be 
shaken ji^t then, much as he was hated ; the public held 
that Sir Edward Grey vras a man of .honour ; but what did 
the public know, what did the pauhc care, what did the 
vulgarians of England know about and care about this 
silent and devoted servant of right reason and the will 
of God ? 

What did it matter that he had been the favourite 
Liberal minister of King Edward ? He ‘had not adver- 
tised the fact, and the public did not know it. What did 
it matter that Lord French had given him such extra- 
ordinary credit? The public has a short memory — other- 
wise how could our leading articles escape derision ? What 
did it matter that he fiad laboured more abundantly and 
achieved infinitely more for education than any other man 
in the country ? As if the public, our great vulgarian 
public, care a jot ^bout education ! 

Then followed the saddest, -the most shameful, and the 
most disquieting incident in contemporary history — th. 
hounding into retirement by a pack of ignorant, unpri 
cipled, and reckless journalists of the one statesman m' 
than any other in the land who had most faithfully fulfi 
King Edward’s trust and saved his country from the 1 
sian horde. In the sight of all men, in the view c 
nations, our allies and our enemies, we suffered this 
man, this great man, and this wise man to be dragged 
the gutter by those who get their bread from the gutfe 

It was actually said, and even while his fighting m 3 
was saving the coasts of France and shattering the G<: 
dream of conquest, that Lord Haldane was an illeg/y 
brother of the Kaiser, that* he had a secret wife f 
many, that he was corresponding with Germans, a 
knowing perfectly well the intention of Germany 
•war, he had deliberately withheld this knowledge 
colleagues in the Cabii\et. Everything base, me 
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and disgraceful was said and hinted about England's Lord 
Chancellor. The papers which had laid laurels at his feet 
two years ago now proceeded to besmirch him with mud. 
The paper which had placarded the towns and cities of this 
great country with its a};)ominable cry, “ To Hell with^ 
Serbia,” began to talk about God and to vilify Lor 3 
Haldane. Even Mr. Oliver, though he could ;iot bring 
himself to such depths as these, was unable to prevent 
himself from wounding sneer. The country was filled 
from end to end with suspicion and dismay. A traitor 
in the Cabinet ! A spy at the very heart of England ! 
For a moment there was wavering and doubt. For a 
pioment the vulgarians wondered if their newspapers 
really spoke the truth. And ‘then it was discovered (O 
marvellous, happy, and God -given chance !) that across a 
London dinner-table, to a guest of his English hostess, a 
German philosopher who loved Hermann Lotze, Lord 
Haldane had once said that because of Lotze he almost 
regarded Germany as his spiritual' home. That was the 
finishing stroke. What* need of further witnesses ? Would 
the vulgarians of England suffer a wretch to sit in the 
Cabinet who regarded Germany as his spiritual home — 
actually as his spiritual home? It was' impossible to 
think so. 

Thus fell the Lord High Chancellor of England, sacri- 
id to the most venomous and unscrupulous journalists 
his country, men of whom Ruskin said that they would 
n the dirty linen of their souls for a bottle of claret ; 
fell our highest and noblest, dragged down by our 
st and our vilest ; and thus in the r»idst of a most 
)us war, which had at the outset touched us to real 
‘tness, and which required above all other things that 
should be resolute and show ourselves resolute to 
1 and foe, we exhibited c^urselves to all mankind as a 
1 of hysterics amenable to government by newspaner 
Ur. I ' . 

have never properly recovered from that blow, 
"orthcliffe, in his recent* travek through France, 
witzerland, and Spain, ‘has sent repeated lamen- 
o The Times that Britain'5 part in the war is not 
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appreciated by foreign nations. He calls for a vigorous 
and skilful propaganda. But it is too late. Only British 
sailors and soldiers can now vindicate our good name. 
The effect of all that deadly and depressing newspaper 
depreciation of this country which marked the outbreak of 
war has sunk too deeply into the mind of foreign nations 
to be uprgoted by verbal advertisement. The fall of so 
strong, so intellectual, so eminent a minister as Lord 
Haldane, a minister who admirably represented the silent 
strength and the unshakeable composure of this great 
nation, was a blow at our reputation from which we shall 
not easily recover. 

It may be well for the enemies of Lord Haldane to 
know how a great man accepts the verdicf of the mob. 
Like another Lord Chancellor who retired in the 
eighteenth century before a .storm of animosity and 
calumny, Lord Haldane turned With affection and almost 
with relief to science and philosophy.^ His conscience was 
clear. He had done his duty. And he must have known 
that but for his tenacity at the War Office the whole 
history of this war would have been different. Un- 
disturbed by “ the malignity of party spirit ” and the 
‘‘ blindness of party prejudice,” uneinbittered by the gross 
ingratitude of his fellow-countrymen, he left the hurly of 
politics for the seclusion of study. 

In December of 1915 he laid the results of his study 
before the Aristotelian Society in the shape of a profoundly 
interesting paper entitled On Progress in Philosophical 
Research, This paper is a wonderful example of reverence 
for truth, patience in research, the widest tolerance, anr 
a scholarship which is almost staggering in its reach. I 
is the work of a philosopher who has followed wit 
discernment the movement of human thought from Fla 
and Aristotle, through Hegel ^nd Schopenhauer, doy^n 
the living men of modern Europe like Be/gson, Brkdle 
and the New Realists. And' that he continues to^* be 
touch with contemporary philosophers during his " 
ment is made evident by the following conclusion . 
preface of an impressive * book on the philoso[ 

‘ See Aj^endix, Note I. 
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Bergson recently published by one of the most emi- 
nent of the younger generation of American meta- 
physicians : 

In conclusion, I desire to place on record my 
sincere gratitude to Viscount Haldane for the ei"^ 
couragement and inspiration which I have received 
from correspondence with him during the course of 
this study. While he is in no way responsible for any 
opinion which finds expression in the work, I never- 
theless feel that the success of my efforts, whatever 
measure of success may perchance have attended 
them, is in no small degree due to him and to the 
sympathetic interest he has manifested in a former 
work of mine. Indeed, apart from a remark made by 
him apropos of the work concerning the inadequacy of 
the Bergsonian point of view and the necessity of sup- 
plementing it by bringing it into harmony with the 
fundamentals of intellectualism, I am not at all sure 
that the present argument would have taken tangible 
shape.^ 

Only to warn his countrymen of the danger of neglect- 
ing education has Lord Haldane forsaken the cleaner 
region of pure truth for the somewhat sordid lists of 
political controversy. Never once has he uttered a 
complaint. Never once has he uttered taunt or rebuke* 
He has borne the ingratitude of the wise as imperturbably 
as the vilification of the ignorant. And to all his 
numerous friends he has only one reply to their question, 

* Why don’t you answer your enemies ? ” — “ Why should 
bother? Truth will prevail. And when my country- 
len want me they will call me.^' 

Such a spirit I find admirable and lofty ; and I would 
ive all those who have been misled as to the character 
‘s nation, and who are sometimes depressed by the 
mt victory on every field of our shouting vulgarians, 
"hat it is thus our greatest and strongest still meet 
islaughts of the •Philistines, Not by death, but by 
nver of his living soul — 

Philosophy of Bergson^ by Professor Watts Cunningham, 
^ans.) 
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He has outsoared the shadow of our night, 

Envy and calumny and hate and pain, 

And that unrest which men miscall delight, 

Can touch him not and torture not again. 

From the contagion of the world’s slow stain 
He is secure. . 

ff • . 

The persecutions of ignorance, the clamour of partisan 
malignity, • the base ingratitude of friendship, these 
adversities are powerless when they assail the soul of one 
whose heart has long teen fixed where true joys are to be 
found. To such a man the vexations of life are no more 
than the perturbations of an ant-heap. He takes the blow 
as he took the crown. Pie pays no more attention to 
slander than b^e did to flattery. The mo^al law within 
and the starry heavens above comfort and inspire him. 
The instant is always the eternal. Here and now is his 
America. And so the man who has known courts and 
who has received all that the world has to give, takes 
down a book from thrj shelf, seats himself beside the 
lamp, and far into the night dwells with those who, like 
himself, passed in life through the veil of appearance to 
the everlasting serenity of the real. From the contagion of 
the world’s slo^^; jtain he is secure. 

I dwell upon this incident for two reasons. First, I 
cannot believe that at any hour of any crisis should a 
man be silent in the face of grave injustice ; and next, 
because in this incident — so glaring and so stark — men 
not yet awake to the immense danger and the inex- 
pressible shame of government by newspaper clamour 
may rouse themcelves, before the searching ordeal which 
awaits us with the declaration of peace, to be free of such 
dominance. It is not a day when we can afford to lower 
the character of our parliamentarians, not a day when we 
can loosely make gublic lifip detestable to all that is 
highest and noblest in our English cultui^, and certainly 
not ^ day when we can put* ourselves? under the rule of 
the vulgarians. There lies our supPemest danger. •It is a 
day when all that^is mosf thoughtful and serious among 
Conservatives must ally itsftlf with all that is freest from 
petty class feeling and sectarian prejudice among Liberals, 
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and with all that is least sectional and most nobly patriotic 
among the Labour party. There is an absolute com- 
munity of feeling ^nd principle in men like Mr. Arthur 
Balfour and Lord Haldane, Lord Robert Cecil and 
Viscount Grey, Mr. Llavd George or Mr. Bonar La^ 
and Mr. Arthur Henderson. And in English journalism — 
to speak only of English journalism — there ar^ men who 
own newspapers and edit newspapers of every shade of 
political opinion to whom morality is a greater thing than 
party, and intelligence a nobler ideal than popularity, men 
who would without one single selfish thought sacrifice 
every partisan interest to secure the welfare and the 
dignity of this nation.^ It is not impossible for us either 
to be great-hearted or rational. All the effort that is 
necessary for us to win salvation is the effort to throw 
off that deadening and destructive influence of the vul- 
garians who at one moment are grovelling in almost 
slavish adulation at the feet of a Kitchener and at the 
next are sharpening the axe for his beheading. Our 
vulgarians, who belong to every class in the community, 
are a grave danger to the country in the days that are 
coming. 

« « 

Soon after the outbreak of war, and soon after the 
feeling of panic to which I have alluded had been spread 
broadcast over the country, a venerable and much-respected 
minister of religion, Dr. F. B. Meyer, called the nation’s 
attention to grave scandals in our public streets. The 
wise words were scarcely out of that noble mouth, a 
mouth which had never uttered anything base or cruel, 
when many of those reckless journalists who had assailed 
the Lord Chancellor fell upon this minister of religion 
with the fury of wolves. The journalism which is never 
more furious than when it li^as virtue to attack and vice to 
defend, rose tq a pitch of the utmo*st frenzy. We were 
invited to regard Dr. Meyer as a vile-minded person who 

took pleasure in seeking out nastiness, who in his thirst for 

« 

* To their credit it should be known that the great newspapers oi 
Scotland and the provinces have haa nothing to do with the rancorous 
crusade against Lord Haldane. 
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notoriety did not scruple to blacken the character of men 
behind whose backs he was sheltering himself from Prussian 
bayonets, and who was one of those very men who had 
done most by his canting namby-pambyism to weaken the 
fibre of British character. 

^'While this storm was raging Upaid a visit to the streets 
about which Dr. Meyer .had complained. The sight was 
not only disgraceful, it was indescribably disgusting. 
Nothing that I had «ver seen in the great capitals of 
the world compared with the orgy of drunkenness and 
lust which met my eyes at every turn in those abominable 
dark streets round the great railway centres of London. 
And it was not only a scene of vice ; it was, as Dr. Meyer 
complained with all his force, a scene of crtme. At the 
station gates was the girl of fifteen or sixteen, pretty, 
innocent-looking, and garish ; in the public-house to 
which she lured the soldier fresh-arrived in London, par- 
ticularly the Colonial soldier with twenty or thirty pounds 
in his pocket-book, was 'the blotchy-faced, half-drunken, 
and entirely diseased woman-thief. An American gentle- 
man, directing the work of a soldiers’ hut in Waterloo 
Bridge Road, told mo that in all his experience of Latin 
cities in South America he had never encountered women 
so abandoned, so flagrant, and so boldly defiant as these 
revolting vampires of London. Under the eyes of the 
civil police, under the eyes of the military police, they 
plied their loathsome business. Dr. Meyer, in my pre- 
sence, asked a constable, very politely, whether it was in 
his instructions to prevent one of these women from lead- 
ing a soldier into^ the back-streets ; the constable replied, 
rudely and as it were threateningly, ‘‘ I don’t know what 
you mean.” On the question being repeated, he gave the 
same answer, and then shouldered his way past Dr. Meyer 
with an expression of impatient anger on his face. A 
provost-sergeant from* Canada, patrolling these streets to 
save as many Canadians as possible, said th*at it well-nigh 
broke* his heart to see young and* healthy boys from 
Canada fall into such^dreadftil hands directly they alighted 
from the train in the home#country. But nothing was 
done. In France we have^ at least one British hospital 
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which is filled only with soldiers who arrive with disease 
from a few days* stay in London ; and here in England 
numerous men, enHsted and drilled to fight our enemies, 
are lying in hospitals created only for venereal diseases. 

In spite of this, the newspapers which would have senj^ 
Serbia to'*hell rather thin lift a finger to help her, trie 
newspapers which drove the clearest thinking minister in 
the British Government out of office, the newspapers which 
first clamoured for and then would have destroyed Lord 
Kitchener, hurled such scorn, abuse, and insult at Dr. 
Meyer as might have got him lynched in the streets. It 
was nothing to them that he is a good man who has 
devoted his whole life to improving our moral standards, 
still less to them, apparently, that his crusade for the bodies 
and souls of men was an economically just as well as a 
morally sound crusade. They would not listen to him. 
Instead of listening, instead of going to see for themselves, 
they denounced him as a squeamish Puritan. 

The charge brought by Dr. 'Meyer which they most 
ridiculed was the charge that our soldiers were drugged by 
these women-thieves. It was pure moonshine, it was 
romantic nonsense, it was just the sort of wild absurdity 
that Dr. Meyer would gloat over and use, if We would let 
him, for the purpose of scaring the great vulgarian mind, 
incidentally advertising himself 

A few people listened to Dr. Meyer. Money was raised, 
the Young Men’s Christian Association provided huts, 
volunteers came forward to work in the huts, and some 
attempt was made to do indirectly work which the mili- 
tary and civil authorities ought to haye done directly. 
But the newspapers of the middle-class mind did nothing 
at all, except to hinder and frustrate and bring to naught 
the minister’s campaign. In the summer of 1916, how- 
ever, a change came over^ these papers. There was no 
apology to Dr. Meyer, no regret fdr abuse and derision, 
but they began to* cry out and clamour for the protection 
of our soldiers from the harlot and the thief, laying their 
chief emphasis on, and making their greatest sensation out 
of, the fact that cocaine was t;sed for drugging our soldiers 
and was even sold to them by the prostitutes of the pave- 
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meats. A sudden enthusiasm for morality characterized 
these newspapers. The night-club and the music-hall 
lounge were denounced as if they had only just come into 
existence ; and the tremendous invective hitherto reserved 
for the palmist and the fortune-teller began at last to fall 
' upon the strumpet and the pin\p. Never once^ so far as 
I <|inow, did any of these newspapers ever lift their voices 
before in Support of a purity crusade. They only dis- 
covered morality in discovering that the harlot added to 
their taxation. 

Let us keep these matters in our mind while we proceed 
to a statement of the great services which this country has 
rendered to the general cause for which our allies and our- 
selves unwillingly but unflinchingly drew the sword. For 
it is well to remind ourselves that behind all the greatness 
of our strength, all the majesty of our power, and all the 
beauty of our self-sacrifice, thdre is ever this shameful 
background of ignorance, violence, self-satisfaction, and 
moral indifference. The^enemy before us we can conquer ; 
but the enemy behind may drag }Js down. And never 
more is this enemy of our own household to be feared than 
when he puts on his» most sanctimonious airs, utters his 
most noisome assurances of patriotism, and linking his 
arm with ours, endeavours to walk abreast of honest 
men. There is only one reply to such insolence and such 
hypocrisy. Tbe just man will say, “ Get thee behind me.** 

When our children’s children come to read of this great 
war they will not hang their heads. They will lift up their 
hearts, and those^ hearts will be full of noble pride and 
generous gratitude. They will see nothing for shame 
and nothing for regret. As they will escape the grief 
and agony of those who mourn, so too they will miss all 
those trivial occasions for fault-finding and all those just 
reasons for powerful criticism which now distract our eyes 
from the magnitude of our achievemer^. *They will see 
only great glory and decisive victory — glory purchased at 
the price of sublime. devotion, and victory gained by the 
most gallant, steadfast, and surpassing exertion of the 
human heart. The names of Asquith and Grey will have 
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for them no smirch from the dust of political controversy : 
Sir John Jellicoe and Sir David Beatty, Lord French and 
Sir Douglas Haig, •will be for them as the names of Drake 
and Nelson, Wellington and Marlborough, for us : and if 
some historian remarl; that what von Roon was to thje^ 
German armies of 1870, 4 great Lord Chancellor of En|[- 
land was to the glorious British Army of 1914, which di^ 
to give civilization an hour in which to draw her breath 
and save the world, they will smile and be glad of this 
romance, knowing naught of our shame and our humiliation. 

To these our children's children one thing above all 
others will stand clear from the record of the great war. 
To them it will appear the most magnificent reason for 
pride and gratefulness that a‘'little island 6f only forty-five 
million people could hold, in a supremacy which its enemies, 
numbering four times its population, dared not challenge, 
the oceans and seas of th*e whole world. It will bewilder 
and astonish them, and move them to the depths of their 
being, that a country so smally and so insignificant in 
numbers, should hold in its hand this ultimate instrument 
of victory. And great will be their wonder when they 
learn that the people who forged this mighty weapon of 
war were a people for the most part wht>‘ lived below the 
line of poverty, who were always struggling to keep head 
above water, who were housed in disgraceful circumstances, 
who were ill-educated and preyed upon by cunning rogues 
who made fortunes out of their ignorance, and who had to 
fight with resolution and threatening before the State would 
give them twelve pounds a year in their decrepitude. 

This will amaze them ; but when tl^ey learn that in 
addition to holding the seas of the world, the Admiralty 
of this little nation rendered services to their allies such 
as never before in the whole history of the world had been 
rendered by one Power to. another, surely their astonish- 
ment will be boundless. 

The time, I suppose, has* not yet come to tell the full 
story of that assistance rendered by Great Britain's'^avy 
to France, Russia, and Italy. -We know in part how our 
submarines threaded the German minefields and appeared 
among the snow and ice of Riga, We know in part 
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how our merchantmen carried food and arms to our friends 
across thousands of miles of ocean. We know in part 
how the audacity and resourcefulness o*f the British Fleet 
met every new and devilish invention of German con- 
trivance which threatened, as well/as our own ability to 
fight, the very life of our allies. ^ But we do nof yet know 
of a certair^ service rendered by the British Navy at Malta 
to the French Fleet ; nor of the service rendered to Italy 
in the Mediterranean tn the form of thousands of vessels. 
These things our children’s children will know ; they will 
be the commonplaces of their history books and the 
inspiration of their national songs ; and wherever they go 
among the nations of the ^world, even ip Germany — 
Germany cleansed, penitent, and born again free of 
Hohenzollern tyranny — men and women will say of them : 
T/iey belong to those who saved, the world. 

Do we, who live during the war, fully realize the part 
which we have played ‘from the very first hour in this 
enormous conflict? Britain’s contribution was by far and 
away the most considerable contribution of all the Allies ; 
and she of all the Allies was most ready for the shock of 
battle. Germany failed in this ^ar because at the outset, 
thanks to one wise man amongst us, Moltkei.sm was met 
by Moltkeism^ Germany and England alone were prepared 
for their part in the war. No other belligerent was pre- 
pared. Swiftness of mobilization in Germany was met 
by swiftness of mobilization in England. And England’s 
/readiness determined the eventual end of this enormous 
struggle. We nniss in the dust raised by petty men in 
degraded controversies the shining glory of the nation, 
Britain held the seas of the world for her allies. Britain 
prevented the enemy fleets either from ravaging the 
coasts of her allies or preying upon their commerce. 
Britain made victory *for the foe impossible#before she had 
actually declared war. Her Pleet was* mobilized. This 
little island said to her threatened* neighbours, “ Look to 
your land frontiers, and forget you have coasts to defend.” 
Her shield was over all peojJle who love freedom. Weeks 
were added to weeks, and.months to months, but no arm 
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was risked from German ports to thrust that shield away. 
Eighteen months and mere went past before the might of 
the German Fleet dared to show itself a few miles away from 
its land batteries; ant’ before the big guns of England 
could speak, that Fleqt, bleeding, broken, and wreathed 
in flames, had steamed lyr ^»ts ports. And all the nations 
knew that the shield of Great Britain still covered the 
world. 

If we had done nothing else our contribution would 
still have been the greatest in the Grand Alliance. To 
keep the immense British Fleet mobilized and cleared 
for action was an effort that called for tremendous sacrifice. 
And we kept it mobilized through the storms of the first 
winter to the summer of the second year, c^nd through the 
winter of the second year to the third August of war. 
This immense achievement, by itself, is something to 
make proud the meanest Briton that ever hunted scape- 
goats in an hour of peril. 

But we did something more. We landed in France 
an army the finest for its size upon which the sun ever 
shone, of veteran soldiers, so gallant and debonair that 
French and British officers seeing it swing through the 
cobbled streets of Boulogne, singing its confident song of 
victory, had tears in their eyes — tears of sheer joy and 
swelling pride. One who watched it go to its glorious 
victory on the Marne, an old officer decorated and dis- 
tinguished, must needs take me in Boulogne to the very 
spot at which he had stood to see that army go by, and 
as he spoke of it his voice broke and he had to turn away 
his face. Men speak of that army as they never speak of 
any other force on all the battlefields of the world. Men 
have thus spoken to me of that army in Norway, in 
Sweden, in Finland, in Russia, in France, and in the 
United States of America. , Danes have told me that they 
see in that armj,’' the force that saved the world. Japanese 
officers have said to me that in Japan they speak of that 
army, as the army which destroyed the German’s "hope 
of victory. All men who have studifid the history of this 
war acknowledge that the tide turned when the British 
Army of 1914 hurled the Germans from the coasts of 
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France. Read what Mr. Belloc says of it, what Mr. 
Buchan says of it, what Sir Arthur Conan Doyle and 
what Professor Pollard say of it — this gJorious army which 
saved the world and which all n^ions, except the foe, 
have taken to their hearts. Hi homely battle-song 
became the possession of the yo/d ; it was sung by the 
French and by the Russians; it went to Italy, and was 
taken up By Japan ; Americans sang it night after night 
at the dinner-tables of the Liisitania ; our kinsmen from 
Canada and Australasia came singing it across the seas ; 
it became the cheerful song of India’s warriors and 
sounded through the streets of Cairo and the bazaars of 
Port Said ; and even the enemies learned to sing it across 
their snowbound trenches, where something stronger than 
winter held them fast. 

This incomparable, matchless, and immortal army, 
inaugurated and made by a statesman since driven out 
of office, was the first contribution of Britain to the land 
struggle. It was shot Hke an arrow from a bow to its 
appointed place on the battlefield.^* It was ready. It was 
prepared. It was equipped to the last detail of efficient 
organization. And while it fought and held the enemy, 
whose prodigioiHs* preparations no one in P'rance or Russia 
had suspected, from its Special Reserve and from the 
Territorial i^^sociations, both the creation of Lord 
Haldane, there went forth a continual stream of men 
without jolt or dislocation to Britain’s mechanism of war. 
And from that hour never has the stream checked or 
faltered. Newspapers clamoured for men and ever more 
men, at a time \yhen we had neither rifles nor clothes to 
give them ; but the stream of men whom we could use 
never once checked until an army of 5,041,000 had volun- 
tarily come to the colours. 

Well might the nation resist^conscription as humiliation, 
and humiliation which could not be jusjtified. If this 
small island group of forty-fivfe million people had secured 
I40,(5oo,ooo square miles of ocean,* and had given* over 
five million soldiers^ to tlfe common cause, of a truth 
might the nation wSll ask, Have we not done our share ? 
And this same nation, let .us remember, had become the 
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manufacturing centre, the market, and the bank of the 
whole alliance. From these shores without ceasing went 
ammunition and supplies of every order to our brave 
friends in France anij Russia. And with these goods 
went also that whichv, was equally urgent, money to, 
continue the fight. provided men, we provided 

stores, we provided munitions, we provided riches. And 
to provide these things the democracy of Great Britain 
toiled from dawn to darkness, men and women alike, the 
men and women of all classes, the whole nation as one 
man — an effort such as the world has never seen. On 
the blackened banks of our great shipbuilding rivers the 
furnaces roared and the steam-riveters clattered by night 
and by day, building the mighftiest battleships ever known, 
the strangest craft that ever sailed the sea, and changing 
merchantmen and great liners as if by magic into ships 
that could serve in the 'struggle against the Central 
Powers. And by night and by day the miners toiled with 
their picks in the depths of the earth ; and by night and 
by day the railvvaymen laboured in the service of the 
State ; and every factory in the land and every foundry in 
the land was filled with men and women making, ever 
making a thousand things,* millions and nffillions of things, 
for the men in the field — our men and the men of our allies. 

But in spite of all this, in spite of feeling that already 
they had done their fair share in the fight, British demo- 
cracy accepted the odious burden of compulsion, and sent 
its last men to the barracks. 

With this tremendous effort, do not let us forget that 
the rich men of the country poured but their wealth 
without stint, that ladies of all degrees turned from their 
leisure to cook and to scrub, and that the children of the 
country brought their pennies to school for the Prince of 
Wales’s Fund, for the Red Cross, for Belgium, for Serbia, 
for France, and for Russia. ’Nor let us forget the gentle- 
ness and beauty of little acts that escaped notice iti the 
thunder of guns and the clash ^of arngiies. From one end 
of the country to the other people gatve up their houses 
and gardens to the wounded, put their carriages and 
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motor-cars at the disposal of the Government, organized 
Voluntary Aid Detachments, organized a socfety for 
scouring the whole country to ge| e^gs for the troops, 
organized societies for sending /rovisions and writing 
letters to our British prisoners in feermany, and began to 
work with their sewing-machines dfnd their knitting-needles 
for the soldiers in the trench. Millions of pounds were 
collected by the Prince of Wales's Fund to provide against 
distress in the first wfnter of the war ; and when the pre- 
dictions of the economists were falsified, and people saw 
that instead of unemployment there was more work than 
hands to do it, the money of the public flowed into the 
coffers of the Red Cross Society. In spite of a heavy 
taxation which pressed ypon everybody, in spite of the 
rise in the price of commodities, money poured into the 
almsdish of charity in such a flpod as the world has never 
seen. The rich were generous and the poor were brave. 
Some lovers of panic ^saw in the cheerfulness of our 
working classes a dangerous elepnent, ascribing their 
cheerfulness to want of imagination. They wished to see 
us gloomy and depressed, walking about with sad faces, 
and shaking ou|; JieaSs over the peril which confronted us. 
A writer in the Round Table for* December 1915 remarked 
on the different moral of the well-to-do and the working 
class. “ Botii;” he said, “ are equally determined to 
pursue the war to a successful end, and both are equally 
ready to make the sacrifices required ; but the temper of 
the working class is distinctly the more buoyant and 
confident of the two.” And he refers us, for an explana- 
tion of this working-class buoyancy, to “ the old English 
feeling that if a difficult job has to be done it is best done 
in good spirits.” This same difference in moral was 
noticeable between the worst newspapers and the troops. 
Newspaper proprietofs earning enormous fortunes behind 
the firing-line were depressed and gloomy ; Thomas 
Atkins, earning his shilling a day jn the midst of shells, 
bullets, and poison-gas, w^ as cheerful as a sarfdboy. 
The soldier believed in “ the old English feeling " ; the 
newspaper proprietor believtd in the prescription of the 
Fat Boy in Pickwick.. The soldier wanted to make 
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Germany’s flesh creep ; the newspaper proprietor to make 
Britannia’s flesh creep\ But, on the whole, we may justly 
say that the great British nation gave itself up to the old 
English feeling, that iAa difficult job has to be done it is 
best done in good spiril^. In good spirits our sailors kept 
their vigil, fn good spirit^ oar soldiers held the foe at bay, 
in good spirits our men and women toiled in the foundries 
and the sheds and the factories, and in good spirits the 
humane people of the country, nSbly led by a high- 
minded King and a virtuous Queen, worked for the cause 
of charity. 

Now, it is unquestionable, and does not need to be 
demonstrated for any person^ of sense, that Great Britain 
is the very heart of the Alliqs’ resistance to German 
aggression. Without us (and they generously say so) our' 
partners in the alliance could not hope to continue the 
struggle. If we had failed, they must have gone down. 
If we had wavered, they must have lost heart. It was on 
the confidence, the honour, and the strength of this country 
that the splen'did valour of France and Russia, and later 
of Italy, absolutely depended for final victory. 

What are we to think, then, we who bg^ed ourselves in 
reverence before the superb heroism and devotion of our 
countrymen — what are we to think of English newspapers 
which so conducted their crusade against tlTc Government 
as to inspire such an utterance as this in a great American 
journal ? — 

A whole system has broken down in England — a 
system of empire, of life, of government. A handful 
of insignificant and selfish politicians, long in control 
of the fortunes of the nation, have managed to keep 
control, despite their failures, which in France would 
have brought them to the lamp-post ; they have 
deceived the British people, and they are continuing 
to deceive the^ British people, and the result is seen in 
Flanders, in Asia,, all over the world, and it is flaming 
in Ireland.^ ^ 

* The writer of this grotesque article compa'ted the spirit of France 
with the spirit of England, very much to the disadvantage of Eng- 
land. Mr. Robert Donald, who sent an admirable reply to the 
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In no single particular is this tru^. No system broke 
down in England, neither a system empire, nor of life, 
nor of government. The old systirru adapted itself im* 
mediately to the new conditic/s. The government 
nationalized the railways, the mercantile marine, the great 
engineering firms of the countjy^and to a very consider- 
able extent the finance of the coantry and the food of the 
people. Without a crisis of any kind, it met the menace 
of the submarine and»the Zeppelin. It organized an army 
of over five million men. It sent munitions, supplies, and 
money to all our allies. It called for sacrifice, and sacrifice 
was forthcoming from every class in the commonwealth 
and from every part of the King’s dominions. Irelancl was 
faithful, India* was faithful, Egypt was * faithful, South 
Africa was faithful ; an7:l (as if they were counties of 
England) Canada, Australasia, and the smallest island in 
the farthest seas which flies tlie flag of England, offered 
their love and their lives in the cause of freedom. 

Could anything mor<? seriously bring home to our minds 
the peril of reckless newspaper pt^ssimism than that in an 
hour which witnessed so unparalleled a demonstration of 
unity and power and resolution as this, a great organ of 
public opinion* fn America should conclude that “ a whole 
system has broken down in England — a system of empire, 
of life, of g(i5iernment ” ? • 

There is one important point to be considered. I find 
that even a man like Lord Rosebery, who, in spite of a 
constitutional pessimism, is mightily proud of the part 

American newsps?t)er, pointed out that no public meetings are held in 
France during the war, and that even the newspaper of an ex-Prime 
Minister of that country, M. Clemenceau's L Homme Enchain^^ is 
constantly printed with the blank spaces of censorship, and was in one 
instance suppressed for eight d^ys. “ If the British Government,” 
Mr. Donald truly say%, “ had adopted the same policy towards the 
British new^pers, the criticisms and attacks* which the Tribune 
editorial reflects or paraphrases would not have been published. 
He argues justly, and proves it up to thebilt, that Engla^idjias upset 
every German calculat^onP /flid he ironically remarks that whoever 
in America may accept this article as a fair criticism of British effort 
and policy, one thing is quit? certain, that the Germans will not 
believe it, 
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played by Great Bri(ain in this world struggle, and who, 
in spite of his dangerous facility in speech-making, is a 
practised writer knowing the full value of words — I find 
that even a man like mis makes use of the term “ unpre- 
paredness ” in speakinV of our country’s position before 
the war. ^ ^ 

The one simple inconvoVertible proof of our innocence 
as war-makers, he argues, is that “ we were vt^holly un- 
prepared for such a struggle.” We were not prepared. 
And why were we not prepared? asks Lord Rosebery. 

In the first place,” he replies, “because our Government 
could not be persuaded of the imminence of the danger. 
But, ‘above all, because democracies never prepare for 
war.” ^ " ( 

This statement, in spite of its logical appearance, is, 
I venture to say, profoundly untrue, and even ridiculously 
untrue. For how can it be said that our democracy did 
not prepare for war when it maintained on its bowed back 
and in the midst of all its deprivations and miseries the 
enormous burden of "the British Navy — the greatest 
weapon of war in the whole history of the world ? How 
can any man dare to say of a democracy which held in 
its iron grip the five gates ,of the world — ^Suez, Gibraltar, 
the Cape of Good Hope, the Straits of Malacca, and the 
English Channel — that it was not prepared for war? 
And how can any man who knows the meaning of words 
say that Great Britain was unprepared for war, when it 
was her instant intervention which flung the whole 
German conspiracy into confusion and threw across her 
conscript phalanx from the ver}^ first the shadow of ruin ? 

I beg the reader’s closest attention to this matter. And 
I beg him also not to think that I am writing as a party 
politician, for I detest party politics, and was as devoted a 
supporter of the Conservative Goveiximent during the 
South African War, as I was of the Liberal Government 
which succeeded it in its- efforts to improve the conditid^ns 
of the nfasses and to resist the pevil of tariff reform. What 
I have to say now is not the argument 'of a partisan, but 
* En^laftcTs Effort^ by Mrs. Jiumphry Ward. 
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the statement which every honest iijquirer who respects 
truth, and who would no more juggle with facts than he 
would pick a pocket, must make aw the conclusion of his 
inquiries into this matter of our /preparations for war. 

Let us begin with the Navy. Rir. Archibald Hurd, an 
unimpeachable witness, says in^the Navjy League Annual 
(191S-16): ^ 

Our sea-power, as represented in modern, first-class 
battleships, was slipping from us when the struggle 
between Japan and Russia opened in 1904. ... Is 
it realized that a period of only seven years separated 
us from a state of naval weakness and cLState of 
naval strength which robbed Germany ^of the spoils of 
victory ? ' 

Reflect upon these wofds. They are the statement 
of one of the ablest authorities on naval affairs in this 


country. What may be the 'politics of Mr. Archibald 
Hurd I do not know, but he writes for the Fortnightly 
Review and the Daily^ Telegraphy neither of which can 
be charged with Liberalism, any* more than they can 
be charged with the violence of the hysteric Press. 
And he makes thesS deliberate statements in the official 


year-book of tfte Navy League, which is an association 
of people who place the security of this country before 
everything In 1904, he says, our sea-power was 

slipping from us. What party was in power in 1904? 
The Conservative party. I am bringing no charge what- 
ever against the Conservative party. Mr. Balfour's 
Government did, indeed, begin a series of important naval 
reforms before jt quitted office. My point is that at a 
time when a Government was in power which enjoys the 
support of those newspaper writers who have calumniated 
Lord Haldane most disgracefully, the first line of Britain's 
defence was not in adequate oVder. Seven years, says Mr 
Hurd, separated us*from a state of nava] weakness and 
a state of naval strength which robbed Germany of the 
spoils of victory. What party was*in power during^ those 
seven years ? The. Liberal party. That is to say, if 
an enemy had strilck in 1904 the British Empire might 
have received at least a staggering blow ; and the British 
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Empire has not staggered, and our allies are absolutely 
secure from defeat, because when Germany did strike, a 
despised Liberal Go^rnment happening to be in power, 
this country was not ii^ a state of naval weakness but in a 
state of naval strength, * 

Mr. Hurd says: “Speaking from the Treasury Bench 
in the House of Commons in the year pre, ceding the 
outbreak of war, Mr. Churchill, turning to his predecessor 
at the Admiralty, Mr. McKenna^ remarked : 

I do not believe that there has been taken in recent 
times any more daring and certainly there has been 
-P.o^.more successful step in naval policy than that 
which was taken by him on the advice of the then 
First Sea Lord (Lord Fisher) in making that great 
advance with the eight ships of the 1909-10 pro- 
gramme and increasing the size and increasing the 
gun-power of the vessels. That was a most bold and 
decisive step ; it was a bi^ step forward ; and it 
has had the result that we have sixteen ships built 
and building, armed with i3*5-in. guns, which will 
be afloat before any ship armed with a weapon of 
similar power is on the water of in possession of any 
other naval Power. ** 

“ Since the beginning of the present struggle, ’’ Mr. 
Hurd continues, “'Ae nation has had goo^ reason to re- 
echo those words. The decision of the Board of 
Admiralty in 1909 may be regarded as the final act which 
condemned Germany to naval inferiority and to impo- 
tence. ... By these steps, in a period of nine years only, 
we built or were in process of building a battle fleet over- 
whelmingly superior to that of Germany, while simul- 
taneously the •p'oreign Office created an international 
atmosphere which enabled us on the outbreak of war to 
defeat Germany’s expectatio^ns and concentrate practically 
all our large ai;moured ships in the vicinity of the North 
Sea." \ ' 

Th&se facts are incontrovertible. In seven years the 
Liberal party rescued the country ‘from a condition of 
naval weakness, put it in a condition which condemned 
Germany to naval inferiority, and impotence, and alsQ 
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created an international atmosphere Jh^hich enabled as to 
lock the second greatest fleet in jme world within its 
harbours. • 

Is it fair to say that England was unprepared for war, 
or that the debiocracy which put the Liberal party in 
power at the end of 1905 jjever prepared* for war? 
Would Admiral von Tirpitz ech^D those words of Lord 
Rosebery ? or would any German politician say that “ we 
were wholly unprepared for such a conflict”? I cannot 
imagine how the pen did not jump out of Lord Rose- 
bery’s hand when he wrote, “ Our exertions have been 
since the war began.” Let him ask our adnyrgJLs^ otir 
shipbuilders, ancj our armament manufacturers what their 
commentary is on this eccentric remark. 

Do not let the reader think that Mr. McKenna’s magni- 
ficent work was the result of. newspaper clamour. The 
same newspapers which still labour under the delusion 
that they appointed Lord Kitchener to the War Office 
(a little shamefacedly now) like to .think that it was they 
who strengthened the British Navy. They had nothing 
whatever to do with the one thing or the other. That 
Lord Kitchener^ should go to the War Office was Lord 
Haldane’s suggestion, a suggestion made at the very 
beginning of the crisis : Mr. Asquith adopted this sug- 
gestion before* the newspapers knew* that war was de- 
clared ; and only Foreign Office anxiety about Lord 
Kitchener’s command in Egypt delayed the appointment 
for a day or two. These things are perfectly well known 
to everybody who has any acquaintance with the history 
of those days^ And in the same way Mr. McKenna’s 
famous programme was a decision between himself and 
Lord Fisher long before newspapers Icnew what was 
doing at the Admiralty. Certain members of the Cabinet 
withstood that pro§jramme ; Mr. McKenna said he must 
resign if it was not accepted ; and the Cabinet accepted 
it. • The Cabinet was not in the least influenced by news- 
paper clamour, but by th^ insistence of Mr. MoKenna, 
and by the suppcyt he received from the Prime Minister 
and the War Secretary. Public clamour had nothing what- 
ever to do with that decision. While the newspapers 



204 the vindication of great BRITAIN 

raged, the very ndj^wspapers, be it noted, whose party 
had left Army and kavy in a condition of weakness, the 
Cabinet was deliberating with no other documents before 
it but the documents of the First Lord of the Admiralty. 
It was on those documents, and on nothiifg else, that the 
Government took its decision. 

Lord Rosebery may rvjply to this statement }:hat he was 
not thinking so much of the Navy as the Army. Let us, 
then, examine our preparations f6r war on land. “ It 
is not,” says Lord Rosebery, “for the army of 150,000 
to scheme war against the army of millions/* What he 
quite m^ans by this I do not understand. If he means 
that^tTie British Expeditionary Force was not a weapon 
to throw against the Germafi Army, without the support 
of the British Navy, or without the support of Russia’s 
millions and France’s millions, I can see some dim reason 
for taking the trouble to put this sentence on paper. But 
since no man in his senses ever conceived that the British 
Expeditionary Force (the British Army, of course, did not 
consist of 150,000 men but of some 700,000 men) should 
go into Germany and try its unaided fortunes with “ the 
army of millions,” I can see neither 'force nor excuse for 
this extraordinary remark. It is a remark which may 
be as comfortably dismissed as the other remark, “ Demo- 
cracies never prepare for war.” 

What are the unassailable facts in this matter ? 

When the Liberal Government took office at the extreme 
end of 1905, our sea-power was slipping from us and our 
Army was in a condition of chaos and weakness. Between 
that date and the autumn of 1914 this saiipe Government 
was able to hold the second greatest navy in the world 
to its harboursf and to strike such a blow at Germany 
on land as shattered her hopes of anything but a drawn 
battle. The Government, then, must have made some 
preparations. is purest moonshine, on^the bare facts 
of the case, to sa;^ that we were “ wholly unprepar/^d.” 
Our preparations by ‘sea, as^ Mr. Hurd tells us, con- 
demned Germany to impotence, ©ur preparations by 
land, as every military observer is agreed, enabled us to 
save Calais and to break the ^German onset. We have 



PARS BRITANNICA 


205 

glanced at what our preparations were by sea, let us 
glance at what our preparations weri by land. 

When Lord Haldane went to the V/ai; Office there was 
no unit larger than a brigade which could have gone to war 
without changing its composition. The utmost confusion 
prevailed. And there was depression in every department. 
No one had thought out a cohering: plan. The Aldershot 
Army Corp*s would have had to be pulled about and 
changed in its composition before it could have taken the 
field. Above everything else, the artillery was in a de- 
plorable condition. Mr. Arnold Forster had armed it 
with a good gun, the 1 8-pounder, but this gun, being a 
quick-firer, entailed much larger ammunition col urfin^*’ chan 
its introducer had provided. •The result wa^ that the men 
with the batteries had to be drawn on to man the essential 
ammunition columns, so depleting the batteries that cer- 
tainly not more than forty-twcf of them, probably less, 
could have been sent into action. Such a condition of 
things will be understood by the veriest layman to stand 
self-condemned. • 

As regards the infantry. Lord Midleton and Lord 
Roberts had abolished the system of enlisting for seven 
years with the coteurs and five v^th the reserve, substitut- 
ing a system of three years with the colours and nine with 
the reserve. Tl^e result was that a large number of men 
refused to sign on after their three years with the colours 
were out, and, in consequence, there was a serious shortage 
in numbers. In order to get drafts for India the War 
Office was compelled to offer bounties on a large scale. 
There were eight battalions of the line, raised specially for 
the South Afric^ War, which had a peace strength of only 
500 instead of 750. The total Regular reserve was only 
80,000, and how the battalions were to be mobilized for war 
nobody seemed to know. And this was not all. The great 
principle introduced by Loud Cardwell, that every battalion 
abroad should be supported by a batfealiSn of the same 
regiffient at home, which in peace-time should train and 
send out drafts to the oversea battalion, had b&n so 
dangerously departed from .that there was great cqnfus^n 
in the whole Army system, with inordinate extras'" crance in 
the matter of transports. * \ 
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As to the cavalry, .this branch of the service was not only 
short of horses, but mere was no workable provision, even 
in mobilization, for,getting the horses it required. Equally 
defective were the arrangements for transport and^ for 
medical service. In short, wherever one loqked the British 
war machipe in 1905, as the writer in the Fortnightly 
Review truly said, was iq k condition of chaos and weak- 
ness — the two very conditions in which an afmy should 
not be. So serious indeed was the condition of the 
British Army in all its branches and departments when 
the Liberal Government took office, that Lord Haldane, 
who must have known that the Fleet was not in a con- 
dition ^bf complete efficiency, saw, not only the wisdom 
and righteousness, but the necessity of striving to improve 
our relations with Germany. 

Lord Haldane, it will be recalled, paid a visit to Berlin 
very soon after he had taken office, and was given many 
opportunities of studying the mechanism of the German war 
machine. It is also known that he was reading up his 
subject with great industry, so much so that the GermaA 
generals he encountered told their Kaiser that the English- 
man knew more about certain militacy matters, even their 
own German war history,:than they did.* Moreover, con- 
vinced that the British generals of the older generation had 
failed to assimilate^^the new ideas which Mpltke had intro- 
duced into military organization, Lord Haldane had taken 
the greatest pains to surround himself with the most 
intelligent officers of the younger generation who had 
learnt the bitter lesson of our war in South Africa. No 
man was ever better coached for his task or in more 
deadly earnest. 

Certain prinr/iples were decided on by the new minister. 
First of all, there must be a complete separation of the 
work of the General Staff, separation of strategy and 
training from administration, such as existed in every 
great army except our own. Secondly, he decided that 
the ba^sis of all organization must be a war basis, n6t a 
peace basis, every unit being prepared to spring into 
ifT\rnediate activity on mobilisation for war. There was 
difficulty at first in putting these principles into action, 
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but the Report of the Royal Con*mission on the Army in 
South Africa disclosed such an appalling state of confusion 
(with the result of gross mismanagement and a good deal 
of dishonesty) that Lord Haldane, who* had to deal with 
this Report in disciplinary fashion, was strengthened in 
his determination to overcome all opposition in applying 
these two principles to his v-^rk of reorganizing the 
British Army. There 'vas a third* principle on which he 
acted almost at once, the principle that a higher organiza- 
tion and a less obsolete method must be found than 
fighting with battalions and brigades. A larger unit was 
essential, and Lord Haldane decided on the great divisiop 
of three brigades, .supplied with its full complefnent' of 
artillery, its divisional cavalry, .its proper transport supply, 
and its own medical service# There was great difficulty in 
forming these divisions in the matter of artillery ; but 
Lord Haldane grappled with that. difficulty and solved it. 
In 1906 a total of 38,725 artillerymen was available on 
mobilization; in 1912, when he left office, this total was 
54,865. He started at the very outskle with 42 batteries, 
and left the Expeditionary Force with 81 immediately 
ready for war. • 

Nor was this aM. In organizing the Territorial Force, 
Lord Haldane organized it on exactly the same pattern 
as the Regular Army. He converted the old field-gun 
into a quick-firer,* producing a gun almost as good as the 
ordinary field-gun of the German Army, and with these 
provided the Territorial Army with over 150 batteries of 
horse and field artillery, in addition to the 81 of the 
Regulars. The result was that during his term of office, 
this man who his actually been accused of reducing the 
artillery of the British Army, not only m^e it a much 
more efficient artillery, not only brought it into a proper 
war organization, but actually ^ave it about four times as 
many batteries as it had possessed before.^ 

In- the important branch of medical* service. Lord 
Halcfene gave to Surgeon-General -Sir Alfred Keogh a 
free hand, and the ^ liveliest sympathy and the^ most 
constant support. •Not onjy was the Regular Arn^ 
* See Appendix, Note J. 
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Medical Service put for the first time on an adequate and 
scidntific footing, but one of the most extraordinarily 
efficient organizations ever known was set up in connec- 
tion with the Territorial Force. The highest surgeons 
and physicians in the land were enrolled a? officers, nurses 
were enlisted in the Territorial Force Nursing Service, and 
women were trained as^ members of Voluntary Aid 
Detachments (Miss Haldane played a great part in this 
work), while a number of very large buildings were marked 
down for general hospitals in the event of war. The 
marvellous hospital of my friend Colonel Bruce-Porter on 
Wandsworth Common, a school for orphan children up 
to the hour of mobilization, a hospital with its staff of 
eminent surget)ns, physicians, anaesthetists, X-ray special- 
ists, and nurses, a hospital with all the latest modern 
equipment for thousands of wounded men, was mobilized 
for war in a few days after the outbreak of hostilities.^ 
During 31 months of the South African War, in an 
army of only 250,000 men there were 8,020 cases of 
enteric fever. In this* war, up to April 22, 1916, among* 
1,250,000 men the cases of enteric fever numbered 162. 
This is what Sir Alfred Keogh has^to say on the subject 
of sanitation, and how sanitation in the Army was brought 
to its present position of perfect efficiency : 

The primary function of the Royal Army Medical 
Corps is the maintenance of the strength of armies in 
the field through prevention of disease. No other 
consideration is of equal magnitude or importance. 
Lord Herbert knew this. Farkes was the protagonist 
of the principle. Modern science by its discoveries 
has affirmed it over and over again, ‘ Yet, though its 
acceptance as a cardinal principle of administration 
meant bayonets and money, it was not until the 
advent of Lord Haldane that the triumph of Army 
sanitation zaas complete. Then »^began that study of/ 
technical problems of field sanitation which has meant 
so much ; then, 'too, through systematic courts of 
ikstruction given to combatant officers and men, the 

On the staff of this hospital ^re Sir Alfred Pearce Gould, Sir 
John Bland Sutton, and Mr. Richard Cruise. 
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Army generally became aware that practical measures 
for disease prevention rested on a sound basis. 

Read this tribute of a brilliant man of science and a 
master of organization in conjunction with the tribute of a 
great combatant soldier like Lord French, and ask yourself 
what men mean, what they can^possibly mean,<»when they 
speak of British unpreparedness for war. 

There is another matter to be mentioned. Lord 
Haldane did away with the old piecemeal manoeuvres, 
and instituted annual manoeuvres on a large scale and 
as far as possible under war conditions. He took a 
census of all the horses in the United Kingcjom, arfd*’ 
obtained powers from Parliament to requisition those 
which were suitable for war.* For the first time British 
cavalry was fully provided with horses and with reserves 
of horses. 

Then we must not forget th’at it was Lord Haldane 
who converted the old-fashioned, home-service Militia, 
which was not at all in sT good mood after the experience 
of the South African War, into the* Special Reserve be- 
longing to the first line, organizing large third battalions 
behind each pair of Regulars, to itrain drafts and be 
stationed for gafnson purposes in time of war. 

Above all, we must not forget the abolition of the old 
Volunteer Force,»and the creation of the-fTerritorial Army, 
which in every material respect resembled the first-line 
army in organization. Rifles, field-guns, and heavy guns 
were provided for this force, with a surplus of something 
like 160,000 rifles in case of emergency. 

The result of all these reforms, begun in 1906 and com- 
pleted in 1912, tv^as that behind the Regular Force of six 
divisions and the Regular cavalry organizatic^, there was a 
second-line army of 14 great divisions and 14 yeomanry 
brigades. At the beginning of the war this country was 
able to mobilize 20 cfivisions with their artillery, cavalry, 
medical, and transport service complete,* the equivalent of 
ten Army Corps. And the ^mobilization of this imipense 
force took place without a hitch. The Territorial Army, 
numbering 313,000 *men, wore at that moment 50,0OT 
short, but officers and mea whq had passed through its 
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training immediately rejoined, and within a few days the 
whole force was at complete strength, while in a short 
time it doubled iteelf. 

These things concerned the United Kingdom. But 
Lord Haldane’s energy and enthusiasm travelled beyond 
these islands. A year after he took office (1907) there was 
a Conference of the Colonial Prime Ministers in London, 
and to these important men Lord Haldane unfolded his 
scheme and invited their co-operation. So persuasive was 
that speech, and so admirable the scheme it unfolded, that 
General Botha proposed, and Sir Wilfrid Laurier seconded, 
’a njotion that the speech made to them by Lord Haldane, 
with the scheme of an Imperial General Staff, should be 
published throughout the British Commonwealth. This 
scheme came into being, and Fater on an Inspector of the 
Overseas Force was appointed — first Sir John French, and 
then Sir Ian Hamilton'— who visited Canada, Australia, 
New Zealand, and elsewhere, inspecting and reporting 
upon the new organization. When war broke out this 
admirable scheme which Lord Haldane brought into exist- 
ence enabled the forces of the great dominions to be fitted 
into the divisional organization of the British Army with- 
out dislocation or confusion of the smallest kind. 

One of the most significant and useful reforms of Lord 
Haldane which has escaped general attention concerned 
the training of officers. He arranged with the London 
School of Economics to train a number of officers in 
business administration, railway organization, accounting, 
preparation of contracts, and other matters essential to the 
efficient working of a military machine. And in order to 
get officers, he went round with Sir Archibald Murray of 
the General otaff (now distinguishing himself in Egypt) 
and addressed meetings at the Universities on the subject 
of the Officers’ Training Corps. He also called together 
the head masters of the Public Schodls, and arranged with 
them to take a 'certain number of boys for Sandhurst 
withc^'t examination* simply on the recommendation of 
the head masters. The woric at the Universities gave the 
British Army at the beginning of wa!r 24,000 young men 
of excellent physique and intelligence who joined as 
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officers; and the work among the Public Schools kept 
Sandhurst well filled with the best material for officers 
that the country could supply. * 

When Lord Haldane went to the Woolsack in 1912, 
T/te Times statdd with perfect truth that “during the past 
sfx years the immediate readiness of the Expeditionary 
Force for overseas action has feepn the primary objective 
of the General Staff and of the War Office Administration, 
and the restored feelmg* of self confidence that prevails in the 
Army is the best evidence of the success of the efforts made in 
this direction!' The words which I have put into italics 
are the end of the whole matter. Lord Haldane not oni^r- 
“ inaugurated and made a military fighting ^machine and a 
system of national defence siith as this country never had 
before,” but he gave back'to the British Army that which 
all the muddling and tinkering of other reformers, both 
niilitary and political, had failed to restore — its self- 
cTonfidence. 

When a man like Ltrd French says of this great 
minister, in the midst of war, and a year after the 
minister’s hounding into retirement, that the country owes 
him a great debt, nedd we stop to argue with those who 
say that he reduced here and muddled there and that we 
were in consequence unprepared for war ? These are the 
words of Lord li^ench spoken at Cambr,fdge in the month 
of July 1916 : 

It was reserved for Lord Haldane to bring them 
(the Volunteers) to the zenith of their reputation and 
value. The nation is indeed deeply indebted to the 
determined energy, skill, and foresight of that great 
and distingfiished statesman. It was Ije who saw the 
real use to which they might be turned, and the 
general result was that, although remaining volunteers, 
they were formed into that great Territorial Army 
. . . the conception of which was surely one of the 
greatest strokes of genius any* statesman ever 
exhibited. ^ ^ 

These are great words, and*they proceed from an halted 
source; but for myself I al8io.st prefer the words of 
writer ia The Times newspaper \Jie restored the self confix 
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dmce of the British Army. It is in this phrase that you 
have the best answer to all the detractions of Lord 
Haldane, and the explanation of that almost laughing joy 
which has animated the whole of the British Army in its 
fight with the conscripts of Germany. o 

My argument is thaV djreat Britain was prepared for 
war, better prepared than any of her gallant allies, and 
that it was her preparations which made her entrance into 
the quarrel fatal to German ambitions. I contend that 
just as the immortal French Army before Verdun gave 
•our, new British armies time to organize themselves for 
the fight on the Somme, so our immortal British Army of 
1914, in first breaking the ‘main onset of the German 
Army, and then in holding the coasts of France, gave the 
Republic time to marshal its forces and revise its strategy 
for the whole struggle from the English Channel to the 
Vosges. The battle of the Marne, as Professor Pollard 
says, was the decisive battle of thd war ; “it saved France,, 
and indirectly it saved Russia, too, from a concentrated 
attack in 1915 which might have carried the German and 
Austrian armies to Petrograd and Moscow.” And the 
battle of the Marne followed the battle bf^Mons and pre- 
ceded the great sweep to the Aisne. 

Mr. Oliver says^hat we only occupied’^ thirty miles on 
the whole front ; yes, but why does he not say that they 
are thirty miles of imperishable glory, thirty miles which 
took the spear-head of the German thrust and broke it on 
the bleeding breast of British valour? Only thirty miles, 
but not a yard of those thirty miles which is not sacred 
evermore, and proudly sacred, to every mafi and woman in 
the British commonwealth. Only thirty miles, but the 
grave of German ambition., Only thirty miles, but there 
was wrought the salvation of Europe. 

How sad a thing it is, how sad ancl disquieting, that it 
should be necessary for any man to insist upon the decisive 
part p^yed by the British Army of 1914. But so insidi- 
ously and industriously and recklessly have the detractors 
ot^ngland done their work that there is not, I suppose, 
one man in a hundred amqngst^us who would not say with 



PARS BRITANNICA 




Lord Rosebery that this country was unprepared for war 
and that all our efforts canr^e after the declaration of war. 
Let me, then, summoning a hostile witness, remind my 
countrymen that the British Army of August 1914 saved 
the world. • 

What are the true facts of tjiis matter? Lean prove, 
even from ^ publication issued t^y the house of Harms- 
worth, and called T/ze Standard History of the AlUEurope 
Conflict, fhat if our gkllant allies had been as well pre- 
pared as Great Britain this war, which began in August 
1914, might have ended in six weeks with the total 
destruction of the German armies. I can provq, too, antP 
our chivalrous aljies will be the first to admit it, that the 
big guns of the ’British ArmJ^ saved the hosts of France, 
who were entirely without l)ig guns. And I can prove that 
the British Army of 1914 not only entered upon this war 
with big guns, but that from the Very first its airmen, who 
worked for the French as well as for ourselves, held 
complete mastery over the Germaijs. 

The reader will remember that soon after mobilization 
the British Expeditionary Force was rushed up to Mons. 
He will also remember, for it is surely unforgettable, that 
at Mons the gallant soldiers of this country met, held, and 
shattered a tremendous drive of the German legions. He 
will then recoiled that this British Army fell back, fighting 
actions which all the way delayed the Germans, as far 
as the Marne, close to the French capital. He will then 
recall that the British Army suddenly leapt up, sweeping 
the Germans before it as far as the Aisne. All this was 
the work of a month. Now let us see, calling our hostile 
witness, how ^hese actions of the British Army were 
related to the actions of our gallant and chivalrous friends 
in whose country we were fighting. I quote from The 
Great War : The Standard History of the All-Europe 
Conflict (Parts 17, i^, 19, 22, 24): • 

^ In the first great battle, that raged from Mons and 
Lille in the east {sic^ tc^ the Moselle and the ^osges 
in the west 'France had to pay a heavy prrbc for 
the dreams 01 some orf* her peace-loving ministe*is, 
who, bent on social feforgis, had grudged the cost 
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of highly efficient preparations for a vast war. It 
was a generous mistake.^ 

• 

We were prepared to teach the Germans that good 
marksmanship, a magazine rifle, and a cool, steady 
eye could break any Zulu-like charge, even when 
guns had failed to, stay it . . . “Mark your man!'’ 
Our soldiers marked him, in tens, in hundreds, and 
when the range was three hundred yards they marked 
him in thousands, in tens of thousands. Nothing 
living could stand against the deadly, scientific rapid 
V fire poured out from the British trenches. The 
Germans .who remained upright looked about them 
like men dazed ; then, 'screaming with terror, turned 
and fled. . . . The first historic battle against the 
Prussian . . . was going the way that Crecy and 
Agincourt had gone. 

The writer tells us that the German gunners “ wefe 
not so good as ours ” ; that the German infantry was 
“ helpless ” ; that our cavalry had the German cavalry 
“ at their mercy ” ; and that in aerial warfare “ the same 
personal ascendancy of the Briton ‘over the Teuton was 
quickly gained.” Not badly then did* 'Lord Haldane’s 
fighting machine expose to Germany its criminal “un- 
preparedness.” "P he writer proceeds : 

While the British Expeditionary Force was 
gallantly beating back one hundred thousand German 
troops at Mons , , . thmgs zuere going badly every- 
zvhere else on the northern front of the Allies, . . . 

In spite of the delay to part of the German forces 
at Liege, , France had not been able to carry out her 
mobilization with the effectiveness and completeness 
that marked the aggressive Teutonic effort. . . , 
Still more unhappy was the P'rench army that was 
working more northward along' the Meuse, between 
Dinant and *M(l'zicres. It was thrown back t9 the 
r^vor. ... It was mainly this disaster at Givet which 

treatment meted out to Lord Haldar'e, who did provide big 
^ans and who did give us a perfect and swiftly mobilized army, was 
not generous. ^ 
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determined the retreat of the rest of the allied 
line. . . . 

In the meantime the large French force of 200,000 
men at Charleroi had already lost the command of 
the Sambje between Charleroi and Namur . • . the 
men of Ij^e Fifth French Army were in no position to 
help their British friends At Mons. They could not 
even Attempt any combinec/ action. . . . 

Such was the disastrous condition of things on the 
right of the British force that was holding Mons. . . . 
On the left of our troops matters were growing even 
worse. ... To General D’Amade had been entrust^ 
the defence of Northern France from LiHe to 'the 
sea-coast. .*. . He was aow at Arras, \vith only some 
French Territorials within call. The French Terri- 
torial is not a young, active volunteer like the British 
Territorial, but an oldish ‘man who has passed out 
of the first-line troops. . . . Many of them were 
fathers of families,*suddenly called from office, shop, 
and workshop to the colourj. Their march tired 
them. . . . 

Since Sir John Moore marclied through Spain . . . 
no British •c*ommander had had to conduct a retreat 
in such difficulties as faced Sir John French on the 
Franco-Bel^ian frontier in the last week of August 
1914. Indeed, the later achievement of British arms 
is even more glorious than the early feat at Corunna. 

After describing the beginning of the great retreat 
of the British with both their flanks exposed, the standard 
historian tells •us that “the incomparable marksmanship 
of the British infantrymen '' saved the sitilation ; and that 
with the British were “the ]pest men with a bayonet to 
be found in the world.” He then tells us that the 
“ hammer-head of tke Gej'inaii host, fashioned to deliver the 
blow shattering the British Army and ruining the entire 
French offensive, was able ... to* mass the tremendous 
fire of a thousand ^uns ^fgainst the British leiKwing." 
Then we come t& the description of a battle and TMfad : 

The total losses of {he enemy were literally stagg^r- 

» 
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ihg. They certainly staggered the attacking army. 

. . . After our men sent their wounded on by train 
to Guise, and then withdrew southward towards Was- 
signy, the Gerrnan gunners went on shelling Landrecies 
for hours. The Germans were afraid to enter. The 
nerve of their infantry was broken. 

How diffiSrent was it with our men, ringed rounds by the 
Germans ! ^ 

With bullet and bayonet they broke through and 
swept aside the host that barred their southern road, 
and their gunners cleared the way in front of them 
with fanning-out salvos of shrapnel fire. One eye- 
‘witness remarks that the Germans in turn might have 
been ringed with flame and steel if the French reserves 
had been able to arrive sooner. 

And finally : 

All risk of disaster to the retiring yet invincible 
Britons was averted. The supreme test had corner 
and the men of our race had v risen to the heights of 
heroism of our fa*efathers. They had saved us from 
disaster and shielded France. . . . While the British 
Expeditionary Force was holding back the great 
enveloping movement of the main- German Army, 
and then saving itself and the Fifth and Fourth 
French Armies from an overwhelming outflanking 
attack, the northern forces of France were fighting 
their way southward. 

Whether Lord Rosebery will still say, after reading 
these words, that we were unprepared for war, and 
whether Mr. Oliver will still speak patronizingly of the 
thirty miles of British front, I cannot say j but I do not 
believe that a 'single unprejudiced mind, reading these 
words, which ought to recall and quicken a thousand 
splendid memories, will say that I exaggerate my case 
when I protest that literally and beyond all possible 
question the British Army of August 1914 saved Europe 
from a German victory. And if this be true, what m‘kd- 
ness tc^^eak lightly of our urrpreparpdness, or slightingly 
of oi^r thirty miles of front ! 

^s Lord Rosebery aware, and is Mr. Oliver aware, that 
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France was entirely without heavy guns, and that the 
British Expeditionary Force, which they say was unpre- 
pared for this war, saved French arrpies by the use of 
heavy guns with which it had been equipped from the 
very first? I f^ they are not aware of these things they 
ought not to speak on the subject ; and if aware of them, 
they ought not to say what they have said, for it darkens 
the glory oT British arms and is nbt the truth. 

Let the standard Jiistorian continue to enlighten us. 
He is now speaking of the end of the great retirement 
and the beginning of the great advance : 

The French in their artillery had sacrificed po^i^ 
to mobility. Their light quick-firing gun was alrfiost 
as handy as a maxim* . . . But in* siege warfare, 
against long-range howitzers, it could make no pro- 
gress. ... It was the fault of the French Ministry 
for War of more than a decade before, but they had 
^ niade a mistake in neglecting the change which the 
progress of motor-t^raction had produced in the con- 
ditions of so moving heavy guns and heavy howitzers 
as not to slacken the march of an army. 

The German rearguard was not thrown back from 
the Ourcq ntntil some heavj’ guns of the British Army 
were brought up from Meaux to shell the enemy's 
artillery portions, . . . One of the things that made 
our comparatively small Expeditionary Force so 
useful to our allies was that — taught by our expe- 
rience in the South African campaign ... we had 
a proportion of fairly heavy batteries in our field 
artillery. 

He then comes to the battle of the Marne, ^ and says : 

In this battle, where millions of *men rocked for 
ten days in unceasing conflict, a hundred thousand 
British soldiers played a strangely decisive part — out 
of all proportion to the smallness of their numbers. 
. . . The splendid fighting qualities* of the British 
* • 

‘ “Th« great crisis of the war passed when the battle of %Jie Marne 
was won, and by the jjicfof November the violent attempts i^each 
Calais had failed. . . .” (Lord Sydenham, in The Timcs^ Augtist 4, 
1916). . 
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soldier consummated the success. The result was 
that the Crown Prince and the Kaiser, while pre- 
paring for their great immortal triumph, were sud- 
denly transformed into fugitives. It was French’s 
“ contemptible little army,” still unexterminated, 
which was the immediate instrument in bringing 
suddenly to dust and bitterness the towering, glorious 
hopes of the War-maker of the World.' . . . The 
British soldier walked over »what had been the 
Kaiser’s best army ; he kicked it across three rivers 
— the Grand Morin, the Petit Morin, and the 
Marne — and then chased it as it tore away in pre- 
cipitate flight. ... In numbers the British Expe- 
ditionary Force had nat increased since its great 
battles in Belgium . . . but all its losses had been 
made good by fresh drafts. . . . 

This completed the" British victory. How impor- 
tant it was to the general scheme of operation^' 
planned by the French Ccmmander-in-Chief, may 
be judged from/» the fact that the Sixth French 
Army, at the time our forces crossed the Marne, 
was still heavily engaged to the west of the Ourcq 
River. The great German armament still swept all 
the main approaches against Kluck’s lines of retreat 
. . . and it was appare7ttly 07ily with Jhe help of some 
of our heavy ^batteries that the passage of the Ourcq 
was at last forced. 

And it is the same thing at the crowning glory of the 
Aisne : 

Even the heavy German field-guns could not keep 
back the British force. For our men «.lso hadl heavy 
guns and howitzer batteries, and in the two recognized 
actions . . . the Gern^ans lost about 48 guns- as 
well as some 4,000 men. 

If the French were not prepared for ‘a battle of big guns, 
they were also hot ‘prepared against the German system 
of espionage : 

ySbme of the chief quarrfes nea^ Soissons had been 
♦t^ecially worked by German firms peace-time . . . 
' positions had been prepared and evevy yard of the 
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plateau carefully marked out for artiller)/. . . . 
Employees in these German businesses — some of 
them Frenchmen of a scoundrehy sort . . . — were 
scctltered about the country south of the Aisne River, 
and provided with secret underground telephone 
communications. 

It was not a battle of man against mail It was a 
one-si 3 ed contest between^ 80,000 young British 
athletes and a • gigantic, systematized, and long- 
prepared machine of war . . . with 140,000 riflemen, 
gunners, and cavalrymen behind it. It would have 
been no disparagement of the courage of our soldi^qrs 
had they failed to force the passage of -the Aisne 
against sudi an array f)f machinery *0! death. Just 
on the British right •the Turcos, who are among the 
most fearless souls with mortal breath, were driven 
back to the of Berry-au-Bac. And further west- 
ward, in the more level land around Rheims, the 
German guns blew the Fifth French Army from a 
very important hill position. . On the British left 
the Sixth French Army was, for a time, held up south 
of Soissons, until our artillery cleared the way for 
them, and* ’it was hurled back to the river, often 
almost reaching the plateau. 

But despite the terrible disadvantages under which 
they attacked, the British troops rfct only crossed the 
valley of death, but seized and held a commanding 
position on the plateau of Soissons. . . . Over the 
difficult high wooded ridge between the Vesle and 
the Aisne the beaten German forces were driven by 
the Briti^ horsemen. 

Surely I need quote no more from The Standard History 
of the All-Europe Conflict^ i.^ued with the imprimatur of 
Lord Northclifle and edited by a notable writer on the 
staff of the Daily Mail, Mr. H. W. Wilson. 


\Ve know, ot course, that the* decisiv^e battle of the 
Marne was won /by the Inagnificent strategy 5 f Joffre, 
by Foch, and t^^e fine valour of French manhoooS We 
know that France pf the Marne was the saftie 
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uncohquerable France which stirred the admiration of 
the whole world at Verdun. It is the very top of 
exaggeration to say that Britain won this decisive battle. 
To France, fighting for her very life, belongs the imperish- 
able glory of the victory which saved her^ But this will 
be said by every historian of that battle, French or British, 
that Franofe was helped, aoid helped decisively, in getting 
her glorious victory ovtr the German hosts by a little 
army from Britain which held with a high courage and 
an unbreakable will thirty vital miles of that vital 
battlefront. 

People who have been depressed by the pessimists 
"Juring the long and trying period of trench warfare will 
perhaps rub their eyes on Beading that ' the unprepared 
and neglected British Army at the beginning of the war 
went about kicking the Kaiser’s best army across rivers, 
making His Imperial Majesty’s infantrymen run screaming 
for their lives, outshooting German gunners, outflyinf 
German airmen, scattering German cavalry, and lending 
its heavy batteries to^ the aid of the French, who were 
entirely without heavy guns. 

Such, however, was indeed the achievement of the 
British Expeditionary Force, the war machine inaugurated 
and made by Lord Haldane, of whom quite recently one 
of the London newspapers, published bytthe same house 
as published the l^istory from which I have quoted, has 
spoken in the following elegant fashion: ‘‘ The results of 
his policy a7^e written in British blood on the battlefields of 
three continents : 

From such a man we want to hear no word on any 
subject whatever. One is staggered 'Indeed by the 
impertinende of a politician who, having done his 
utmost — only too successfully — to prevent due pre- 
paration for the present war, seeks to advise us con- 
cerning our preparedness for the commercial war 
which is t6 follow. Whatever wc doy we shall not 

2 ’ war on Loj’d Haldafids lines. 

hether Lord Haldaiie remaii^s in England or 
ces himself to that “ spiritual htime ” which he has 
' never disowned concerns us but little, Bu*: if he elects to 
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Stay here, let him hold his tongue. In common defcency 
let him remain silent and forbear to insult with his 
pompous ‘orations the nation which he has misled.^ 
Is it not inconceivable that from the same house two 
such voices should proceed? And is it not still more 
inconceivable that these insolent and unpardonable words 
should be addressed by journaiists of whom hobody has 
ever heard*to a man who restored the self-confidence of 
the British Army (shattered by the political party sup- 
ported by this very newspaper) and to whom the best 
military judge in the country has told us we are deeply 
in debt? ^ 

Let it be remembered that while the battle of the Marne 
was a decisive battle, the gl®ry of which belongs mainly 
to the French, that decisive battle would never have taken 
place if the British Army during the retreat from Mons 
had failed to hold^back “ the great enveloping movement 
of the main G^man Army.’^ On that famous retreat 
British arms saved the world. If Britain had failed then, 
nothing could have stopped the tGerman Army from 
reaching Paris and seizing the French coasts. 

• 

The truth of whole matter, has been excellently put 
by Mr. Winston Churchill in a recent article published in 
the Sunday Pictorial, which seems to have some connec- 
tion with the house of Harmsworth. ^He said that the 
British Army went to France according to what might be 
called the Haldane plan ; and proceeded : 

Everything in that minister’s eight-year tenure of 
the War Office had led up to this and had been sacri- 
ficed for this. To place an army of four or six 
infantry divisions, thoroughly equipped, and with 
their necessary cavalry, ,on the left of the French 
line within twelve or fourteen days of the order to 
mobilize, and t^ guard the home island meanwhile by 
the fourteen Territorial divisions •he* had organized, 

* was the scheme upon which, aided by Field-Marshals 
Nicholson anc^ Frenclf, he had concentratea *all his 
efforts and s^ted resources. 

Evening 12 , 1916 , ^ 
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It was a modest plan ; but it was a practical plan ; 
it was consistently ptirsued and laboriously and 
minutely studied. It represented, approximately, the 
maximum war effort that the voluntary system would 
yield, applied in the most effective and daring manner 
to the decisive spot It commanded the assent of 
almost' all the leadicQg generals. When the hour 
struck it worked \ldth perfect precision ' and punc- 
tuality. There was nothing to argue about, nothing 
to haggle over. The French knew exactly what they 
were going to get, if Great Britain decided to come 
^ in, and exactly when and where they were going to 
get if. ... 

The PTeTich judged the value of any help we could 
give entirely by when it could arrive ! If on that 
August 4th they had been given the choice of 
100,000 British soldiefs in a fortrpght or 500,000 in 
six months, or 1,000,000 in a year, "they would uiT- 
questionably have replied, “oWhat have six months 
hence to do with »us ? We have got to live through 
six weeks.'’ 

I need say no more. The only blot on England’s 
escutcheon in this war of many nations isr'trhat she allowed 
a few noisy journalists to drive out of office the one man 
who more than any other, save Lord Fisher, had pre- 
pared her to fighT with honour and with power. 

When the mischief-makers, detested by King Edward, 
are busy on other matters, when the hysterics, no longer 
shivering for their skins, have recovered their composure 
and their manners, and when the hearts of our disturbed, 
depressed, misguided vulgarians are again impatient of 
Sir Benjamin Backbiter, and in a mood to laugh at 
Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar, we shall see with clear eyes 
that Britain played for her size by far the greatest and 
infinitely the most* decisive part in the world’s fight for 
liberty ^nd law. We shall see, to begin with, that 'she 
fulfilled? to the letter all her ehgagemeints ; that her Fleet 
helct^W seas, and that a greater forcdithan France ever 
expected her to send was landed on Frend\ coasts with a 
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swiftness and a completeness of detail that astonished 
mankind. And we shall see that these little islands, 
having given this Fleet and this incomparable Army to 
the common cause, proceeded, without serious interruption 
of her normal life, to lend millions of pounds to her allies 
and her coloni^, and also to supply her allies with 
munitions and stores. ^ And shall see that, finding 
these thing? not sufficient, she called to her manhood, and 
that over five million c*f her manhood answered ; and .that 
she called to her masters and men, and in a few months, 
without chaos or disorder, this democratic country devoted 
to industry and peace was turned into a vast arsenal. ^ 
These things we shall see with clear eyes and surely with 
proud eyes. We shall see that mistakes \Vere made here 
and there, but no mistake comparable to the awful 
blunders of Germany ; and we shall see that a few 
hundred thousand men were a little slow in coming to 
the colours, and ^at a few hundred thousand workmen 
were selfish and lazy aad ignorant at the beginning of 
this revolution in our national, life > but all these things 
will appear as dust on the highway in comparison with the 
swift uprising of the» British commonwealth to do more 
than it had promised, more thc^ its allies expected it to 
do, and more than any other country in the world has 
ever done before* 

Some men, looking back to the yecA's behind us, will 
perhaps see a curious coincidence in the fact that two of 
Xing Edward’s most trusted friends, Lord Fisher at the 
Admiralty and Lord Haldane at the War Office, were 
diligently rescuing the British Navy and the British Army 
from chaos, weakness, and loss of confidence, while their 
royal master did what he could for the peace of the world. 

A curious coincidence, too, ,that both these men had 
succeeded beyond the bounds of expectation just before 
Germany hit out with ail her force at Russia and at 
France. • * 

Let me assure the reader, and* I know wha^ I am 
speaking of, that ^l:*en he*hears what this counfrj^ has 

* By March, iQr^^reat Britijin will have lent to her allied and 
the Dominions ,-6^,000,000. , | ^ 
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done^for Russia, for France, for Italy, and for Serbia — 
holding her world-wide empire in unbrokep security, and 
taking colony after colony of enormous size from the 
Germans — he will' be very angry with those who have 
disparaged this great people, depressed his spirits, shaken 
the faith of our allies, and inspired a serious journalist 
to tell the’ continent of ^neutral America that a whole 
system has broken downi in England — a system of empire, 
of life, of government. 

Such a story as the world has never heard will be told 
to the nations when glorious Russia (who is longing to tell 
^ now) and most valiant, noble-hearted France, and gallant, 
freedom-loving Italy, are free to say what Britain has 
done for them. And what I know, and ^hat will amaze 
every man when it is told, is^ also known (let this be 
remembered afterwards) by those who still persist in 
spreading depression and' blackening ^^he good name of 
this country. > 

There are indeed men in this nation whom France 
would long ago have, brought to the lamp-post. 
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I believe no country of Europe is so fitted to be a 
republic as Ciermany ; I .believe her difficulties are from 
her Hohenzollerns and Hapsburgs, and ^nothing else. 
I believe she will end by gettin^^ rid of these gentry ; 
and that till that tine comes the world will never know 
of what real greatness she is capable. 

Friendship's Garland (1870) 



^ CHAPTER VI 

4 

GERMANY’S 1>LACE IN THE WORLEi 

M any serious people in England are at the present , 
moment considering (stupider people ar®' decidmg) 
what shall be done >yith Germany after the war. 
If I am not misinformed, societies have come into 
existence (most of them* with fine-sounding imperial 
names) expressly for dealing, with this matter. And 
certainly we have had the Allies’ Economic Conference in 
Paris which was a consicjerable step on the road of doing 
unto Germany exactly what .we jjhould not like other 
people to do unto us — just as if our old jungle morality 
had not received a deathblow in this war. But in spite of 
societies, resolutions, and pagan feeling, the only victory 
which can bring lasting peace to the world is Germany’s 
victory over herself. The supreme issue of the war is the 
repentance of Germany. • 

No man of sober and reflective mind dreams for a 
moment, I am quite sure, that any economic plan of the 
Allies can permanently exclude the centre of Europe from 
relations with the rest of the world. No man thinks that 
we can really .put millions of people to Coventry. We 
may hate Germany with all our hearts we may loathe 
and detest her for those ab9minable things which have 
brought her to open shame in the eyes of mankind ; we 
may wish to annihilate her people and wash her name 
from off the map of Europe and forgot that ever such an 
evih Power disgraced the modern annals of humar^ty ; but 
reflection will tell/ ^s that these wishes, desirSs, and 
vehement feelings tlead nowhither, that certainly they do 
not make for that^ chief annfbiti^n which, we have over and 
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over figain professed, was our reason for drawing the 
sword — they do not make for an end of war and they do 
not contribute to the foundations of peace/ 

If, on the other chand, we inquire into the condition of 
Germany, and find that among these very intelligent if 
dislikeable people there are many who really hate war, 
and really ^repudiate all the ideas underlying Pan-Ger- 
manism, and who really w\sh to live in love and charity 
with their neighbours, wt must surely see that our wisest 
and our highest action will be so to end this hideous war 
that these better German people, and not the ruling caste 
who have brought about the calamity of war, become the 
•arbiters of Germany's future. Therefore, to speak of what 
we intend' to do with “ Germany " after the war is to 
speak of what is not yet in existence — is to assume at any 
rate that the world will still be confronted by the same 
enemy, which at that time, if the argument hold, will be 
destroyed. If the same Germany exist after the war as 
existed before the war then is our labour vain. But if *a 
new Germany come into existence^, then it must be wise of 
us, before we decide h6w w6 shall deal with this Germany, 
to tarry until we know the form it will assume and the 
character it will take. 

Before we consider whether there are moderate, humane, 
and peaceful people in Germany, let us first of all remind 
ourselves that those newspapers in England which most 
loudly tell us there are not any people in Germany whom 
we can trust, are themselves the least trustworthy guides 
in any matter under the sun. Let us think, for example, 
what would have been our fate in this war if we had 
listened to these same newspapers in the days of Sir 
Henry Campbell-Bannerman, and had refused self-govern- 
ment to South Africa. That is a most pertinent question. 
For it is quite certain that had we been guided by those 
well-meaning but wrong-thinking newspapers, by this time 
not a colony would be left to us in' South Africa, and 
perhaps not a single man or woman of the British race in 
South Africa would be alive at^the prekent moment. And 
let us remember that these same newspapers, some of them 
with* pure motives, did everything in theii^power to stir up 
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religious animosities in Ireland, whereby not only were 
we brought to^mutiny in the Army and very near to civil 
war in the United Kingdom, but whfjreby, in all prob- 
ability, this cataract of blood and ruin descended upon 
Europe. And Jet us remember, too, that having spent the 
last decade in fighting, with every weapon o£ abuse and 
misreprese^itation and reckles%ness, the political party 
which was struggling to improve the very deplorable con- 
ditions of our working people, these same newspapers, at 
the beginning of war, had the hardihood to turn round on 
the poor workman in his slum and call him every name 
under the sun, because he had neither the intelligencer to* 
see that his liberties were threatened no|; the "decency to 
feel that those fiberties wer5 worth fighting for. Let us 
also remember (and I know of few more striking warn- 
ings against reckless clamour) that if we had listened to 
certain of our journalistic advisers we should have started 
oh this war, which depends so largely for its success both 
by land and by sea on*wirelcss telegraphy, not with the 
English Marconi Company, tJut vtith its only rival, to 
whom members of Parliament actually went for the 
purpose of negotiations, a German Wireless Company, with 
its offices in BeVfin. Finally, let us remember that there 
has been in English life no more vulgarizing influence 
during the last ten years than the influence exercised by 
the popular Press — a Press which has exalted the Divorce 
Court and degraded^Parliament, which has administered 
claptrap and lived upon sensation, which thinks so con- 
temptuously of the people whose halfpennies bulge its 
pockets that it unsays to-day without explanation what it 
said yesterday ,*and to-morrow will certainly say something 
else ; a Press which is not more without self-respect than it 
is without shame — in sober truth, an irresponsible, unin- 
telligent, and most dangerous Press. We must altogether 
neglect the efforts of this Press to make u^ think according 
to its varying moods in deciding any question of impor- 
tance, particularly impo^^tant a*question as thfe,one we 
are now considerir^,Vhich involves the peace and happi- 
ness of our children. It Js to me one of the gr&test 
tragedies of this most tfiagic/calamity, that the men of 
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middfe age who made this war by their reckless journalism 
are safe out of the firing-line, while a pure; , kinder, and 
more honourable generation, which would certainly have 
worked for a better and nobler world, and which would 
have been superior to the influence of th^se baser news- 
papers, is bfing slain by tens and hundreds of thousands. 

“You,’* says Remain Ry)lland to the young* soldiers of 
France, “ are doing your Outy, but have others done theirs? 
Let tts be bold and proclaim the truth to the elders of these 
young men, to their moral guides, to their religious and 
secular leaders, to the churches, the great thinkers, the 
^ leaders of socialism : these living riches, these treasures 
of heroism you held in your hands ; for what are you 
squandering them ? What ideal have you held up to the 
devotion of these youths so eager to sacrifice themselves? 
Their mutual slaughter ! A European war ! A sacri- 
legious conflict which shows a maddened Europe ascending 
its funeral pyre, and, like Hercules, destroying itself with 
its own hands ! ” ^ 

In Scandinavia, where the general level of comfort and 
refinement is very much higher than in this country, and 
where education, too, has^ a higher standard, I found a 
considerable number of people holding the view that our 
shortest way to the victory we desire would be an imme- 
diate peace. They argued, from their experience of 
Germany, that a peace which returns to the conditions 
existing before the war, however . unsatisfactory and 
inconclusive it might seem, would in reality give us the 
only victory which could serve our ultimate and highest 
purpose. 

These people said to me, and they were people of great 
reputation among their countrymen: “You cannot destroy 
the German nation. You may drive^ the German armies 
across the Rhiq,e, at a great cost in life and fortune, but you 
will never be able {o subjugate the German people. And 
the mqse you hint or suggest .that yoe will not be satisfied 
till you enter Germany, the more you strengthen the 
hands of the war caste and, .weaken the arm of social 
* Above the Battle^ by RonMin Rolland. (Allen and Unwin.) 
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democracy. .Your wise policy is to say that yott are 
satisfied wit^the punishment you have inflicted, and, 
if Germany will evacuate the territories she has invaded 
(the question of indemnities is a defail), that you will 
withdraw your^ armies and remove your blockade. The 
result of such an action would be this : Germany, with 
foreign tr^de and a paper currency, and v^ith no raw 
materials worth speaking of, wo;ild presently be reduced 
to insolvency. There would be the greatest suffering 
and distress throughout the German Empire. And in 
that condition the Socialists, the peace party, and the 
great body of moderate opinion in Germany, would say^ 
to the Pan-Germanists, ‘ Well, you have had your war, 
and this is what'you have brought us to— ^way with you 1 * 
In a word, very soon after peace is proclaimed there will 
be a revolution in Germany. The Hohenzollerns will be 
driven from the tiirone, the war party will be dispersed, 
ind a republic will be proclaimed.” 

Now, this suggestion* is only questionable because we 
cannot be certain that the Gernian people will revolt 
against their rulers. Manifestly, if we could be certain 
of that, it would be folly to proceed with our apparatus of 
war, which is Co*sting us so m^iiy infinitely precious lives, 
which is filling our hospitals with thousands of maimed 
and mutilated young men, and which is certainly piling 
up an enormous debt, the weight of which will be felt to 
its life’s end by the youngest child alive. None of us 
would go on with the war for another day, nay, for another 
hour, if we could be perfectly certain that peace would 
bring a republic to Germany. The whole question is, 
Will Germary change her mind ? There are some who 
say that the Germans are too docile to rebel. But I heard 
Mr. A. H. Pollen once reply to this assertion, that as for 
himself he had never been dogmatic on such matters after 
an illuminating d^y in his boyhood, when his hand was 
bjtten right through by a doe rabbit.* We should certainly 
say that no persofi with a glimmer of imaginaJ:ion would 
expect the Germlarts to Be as docile after thi5 ruinous 
war as they hav^ certainly shown themselves for a number 
of flourishing peace y^ars. f But the fact still remains 
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that We cannot be certain of a revolution, and therefore 
it is incumbent upon us to fight until our^ enemies seek 
for peace. 

M. Sazonoff, witfi whom I have discussed this Scandi- 
navian idea, told me, and the best opiiifion in English 
ministerial circles agrees with him, that we cannot possibly 
afford to rnake peace ofc any kind until the Germans 
acknowledge that they nre beaten. As to whether we 
mus^ overrun German territory, M. Sazonoff said, that 
is for the allied generals to decide ; but certainly our 
armies must go on fighting until the enemy is on his 
. kn^es. This, I take it, is the opinion of most rational 
men. We dare not sheathe our terrible sword, however 
deeply we feel the anguish and loss of wasteful war, 
while Germany holds the gathered nations at bay. 

Now, why I mention this matter of< peace, is to bring 
home to those people in England who have not cultivated 
an international mind, and who are under the hypnotic 
influence of our brawling journalism, that in other countries 
of the world, countries which are thoroughly friendly to 
the Allies, and whose democracies have every reason to 
fear any extension of German power, there" is an absolute 
conviction that among the German nations are elements 
of the population whose sympathies are entirely with the 
real cause^for which we are fighting. 

It is true I did not find in these countries the same 
detestation of German atrocities as exists here; indeed, 
they are inclined to think that we have lost dignity in 
the way we have made public use of these horrible 
things ; they say that we should have rhade a better 
mark in the world by registering our condemnation of 
these atrocities and then holding our peace while we con- 
tinued our efforts to beat the German armies. Let me 
take two examples of this feeling. Scandinavians said to 
me that the sinkin^^ of the Lusitania was a dreadful 
thing ; bu^ not much Idss dreadful in\their opinion was 
our blockade, which threatene^d dea'th^ by starvation to 
women and children whose men we are unable to over- 
thiow in the field. This, llhold, is a bad, false point of 
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view: but tl^re is no doubt that many Scandinavians 
do genuinely %ee the matter in that light They are filled 
with pity for the sufferings of innocent women and 
children in Germany. 

And then a^ain : the shooting of Nurse Cavell, they 
say, was a blunder on the part of the Germans, but it is 
absurd of cis, so they argue, 1:o stigmatize this blunder 
as a “murder.*^ They say that Nurse Cavell had betrayed 
her trust : that under the sacred garb of charity she was 
playing the part of an enemy agent : that having received 
confidence from her country’s enemies, she abused that 
confidence, and smuggled men back into the trenches who, * 
when they got; there, would certainly kill as many 
Germans as possible. When I pressed these people on 
the point of the horror of shooting a woman, they answered 
me that the French had shot ^a number of women spies. 
The chief point they made was this : that while horrors 
and atrocities are deplorable in the highest degree, we in 
England have seemed to make use of these horrors and 
atrocities, not so much to stir*up cfur own determination 
and resolution, as to^ create sympathy for ourselves with 
neutrals and tp.do as much harm as possible to the 
Germans. They know that w^ hasten to spread news of 
such things by yI^^I^ss telegraphy all over the world, and 
that our newspapers do everything ^n their power to 
magnify the horror of every German crime. This, they 
think, is odious and immoral. 

But while the people I am speaking about hold the 
opinions I have endeavoured to state very briefly, they 
are one and aH on the side of the Allies and decidedly 
anti-German. They hate German arrogance. They fear 
German power. It would be the worst day in the world 
for Sweden, Norway, and Denmark if Germany conquered 
in this struggle : ong of the greatest assurances of liberty 
if Germany is defeated. ^ • 

, When such peopl^ as these, theq, tell us that there are 
men and women in Gjermai^ who are on the side « peace, 
who hate the war^aste, and who will certainly make an 
end of that war caste after ihe Jploodshed is over and whqp 
the ruin has begun, we may at least feel ourselves en- 
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couraged to inquire how far this opiniom reflects the 
actual condition of German psychology. !^or, if there is 
any real hope of revolution in Germany, then we can 
fight with the assurance of a victory that will really bring 
peace to the earth ; and perhaps fight in ^uch a manner 
as will bring the forces of revolution into action. That 
is to say, if our public men will declare more and more 
emphatically that we not fighting to destroy the 
Gerrrian nation, but fighting to destroy the present system 
of government in Germany, and if our publicists and 
journalists will proclaim the same gospel, announcing that 
we shall certainly fight on until that evil system of govern- 
ment is destroyed, then, through neutral countries, this 
truth getting more and more into the rhind of German 
democracy, we may find our battle won for us by an ally 
we scarcely thought about — the sober and sensible people 
of Germany. As it is, the extracts #from our English 
newspapers which now appear in the German Press afe 
not calculated to make the sobdr and sensible people of 
Germany either trust -us of respect us. We are exhibited 
to the German people, by these extracts, as a jealous and 
revengeful nation. 

In a recent number of the Cornhill Mag^azine a Neutral 
Diplomat” has told English readers that there is a change 
in the mind of Germany, a change which we do not realize. 

“ Cut off,” said this neutral diplomat, “ by the pall 
of the more imminent war-clouds, we on the outside 
have as yet had little chance to gauge the force of the 
storm that is gathering to break upon Germany from 
within. Whether the breaking of that storm will 
precede and accelerate the coming of peace, or whether 
the coming of peace w*ill precede and accelerate the 
breaking of the storm, it is still too early to say. But 
break it must, sooner or later, 'and when this hour 
arrives I feel tKat I know enough of the temper o£,the 
meh who distrusted and hated the Kaiser before 
the war to be safe in saying, that whatever of his just 
deserts he may have escarped receiving at the hand 
of the Allies he will stand every chance of havin 



GERMANY’S PLACE IN THE WORLD 235 

meted diit to him at the hands of his own outraged 
people.** ^ 

Some of the Kaiser*s own men, he says, now admit that 
this “ mad piece of international adventuring ** has “ made 
inevitable the •downfall of Germany.** Before the war 
came, a German diplomatist said to this writer in the 
Cornhill : » • 

For a long timp I have bc^fen afraid that this periodic 
waving of a lighted torch over such a powder magazine 
as Europe has become would cause an explosion. It 
will have to come if — if “ some one’* continues to scatter 
sparks in the future as he has done in the f)ast. PJe^se^ 
don’t unde^jrstand me as intimating that Germany 
would not render a good account of herself in such 
an event (you may* be sure that her enemies would 
have some terrible surprises in store for them) ; but 
^ the folly of the thing lies in the fact that we are 
already on our way to win by “ peaceful penetra- 
tion ** all that the most successful war could give us. 

But if we should fight a war*and chance to lose it — 
nay, even if it should result in more or less of a draw 
— Germany, will never again have such an opportunity 
for a commercial — and tfirough that, for a political — 
conquest of the world as she has enjoyed for the last 
two or three decades, and as she ^ill continue to enjoy 
so long, but only so long, as we can keep al peace. 
These remarks suggest that the German diplomatist 
cordially approved of Prince von Biilow’s laconic prophecy 
in the Reichstag concerning the race of armaments : 

“ Pressure — cq^inter-pressure — explosion^ 

Our authority goes on to assure us thspt Herr Ballin, one 
of the best-known peace men in Germany, whose acquaint- 
ance with Lord Haldane, fiowever, has driven the viper 
Press of this coiyitry to coil itself into contortions of 
frenzied rage, is “ one of those who patched the develop- 
ment of the Kaiseps insidiously .ruthless policj^ with the 
gravest misgivings.’^ He. quotes another German ship- 
owner who said ^o him one day in Hong-Kong : 

Emperor William*^ weit-politik is the worst, aln\pst 
the one, menace to the continuance of our commercial 
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triumphs. We have done what we have yn spite of, not 
because of, this kind of welt-politik. WJiiat is more, it 
is the one thing that threatens to bring all our achieve- 
ments to naught. Yes, not only to check our advance, 
but even to put us back so far that ,we may never 
be able^ to regain the place we hold to-day, to say 
nothing of the one wt might attain to in' the course 
of another decade o^ peace. 

M. Sazonoff, we know, has numbered Dr. von Bethmann- 
Hollweg among the peace party, which is also Lord 
Haldane’s impression of the Imperial Chancellor. But 
- M.' Sazonoff and Lord Haldane are not alone in this 
matter. The Daily Mail^ of which paper Mr. Wile was 
the Berlin correspondent for a number of years, laid it 
down concerning the book Meii Around the Kaiser^ on 
August 14, 1914, that “ English readers cannot fail 

to derive from it fresh understanding of the under- 
currents which have Jed up to the present crisis.” Let 
us, then, thus encouraged, see wh^ Mr. Wile has to teach 
us. Of the Imperial Chancellor he says: 

He is, above all, thoroughly sincere and honest 
His influence is always on the' sid^ of moderatiofl, 
. . . The Agadir adventure, which brought Europe 
to the brink of war in 1911, never ^ originated with 
Bethmann-Hollweg. He fathered it, as was his con- 
stitutional duty, but nobody who knows him doubts 
but that he rued it too. Robber-baron politics are no 
part of his equipment. He is an earnest apostle of 
peace and friendship with England. 

The opinion is even more or less favourable concerning 
Prince von Biilow : * 

Billow never thoroughly understood England and 
the English character. * Anglo-German tension de- 
veloped during his Chancellorship, though it is fair 
to remember th^t he inherited the Foreign Secretary- 
ship after the Kruger telegrams^ He rejected Mr. 
Charfiberlain’s famous overtures for an Anglo-German - 
American Alliance, and never '^p^j’ticularly exerted 
himself to bring aboi\t a Relaxation of the strained 
relations. . . . He was, however, no armaments zealot. 
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On the question of unceasing naval expansion he was 
dragged ^long by his more forceful colleague, Admiral 
von Tirpitiz. 

And of the late Herr Kiderlen-Waochter, the Foreign 
Secretary when Lord Haldane visited Berlin, Mr. Wile 
says : • 

Rapprochement 'With. England was the ideal to which 
his ebbing energies were Being devoted (1913). He 
did not believe th^t Anglo-Gferman rivalries must 
in Armageddon. “ The English,” he said to a friend, 
only a few weeks before his death, “ are much too 
shrewd business people not to realize, finally, that 
neither they nor we can profit from the pi;esent state 
of affairs. You may bq sure an understanding will 
come, no matter wljo is Ambassador in London.” 
Kiderlen’s last public utterance was a brief but telling 
statement in the Reichstag recording the “ gratifying 
, intimacy ” whith had sprung up between the British 
and German Governments in connection with the 
Balkan turmoil. 

He did certainly try to break up* the Entente, but Mr. 
Wile assures us that. this Foreign, Secretary “dedicated 
himself with all jiis iron energy to the great task of better- 
ing Anglo-German relations.” 

English people cannot, indeed, fail to derive “ fresh 
understanding” from this book. The^ will understand, 
for example, many of them, I suspect, for the fh-st time, 
that there have been and still are very considerable per- 
sonages in Germany who did not plot this war, who did 
not want war, and who were sincerely and earnestly work- 
ing with Lord ^aldane to keep the German war party out 
of the saddle. I doubt if a better witness to Lord Hal- 
dane’s wisdom could be found jthan Mr. F. W. Wile, Berlin 
correspondent of the Daily Mail, 

But I think a mqre notable witness just now to the 
goodness and peacefulness of at least* some Germans is 
Professor Forster, of/the Munich University, to ^vhom I 
have referred in my Irytrodu'ition. The following extracts 
which appeared in# that excellent column of the Daily 
Chronicle called “ Sidelights* from Germany ” (a column so. 
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conducted that it really does give an intelligent person a 
definite idea of what is taking place withiri the German 
mind) will convince the unprejudiced reader, must con- 
vince him if he is‘ convinceable at all, that there are ele- 
ments in Germany with which it behoves all those who 
desire a lasting peace to ally themselvec as closely as 
possible : * 

Professor Forster, oV the Munich Univei:*sity, whose 
recent article animadverting on Bismarck and the new 
Germany brought down on his devoted head the con- 
demnation of the Philosophical Faculty of the Uni- 
versity and the anathemas of the Nationalist Press, 
seems to bother himself little about the stir he has 
caused. After the Whitsuntide holidays he resumed 
his lectures, and we are informed that at the close of 
his first lecture the students broke into demonstrative 
applause. 

In this lecture, which is published at length in the 
Vienna Arbeiter Zeitung^ aqd practically ignored in 
the German Press, Dr. Forster defends himself 
against the charge of unpatriotic conduct. Is it any 
reason, he asks, to charge him with betraying the 
German cause because he criticizes the Bismarck- 
Treitschke tradition I believe,’^ he said, “that we 
Germans will best fulfil our comi.ig task, both in 
Central Europe and on the wider stage of the world, 
the further we soar above these traditions. And I 
believe that other nations will also best accomplish 
their work in the world the more they disentangle 
themselves from their traditions of might-policy. We 
must do so,” said the professor emphatically, “ if 
Europe is hot to go down in fury and blood.” 

“ These questions of political morality,” said Forster, 
“ are most suitably discussed now, when we must all 
be making preparations for what is coming. This 
discussion 'canuot be postponed until after the war, 
and# that is why I am urging a now orientation oP^our 
pdlitical thought, a revision of certain dogmas of 
our political faith.” 

. Referring to his fanious article in the Friedenswarte^ 
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Forster declared that to accuse him of unpatriotism 
because "he happened to hold views not held by the 
majority is to be guilty of that intolerance which 
Germans are the first to denounce when they see it 
manifested in other lands. “ I love my Fatherland 
so intensely/* said the professor, “ that I can calmly 
submit to be regarded as unpatriotic. The ephemeral 
opinion of to-day will not be the opinion of posterity. 
It will also be regarded as Aanpatriotic if I now say 
to the old school of political thought that this world - 
war has proved that we must all get out of our 
national egoism into something higher and better. .It 
will be regarded as rank treason if I maintain that 
the existing ideas, whatever their nroral and social 
pedagogic importance, are only ‘ particular ideas * 
compared with the coming European order of things, 
for which we must now work with all the seriousness 
in our power.** * 

Forster drew thq attention of his hearers to the 
unparalleled campaign of palumny against him. He 
mentioned having received from the Wiesbaden 
Rhenish Prussians a fulmination in which he was 
described fts*‘the greatest ^monster in Munich,** and 
on the very morning of his lecture he received a 
letter in whk:h he was asked, “ How much English 
and French money has been paidgto bribe you, you 
rascal ? ’* But he has had numerous letters of 
appreciation as well, and some of the best of these 
came from soldiers and officers at the front. One 
officer wrote : “ Men will arise everywhere who will 
proclaim tljat Europe will only be able to free itself 
from this stubborn madness when it learns to think in 
a new way.** . 

Forster concludes : “ But this new order of things 
will not descend«on us from heaven. We must create 
an atmosphere for it by a process cjf self-cleansing 
and self-elevatiorf. We must send out words of mag- 
nanimity which will be os doves with olive branches, 
and which will ^y from land to land. This ennobling 
of our tone, this readiness tb criticize ourselves, must 
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take the place of the passionate complaints against 
others in which we now indulge. are not to 

expect miracles. We must first deserye peace, not 
merely by deeds of arms but by silent acts of self- 
conquest. The people must reflect on their own sins, 
failings, mistakes. In this way the vision of a new 
and different Europe will arise in our souls. Let us 
above all else remertiber that no great quarrel on 
earth can be settled "until each^one of the parties to 
the quarrel asks himself, In how far am I myself a 
guilty party, and have I myself sinned against the 
. principles of the peace of mankind?’* 

The reader will find in th^ Appendix ^ number of very 
significant extracts from war sermons preached by German 
pastors. Our newspapers have, as a rule, printed only the 
most stupid and violent of these German war sermons ; 
but sermons have been preached in that country, and to 
immense congregations apparently, which have denounced 
German egotism, German l^ate, German self-righteousness, 
and have uncompromisingly proclaimed the necessity for 
Germany’s repentance of her sins. . 

Another sign of the times, a political sign, is to be found, 
I think, in the following paragraphs which appeared in the 
Daily Chronicle of August 9, 1916: % 

There are signs that social democracy in Germany 
is sfowly coming to its senses again. The German 
Socialists will emerge from this war with many sins 
on their conscience, and not the least of their sins 
will have been not so much their patriotic rally to 
the national cause, which sprang almogt as much from 
ignorance as from anything else, but their silence in 
the face of cruelties aijd outrages against humanity 
which are without parallel in modern history. 
Occasional voices now break that sijence. 

Herr Eduard Bernstein makes a telling contrast 
in fthe Leipziger Volkszeitung between German ^^nd 
Ffench socialism. The French, Socialists, he admits, 

“ exercised far more pressure on f he Government for 
the preservation of ^eacae during the fateful July- 
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August ryeek of 1914*' than their German ‘'comrades.” 
He points out, too, that France did not declare war, 
but that fyar was declared upon ^er. 

Thereupon he repeats the gravest accusation of the 
French Socialists. “ By maintaining their attitude in 
the face oT facts which should have caljed forth a 
protest;, from every SocialisI: and Internationalist, the 
German party has, in the ^ French view, put itself 
outside the International, and, so long as it does not 
abandon this attitude, will not be admitted to any 
conference of the International.” The French 
Socialists, in short, have put the German Socialists 
into a moral Coventry, beyond the pale of civilized 
intercourse. 1 am cofivinced,” Bernstein adds — 
and the admission is* the weightier as coming from 
inside the fold — “ the German party has not been 
true to the pol^ical duties which its membership and 
its dominant position laid upon it. . . . We of the 
German party all recognize the duty of defending our 
country. But if this duty Is so defined as to bind us 
Socialists to vote war-credits to any Government, 
whatever may be* . . . its methods in the war and 
its aims, th^n we are abarfdoning our great world- 
mission.” 

Similarly, in the Vorwaei^tSy Herr Kautsky, the 
philosopher of Marxist Socialism, \ 9 rites upcy;i Inter- 
national Socialism and the future peace. He says : 

“ According to the resolution of the Stuttgart Con- 
gress the task of the International Socialist movement 
must be ‘ to advocate the speedy ending of the war.* 
This does ribt mean merely a concentjFation of effort 
for putting a stop to military operations as soon as 
possible, without considerirfg the outcome of the war. 
The party must not strive for a mere armistice, which 
would soon be suf)erseded by a new^and more terrible 
war, but for such ^ peace as will^have every tendency 
to remain permanent anc^ which corresponds to inter- 
national principles.* 

“ Such- a peace can only^ be one built upon a 
foundation which guarajitees equally to all the par- 
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ticipating nations their independent development. 
The task of any international (Socialist) gathering 
would be to ^discover whether an understanding on 
such a basis could not be brought about between all 
the Socialist parties. Should such an understanding 
be successfully brought about, then it would be the 
duty of the Socialists of each country ^to demand 
that their Governm^ent should declare its willingness 
’to make peace on this basis.'* Against any Govern- 
ment which declined to act in this way a most 
energetic opposition would be declared. “ Should, 
however, an understanding on such a basis prove 
impossible, then it would be incumbent upon the 
International Conference to determine upon which of 
the parties affiliated to the International the fault of 
this failure lay. The spokesman of that party at the 
congress would then' be faced wi,th an international- 
thinking opposition. Here are the most direct 
problems for an international congress. It becomes 
day by day more urgent and more indispensable.” 

But, as Herr Bernstein points out, no intercourse 
is possible with German social democracy, at least 
until it has been purged. This is^ Where Herr Kaut- 
sky’s dream of an International Socialist Congress 
arranging peace terms and dictating them to the 
belligerent Governments breaks down. Not so easily 
is peace to be won by the German Government 
through the intermediary of social democracy. 

Germany promises to emerge from the war a more 
than half-socialized country. It is now accepted that 
the rationing and food-card system Will continue long 
after peace is declared. In other words, the people 
will be fed by the State. All Germany’s purchases 
of raw materials and foodstuffs abroad is to be done 
by Imperial .^Commissions, whib will then distribute 
thp goods at home. Thus industry, too, will be State- 
controlled. But even larger measures of nationaliza- 
tion will be necessary. 

The Vossische ZeStun^ says : However favourable 
the outcome of the war .may be to us, the taxes that 
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have b<«come necessary cannot be covered fn the 
ordinary way. Before the war our debt service cost 
us 250,000,000 marks ; after the war it will amount to 
three thousand or four thousand millions of marks, or 
perhaps even more. The introduction of Imperial 
monopolies will be unavoidable.” 

• 

In the same English journal I find the following extract 
from the Vossische Zeitung concerning the recent ^‘Chan- 
cellor Crisis ” in Germany, of which perhaps not one 
Englishman in a hundred thousand has at present heard 
a word : * • 

There are grounds for hoping that^ the caste spirit 
which has split up our people more than all the party 
struggles has undergone a great diminution. 

Byzantinism (i.e. blind adoration of Authority) and 
the cult of persons, this, too, must be permanently 
* done away with after the war. It behoves Liberalism, 
too, to go over tho record of its past sins and its 
present weaknesses on these points. Its uncritical 
support through thick and thin the moment a states- 
man displays a liberalizing fit is a form of personal 
cultus. Eveh so is thera a certain Byzantinism 
towards the ^Anointed of Democracy. 

“ Authority ” has experienced a powerful shock 
through the experiences of the lasf two yeajs. This 
is perhaps the best thing that the war has brought us 
in our internal development. On every side the critic 
is arising, and men are already discussing practical 
ways and means for the participation of the people in 

the control*of State business 

Baron von Richthofen demands the establishment of 
a Parliamentary Committee which would share respon- 
sibility for the conduct of Imperial affairs. This 
would mean a btow at the heart of secret diplomacy, 
^and, of course, thp beginrfing of Parliamentary^ control 
‘over the whole field of State affairs. ^ , 

Not only is there *in Germany a deep and growing 
dissatisfaction with^the present jegime, but there is even 
* See Appendix, Note I. 
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a certain amount of bitterness among the v^^rious parts of 
that young Empire. The special correspondent of The 
Times in France has given us recently a too-brief account 
of a scuffle between Prussian and Bavarian prisoners in 
one of our “cages” in France, and the Daily Chronicle in 
August of the present year furnishes us with the following 
reasons for thinking th^t Prussia is gradually losing 
caste : 

Great irritation has been caused by this Bavarian 
boycott of Prussians, and the bad temper was brought 
to boiling-point a few days ago by the report that 
• ' the Burgomaster of the Bavarian summer resort of 

Ruhpolding had issued a “ ukase,” as the Berlin 
papers called it, forbidding the sale of bread and 
meat to Prussians. This* “ ukase ” has since been 
annulled, but the heat engendered by the incident 
has not yet died down. 

The Berliner Tageblatfs head fine to the subject is 
“ Boycotted North Germans^” and sufficiently explains 
its feelings of rpsentment. In the last number that 
has reached us it prints the following narrative from a 
correspondent : • 

“ In the middle of May I wa^ ‘passing through 
Aschaffenburg (Bavaria) on business, and picked up 
the menu card in a respectable hostelry whereupon 
the waiting-maid put the question : 

“ ‘ Where are you from ? ' 

“‘From Frankfurt-on-Main. Why? I asked in 
turn. 

“ ‘ Everything is off,^ was the waitresses retort. 

“ I was ,in haste, so snatched up wiy hat and went 
to another restaurant that I knew, and there, too, I 
picked up the menu card. This time it was a waiter 
who put the same question to me, ‘ Where are you 
from ? e ‘ Why, does it matter to you where I come 
from and' wHither I go?* I retorted. ‘Yes, I must 
knbw if I am to ’bring you anything to eat.* ‘ From 
Frankfurt-on-Main,’ I ‘replied. The Waiter : ‘ For 
Prussians we have nothing to eaf* * But I am in fact 
no Prussian; true, t live-in Berlin, but was born in 
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Offenbacii/ was my answer. ‘ Then you can #have 
lunch.' " 

The writer says it will be a long time before he 
goes again to this “ enemy land ” wliere hospitality is 
so understood. 

• 

I find even in the Morning Post evidence of -this change 
in Germany. The Petrograd correspondent of that journal 
recently sent the following piece 6f news to London : . 

A friend who has the oversight of one of those 
mixed firms so common in all countries of the world 
tells me the following : • 

The Russian partner recently visited Cppenhagen, 
whither he bad summoned his German colleague from 
Bavaria to confer rfjgarding business affairs. The 
Bavarian spoke with great freedom to his Russian 
partner, who summed up his impression of the 
• Bavarian’s statement thus : 

He told me that, the strongest term of abuse in 
the German language, as spoken in Bavaria to-day, is 
‘‘Wilhelm.” 

• 

Slight as these ^incidents may, seem, at least they give us 
reasons for thinking that when Germany faces the ruin 
which this war lias brought to her doors she will not 
exhibit the quality of a too-meek discipline in setting 
about the reconstruction of her economic life. •We must 
constantly remind ourselves, especially when we read of 
vehement outbursts of passion directed towards England, 
that the newspapers in Germany are tongue-tied by 
authority, that .even the educated people there are not 
yet in full possession of the facts, and \hat the masses 
for the most part are now# kept in the very densest 
ignorance. And reminding ourselves of these things, let 
us pay close and careful attention to those signs of dis- 
turbance and discontent in Germany whiclrare not growing 
les^ as the war advances. • % 

We may, I think, fairly assure ourselves that whftn peace 
comes, revealing fiot only the true facts of this terrible 
controversy, but the indescribable ruin which war has 
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wrought in the economic life of Germany, hhere will be 
many voices raised in that unhappy and disillusioned 
country for a complete change in the system of its 
government. It is impossible to think that the same 
Germany will confront us. 

The idea 1 desire to leave in the reader’s mind is ‘this : 
whether we like it or not, there will still be a Germany in 
the world after hostilities We closed. « Our attitude towards 
that Germany will at least help to determine its character. 
A revengeful and bitterly hostile Germany will leave 
Ejjrope with the morals of a bear-garden. In a night, 
and without a word of warning, the heavens may be black 
with her aircraft and the seas thick with her submarines 
all driven forward to the work of reckless destruction by 
the spirit of revenge. Such a Germany, I feel, will be, to 
some extent at least, the* creation of our unforgiveness. 
On the other hand, if we encourage alf that is good, great, 
and peaceful in Germany to insist upon the democratiza- 
tion of her institutions, and hold out to this better and 
nobler Germany the frank hand of our unhesitating friend- 
ship, we shall be lending her most powerful assistance in 
her struggle with conservatism and despotism. A new 
Germany will be born, a Germany with whom all free 
nations will be proud to work in the interests of civiliza- 
tion, a Germany suC)h as all men loved and all men learned 
from befdre the Prussians had brutalized her soul, a Ger- 
many cleansed, purified, and repentant. 

Let us be quite certain of this, that unless a new and 
better Germany does arise from the ruins of the old, all 
our struggles and all our sacrifices for a laoting peace will 
have been in vain. 

A writer in the Rowid Tnble for December 1915, in a 
very remarkable article entitled “ The Harvest of War,” 
drew English attention to this importafnt, and even urgent, 
matter. We are'detljrmined to fight, l^e says, until “liberty 
is secure,’^ and he proceeds : 

It is clear that the mere victory of the Allies will 
not be sufficient. Similar vindicati6ns of liberty were 
made in 1713 after the era of Louis XIV, and in 
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1815 aft^er the era of Napoleon, yet when the genera- 
tions which had experienced the horrors of war were 
dead, the^ nations flew at one another’s throats again. 
In each case the settlement registered the defeat of 
an attempt to establish a military domination over 
Europe, b;it did nothing to place international rela- 
tions on a basis which did not contain ^within itself 
the seeds of fresh war. #To prevent a repetition of 
this mistake is no less impOiTtant than the vindication 
of national liberty itself. • 

He then speaks of the two opposing schools who argue, 
the one, that to prevent war a nation must prepare^against 
war, and, the other, that preparations against war^rkig^ 
war : . ^ . • 

The ordinary sensible man is unable wholeheartedly 
to stand under either banner. He feels that there is 
much truth in the arguments used against the first 
, school. The ipolicy of defensive armaments and the 
balance of power, if pursued to its logical conclusion, 
must inexorably lead to war, for as national safety 
and national liberty are* thereby based on military 
force, they cease to be secure directly the equilibrium 
of forces if changed. Consequently, as the population 
and industry and wealth df peoples continuously alter, 
and as thei? conception of what arc their vital interests 
also alters, the diplomatic world is kept for ever in a 
condition of feverish anxiety, attempting^ to redress 
disturbances in the balance of power by dexterous 
diplomatic shufflings of fresh crops of armaments. 
As the strain and burden grow there grow also 
suspicion^ and jealousy of the intentions of other 
Powers, and the adjustment of conflicting national 
interests or ambitions^ becomes ever more difficult. 
Finally, a trivial cause, or an irresistible temptation to 
put an end to^n intolerable situation by overthrowing 
the balance once for ^ all and ^stc^blishing the pre- 
• dominance of •a single Powder in its placf, produces 
Armageddon. . # • 

He then exanjines the sphere of force and its limita- 
tions : ^ • 



248 THE VINDICATION OF GREAT BRITAIN 

C 

The sphere of force is obviously limited. You 
cannot compel people to be wise or considerate or 
to hold particular opinions by force. It is often 
wrongly used where persuasion or toferance would 
produce better' and more lasting results. It is not 
less frequently employed so blindly an^ with so little 
understanding that it does more harm than good. In 
wrong hands it is an unmitigated evil. None the*less, 
force is indispensably in society to-day. And the 
reason for it lies in our own failure to live aright. If 
all citizens were fully educated, were animated pri- 
marily by the desire to serve their neighbours, and 
. active and alert in their public duties, its use 

would never be necessary, except for the insane or 
the young. Precisely in fhe degree in which a com- 
munity is ruled by the principles of justice, honour, 
and mutual goodwill, the use of force will disappear, 
and public opinion and the authority of the moral 
code will take its place. Public opinion and principle, 
where they operate, arc by far the more effective 
agency, as is seen in the problem of drunkenness, 
wliich has been practically rooted out among certain 
classes by public opinion, whereas force can only 
prevent the worst of its* evils where public opinion is 
not so strong. The necessity for foKce, therefore, is 
the price we pay for our social sins. When we get 
rid of them the^ soldier and the policeman will also 
disappear. 

P'rom the State to international relations is but a step : 

Armaments, therefore, and liability to war are the 
price we pay for our national sins. They are the 
remedy for the evils of tyranny and injustice prac- 
tised on a national scale. Mere war against war can 
never succeed, for that means the destruction of the 
only instruments wherewith, in a stijl imperfect world, 
we can protect right and liberty. The true war is 
against the evif passions which bring about war. 
When ^these are overcome, ,war will recede into the 
background of its own accord. ^ 

The writer concludes that nationalism **in its modern 
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bigoted fori?^, is the enemy to be destroyed. . . The 
real cure for war is to overthrow the idol of selfish 
nationalism an(J put in its place the service of humanity ” : 

Directly that is done the way i^ clear. And the 
reason is obvious. Humanity is one. It is one great 
family, of jvhich the different races and nations are 
the members. So long as these members Jook at one 
another as rivals and enemies they cannot prosper or 
be happy, and they are boupd to end in quarrel and 
conflict. So soon, however, as they recognize tliem- 
selves as a single household it must become clear to 
them that the welfare of each is only to be fp und 
in the welfare of all, and that the reign of right an'd 
liberty, and .the peace and happiness wHich follow 
from it, will never be reached by any other road than 
that of mutual friendship and help. If nations will 
once honestly set to work to treat international 
questions from 4 :he point of^ view of humanity, and not 
of their own selfish ends, nearly all the issues which 
estrange them to-day will lose their bitterness. No 
people will wish to domina1:e or -oppress another, or to 
deprive it of its langifage or liberty. No nation will 
see its own^g^eatness and strength in the weakness or 
poverty of others ; it will h6 rather concerned to share 
with it knowledge and ideas, to learn from it, and 
to help it forward along the difficult road of human 
progress. No one will be driven, a§ we are ^t present, 
to regard the death of our neighbours as a benefit to 
ourselves. Opinions will differ about ways and means 
of promoting the common welfare, but honest and 
selfless controversy can never lead to bloodshed as the 
policy of s^fish grab and indifference*must do. 

t 

Heinous as, I am afraid, these opinions will appear in 
the eyes of a ve^y powerful body of English public 
opinion, they are nevertheless opinion# entertained by the 
great majority of gefltlemen in thqir relations \\vth other 
gentlemen, and they ^Iso happen to express the opinion 
of that religion th^ Established Church of which in this 
country is as dear to thj popular organs of our bold 
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vulgs^rians as the public-house. Outragffous as they 
may seem on the first blush, they are nevertheless the only 
opinions which can assure the peace of the, world. And I 
am disposed to <think that, however certain vehement 
persons may protest against them, the irresistible force 
not only of democracy, but of political economy, will drive 
us all, sooner or later, into their adoption. 

When we say, then, thsft the supreme issue ‘'of this war 
is the repentance of Germany, let us help Germany to 
repeht with all our might and main ; and not only to this 
end, but because it is right and good so to do, let us our- 
selves, set about repenting for all those dispositions and all 
those sins which war against our own spirit and against 
the peace of the world. ^ 

I have reasons for believing, as mentioned in the 
Preface of this book, that the Emperor of Russia, 
at the conclusion of w^ir, will renew his efforts for 
a limitation of armaments. This proposal will remqve 
from a group of small nations its only suspicion of 
the Entente, which is its only reason for wishing 
Germany to be strong and powerful in a military sense. 
It will also have a notable effect. in the United States 
of America. PTance will certainly not, disinclined to 
consider the proposal, and so far as I know Italy will 
welcome it. If, then, Great Britain ahd Japan can be 
brought into the conference with minds favourably dis- 
posed towards this noble ideal, we shall have all the world 
arrayed against the last vestiges of militarism in defeated 
Germany. A real peace of the world is in sight. But 
that hope of peace may even now be jeopardized if we 
proceed to organize our vast Empire for tlje ends of selfish 
nationalism. 

It is an urgent thing for this country, which has hitherto 
used its immense possessions in a noble and unselfish way, 
not to let the fear of a Germany whicji is ceasing to exist, 
and presently may not exist ^t all, drive it into a course of 
action perilous to the peace of the World. There can be 
no harm, indeed there may foe much good, in striving 
by legitimate means to make the British commonwealth 
self-contained and self-supporting ; but exceeding harm 
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harm of th& greatest kind, may be done by seeking to 
make that vast commonwealth exclusive. Unless we use 
our vast possessions for the good of humanity, we shall 
make enemies and not friends ; unless we see that we are 
all members one of another, and that the prosperity of one 
State is the security as well as the prosperity of another, 
we shall blunder ; and unless we make oursdves morally 
and spiritually worthy of our tremendous responsibilities 
we shall perish. • •' ^ 

It is the instinctive sense of w’hat to do and what 
not to do in daily life and behaviour that is the 
source of liberty and ease. And it is this in&li«ctiye 
sense of obligation that is the chief foiindation oi^ 
society. Its* reality takes objective shape and displays 
itself in family life jyid in our other civic and social 
institutions. . . . None of these can subsist in isolation 
from the rest ; together they and other institutions of 
• the kind form*a single organic whole which is known 
as the Nation. . Can nations form a group or 
community among themsielves within which a habit 
of looking to commoy ideals m*ay grow*up sufficiently 
strong to develop a General Will, and to make the 
binding p«vfer of these ideals a reliable sanction for 
their obligations to each other? . . . Renan tells us 
that “ Man is enslaved neither by his race, nor by 
his language, nor by the direction pf mountain ranges. 
A great aggregation of men, sane of mind*and warm 
of heart, creates a moral consciousness which is called 
a nation.’' 

Another acute critic of life, Matthew Arnold, citing 
one still gp*eater than himself, draws what is in effect 
a deduction from the same proposition. “ Let us,” 
he says, “ conceive of the whole group of civilized 
nations as being, for intellectual and spiritual purposes, 
one great confederation whose members have a due 
knowledge botlji of the past, out ftf w^hich they all pro- 
ceeded, and of each other. •This was thft ideal of 
Goethe, and it is*an idtal which will impose itself upon 
the thoughts bf our modern societies more and more.” 

. . . Grotius conclud«s his great book on War and 
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Peace with a noble prayer : May God wr/te/^ he said, 
“ these lessons — He who alone can — on the hearts of 
all those who have the affairs of Christendom in their 
hands. And may He give to those persons a mind 
fitted to understand and to respect rights, human and 
divine, and lead them to recollect always that the 
ministration committed to them is no less than«,this, 
that they are the Governors of Man,' a creature most 
dear to God.” « 

So spoke a great Lord Chancellor of England, addressing 
'the American Bar Association at Montreal in 1913. So 
spoken vHe great minister of whom a London newspaper has 
^zai’d ; “ Fron;i such a man we want to hear no word on any 
subject whatever.^* . 

But wisdom, as Lord Haldar).e has said, meayts more 
than attention to the gospel of getting on. 
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The era of aristocracies is ov-er ; nations must now 
stand or fall by the intelligence of their middle-class 
and their people. The people with, you is still in 
embryo ; no one can yet quite say what it will come 
to. You lean, therefore, with yoLir whole weight upon 
the intelligence of your middle-class. And intelligence, 
in the true sense of the word, your middle-class has 
absolutely none. > , 


Friendship' s Garland (1870) 



CONCLUSION 

THE ORDEAL OF PEACE 

I N the war Great Britain has done her best, if I haVQ^ 
ventured to . assert that ^ it is a great best I have 
at least this warrant, that those who criticized are at 
last silent before the acliicvcments of British valour and 
the accomplishment of British ^labour. I have not made 
this assertion merety as a rebuke to those who by their 
frantic fears and noisy admonishments have lowered our 
prestige in the eyes oi the world, but far rather as an 
inspiration for the ordeal which aVaits uif. We \)f the 
British Islands have, no need to wear sackcloth, nor is 
there any reasfin why we should doubt our capacity to 
handle the future ; a nation’s liistory, it has been said, is 
a nation’s fate, ^ind in our history, with much to regret, 
there is nothing that breeds despair. Our past is our 
confidence and our encouragement. * • 

To the historian who sees in the immediate struggles 
of to-day the long destiny of old and half-forgotten 
yesterdays, from the very beginning of this armed 
struggle Gerni^ny was foredoomed to defeat and Great 
Britain to victory. Germany has neveV been a nation. 
She has striven from the .earliest dawn of history to 
weld the Germanic peoples* into nationhood, and always 
she has failed. “The Germans can never be a nation, 
said Goethe, who ^ated ipilitarisnif “ but at least they 
cati be free citizens.” The contempt expressed by her 
modern historians for England is feigned. They hate 
us ; and J ohnson €ays truly that you cannot hate what you 
despise. To Germany hgis been given many talents, but 
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into l:^er hands God has not committed the d/stinies of the 
human race. She takes the sword and perishes with the 
sword. This restless, haunted, and suspicious Emperor, 
half-believing that in him is fulfilled the mediaeval dream 
of German Romanticism, half-feeling that in him the will 
of God is working to its sublime terrestrial consummation, 
strikes in what he held was Germany’s hour, and even as 
he strikes the clock tolls the knell of another short-lived 
and always precarious G’:rman Empire. How shall they 
rule the world who have never had the spirit of national 
unity at their centre? Prussia’s titanic effort to forge the 
separAt^ German States into a solid Empire has failed. 

'•It was splendid, it was magnificent; but it has failed. 
The labour of fifty years lies at her feet in the broken 
elements of her Empire which was never an empire. For 
a little while it looked as if she had shackled destiny, as 
if she had bound fate in chains, as if the impossible had 
been accomplished. But she had never absorbed the 
German States. She started to conquer her enemies 
before she had conquered those of her own household. 
The history oY Germany is thq fate of Germany. And 
from Charles V to William II that history has always been 
written in the fading colours of victory and in the lasting 
blackness of defeat. Germany can only be great when 
she breaks free from the Prussian drill-sergeant and goes 
back to her books. 

There are two Empire': in the world which have been 
Empires down the centuries, Russia and England — these 
two and only these two. Empire is in the blood of these 
peoples. Their histories are histories of imperialism. 
Russia, surrounded by barbaric enemies, has not only 
saved herself from destructi^on, but has absorbed these 
enemies on every side of her into the mystery of the 
Russian soul. The Lithuanian, the Georgian, the Cossack, 
the Mongol is now a Russian in the way he looks at 
life and Regards other nations. The history of Russia 
is the fate of Russia. This little people, once fighting for 
its existence, once broken and bleeding at the foot of 
Turk and Mongol, is now a mighty Empire by the force 
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tVie ordeal of peace 

of its power to absorb enemies and to create a nation. 
Against such a power Prussian force could not prevail. 
And at the other end of Europe, holding the seas of the 
world in her grasp, is Britain, whose Elnpire is scattered, 
whose citizens are of many races, and whose law is the 
law of freedom^ justice, and union — an Empire the most 
expoied to disruption but the^most coherent, an Empire 
such as never yet was known and yet the most sensible. 
And against such a* power Prussian force couM not 
prevail. It is in destiny that Russia at one end of Europe 
and Britain at the other should either clash together for 
world ''^^astery or in spiritual union destroy tkc 'fecurs 
of the nations and give peace to the earth. .This is th^ 
choice of the twentieth century. It is Peice or War.^ 

• 

Those who now stand by the war machine of Great 
Britain may be left J;o their work. , The machine was built 
for them ; their labour is but to keep it in motion ; and 
already the end foreseen by others is in sight. Victory is 
certain. Once more the freedom qf the wjrld is ^cure. 
William of Germany, the fifth man to assail the liberties of 
the human race, fail5 as Charles V failed, as Philip II 
failed, as Louis ‘XIV failed, and as Napoleon failed. He 
who doubts the ^nd has the newspaper for his excuse, not 
history for his assurance. But while the end is certain, the 
beginning is obscure. With this war# ends not only an 
attack upon human liberty, but an epoch, almost a world. 
And with peace will begin not only a new age, but aimost 
a new world. 

We in Great Britain accomplished in two years what the 
laborious Prusskn failed to accomplish in Jifty years. We 
made ourselves a mighty military power, and with pas- 
sionate loyalty in all our looso-knit parts flung ourselves as 
one man upon the enemy. We have greatness in our 
blood, and our greafness manifested itself in the hour of 
trial. We proved oufselves before mankind wort]iy of our 
noble heredity and worthy <jf our ^orious heritage^. Des- 
tiny is still upon our side. And destiny will not desert us 
in the hour which approaches if*we are faithful to the beclj 
' See Appendix, Note L. « 
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of the Spirit and rise up and follow, without fear and with- 
out boastfulness, whither the Spirit leads. Let us be of 
^ good courage, for we have withstood the* cataclysm ; let 
us reflect before v^^e move, for the future is dark. 

Our energy has served us at the ending of an epoch. 
We must summon our wisdom for the beginning of a new 
age. Let lis consider what is required of us. ^ . • 

Itds rather to suggest ^how the BHtish spirit will operate 
at the conclusion of war than to presume to teach my 
fellow-countrymen what they should do that I write this 
concTTi^ion to my vindication of Great Britain.'"* I think 
^ there are already signs which show us^ how the British 
spirit is beginning to apprdach the impending ordeal, and 
by indicating those signs it may be something of a help 
and something of an encouragement to those who, doubt- 
ing how we should emerge from a great war, still doubt 
what the fate of this country will be in the years that *are 
coming. ' 

Itfseems to me that we'have exhausted two great forces 
in our national life, the political forces known as Liberalism 
and Conservatism. Men are conscious that faction is a 
danger, and that the fortunes of the nafidn are too serious 
to lie at the hazard of party strife. The/ feel that the war 
has brought all classes nearer together, and that in this 
unity of ^ the national spirit the nation has been able to 
accomplish great things. It is impossible, in their thoughts, 
that we should slip back into our old ways. But when 
they look forward the)^ are troubled. They are troubled 
because they do not see how political parties will group 
themselves, and chiefly perhaps because hhey do not see 
any man of genius in the nation capable of leadership. 

■ They are aware that the Slapdash School of politicians 
cannot be trusted with the future. ^ If this future is too 
critical for the^ obstruction of ConseVvatism, it is also too 
critical /or the undisciplined enthlisiasms of the s^pcial 
reforrn^r. Slapdash is well erough jn a period of profound 
peace and enormous prosperity; but, at the beginning pf 
i.a new experience reflection is necessary — reflection ^nd 
/Wisdom. Many of us look baVk on the last ten or twelve 
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years and wonder at ourselves that we did not perceive the 
absurdity of the reforms for which we fought so ‘Stub- 
bornly. Why did we not perceive, for example, that to 
provide pensions for old age and to confer upon middle age 
the benefits of insurance, before we had 'done anything of 
value for the new generation, was to put the cart before 
the horse? We were swept off our feet by the fighting 
rhetoric .of ‘the Slapdash School. We thought we could 
have a new earth with a few patches. We thought it 
needed only a prop here and a strut there to transform the 
hovel of life into the palace of millennial existence. The 
orator ^id his spell upon us. We ceased to reflect, we 
abando^ci ourselves to our dream, and in a worlfi whioh^ 
did not exist, laboured to build a world which dbuld never 
be. Why did we overlook *the child? Why did our 
enthusiasm for the middlef-aged, and our pity for the old, 
blind us to the child who, while we shouted for millennium, 
suffered and stumbkd for lack of guidance ? 

At last we see that the work of statesmanship is to 
mould and frame a nation. We see that to mould and 
frame a nation, bodily, morally, *and •spirituaUy, it is above 
all things necessary t^ begin with the child. We see that 
if we take care o^ childhood, middle age and old age will 
take care of themselves. Afl our patches had been 
unnecessary if childhood -thirty years ago had been given 
the chance it deserves. We see it now as clearly as we 
see the meaning of the Prussian spirit. • Some o^ us saw it 
before, as they saw also the danger of Britain’s inaptitude 
for new ideas, but we were too entranced by the vehement 
rhetoric of the Slapdash School to hear the measured 
words of real wisdom. And now, when we see it clearly, 
when so many of us see quite clearly that we must, above 
all other things, begin to mould and frame the nation for 
the mighty tests of the. futufe, we wonder where we mu^t 
look for leadership.. 

Liberalism has e?^iausted^ itself ; Qonservatism has no 
ideas. There remains Labour. As we know it in the 
i|ouse of Commons, Labour is not a very inspiri^ force. 
lik raison detre i.% provincial ; its spirit is sectional ; it 
appears to have neither the hefght of true vision nor th® 
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breadth of true sympathy. But Labour differs from 
Liberalism and Conservatism in this, that while they are at 
the end of themselves, Labour is only at its beginning. 
What may Labour become when even now it is conscious 
of these islands as only a part of a gigantic commonwealth, 
and even now in the classes for which it^ had entertained 
a certain hostility is conscious of qualities lacking in itself 
and necessary to its evo^lution ? If Labour ' remain the 
political weapon of a sectional trades unionism it must 
decay and perish, but if Labour, feeling that its title 
embraces all that is finest and noblest in humanity — the 
stri^in^ of the mind, the toil of the brain, and t})e heavy 
^ labour^ of the soul seeking perfection — if Labour, feeling 
this, sets 6ut tq grow, to develop, to beegme the weapon of 
the Time Spirit, then not only is its own future secure, 
but the fortunes of humanity afe in the safest hands. 

There are signs that Labour is awake to its destiny.^ I 
find, for instance, that among the most reflecting working 
men there is a marked and a 'growing suspicion of the 
Radical demagogue. •• The Labour man has less antipathy 
for the genuine Conservative than for the strutting mouth- 
piece of the Slapdash School. He feel^s— and his instinct 
is extraordinarily acute ifi these matters — that the rhetor 
of Radicalism is something of a poseur^ that as his 
popularity increases his purity of purpose wanes, and that 
as he los^s his sinlplicity and the first passion of the village 
reformer he becomes the worst type of the man of the world 
— the man of the world who professes idealism but practises 
cunning and takes his ease with the vulgarians. There 
are signs, too, that Labour is aware of the need for true 
leadership. Labour would give itself with enthusiasm 
to any great man who would lead it to what it now begins 
'to feel is its destiny. I L* would not ask him if he is 
Conservative or Liberal : it wouldi decide within itself 
whether the man /s a true^ man or a false man ; and it 
would fallow the true ,man with loyalty and affection. 

I feel that it is in this way that the British spirit is 
beginning to manifest itself. I seem to discern in Labpur 
' the first movements towards grandeur, the grandeur of a 
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noble nationalism which will not rest in nationalism. • The 
more the Slapdash School bangs its great drum the less is 
Labour deflected from its path. It looks far, it thinks 
deeply, and it asks itself Whither? befbre it moves. If, 
as I believe it will, Labour decide to appeal to the nation 
for a scheme of feducation in its widest and most compre- 
hensiife fetpa, if it make nationaj training, the 'first clause 
in its new gospel for a new world, then I believe that it 
is destined to absorb tvithin itsdf all that is best^ and 
purest and most honest in Liberalism and Conservatism. . 

The j^ifit I wish to establish is this : In British ckar^cter 
there is the finest material in the world for great achieve-'*' 
ment. Our energy is magnificent. I think* it is matchless. 
But the future tells us tha.it if this energy is to do its work 
and attain its consummation, it must be intelligent energy — 
that is to say it mu^t be directed to a clearly visualized 
and highly intelligent end. There must be less Push and 
Go, and much more reflection. Slapdash must be thrown 
aside and wisdom set in its plac(!. We must leave nothing 
to chance. We must destnoy faction. We must call our 
wisest and our greatest* to tell us what we must do before 
we begin to worl<.* The politician as we have known him 
is discredited. He has no ideas. He has nothing to tell 
us. He has nothing to give us. Life, as we see it now, is 
development. Our development has respched a point when 
it must become conscious development. We must not 
trust to our matchless energy to make something, but 
must use our intelligence to make the particular thing that 
we perceive to Be essential. We desire a better world, a 
juster world, a stronger world, and a moro rational world. 
Let us summon our highest intelligence to this task, and 
pray that our intelligence may’ be worthy of our energy. 

There is no exact parallel in history to the problem 
which will confront t^is nation at the^ conclusion of war. 
Some likeness may be’found in the situation of th^ United 
States after the Civil \Yar, when a new equilibrium to 
be established, but Jt is not a parallel. The emergency 
which confronts us is a new emergency. We are, as it were, « 
at the making of a new v^orld. • 
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A great man once said that when he was confronted by 
a new set of conditions he always began by looking 
steadily at the problem which they creaVed. “ I put it 
clearly before me,*^ he said. If we put our problem before 
us, we shall see, I think, that our first and our highest need 
is the need of leadership. We cannot tfust ourselves to 
the amateur and the patjcher and the ^windb:;^,, Monu- 
mental oratory will not construct the new house of life, even 
as plsitform glibness failed to keep the storm out of the old 
structure. Our need is for a particular kind of leadership — 
reflecting leadership. 

• I lie^rd a scholar say that the finest tribute e^fSr paid to 
* man was that of Wordsworth’s when he called the spirit 
of Milton to England’s aid. ‘ Why Milton ? “ Milton, ihoti 

shouldst be living at this hou^” Why Milton, and not 
Shak(5speare, who was a greater master of words and a 
greater genius ? “ England hath need of theei' Why 
Milton, and not Cromwell, who was a far more potent 
reformer”? Milton, because Milton stood for certain 
qualkies of Jiuman .personality lacking in Shakespeare 
and lacking in Cromwell ; Miiton, because Milton stood 
for elevation of mind, for magnanimity of soul, for lofti- 
ness of spirit ; Milton, because Milton was a moral force, 
because he meant character, because aK his wisdom and 
scholarship and intelleciualism were only elements in a 
spirit whj,ch was powerful by the sheer force of its moral 
nobility; Milton, becaitsc Milton stood for truth, righteous- 
ness, and duty, liy righteousness is a nation saved, by 
righteousness is a people nourished and sustained. 

That our need for such high leadership is great and 
urgent may be j\idged not only from the Emergency which 
now confronts us, but by^ the conditions which have 
^brought us to this pass. 

We see on all sides of us evidencq of a depraved taste. 
The jerry-builder, .with no sense of the dialect of a dis- 
trict, and) with only a desire to make money as quickly as 
possibly, is ruining the most •beauljful countryside in the 
world and destroying the lovely character of our most 
i ancient cities. The visitor even to Oxford has to approach 
*the grey loveliness of the town through a blinding glare of 
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red bricks and machine-cut slates. In all the towns on 
the banks of the Tyne there is nothing but blackne^ and 
squalor. The^reat centres of industry are so repulsive 
that no one thinks of them as places ^n which any man 
would live if he could possibly help it. The wonderful 
charm of a little place like Broadstairs, preserving some of 
the qy[pst delightful memories of Charles Dicl^ens, is prac- 
tically de^dlToyed^by red bricks, •while its wide, rolling, and 
splendid north cliff, wljich was opce open to all the world, 
is now fenced in with the cheapest French sticks, and 
can only be seen from the streets of villadom or along an • 
unevea^fgl road. Places like Margate and Blacl^oc^l are 
almost as indifferent to the real purposes of lifers Maijj^ 
Chester, Warrington, or Bootje. The suburbs*of London 
are more monotonous than its slums. There is nothing 
to look at, nothing to admire, nothing to create interest of 
any kind, until we have left the tram-lines far behind us, 
and the cottages of* a hundred* years ago begin to appear. 
And this is true of every single city in the kingdom, 
including such interesting pjaces as Nottingham and 
Exeter and Coventry, wherever the modern builder has 
set up his idea of a*hurnan dwelling. 

If our hornet are deplorable, what must be said of our 
public amusements ? Can any man say on his conscience 
that he is not ’ashamed when he goes abroad at the 
memory of our gin-palaces, our music-halls, and our 
dreadful “ Empires ” and “ Palaces ” f\rhich ejjJhibit cine- 
matograph pictures? We still have the most beautiful 
parks in the world, but our street amusements are the 
worst in the world. There is nothing in Europe or Asia 
so horrible an^ revolting as the sight presented in every 
city and town throughout the length arid breadth of this 
country — the sight of pMblic-houses stuffed full of 
slatternly women and* degraded men. As for the amuffir- 
ments of our people, as to what drama and music mean to 
the million masses,»let Mr. .William •Ardier bear witness. 
Hfe says in a recent number of the Fortnightly^ Review : 

Under its various aliases, the music-hall is*certainly 
not the leasts among the forces that shape and colour 
the mind of the nation! Every night and alnicwst 
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every afternoon tens of thousands of men and 
wbmen, boys and girls, flock to the “ Empires ” and 
“ Palaces ” which have arisen in every centre of popu- 
lation above t^e grade of a village. That they are 
deeply influenced, morally and cTesthetically, by the 
entertainments presented to them is ^scarcely to be 
dispute^. ^ 

Has the music-hall, nn its fifty-odd year-roi high- 
pressure activity, procjuced either a culture-poetry or 
a »folk-poetry in any way commensurate either with 
the effort centred upon it or with the ruin it has 
wrought ? 

. ' The answer, though almost incredible, must be 
unqualified and emphatic ; the music-hall has pro- 
duced not one single lyric which has any chance of 
living in the national memory, except, perhaps, as a 
monument of vulgarity and inanity. I speak, of 
course, of the words : tlie fate of tulles it is impossible 
to prophesy ; but I can remember none which seems 
to me to take even respecta&Ie rank as a melodic 
invention. * ‘ 

What is certain is that the whole music-hall move- 
ment has produced not one — literally pot one — piece 
of verse that can ranl< as poetry of the humblest 
type, or even as a really clever* bit of comic rhyming. 
If it had given us a fiurns or a B^ranger, it would 
in so far have ''justified its existence; but it has 
not even given us a Charles Dibdin or a Haynes 
Bayly. 

To revive our memory of this wholly jmmemorable 
literature, let us glance down the list of songs in 
Mr Hibbert’s index. I omit many titles, but none 
^' that seems to promise work of »a higher order: 

“ Act on the square, girls, act ton the square ; 
“Captain Cuff”;*' “Captaai Jinks of the Horse 
Marines”; “Champagne Charley”; “The Chicka- 
leary tBloke ” ; “ Clicquot ” ; Come where the booze 
is cheaper ” ; “ Cool Burgundy Ben ” ;« “ Get your hair 
< cut”; “ Hi-tiddly-hi-ti-ti"” ; “ Hit him on the boko”; 
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“If you want to know the time, ask a pleeceman”; 
“ Kemo Kimo ” ; “ La-di-da ; “ Let ’em ^11 c6me ” ; 
“Milk % the twins”; “Mind you inform your 
father”; “Moet and Charidon”;. “Not for Joe”; 
“ The Perfect Cure ” ; “ Pollywollyamo ” ; “ Rackety 
Jack”; “Rollicking Rams”; “Slap Bang, here we 
a.e again ” ; “ Sparkling Moselle ” ; “ Tg-rara-boom- 
de-*ajr ' ; “ There's 'air ” ; ^ They're all very fine and 
large ” ; “ Tooral-Jaddy ” ; “^Tvvo lovely black eyes ” ; 
“Up in a balloon”; “We don’t want to fight”; 
“Wot cheer, ’Ria.” ' 

there ever such an array of rampant im- 
becility? ... 

One thing may be said with absolute confidence : 
in the strenuous years that lie before us, when our 
whole existence may ‘depend on our making the very 
most of such moral and intellectual qualities as nature 
• has bestowed u^on us, the enormous wastage involved 
in our lower forms of popular entertainment must, if 
unchecked, lead to disasti;ous consequences.^ 

Such amusements as these, we m\ist remember, ate not 
only the amusements of the ignorant and the squalid. 
They are the most popular exj:ant entertainments for all 
classes. “ Officers who have been living on the brink of 
death for months^ says Mr. Archer, “ have nothing better 
to do with their scant time of respite than to haunt amuse- 
ment houses, which makes it seem very doubtful whether 
England is worth fighting for, A man whose leave is 
expiring will take his wife or his betrothed, on the last 
evening they may ever spend together, to a piece of garish 
and cynical inaijity, humiliating alike to our national and 
to our personal self-respect.” And Mr. H^bbert says : “ It 
is significant that no factor of the music-hall programn ie 
has maintained his prfce so steadily as the ‘ red-nosea*^ 
comedian.' ” • 

When we turn from the amusements of the people to 
the •newspapers of the people, matters are nearly as bad. 
The popular newspaper iS the paper that gives most 
photographs of acttresses and society women mixed up 
with sensational paragraphs, blood-curdling fiction, and ^ 



266 THE VINDICATION OF GREAT BRITAIN 

violent political bias. The report of Parliamentary debates 
hardly exists in these wretched papers ; literary criticism 
is squeezed into a few paragraphs, if it appear at all ; and 
everything else is ^he police court, the divorce court, and 
what professes to be society gossip. We have the best 
newspapers in the world — in London, in ^Manchester, in 
Glasgow, in Edinburgh, and in Liverpool — but so far as 
London is concerned these” admirable newspap^^are not 
popular with the million, and sonje of them only just 
contrive to exist. For the rest — rubbish. 

' I need not refer at any length to other matters which 
are notorious enough — the very low intellectua]j^ne of 
vhat is ^called society, a general laxity of morals and 
manners amongothe leisured classes, the^ entire want of 
national enthusiasm for education, the decadence of the 
legitimate drama, the grinning prurience of advertisements 
on hoardings and in newspapers, the lack of restraint, 
modesty, and humility in every class ^of the community, 
and the excessive emphasis on the right of every person 
in the State to do what he Jikes, think what he likes, and 
say what he likes. 

There are many indications, some tof them of the most 
encouraging character (I am thinking above everything 
else of the moral influence of educated women on political 
life) — many indications that the nation is ashamed of these 
things ; but it still remains a most serious reflection that 
any one of these things should continue to exist at all 
at a time when our youngest, bravest, and hopefullest are 
dying for us, and when the future character of European 
civilization is swinging and swaying in a hurricane of 
destruction. To ignore these symptoms pf evil is folly: 
to do nothing to remove the evil is madness. Take, for 
example, the questions of our falling birth-rate and of 
mfantile mortality. Here, in the 4urid light of war, the 
most blind and indifferent must see the peril which 
threatens our existence as a world Power. In 1877 began 
the fall df the birth-rate, and the writer of a recfent 
pamphlet entitled Cradles or Coffins? basing himself on 
official figures, calculates that we kave directly lost, 
Owing to the reduction in birth-rate alone, in less th^n 
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forty years, 8,573,223 lives.” This is direct doss^. But 
if one-third of this number had reached marriageable age, 
and married, and their families consisted of only one child, 
and of those children one in seven had died before birth, 
the direct and indirect loss in forty years is a population 
of eleven millions. The figures of infantile mortality re- 
preaen^ ^ inexpressible tragedy of human life. And 
the figures of syphilitic suffering among infants a still 
greater tragedy. One authority says that ‘‘syphilis is 
more disastrous to child-life than tubercle.” Another that 
32*8 per cent, of all stillbirths are due to syphilis. And 
it is^c’^ieved that every year 100,000 children^ are^ born 
dead, or one in 7*63 of the'^total birth-rate. . “ One baby 
in every nine,”^ays the wrker of the pamphlet we have 
referred to, “dies during .the first twelve months of life.” 

What is the remedy for thfe mass of evil preying on 
the nation's vitality? Is there one cure to which we can 
give ourselves in the hope of destroying all the causes 
of this multitudinous badness — our vulgarity, our exces- 
sive individualism, our immorality, our ifidifferen*ce, and 
our ignorance ? What will give us a cleaner, a gladder, 
a more sponfefteous existence, with the Wordsworthian 
ideal of joy in widest commonalty spread ? 

I think the one cure, and t^p only cure, the cure which 
goes to the root of everything, and wlych, at the same time, 
gives greatest promise of creative benefit, is nmtional train- 
ing, We must begin at once to improve the whole quality 
of our national education, and set about the reconstruction 
of our entire educational system. There lies the tap-root of 
all those evil things which degrade us yi the eyes of other 
people and hold the better part of the nation back from 
advancing to its rightful destiny. Our national and ouj;.jn- 
divjdual sins, in largest measure, are the fruits of stupidity.^ 
We are a nation* very ill equipped for the battle of life. 
Nine of our childhn out of every ten feceive no education 
at all after the age oj JourteeH, The boys go in vast , 
legions to dead-end occupations, becoming cCt the age 
of eighteen or twenty, except in those exceptional cases 
where personality saves them, unskilled labourers. ^The 



268 THE VINDICATION OF GREAT BRITAIN 


girls go into factories and domestic service, losing vitality, 
losing the joy of life, and never once knowing the stimulus 
and reward of intelligence. It is a wonder that we are 
not worse than we are. It is a wonder that we have 
so few labour troubles and so little unrest among the 
masses. The explajiation is that we are^' in our very 
natures, and by the force of our heredity, a la>v-ajiidirig 
people, and a people as fatalistic as any “"of the** Eastern 
races. We put up with .everything, even with serious 
inconveViiences which a minimum of effort would remove. 

This law-abiding quality of English character de- 
serves^ attention. It passes sometimes for a vir 4 w^f,"^and 
b»e'ause of i^ we are disposed to think of ourselves too 
easily as a moral people. But this is to debase morality. 
Morality does not lie in obedience to standards of conduct. 
Morality is an inward conviction of the superiority of 
right over wrong, with a spiritual enthusiasm for the right. 
To keep the law is nothing ; a lunatic in confinement, or 
a convict under prison discipline, js not a moral person. 
A nation is not a moral nation which merely acquiesces 
in the Taw of the land or is obedient to the decalogue. 
A man may be perfectly moral in hks conduct, and yet 
thoroughly immoral in his soul. ‘ 

I will take a case which is consonant . to the whole 
argument of this book. is perfectly well known to 
every man in politics^ that from the year 1906 to the year 
1911 Lord Haldane had to carry through his Army policy 
with but little assistance from his colleagues. It is per- 
fectly well known that certain ministers not only opposed 
his reforms, but desired to get rid of him and to introduce 
such retrenchment^ at the War Office as would not only 
have arrested the policy of reform, but would have reduced 
th^.British Army to a conditfpn not unlike that from 
‘which Lord Haldane rescued it.^ Now, no man has a 

t 

* As late as Tanuarf iqi*! Mr. Lloyd Georg^ was praising Lord 
Randolph Chumhill’s action in resigning as a protest against increased* 
military estimates. Asked by his interviewer if the present moment 
was favourable for a reduction of armaments, he^ replied, “ I think 
it is the most favourable moment .that has presented itself during 
^he Yast twenty years.” 
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right to quarrel with these ministers, certainly not to 
accuse them of immorality. They were entitled to think 
that the money spent on our physical defence exceeded 
our needs. \t could be argued that if Russia and France 
attended to their armies with as great a devotion as we 
were attending to our Navy, the peacf of the world would 
be secured, as far as armaments can seci^e it. Social 
reforff^v’i4s pres^sing ; the oppesition was fighting expendi- 
ture with increasing force ; the newspapers were taunting 
the Government with extravagance ; to spend mora money 
on the Army than was absolutely essential — this wa% 
fooKit. perhaps criminal. Here is a thesis that co<yld be 
argued. ^ ^ 

13ut what becomes of ihe morality of * these same 
ministers who, when war comes, and when Lord Haldane’s 
preparations save therfi from the lamp-post, and when 
Lord Haldane himself is being denounced by the most 
yioknt and dangerous people in the community as a 
traitor to his country, keep their mouths shut? Nay, what 
becomes of the morality of these ministers, who, leaving 
to the wolves the colleague they had* opposed, rush 
furiously into the .limelight of public attention, and, 
assuming the^U* which amused Turgenev, the air of their 
own statues erected by pubfic subscription, demand the 
nation’s applause? 

This is not morality; it is*immorality. It is conduct 
such as would, have made a man Sir Walter Scott 
white with indignation, and driven a man like Charles 
Kingsley or Thomas Huxley into a very fury of rage. 
Instead of seeking the plaudits of the mob, instead of 
putting on the garments of national heroism, instead of 
strutting here and there as the incarnation of Britain’s 
honour, the duty of these ministers was to stand by their 
colleague and to face the*storm of ignorant abuse. 
man with a graii> of chivalry in his nature could have 
done anything elset No roan of hcinoiw could have con- 
ceived of doing anything else. • * 

These ministers, you vfill observe, committed no offence 
against the law# of the land. Outwardly they were not 
merely good and patriotic :* they were indeed, some^f 
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them, veritably of the greatest possible service to the State; 
but in Vhe eyes of a man of honour they were immoral. 

Without a firm n^oral foundation to his character every 
man who presumes to guide or to influence public opinion 
is a danger to his country. He may hav^ at his heart 
what he conceives to be the true interests of his nation, 
he may even make great • sacrifices for Chose "interests ; 
but if he is not governed^^by the fij^ed and eternal laws 
of morality his patriotism will for ever be a menace 
to his country, and a menace, perhaps, to the rest of 
the world. 

friend of mine once argued with the German Em- 
peror on the question of militarism. He<>pointed out to 
the Emperor that in spite of his professions of peace, the 
very fact that he so closely and so deliberately associated 
himself with the military -^forces of his nation made for 
unrest, suspicion, and open scepticism. The Empero;* 
listened with grave interest to this argument. He was 
moved by it, for he is a mcyi who"^ has ever been haunted 
by an "almost mtolerable .sense of responsibility. But at 
the end, nodding his head as though to say “That’s all 
very well,” he pointed over his left shoujder and said, 
“ Look west ” ; then, pointing over the other shoulder, he 
said, “ Look east.” 

We see now that this identification of the Emperor with 
the militarism of Kis nation, dictated by patriotic con- 
siderations and justifiable on purely national grounds, has 
brought disaster to his own country and great suffering to 
almost all the world. He pointed to the east, and he 
pointed to the \vest. But the frontiers gf nationalism 
are not the ends of civilization. On the east the Emperor 
saw the innumerable legions of the Tzar, and on the west 
tlie unconquerable spirit of a people whose richest territory 
one of his ancestors had wrested from^ it. Danger there, 
and danger on the east. But those dangers were as nothing 
to the sovran danger which lay neither east nor west, hat 
inward, d^ep in his own unsettleti heart. If he had looked 
neither to the right nor to the left, blit ir.ward to his own 
hdart : if he had considerecf neither the strategic railways 
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of Russia nor the diplomacy of France, but the everlasting 
laws of right and wrong : if he had broken free from the 
warring confusions of nationalism and had given himself 
whole-heartedly to the spirit of humanity, how different 
now had been the history of the world. 

If he desired peace — and all who know him are con- 
vinced that he did desire peace — it was njorally wrong 
to clotlie nimselT in the garments of vv^and to use the 
language of force. If in truth Jie desired the welfare of 
humanity, it was morally wrong to associate hinftelf so^ 
arro^ntly and so exclusively with only the few millions 
of G&i’rramy. If in truth he believed in Go^J, it? was 
morally wrong — whatever the dangers of eagt and wwst 
— to wear the Ifvery of Odin. He might have drawn all 
nations together, but he .was intent only on safeguarding 
his own. He might have sown confidence in the fields of 
Europe, but nationalism led bifti to sow enmity and dis- 
trust. Because he had no moral foundations to his 
character, because his , heart was not surely fixed, he 
endeavoured to serve two masters^ he divided his house 
against itself, and he brought ruin to the wdrld. 

We may see the s3me danger in ourselves. It is only 
a few years agft 1:hat one of owr most popular newspapers 
was threatening. to roll France^n “blood and mud.” She 
was told that England had long hesitated between France 
and Germany, but that now Englarj^’s ^ind was made 
up — “ France will be rolled in the blood and mfid in which 
her Press daily wallows . . . nothing like an entente cor- 
diale can subsist between England and her nearest neigh- 
bour . . . their colonies will be taken from them and 
given to Gern^any and Italy . . . the French have suc- 
ceeded in thoroughly convincing John Bull that they 
are his inveterate enemies/ and that all his attempts. aJL 
conciliation are useless.” 

Tliis newspaper Believed that it was serving the interests 
of^ Great Britain in using sifch outrageous language. The 
language was not chosen jout of *a delight in mischief or 
to increase the newspaper's circulation : it was deliberately 
provocative becatise provocation was deemed the best 
means of frightening a very intellectual and gallant peopife 
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into doing what the newspaper wanted — and what the 
newspaper wanted was something to the advantage of 
England. But such language made the .work of King 
Edward exceedingly difficult : it brought us into contempt 
ijdfth all that is truest and best in France : and it might 
%ry well have thijown the French people into the arms 
of Germany Only the clumsy character of Ge^i^an 
diplomacy, an«^l the pers*picuity of Fi'fench •stcifesmen, 
saved us at that'" time from a disaster which might have 
been overwhelming. 

Such language as this would never have been employed 
if the policy of the newspaper in question had ^jpsirtased 
Uifon morality. For, whatever the danger to be guarded 
against, it can never be right to address another people in 
the terms of a bully. It is always wrong to be insulting. 
It is always right to be persuasive and reasonable. No 
benefit won by threat anddnsult can be a righteous benefit. 
And no nation which uses threat and insult can enjoy the 
confidence of mankind. 

It has been said of a w^ll-known newspaper proprietor 
that he is th^ incendiary of journalism — “ a man ever 
ready to set the world in a blaze to make a newspaper 
placard.” I do not believe this. I know him, and at one 
time knew him with a fair degree of intimacy. He is a 
man, I am certain, who most earnestly desires to serve his 
country. He has many qualities which are noble and 
generous. »‘He has 'made sacrifices for what he conceives 
to be the truth. He has more than once risked the 
popularity on which his wealth depends to secure an 
advantage for the nation. And he has had the courage 
and the honesty ?igain and again to change^ his mind. 

But the offences which he has undoubtedly committed 
^re grave offences, and for many of his countrymen he is a 
sinister figure of the most serious 'danger to civilization. 
How is it that these offences come ? « They come frbm a 
lack of unswerving 'morality* in the ''region of thought. 
They are the offences, siot of personal selfishness, but* of 
selfish nationalism, a nationalism scf sincere and decisive 
that it becomes oblivious andtindifferent^to the unchanging 
Wws of morality. To exaggerate is thought no sin, if 
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exaggeration serve a patriotic end. To obstruct 

progress is thought a duty, if the end is of greater ftational 
benefit. The end justifies the means. Everything must 
be sacrificed lo secure the great end. ^Scruples are for the 
shortsighted and moderation for the timorous. Forward, 
over the hody^ of truth, over the body of justice, over the 
body of goodness and righteousness ; for\^d, forward to 
the gfeat/end. • ^ 

Such a man as this, like the German Emperor, places 
nationalism above morality, ft is the most fata4 of in- 
versions. Morality is eternal. Every sin against those] 
etertiel laws brings retribution now or hereafter. National- 
ism is iTself a sin against morality ; for the ^moverofent 
of life is away .from all forijas of selfishness ; and he who 
throws himself athwart the movement of life is opposing 
himself to the will of thS universe. History is a chronicle 
of such oppositions. All the .blood of battles has been 
filled in resistance to the movement of life, that unbroken 
movement of the spirit of humanity from individualism and 
tribalism towards the icfeal of ^sympathy, co-operation, and 
brotherhood. It is the same in th^ natural world. • Every 
living thing, animal dor plant, which lives by destruction, 
always makes, Us environment worse for itself and its 
descendants.^ The mastodon, that evolutionary triumph 
of selfish strength, existed onlv to become extinct. The 
museums and the menageries of the world arc full of 
memorials to tbe folly of attempting^to oppose the great 
central movement of life. That plant and that creature 
which have something to give to others, however humble 
tkey be and however weak, flourish exceedingly, improving 
their environment for their descendants, ^^hile the mastodon 
perishes, and lion, tiger, and wolf glare at the world from 
behind iron bars. • • 

The latter years of the last century were darkened by an 
unreasonable phrase — the Spencerian phrase of struggle 
for existence, Meif saw no longer ^ unkrerse working out 
a •divine destiny, but a blind -and unguide*d universe 
blundering through mpinef and bloodshed to a purposeless 
end. All the wonderful beauty of the world was clouded 
* The Meaning of Li fey by E. Kay Robinson. 
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over the false thought that nature ^ is red in tooth 
and claw. It did not occur to many in those days that 
while on every side of them were things of dxquisite 
beauty and tenderpess, interlaced with each other in a 
marvellous web of sympathy, only here and there, at vast 
intervals, was there ^ any evidence of slaughter and pain. 
For them it w^s as if the fields ran red with blood and the 
woods rang witlt^cries of death. They questioned the fdea 
of a Providence.^ 'They closed their books of teleology for 
the last time. They looked out from their darkened 
windows upon a struggle for existence which appeared 
to them cruel and meaningless. ^ 

^here is, indeed, a struggle for existence ; but a struggle 
for a particular existence. And because ^that struggle is 
for a particular existence it is a moral, a magnificent, and 
a divine struggle^ All purpose is ‘there. The old teleology 
is gone, but so is the mastodon. No demiurgus made the 
world, set it going, and withdrew to ' see how it would 
work. In life itself is the purpose of life. In evolutiop 
itself is the teleology of existence*. From the beginnings 
of tim^, before vnan had appeared upon this planet, before 
a crystal was formed, before there ivas cohesion of any 
kind, and while yet this corner of the infinite; universe was 
a writhing flame whirling through the unbroken silences 
of space, that spirit which we call life was immanent in 
the mist, and was moving \jo the ends of creation. It was 
struggling then, but: not in a blind and aimless struggle. 
It was struggling for existence, and for a particular exist- 
ence. It was weaving itself a material garment, but a 
particular material garment, and a material garment 
be used for a purpose. The flame died down ; the worlds 
took shape : a thousand forms appeared on this particular 
^ta,r: and historic life began Tor humankind. From the 
savage Man moved forward through centuries of struggle, 
half-conscious of guidance from without, unconscious of 
guidance from withift, but himself, in^ the divinity of his 
own spirit, pressing forward to fuller and deeper experi- 
ence, to 'finer and grander cortsciou^sness. And we who 
look back can see over all the wreckage of wars and over 
the ruins of imperfect civilizations and over all the 
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litter of half-tr\e theories of existence, the*onQ great 
spiritual truth of history, the one supreme miracle of human 
experience — a movement towards beauty and goodness. 

Darwin, who confessed that he could never look without 
feeling sick at the tail-feather of a peacock — that wonder of 
shaded colout^ that miracle of the blood which carries 
delicate degrees of beauty to an exact, ai^lmost infini- 
tesimal point — Darwin has nothing toyfell us either of 
real origins or of tha existence* of beaffty and goodness. 
No man can explain the universe. Into no system can tho 
infinite be compressed. And with no words can the eternal 
be ufterei “ Dear friend,” said Goethe, to one who would 
convert him to a dogma, “it is with you as itjs with iffe ; 
in the particulal* you feel yourself grand* and mighty, but 
the whole goes as little iijto your head as into mine.” All 
that we know for certain is this, that from the beginning 
of time there has been a movefnent of life, and that this 
movement has been in the direction of beauty and good- 
ness. Whence came the movement, we can never know ; 
whither it tends, we can only guess ; but in our own human 
story of life, in the histor.y of mankind on \his planet, we 
can see that there zs ftiovement, and that this movement is 
towards betterment. We know as surely as we know 
anything that iu mankind life has been moving towards 
greater intelligence and wider^sympathy ; and we must 
decide within ourselves, looking for np end of the riddle 
and hoping for* no rewards of any kind, whefher by our 
thoughts and actions we will further this movement of life, 
or by our thoughts and actions throw ourselves athwart 
it»^ path. 

• • 

As regards our own nation, which carries in so signifi- 
cant a degree the fortunes of civilization, and which vdtK, 
Russia, I am persuaded, is destined to exercise an over- 
whefming influence*on the present century, it may be said 
with all modesty that it ha^ qualities of* the v^ry highest 
kind, and qualities which ^are of*supreme importance- to 
the human race. Tlie question which should concern us 
is the manner in ^hich those qualities are to be employed 
and the direction in which they are to be aimed. We 
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not tocbe disheartened by our failures; we are not to be 
distressed because we have blundered here and have fallen 
there. A nation’s history is a nation’s fatei- In our his- 
tory there has ever been a movement from littleness to 
greatness, from tyranny to freedom, from cruelty to justice, 
from distrust to c6nficlence, from enmity'^ to friendship. 
And in this of nation^ Great Britain has ^indicated 
her character. \^he has suffered from the aspersions of 
her critics, she has been gravely mi.srepresented by those 
of her own household who flung stones at her to rouse her 
energies, and she has lacked Miltonic leadership; sl^ has 
not been, t unhappily, the trumpet-voice of liberti^, but she 
ha^ been servans servormn) she has worked silently and 
humbly for all, and by her efforts, more than by the efforts 
of any other, the world has been saved from the domina- 
tion of a selfish militarism. The nation has vindicated 
itself in the eyes of all mankind. 

Let us, then, quietly and with a good conscience, ask 
ourselves how we are to employ our great qualities and to 
what ^nd we shall direct them. We have energy, industry, 
and courage. How shall we employ them ? We must 
begin by throwing off the delaying *hand of the last cen- 
tury, and stand perfectly free from the^ fast illusions of 
materialism. That is to say, we, must Gee the physical 
universe not as mechanism, but as mind. Life is intelli- 
gent. The whole , struggle of existence is a spiritual 
struggle. We as a nation are playing* a part in the 
spiritual evolution of the human race. There is a move- 
ment in the world from false to true, from bad to good, 
from wrong to right, from hate to love. There is^'A 
struggle of life fo^- a particular existence — a better, nobler, 
and truer existence. To play our part in that struggle, to 
■ermi^ke our contribution to that immense effort, we must be 
not only moral beings, very conscious of the difference 
between right and jWrong, but intelligent beings very 
conscious (Of the difference 'between truth and falsity. 
Morality^ alone is not enough,, Int^elligence is of utmo.st 
importance. 

^ The greatest drawback to British character is unintelli- 
gqnce. It is not slackness, it is not lack of push and 
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go,” it is certainly not want of energy. Carlyle was for 
ever calling upon the British nation to be what indeed it 
was ; Matthew Arnold alone, while that great drum was 
still reverberating in men’s ears, bade this nation get that 
which it chiefly lacked to make it trul/great — intelligence. 
Of moral earnestness and of tremendous energy we have 
never been in want, but of intelligAice to inform that 
moral ea/nestnass and to guide that tre,r,^ndous energy 
we have often stood, and now stand, interest need. The 
remedy is surely plain. We mhst revolutionize oi^r whole 
system of national training. We must begin as soon aS 
ev^tewe can to train the children of this country in such a 
school ot^moraiity and intelligence as shall give the next 
generation a vast majority ^of knowledgeable and moral 
citizens. We must aim, in our national training, to create 
the higher type of British citizen. We must direct all 
our splendid qualities to the. evolution of a man and 
\voman who shall •represent those ideals of British char- 
acter for which so many of our bravest and our fairest, have 
been glad to lay down'’ their lives. Before our eyes must 
be ever this definite goal, this* polkical air® which \s above 
every other political, airfl, the making of men and women 
worthy to calj Jhemselves the children of Great Britain. 

Let us fight error as a physician fights disease. Let us 
be united in one spirit -to destroy those things which are 
wrong and base, and to free •chose things which are true 
and good. L^t us lay afresh in the^ife of modern demo- 
cracy the great foundations of moral conduct. And 
let us give to the life of our whole people the vivifying 
.Inspiration of intelligence. 

To these ends let us set a new value on truth. As I 
have argued ^throughout this book, tfle war which has 
wasted Europe is above werything else a retribution on 
wrong- thinking. Trwth is bf the very essence of moralitj,‘7 
■ ancJ without intelligence right-thinking is at the mercy of 
a thousand hazards. Wjth the «amq scrupulous care 
far exact thinking which characl^erizes the msfri of science, 
the inventor, and rtie engineer, let us, in the .sphere of 
ideas, seek the tmith of all those matters on which we arc 
called upon to give even a •passing opinion. Let us^e 
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afraid to think wrongly. Let us be asha/ied to make a 
mistake in our opinions, 

I fear that in our anxiety about the future we may be 
relying too much on the emotions evoked by this war. 
There is a spirit of unanimity in our midst, ?nd a spirit of 
self-sacrifice wj^ich seems as if it were already securing Jhe 
future of the n^^on ; our afixiety is inclined tolely upon 
the continuance cm this spirit for the solution of problems 
which will need the highest: intelligence and the severest 
devotion to moral considerations. Prince Trubetzkoy 
warned me in Moscow at the beginning of th^ pr^ent 
yeat’ against this danger. War, he averred, is an evil, and 
nothing but an evil ; almost all the self-sacrifice it calls 
forth in the civilian population is only a moral reaction 
from satanism. We cannot rely bn reactions. We need, 
as Henry James said, a moral equivalent for war. If men 
and women were not willing before thi^ war to sacrifice 
themselves and work for the general welfare, they will 
not be willing to make this sacrifice when the excitement 
of war ^ has passed. There may ^ come the reaction of a 
worse indifference. • 

Professor Forster of Muiiich is preaohkig this same 
warning to Germany. In a book whiqh he has just 
published entitled CJiristianity and ]Var\ this courageous 
professor, after a vigorous chastisement of those shuffling 
and comproi^iising Christians who attempt, to justify war, 
turns and castigates those who assert that war has brought 
the spirit of sacrifice and idealism to the nation. He 
says : “ Let us wait until after the war and see how much'- 
unity we possess, ^ how much we are willing to sacrifice, 
how much our ideals are worth. The heroism of the 
battlefield is a different thing frOm the daily heroism, sacri- 
ffde, and discipline in family or calling or society. Believe 
me that these great virtues will not'- be strengthened, 
and that out of. the^ depths- of thfs war fury quite 
unsuspected and terrible things, big with destiny, will 
come, and to combat which all the^ healing powers of 
religious and ethical fervour will have to be* exercised if our 
sp^^itual life is to exist at all.*’ 
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“War,” he s^ys, “will not give us any revival of our 
religious and moral life. Quite the contrary. It ns only 
when our Christianity has recovered from the intoxication 
of war, when we have reached a state of wholesome 
sobriety, when we feel ashamed of what we have done, 
when we recognize that our illusions are all really illusions, 
onjy then will the powers of the tzospej^ perform their 
miracles fn oui* people’s hearts. We car/only hope for 
moral and religious ^benefit from this ^ar when we hold 
our souls perfectly pure from 'all war jubilation,, all war 
delirium, all love of war for the sake of war. If w)e 
calfcot ^o this, our religious and moral life is doomed 
beyond recovery.” • ^ 

We shall soon have in the midst of.our Civil life, at a 
time when the readjustment of industrial mechanism will 
be extremely difficult, •millions of men who have been 
leading an utterly unnatural life, and many thousands who 
have slain their feltow-creature*s in hand-to-h^nd encounters. 
To absorb this clement into the uneventful round of < 
industrial existence will no^t be easy, and unless that 
industrial existence is of another* spirit from what it was 
before the war, it may te impossible. We must rely on 
no emotionalism. We must direct all our intelligence 
and all our m9ral fervour to making the hiatus between 
war and peace a mofnent of great and deep spiritual 
reality. Those who come back must find new ideals 
waiting for them, must feel in their* souls frgsh incentives 
for the highest life of man. 

In Germany there are signs that the nation is awaking 
• fja^m its dream. It looks back from its luxury and 
dominion to ^ its simplicity and peace, even as Goethe 
looked back upon his youth from the pinnacle of his fame, 

when he sighed : * 

• • • 

^ What I posilfess I see as though it were afar, 

And what haS vanished has become fqf me the Real. 

• t 

• 

Treitschke, D. F. •Sti^aifss, and Bernhardi have been 
tried and found wanting. The German people, in the 
misery which must ensue after this war, will turn agaiiiJLo 
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their great Qroethe, a War Minister who red^aced an army,^ 
and see' how his teaching compares with the teaching of 
these others. “ The entire trend of our culture and of the 
Christian religion itself,” he taught them, “is the inter- 
communication of peoples, the community of interests, 
modesty of tone, and all the social virtues,/’ : “ I am a 
child of peace, and am for peace with the world at ^11 
times ” : “ WarT^, in truth, a disease in whidi the *^ap that 
should nourish and,, sustain a healthy body goes to feed 
some monstrosity of naturae”: “The lust for war which 
wbrks like an itch under the skin of our rulers, disturbs me 
like an evil dream.” Goethe taught that “ Everj^ peddle 
contributes ks own note to the great chorus of humanity” : 
he proclaimed hisudebt to English and French culture; 
and he warned the German people against the egoism of 
Prussian dominion. In a great n'leasure he foresaw the 
impending disaster for his countrymen. 

. Germany will work out her own salvation. She has 
many and grievous faults, some of them the most serious 
faults of«the spirit, but sh^ is deep-thinking, she has great 
intelligence, and she has an aptitu(5e for new ideas. One 
thinks that something of a revolution rPjUSt impassion 
every part of that mushroom and makeshift Empire when 
the full truth of this war is really known to the German 
people ; but, however that ‘may be, hopeful are those 
who know h^jr best ttiat in a generation Germany will 
have cleansed herself of the Prussian itch.^ 

And for ourselves (we who have never preached that war 
is a “biological necessity,” but have seen that it mayr- 

^ When he was War Minister under Carl August, 6rand Duke ot 
Weimar, Coethe reduced the army by exactly one half, from 600 
tQ«.300* 

® The principal idea in the famous Manifesto of Southern Gennady ^ 
published by the King of Wiirtemberg in 1820J is that only South 
German States are truly German, Austria and Pr'ussia being only half 
German colonies. Rotteck said in 1830 that all Liberal Germans" 
would side wijh France if she waged war againct the absolutist States 
of Germany. ' Bavaria has never been easy under Prussian domina- 
tion. The Avistrian Prime Ministe'’ said openly Si 1850, “Prussia 
mu^t'be degraded, then demolished.” 
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become a moral Suty), we take assurance for the future 
from our difficult but victorious past “England in the 
nineteenth century," says M. Seignobos, “ has served as 
a political model for Europe. The, English people 
developed the political mechanism of modern Europe, 
constitutional naonarchy, parliamentary^ government, and 
safeguards ^or personal liberty. The other ;^ations have 
only imitated thdhi." ^ Other Countries spent the nine- 
teenth century sword in, hand fighting Absolutism, Clerical- 
ism, and Feudalism ; other countries, only a few decades ^ 
ago, bloodily wrung from privilege and tradition the 
elements o^^freedom, and even now, in some of them, the 
equilibrium is unstable. But Britain, by her 'vigorous 
sanity, her wholesome . cheerfulness, her indestructible 
faith in man’s moral nature, her inherent sense of com- 
radeship, fashioned her liberties in discussion and built 
the great structure of her conjmonwealth by the hand 
of reason. The “ Olci England " of the eighteenth century 
passed without a revolution into the democratic Britain 
of the nineteenth, and without strife or civil war has 
become the vast, unified, aud liberal *British Empire \^hich 
rose like one man to witfistand Prussianism at the threshold 
of the twentieth. • We need nqt fear the future, however 
formidable it may seem, if this spirit of the past still 
animates the nation, an(J Intelligence directs it. 

All history is -a movement towards* the moial dignity 
of the individual man. Many and great kings have been 
overthrown, many and great empires have been cast down, 
by ohe immense pressure of evolution seeking this manifest 
end of creation.* No force has been able.to withstand it. 
The privileges of the rich, the traditional rights of the 
powerful, even the sacred claims and armed might of tj;ie 
Churcji, yield in the end to this movement of the human 
mind/ European hfttory for the last hundred years is a 
text-book of moral evolution.* FromT:he fall of^apoleon 
to fhe outbreak of this war, every* democracy in Europe, 
opposed in every case by ‘clericalism and privilege, has 
been pressing intfi greater liberty and towards ‘a more 

* A Political History of Contemporary Europe, (Heinemaan.) ^ ^ 
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rational justice. And Britain, who Without bloodshed 
has Ted the way in this great movement of humanity, 
must still cherish ac the loftiest of her ideals the dignity 
of the individual .man, and must acquire an ever greater 
intelligence in* working for that ideal, if she is still to 
lead the nations to the end of the present century. 

We see iu^, the valour of our seamen, in tl^e gall^try 
of our soldiers, and in the devotion of ^he whole people, 
as it were a ligKt from heaven which reveals to us the 
true character of human existence. We are not machines. 
And we are not swine. We are moral beings wording 
out a moral evolution. The Dead have died for an idea. 
T^.e maimed and blind have suffered for an idea. The 
future of humanity is either that idea, ^or it is anarchy. 
War, which seems to us a thing gigantic and overshadow- 
ing, is in truth only an interruption of this immemorial 
movement .in the hurrmp mind — a movement which 
becomes swifter and more resistless after the check •of 
savage war. He who opposes hjmself to this movement, 
after such a people’s war .as this, will be swept aside. 

But who that loves her will seek to stop this movement 
of life in Great Britain ? Wijl he not rather march breast 
forward with the host of British democracy, putting away 
from him all selfishness, laughing to scorn the fears of 
the privileged, stopping liis ears against the rant of the 
demagogue, ever keeping the eyes of his intelligent soul 
to the light of reason ? And, touched to greatness by 
those who have fought and died for his liberties, will he 
not see to it that henceforth the liberties of the leasJfe-rrf 
his fellow-countrymen are of a truth wqrth dying for ? 
Will he not passionately desire a fairer and a more 
ki^pdly Britain ? Will he ndjt feel, even as though they 
afflicted himself, the disabilities, the destitution, and the 
degradation which afflict his feliow-citizens ? '"Will 
he not bq. ashamed *'of all that malces Britain shameful 
and proud of all that makes her worthy of men’s 
love ? ' 

Surely, after the exaltation of this wat, after the match- 
pifiss heroism and frightful suffering of this war, only the 
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most base, the liiost ignorant, will forbear to* sing the 
true hymn of British revolution— 

• * 

Bring me my bow of burning gqjd ! 

Bring me my arrows of desire ! • 

Bring me my spear ; 0 clouds unfold ! 

Bring me my chariot of fire f 

• 

• • 

I will not cease from mental strife. 

Nor shall my sword sleep in my hand, 

Till we have built Jerusalem 
In England’s green and pleasant land. 

“ When Tight penetrates into darkness,” sa^'^ William 
Scott Palmer, “ wie may have only to stay as we are and do 
as we have done ... to answer for a sin where once we 
knew no sin.” * 

The light has come ; terribly* for some, gloriously for 
others, but it has dome to all. 

* 

* Faith or Fear? An Appeal to the Church of England. (Maxi- 
milian.) ^ * # * 
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NOTE A, p. 9 

I^he July issue (1916) of the Hibbert Jotmtal, Dr. Shad well gives 
some interesffhg extracts from (jerman war sermons, iie remirxls 

us that : . • ^ 

• » • 

Newspaper correspondents residing in foreign countries pick 
out the most piquant tit^bits to send to their journals. And 
generally the references to their own country which they select as 
most appetizing tq their readers are abusive. "J&he result is a 
mutual interchange of offensive and irritating matter which is 
constantly served up to the public and stimulates international ill- 
will. This practice is mainly responsible for the remarkable fact, 
which is not otherwise explained* that*wars tend to becorr^ more 
and more people’s wars, aitd that the present prodigious struggle 
is above all others c? people’s war. The sense of nationality, 
heightened by»ntwspapers at hogie, is wounded, and smouldering 
animosities are inflamed by a steady interchange of pin-pricks in- 
flicted by the selected items which are sent from abroad by “ our 
own foreign correspondents.” Experienced and well-informed 
readers know how to discount these desoatches, but the general 
public do not.» Modern wars are causea less by U secret diplo- 
macy” than by newspaper publicity, and the exceptionally violent 
feelings excited in the present war are mainly due to the same 
agency. 

The following ajre some of the extracts quoted by Ur. Shadwell 
from the sermons of German pasmrs : — 

Our enemies maintc^in that the German people want to *ub- 
jugate Europe, and that an intolerable pressure has been for years 
exercised by Geriflany on the whole Continent. From this 
pressure they are bdund to fiee themsWves. , If that were so we 
•should now be, with all the ser^ce we are rendering, the 
assistants of a policy £>{ forr^. But we know that what they say 
IS untrue. We are fightmg not for rule, but for our life. Ger- 
many has not di^wn the sword curtail the rights oT any one ; 
she plunged into war to preserve her own possessions. This aThi^ 
• 287 • 
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of war may truly stand before the eye of God. ^ut can it also 
strind "before the serving Jesus? It may be legitimate self- 
assertion, enforced self-defence ; but is it service ? W^en nations 
engage in sanguinary strife must not Jesus alw^ays veil His head, 
He who came not to be served but to serve and give His 
life a ransoin foi* many? (Schian). 

One of the ugliest phenomena of our German life before the 
war was undoubtedly the mammon-worship prevailing in all 
circles. It was the painlul accompaniment of the prosperity 
which the German people have achieved in the last decades. A 
popr nation, which barehy covered it^ own needs by agricultdre 
and paid its State officials and officers sallies proverbially 
known throughout Europe for their modesty, developejj^ into 
one which by manufacture and commerce won a large place 
in the' world’s market, and year by year gathered accumulating 
wealth. The t^^ans formation proceeded too rapidly not to have a 
corrupting effect on the public mind. The old simplicity and 
frugality were replaced in the upper classes by a luxury which 
was not even in good taste. Social life, still impressively intel- 
lectual in Goethe’s time, became constantly more materialistic 
and elegant, the claims on enjoyment ever more unrestrained 
, and dissolute. Wealth seemed to many the most important and 
indeed the only desirable aim in I'fe. We have not infrequently 
seen it cover a multitude of sins. We have seen odious methods 
of winning it readily indulged in by those who have known how 
to use them successfully with no excess of scruples. We have 
seen mere possession accorded an influence and treated with a 
respect which character and wisdom can only gain by laborious 
efforts. The converse side was a deep distrust among the 
masses, and here too an unwholesome though more pardonable 
over-rating of money, as though the aim of improving the 
economic position justified setting aside all considerations ot 
the common weal, the conditions of international competition in 
industry, and the maintenance of family life. . . . 

But I will not proceed any further with these generalities. 
Rather will I put the question — Who among us feels quite free 
from guilt in ^this matter? Who dares to say with a clear 
conscience that he has firmly opposed this dance round the 
golden calf? . . . Let us then, strike ourselves on the breast and 
confess that we have all sinned, that none of us has been free 
from the spell. We will not except those present here, bjit with 
one and all, old and young, man and wife, rich and poor, admit 
our guiU (Foerster). 

We must earnestly admit that not, only has money served us 
but that we have served money ; that we have not only lived on 
our ntoney as its master but for money as ics lover ; or even that 
we have been lived on by money as its slave. It is true, of 
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course, tliat th^re are still ideals for which we have lived — 
proifession and work, wife and child, art and science. • But — 
nave not the ideals amon^f us really been starved ? What, for 
instance, hastbecome of the ideal of Gertnanism, internal unity ? 
Has there not been a fierce driving of clas§ against class ? And 
is not the cause of it that every one has lived only for himself and 
his own pocket ? (Tolzein). 

• It is an exceedingly dangerous* thing to summon God’s chas- 
tising justice. Must not God, if He be altogether just, begin by 
exercising His chastising justice on precijfcly those who have 
called for it ? But woe to us if God dealt with us wholly dfter the * 
measure of His chastising justice 1 We will pass over the time 
%2fore the war. But how much evasion of sacrifice, how much 
miserablt^elf-seeking, how much levity, how much license ^nd 
immorality still pervade our people in spite ^f all improvement ! 

It is God’s grace and mercy *that we want, not His chastising 

justice. Then we must not call on it for others either (Dorrfuss). 

• 

We hear and talk a great deal aftout the diabolical forces, the 
, evil spirits, which are at work among our enemies, in the pious 
English, the frivolous French, the savage Russians. But domot 
let us forget ourselves. Just as tne prophet (Jeremiah) was 
bidden to hold out the cup of Judgment, but first of all jto the 
people of Jerusalem, so mast we submit ourselt^es honestly and 
straightforwardly to tde divine judgment, recognize and fight 
against the evii ^irits that plague us, and open our hearts to the 
good spirit from above, who will cleanse and heal us. We speak 
constantly of tWfe great hour of Fate which has struck for our 
nation. And rightly. But do we,really understand the secret of 
it? Our fate and future do not depend on whether our frontiers 
are enlarged or diminished, or on how ^he European balance 
may hereafter be regulated, , but mainly and essentially on 
whether our souls and the soul of the nation let themselves be 
cleansed and filled with the holy spirit of God, which now sweeps 
abroad over the land and through our hearts ; whether we 
conquer and dyve out the evil spirits within \x and steadfastly so 
remain in that state (Oculi). 

He goes on to enumerate iome of the evil spirits. One is 
the German love of drink, c/f which he says that a hospital 
orderly at the front had lately written : “ One might almost say 
that French wines fiad done our trooijs more hurt than French 
shells.” Another is me spirit 6f impurity and immorality “which 
alinks by night and even in war fixes its claws in the flower of 
our people.'’ A third 4s the worship of Mammon, “ which does 
not rest amid the common stress and suffering, but still thinks of 
usury and getting rich instead of* sacrifice and the law— each (qg 
all and all for each.” ^ 

U 
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War reveals the hearts of men, and the heart bf man is a 
mixture of good and evil. ... How faithful men can be, how 
self-sacrificing, how devotedly brave 1 The mightiest, the best, 
the noblest in human nature is revealed. A^id the worst in 
human nature is pvealed. We hear of things that make us 
think men must be beasts. We hear of uncharitableness of which 
we could hardly have believed men capable. We hear of 
common theft, of beS\.ial lust, of shameless levity; of unfaithfulness 
among mennn the enemy’s <;ountry, of unfaithfulness and lasgvi* 
ousness among wives and girls at home. '‘We hear of brutal 
conduct by soldie^;s, of boasting, of cowardice — how shall I name 
^ it allt? (Ritzhaupt). f 

There is still much self-seeking among us which must be Ij^fnt 
, out andj^ eradicated by love. From large and sn^ll towns we 
'hear that many are daily seen feasting as though tnere were no 
war, willing to "perform and rto look on at cdewd plays full of 
double-edged jokes as though Death had made no round among 
us, and turned so many homes into homes of mourning. 
Certainly cheerfulness has its claims even in serious times, but 
luxury and wantonness ard contrary to the love we owe our brave 
men out there and the mourners at home (Simons). ^ 

Why are men fighting in East £.nd West ? Merely that one 
side may conquer and the “other fall, that we may in the end 
knock out s& many milliards of indemnity, or that our industry 
and our colonial policy may make a'^new advance, or that ive 
may wrest from England her world dominion, ? So long as we 
see nothing in it but war objects, so long as we fail to realize that 
the highest moral values are at stake in this wrestling of the 
nations, and that unless we emerge from the strife a morally and 
religiously renewed people the streams of blood have flowed in 
vain and •♦he countless sacrifice of life has gpne for nothing — so 
long as we do not see this we ^re spiritually blind (Schonhuth). 

Now it seems to me, concludes Dr. Shadwell, that, taken broadly 
as a whole, these sermons reveal a stratum of thought and feeling in 
Germany which is not apparent from newspapers and other publica- 
tions. How deep or broad it may be we cannot teil, but according to 
my experience there is a great deal more of it than appears on the 
surface. The German clergy have not^ been preaching to empty 
churches during the war. And the essential feature of this s^ratupa 
of thought is its maintenance of the moral* law and the claims of 
conscience. ( It does not Wmit thatt might is right or No/ kennt kein 
GeboU The German authorities and newspapers have paid it a silent 
tribute by the immense pains they haveo taken to manipulate the 
evidence both as to the cause and the conduct of the war in such a 
H'ay as to present the German case not merel/'in a favourable light 
bqt as absolutely flawless, and the conduct of the enemy as incredibly 
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vile and base. It ryay be said, perhaps, that our own da the same on 
this side. It is not so ; but if it were, we have the neutrals to decide, 
and their verdict is unmistakable. I cannot but see in the spirit of 
self-examinatiomand high ideals running thfough these sermons the 
potential elements of a strong moral revulsion, when the facts, which 
cannot be concealed for ever even in Germairy, become known. 
Ethical principles will come into their own again when Force has 
visibly broken down, but not before, • 


• NOTE B, p. 21 • 

• 

Sir Thomas Esmonde, who lost a gifted son in the Battle of Jutland, 
sefUthe following letter to a London newspaper on August 18, 1916 : 
“ I havl gupivn sick and tired of the incessant abuse pf Ireland in 
connection with the war. I do not know if there is ar\y sense ol^ fair- 
play left in Englahd where Irelahd is concerned, but if there is, the 
interests both of the war and of the Empire would suggest a stop to 
this unending vilification of irishmen. Neither do I know if there is 
any one in England of sufficient manliness and honesty and authority 
to cry halt to this hid^us campaign of hate. It would»be to England’s 
‘ interest if he could be speedily discovered. 

What have we Irish done already in this war ? We have supported 
it from the outset. We have*done all we could to ensure its success in 
the teeth of the bitterest official oppositioif in every quarter. We have 
submitted to the ghastly misgbvernment of our co'iintry and to all the 
needless vexations of so-called war measures without protest. We 
have contributed "fair more than our.fair share of war taxation without 
complaint. We have sent the flower of our manhood to fight and die 
without either reward or recognition. 

We have done all this, first, becswse we believed in the justice of 
the war ; and secondly, because we beli^ed in the promises of 
English statesmen. The character of the war remain# the same, but 
through monstrous mismanagement it has brought us infinitely greater 
sorrow and loss than we ever could have anticipated. The promises 
^of English statesmen turn out to be scraps of paper, and what do we 
“Irish get in return for our sacrifices? Nothing but abuse, gross, 
towardly, dishongst abuse. • 

When I think of our glorious Irish regiments and their unacknow- 
ledged deeds of unsurpassed hd'roism — of our gallant Irish sailors 
who for two terrible yeaiw have* guarded the Empire in stresf and 
storm and danger frogi the Arctic to the Antarctic — when I think 
of Flanders and France and Gallipoli, an<;^ Serbia, and Mesopotamia, 
and Egypt — of the landing at tfie Dardanelles •with its awful toll of 
Irfth lives — of our splendid loth Irish Division recklessly thrown 
away by British incompefency-^of the hundreds of Irish sailors who 
perished in the Jutkind battle — three hundred of them ui two ships 
alone. When I think of our desolatfi Irish homes— -of the unnumb^ed 
Irish fathers and mothers and sons and daughters who have br^vel)# 
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and uncomplainingly given what they loved be?t on earth ^to the 
Empire— I ask myself, what spirit possesses the anti-Irish, when not 
even our children’s sacrifice will propitiate them ? ” 


NOTE C, p. 23 

... I most genuinely admire this dominant* race [the Englisji], 
even in their Philistinism.’’ The^ think ahead* but little.' They are 
worse at organizing for the fulfilment of definite ends beyond those of 
the moment than almoSt any of , their rivals. ^ And yet they hold their 
own in th*e world, and I see no indication that they are in the least 
degree failing to hold it. They are almost always late in coming on 
the ground, but when they do come they set to work silently apd imh 
coura^^e. Th'oy proceed with marvellous initiative to^Tepair their 
errors of omission, and they drop th^^ir practice of paying depressing 
things about themselves and their ‘institutions until they see them- 
selves again on the top. When a new invention, like the submarine 
or the motor, comes to light, the Englishman is usually behind. Give 
him a few years and he has not only taken care of himself in the 
meantime, but is generally leading. As it was with these inventions, 
so I suspect it will prove to be with aircraft. 

Being at present charged with some part of the endeavour to see 
that we catch up other nations an matters of science applied to 
defence, "I have experience o‘f what happ^ens when the British people 
are exhorted to make efforts in times of tuanquillity. The reply Is 
invariably that there is no necessity to worry them, and that the one 
thing needful is for the Government to spend thfc ^axes plentifully, 
and to damn the differential calculus emphatically. Yet this very 
people, when it was caught unprepared and threatened with defeat a 
few years ago in South Africa, cafmly put its shoulder to the wheel 
and, without a groan, setctself to get through a situation which would 
have appalled a* nation with a more nervous temperament. . . . 

And let us remember that they go*on periodically producing from 
among themselves individualities of very great power, individualities 
that could only spring from a very great race. Shakespeare and 
Milton, Cromwell . . . Chatham, Nelson and Wellington, Newton 
and Darwin, these are indications of a rich soil which I believe to 
be as rich and productive to-day it has ever been. 

Un^irsitiis and National LifOy by, Lord Haldane. (John Murray.) 


‘ • NOTE P," p. 41 

The Germany at peace that I saw during May and June 1914 was, 
in the first place, a constant pleasure to the eye, % constant repose to 
the#body and mind. Look wher^ you might, beauty was in some 
form, to be seen, given its chance by the intelligence of man^— not 



APPENDIX 


393 

defaced, but made the most of; and, whether in towns or in the 
countfyj a harmonfous spectacle was the rule. I thought of.our land- 
scape, littered with rubbish and careless fences and stumps of trees, 
hideous with glaring advertisements ; of the rusty junk lying about 
our farms and towns and wayside stations^; and of the disfigured 
palisades along the Hudson River. America* wag ugly and shabby — 
made so by Americans ; Germany was swept and garnished — made 
so by Germans^ • 

4n Naqheim th6 , admirable courtyard of the bathhouses was 
matched by the admirable system within. ’ The convenience and the 
architecture were equally good. For every hour of the invalid’s day 
the secret of his well-being seemed gto have oeen thoughj out. On 
one side of the group and court of baths ran the chief street, shacfy 
and well kempt, with its hotels and its very entertaining shops ; on 
the other sj^e spread a park. This was a truly gracious little region, 
embowered in trees, with spaces and walks and flowSrs all aear at 
hand, yet nothing crowded. The park sloped upward to a terrace and 
a casino, with tables for sitting out to eat and drink and hear the 
band, and with a concert h%ll and theatre for the evening. Herein 
comedies and little operas and music, both serious and light, were 
played.^ 

• Nothing was far from anything ; the baths, the doctors, the hotels, 
the music, the tennis-courts, the lake, the golf-links — all were; fitted < 
into a scheme laid out with* marvellous capability. Various hills and 
forests, a little more distant, provided walks for those robust enough 
to take them, while longer excursions in caiu-iages or motor-cars over 
miles of excellent roads •were all mapped out and tariffed in a terse 
but comprehensive guide-book. Such was living at Nauheim. Dying, 

I feel sure, was equally well aft'anged ; it was never allowed to 
obtrude itself on*living. . 


This serenity 9f living was not got up for the stranger ; it was not 
to meet his market that a compiex and artificial ease had been con- 
structed, bearing no relation to what lay beyond its limits. That sort 
of thing is to be found among ourselves in isolated spots, though far 
le^s perfect and far more expensive. Nauheim was merely a blossom 
on the general tiee. It was when I began mf walks in the country 
and found everywhere a corresoonding, ordered excellence, and came 
to talk more and more with me peasants and to notice the men, 
women, and children that the scheme of Germany grew impfessive 
to file. • 

. . . We various invalids of ^auheim 4>resently began to compare 
notes. All of us going about the country, antong tlfe gardens and 
tfie farms, or across the plain througlf the fruit trees to little Fried- 
burg on its hill — an old*castle,*a steep village, a clean Teutonic gem, 
dropped perfect ou^ of the Middle Ages into the presentf yet perfectly 
keeping up with the present, ^fany of the peasants in the jilain, 
men and women, were of those who brought their flowers and prpdudie 
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to sell in Nauheim — humble people, poor in wh^t you call worldly 
goods, hrjt seemingly very few of them poor in the great essential 
possession. 

We invalids compared 'notes . . . every one had bren struck with 
the contentment in thp German face. Contentment ! Among the 
old and young of both sexes this was the dominating note, the great 
essential possession. 

Tki Pentecost of Calamity ^ by Owen Wister. (Macmillan.) 


«- ' NOTfe E, p. 64 

It may be as well, seeing that the main charge brought ^agafifit 
Lord Haldane hangs upon it, to wit, that knowing the nCnacmg con- 
ditiorf'of German policy, he did, nevertheless, take no steps to prepare 
this country against it, to go with' some amount of detail into the 
question of National Service. 

After the Agadir incident, the War Office proceeded to examine de 
novo the whole question of military preparedness. Lord Roberts and 
the National Setvice League were at this time denouncing the Terri- 
torial force as a sham. Reports from responsible officers informed 
the War Minister that these attacks, deUvered all over the country, 
were seriously affecting the business of recruiting. Inquiry was made, 
therefore!, to see ex^actly hov^ this country stood in the matter of its 
armed forces. * ‘ 

Lord Haldane knew quite well that in the Expeditionary Force and 
in the Territoiial Force he had got the utmost the nation would give 
him by the voluntary system in peace time. Our Qverseas Army was 
enormously greater than the army of any other country in the world, 
and with a supreme Navy commanding the sea, and the Territorial 
Force behind, both the„minister and his advisers considered that 
these islands were safe from invasion. Lord Roberts’ scheme was 
directed wholly to Home Defence, •■and it was accompanied by a 
pledge that no man compulsorily enlisted for Home Defence should 
be compelled to fire a rifle except within these shores. It was, there- 
fore, of no strategical value for the real problem, which depended 'on 
capacity to take the bffensive ; and it ignored sea^power. But the 
War Office went into the matter of a continental army to be raised 
by conscription, and for a number ot months the ablest brains in the 
Britis^n Army worked at a scheme for compulsory service, a scheme 
which was aimed to give us an Army of 2,ooq,ooo men on the^con- 
tinental model. The result; of these ^investigation was, in the opinion 
of the most ^espons'Ible soldiers of the day, a verdict that so far 
as military uiiliiy was concerned the scheme was Unpracticable. Th*ey 
said that if«the scheme had been ina«igurat^d twenty or thirty years 
before, something might have been made of it ; b’lt that to take it up 
at t time when war might descend upon us at any moment, was 
Cinsctfe. It would have taken years to mature, and in the meantime 
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there would ^ave been a hiatus during which for a long time we should 
have remained in * confusion, and weaker than under* the ^existing 
system. It was agreed by responsible soldiers that such a* change, 
even if wise, ccpld only be safely introduced when peace appeared 
to be perfectly certain. 

In time of war^ when the nation is full oj the y/ar spirit^ you can 
improvise armies very rapidly. The standards in peace-time^ when 
you cannot prepare without a much slower process^ do not ^taip>. . 

ft is absvrd of enthusiasts and fa(^dists to charge I^ord Haldane with 
want of courage for not trying these schimes. Lord Haldane was 
fortified by the best expert advice on the military question, and he 
was well justified in thinking that if tord Roberts and his party got 
their way, and were allowed to try one or other of their cbmpulsorf 
sfhemes, there would be not only one more colossal failure to be 
added to tl^ failures of previous years, but that the admirable condi- 
tion of the British Army at that time would have •been seriously 
disturbed., if not permanently dUorganixed. • • 

Lord Haldane was always careful to explain, as he did in the House 
of Commons in introducing Jhe Army Estimates of 1909, and on other 
occasions, that he had no objection to compulsion on principle. It 
was a duty^ in his view, moral and legal., binding every man to serve 
•the State in time of heed, and it was the ri^kt ^ the State to compel 
him to do so. In war such compulsion not only could be applied, but , 
it might well be that it ought to be applied. He only defended the 
voluntary principle as the best mode of,preparing during peace time 
for the contingency of war. • ^ ^ • 

The reader who still bfelieves, in defiance of military authority, that 
compulsion wowl^J not have disorganized the British Expeditionary 
Force, and who also thinks that Alarming anti provocative speeches 
might have persifaded the,country to accept compulsion during Lord 
Haldane’s tenure of office, is invited to remember that even the 
hideous realities of war itself, realities of the most terrible and 
unsuspected chglracter, were insufficient te move British democracy 
in the direction of compulsion until they had i%igned over our 
thoughts and imaginations, pluhging the whole nation into mourning 
for a period of a year and five months. 

• This country, in addition to its voluntary and incomparable Navy, 
gave to the cause of the Allies, first an ariny^of professional soldiers 
numbering i6oj?)oo men, which played a decisive part in breaking the 
whole German scheme of reaching the French coast, and second an 
army of 5,000,000 volupteer soldiers of whom Lord French, General 
Joffre, and every re^onsible person who has seen them in rfe field, 
have spoken in the Highest praise. 

Let me refer the reader who wantf to gq more deeply into this 
"matter to Sir Ian Hamilton’s book Ccynpulsory Service Qohn Murray), 
to which Lord Haldai^ contributed a preface. 

For many reasons, some of them personal, I wish to*speak of Lord 
Roberts with the^rery greatest admiration and respect*, but an impar- 
tial judge, who knows all the facts, cannot say that he had the qualities 
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of statesmanship. He was a remarkable soldier in the fiel<(, a magnetic 
leader of merl, and a swift thinker who never lost' his head during a 
battle ; But his period at the War Office proved that he had nothing 
in the way of statesmanship to give the nation he ser^,ed so devotedly 
on the battlefield, and his subsequent crusade for national service 
proved him to be even *a dangerous guide. Jt was precisely because 
the danger from (fertnany existed and occasionally fressed^ that his 
scheme and the provocaii^ip campaign which accompanied it were so 
utterly impossibly and so ^avely^ dangerous. / , • 


NOTE F. p. 91 ^ 

The Times gave prominence to the following letteif'iigned X., 
whiche. appeared in its issue of May 27, 1915 : 

* r ( 

The retirement of Lord Haldane may have been, upon political 
grounds, necessary ; but it is, I havi^ reason for thinking, greatly 
regretted by many lawyers — indeed, by all who know how much 
he has accqmplished in hi§ f.omparatively ^brief term of office. 
He has raised the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council, iir 
the estimation of lawyers of the Dominions, the Colonies, and 
India, to a point never before attai'ied. Never, too, was the 
House of Lords as a judicial bun al more satisfactory than it 
now Ms. This h partly due to the new elements which he has 
introduced ; but it is also to be ascribetf to the character of hia 
own judgipents, which have helped to set a ytaAdard to which 
others have more' or less conformed. His appointments have 
commanded universal approval ; and if he has had few opportu- 
nities of initiating or carrying, out constructive legal reforms, he 
has more than once pointed out the path to be followed. Soldiers 
of experience have ot^en heard to say that be avas at the War 
Office the b^st organizer which has seen for a generation. Of 
the truth of that opinion I cannot judge ; but I am sure that 
in the view of very many lawyers he has been (with perhaps 
one dubious exception) the best Lord Chancellor since Lofd 
Hard wi eke. t 


^ NOTE G, p‘ 108 * ^ 

c 

Professor Cramb does no^ tell his« readers that the supreme in- 
fluence in Gerihan lit^irature in its one great period was Englislx 
Edward Young, the author ot Night Thoughts., wrote a pamphlet 
entitled Conjeetures on Original CompoMtion \s\\\Os\ made a profound 
impression on .Herder, and through, Herder on the great Goethe him- 
self. Jt is not an exaggeration to say that Young was the father of 
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the Sturm Sind Drang period. The German writers^i, inspired by 
Youngf* set themselves to break free from the cramping and^rtificial 
traditions of French literature. The German historians of German 
literature, as Professor Hume Brown tells U€ in The Youth of Goethe 
(John Murray), nave found in Young^s pamphlet “the main impulse 
that gave occasion to this revolution.” Germany’s worship of Shake- 
speare need not be insisted upon ; Goethe speaks of him as “ our 
great progenitor^’ and says that with Spinom, Shakespeare was one of 
th» chief i7?oulding Tprces of his ]ife. Scott, Riohardson, Sterne, 
Byron, and Swift, all played their part ik the creation of German 
literature. 


NOTE H, p. 174 

“What will the*English do?” ^as the questiTm they anxiously and 
constantly flung at any one they thought likely to be able to answer it 
intelligently. It was the thing which gave them the most poignant 
heart-searching. The “war on two /routs,” the purely Continental 
affair with the Dual* Alliance, fillefd the j|verage German with no 
(^ncern. The Kaiser’s military machine was constructed to deal with 
France and Russia combined, and no German ever for a moment 
doubted its capacity to do so. Ev^ts of the past year, I think it may 
fairly be said, have justified that confidetice, for I suppose rw expert 
anywhere in the world doybtS that but for tlfe prelence of British sea 
power on France and Russia’s side, the German eagle might long 
since have been*sr.reaming in trij^roph over JParis and Petrograd. 
But with the Briti^ “ in,” dozens of Germans confessed, as my own 
ears can bear testimony, tReir case was “hopeless.” Few of them 
were persuaded that Germany c«uld, in Bismarck's picturesque 
phrase, “deal with the British Navy in Parj^.” While the prospects 
of having to fight ^ ranee and Russia did not disturb the Germans, the 
possibility of having to battle wish Britain simultaneously filled them 
with undisguised alarm. 

The Assault, by Frederi® W. Wile. (Heinemann.) 


NOTE I, p. 185 

# 

A. remarkable parallej to the case of Lord Haldane is to be found 
in the story of what happened to* another*Lord flhancqjlor, the great 
Lcjrd Somers, at the beginning of the eighteenth century. The then 
Lord Chancellor was aocused^of having leaned to the^side of the 
French in the peace negotiations of that period, and was viruleutly 
attacked by the pamphleteers and by the Opposition! For once 
William III showed weakness and was induced to dismiif* ‘*‘1 
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minister. Articles of impeachment were afterwards exhifeited-against 
the ex-Chancellor, monstrous charges being included in them. His 
enemies, said Brougham, were actuated entirely by motives of Pzivate 
passion and revenge. The impeachment failed, but;, the abuse con- 
tinued, and the country was deprived of the services of Lord Somers 
as a minister fpr some years. In retirement he exhibited a dignity 
and a freedom from bitterness which compelled the admiration of 
Addison, Bishop Burnet, t;»nd a number of eminent irien on both sides 
of politics whichcsteadily increased. . • 

The story of Lord Somtrs is fully told in the fourth volume of Lord 
Campbell’s Lives of the ChancellorSy and an interesting account of 
^his career is given in the English edition of Bayle’s Dictionary. 

Burke said of him : “ I never desire to be thought a better Whig 
than Lord Somers.” Bishop Burnet, who speaks of “ the grtgat 
capacity and inflexible integrity of this Lord,” said: “^e was ve^ 
learn«»d in h‘is own profession, with a great deal more learning in 
other professions — in divinity, philosophy, and history. He had a 
great capacity for business, with an extraordinary temper ; for he was 
fair and gentle, perhaps to a fault, considering his post ; so that he 
had all the patience and softness, as well as the justness and equity 
becoming a great magistrate.” ' , 


i N'OTE' J, p. 207 

Reductions had been effected in garrison artillery — sedentary guns 
scattered about the Empire in su^:h places as Haiimx and Esquimalt 
in Canada. These reductions were the work of Lord Haldane^s 
predecessor. Garrison artillery was to' a great extent done away 
with because the Royal Navy undertook almost all the responsibility 
of coastal defence. Tl|ere was no reduction whatever, but on the 
contrary a increase^ in field and hovse artillery under 

Lord Haldane’s administration. i. 


NOTE K, p. 243 

Tie Times of August 17, 1916, gives a wery informing account 6f 
the German pamphlet by “Junius Alter” whj^ch stung the Iniperial 
Chancellor into a hot and undignified speech, in the Reichstag : — 

it. ^ 

There seems to be no ^doubt that “Junius Alter” enjoyed very 
high military inspiration — as mighb indeed, be guessed from the 
tone ot Herr von Bethmann-Hollweg’s reply. The pamphlet 
deals ^^^ith the whole policy *nf the Chancelror towards England 
• in the years before the war, denouncing it as “grotesque and 
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criqiinalj” arguing that it was perfectly clear “thaj 1914 was to 
be* the fateful* year for Europe,” asserting that the jGerman 
Government “ must have been informed at least in the spring of 
i§i4, by its representatives in Petrograd, how grave the situation 
was,” and ^saying that, after the Serajevo murders, “only 
Bethmann-Hollweg clu;>g to the hope that p peaceful solution 
could be found, or at least that hostilities might be confined to 
Austria and^Serbia.” There is an imjjprtant passage about the 
struggle betweeif Jhe military ai^thorities and tl^e Foreign Office 
in the aays before the war : — \ 

In vain wero the warnings of the General Staff. The 
Minister of War [the present chief of the General Staff,# 
General von Falkenhayn] and men of authority in the Naval 

• Department pointed in vain to the necessity of mobilization. 
Th^ Succeeded in half-convincing the E^^peror of its 
absolute pecessity. On ^Thursday, Jidy 30th, the aftffirnoon 
police papers (szc) and the Berlin Lokalanzeiger published 
the fact of the mobilization, but the interference of Bethmann- 

Hollwegg served toliullify this decisive action. 

% 

Thus it is repfesented that flie famous announcement in the 
Lokalanzeiger was not a mere mistake, as the Foreign Office 
declared, but was a deliberate action by the military authorities. 

“Junius Alter,” after dealing further with the Chancellor's 
responsibility for “ delaying the mobilijfhtion,*’ goes on to accuse 
the Government of having practised “ exaggerated economy” in 
military prefatation before tha war. It may be remembered that 
the late General von Moltke, in reply to certain statements by 
Mr. Lloyd George about the German accumulation of munitions, 
said that as a matter of fact Germany ran short at an early stage 
of the war. “Junius Alter” practically attributes to an in- 
sufficiency of munitions, combined with the political “ delay,” the 
whole failure of the German military scheme against France. 
Speaking of the “exaggerated economy,” he says; — 

This was also plainly demonstrated by the lack of 
ammun^ion which was felt on the Western front after the 
first battles, and which, together with other conditions, led 
to the cutting short of the-lightning attack upon France. So 
it came about *hat thftre was a necessity for throwii^g out 
' strength which the original plan of campaign would have 
made impossible. It was not^until January 1915 that the 
deficiency in ammunition was made •good. • This was due 
primarily to the German indiastrial organization, which in an 
inconceivably ^hort time most admirably metj:he demands 
of the wa^ Oneds permitted to remark that it^ could not be 
foreseen by the military^authorities that such quantities of 
ammunition would be needed for the world war. iTevejj- 



300 THEV^NblCATION OE *Gi;^A;r'^1^n38\IN 

r 

theless the fact remains that here also the ^Govf nunent 
polffcy of economy was fatal, for the quantity of ammunition 
* on hand at the outbreak of the war should have been much 
greater. 

» i 

There is then afh attack on the former Prussian. Minister of 
War, General ‘von Heeringen, and it is stated that on July 31, 
1914, the Prussian W^r Office had to send out a fiote “urging the 
greatest moderation In the use of ammunipOn.” ^ • 

A great part of th^ pamptilet is devotea tO the Government’s 
“yielding to the demands of America.” “Junius Alter” doubts 
“whether any orte in Berlin ever trldd to measure the exact 
‘ consequences of a clash with America,” and says 

People with knowledge of the internal pjjj^iticsi of the 
United States and of its fleet and army, among them a 
^ well-known .diplomatist, l^ve declared that anned inter- 
ference by America is absolutely out of the question. The 
only practical consequence of a break in diplomatic relations 
would be the confiscation of^the merchant ships lying in 
American ports. • 

A ‘ ‘ 

, According to “Junius Alter,” Herr Ballin exercised a great 
influence, but It was Herr Helfferioh who turned the scale by 
arguing that “ acceptanoe of the American terms ” would end the 
negbtiations fo^ the Anglo-French Loan in America and produce 
strong steps oy the American Government in “the cotton 
question.” So “HelfFerich, backed byBalliq.abd by Dernburg 
and his party, wofl out, and the result was that in the autumn of 
1915 submarines had almost entirely ceased to’ operate in English 
waters.” ^ 

Dealing with the naval opposition to the Chancellor, “ Junius 
Alter” argues that the retirement of Admirals Bachmann and 
Behnke anfi the return of Admiral von Holtzendorf to office as 
Chief of the Admiralty Staff we/e all moves against Tirpitz, and 
he says that further “purification” of the Office of the Imperial 
Navy was only prevented by the effect upon public opinion of 
the resignation of “ the popular Grand Admiral von Tirpitz.” 


NOTE L, p. 25^^ 

Russia will te satisfied whep she reigns at Constantinople. And 
she will be something more than satisfied*; she will be exalted — 
because Tzafgrad, as the Russians always call it, the Town of Towns, 
is the natural capital of their intez>se Faith, TheVice many centuries 
ago l ame the idea of Love and Brotherhood to the little sore-afflicted 



•APPENDIX 


SOI 


Russiaa natibn surrounded by implacdfcje etiemieik— Mqpgols, Poles, 
Finns, Germans, Cd^sacks, Lithuanians, and Letts ; and, wagring for 
existence with those implacable enemies, who burned her cities, laid 
waste her fields, ^nd seized her children and* sold th^ to the Turks, 
she has ever be& faithful to this divine idea, Love and Brotherhood. 
Her persistence is a mira«le< But a greater rpiracle still is her 
absorption of a^ost all her former enemies, so that she is now a 
mighty and puissant empire of 170,000,0^0 souls, in nearly all of 
whtim the central fact of existence^ is the Love oLGod. There is 
nothing like this iif history. It is the most miraculous witness to 
Christianity as a spirit. 

Prince Trubetzkoy has ‘expressed th<^ Russiafi Faith in words which 
haunt the memory : — * 

• It is no matter for surprise that the soul of our people was from 
the*earl’fst times united to the idea of St. Sophia* with the 
greatest hope and with the greatest i^, and it wodld be jj^in to 
think that the* deepest sense ®f tl^is idea can be iftiderstood only 
by intelligent and educated people. On the contrary ... it is 
much nearer to the life-iinderstanding of our people. As proot 
of this take the following personal reminiscence. 

Four years a^ I returned ,td Russia from, a long foreign 
• journey through Constantinople. In th^ morning In the Mosque 
of St Sophia they showed me on the wall the imprint of the 
bloody hand of the Sullmn who had shed the blood of Christians 
in this greatest of the orthodox tensples on the very day of the 
taking of Constantinople. . . . Immediately^ after thi/ visit I 
went on board a Rushan steamer going to Odessa from Palestine, 
and at once ^oy^nd myself in a familiar atmos^ere.^ On the deck 
there was gathered a very lafge group df Russian peasants— 
pilgrims returning homewards from the Holy Land. 


Tired with, the long journey, badly dressed and hungry, they 
were drinking water with hard bread, they wer# finishing their 
simple everyday toilet, they were listening, reclining, to tales 
about Constantinople. They were listening to tales about its 
« churches and, of course, about’ the bloody Sultan and about the 
streams of Christian blood which, during mqre than five centuries, 
had perlodic^ly flowed in this once Christian kingdom. I cannot 
convey to you how deeply t w^ moved by what I saw. I saw 
• my own country in ^onataiitinople. 

• There on the mountain had just disappeared the Holy Sbphia 
lighted by the suif, and here before me on the deck was a real 
Russian village ; *and at ifiie monient when otu: boat gently 
, t moved along the Bosphorus with jts mosqhes ana minarets, the 

* ** Sophia’* mtELDg to the Russian the Divine Wisdom incanoAt# in 

creation. It sk^fies tht humanity God. It expresses * fsith in the 
triumph of the Christ idea«->maa’s essential brotherhood. * 
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whole crowd /firmly and !k>lemnly, but, I do not kn6w wjiy, in a 
subduedVoice, sang “Christ is Risen.” o 
liow deep and long-developed was the instinct which I heard 
in this singing . . « ! What other answer could they ffnd in 
their souls out this to what they heard ab 9 ut thL Temple, about 
the Turks whq defiled it, and of th^ long-continued persecution 
of the nation over whom they ruted ? What other answer could 
they find in their sc^ds in such a country, ex(^ept this, except 
their joy in^he thought of common resu^fection for all peoples 
and for all nations ' 

They understood ^the ferocious Turkish power under which 
the blood of persdtuted peoples flowed*i they saw (in their soul) 
the v9hole humanity joined in the joy of the Holy Resurrection, 
but at the same time they felt that they could not express Udi 
joy, this hope, which always lives in the soul of th^people, now, 
iy the cefitre of the Turkish power, except with a subdued voice. 
. . . But the timft wilfcome when heaven wiU descend to earth, 
and the eternal idea of humanity will be realized ; then this hymn 
will sound loud and powerful — this hymn which now you hear in 
a subdued voice. ^ '■ 

If the reader would know what religion mhans to Russia, what 
Constantinople means to her, and what is her passionate hope for the 
whole of the human race, let him read The Self-discovery of Russia 
by Professor J. Y. Simpson.. (Constable), from which admirable and 
most illhminating ^book^I have taken ihe above passage. Such a 
book should prepare us for what is coming 'to the world, when Russia 
lifts the Cross in Constantinople and the whole the Slav world 
breaks out with its great Easter ''anthem, Christ is Risen, 
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